
 

The Image of God 

In Matthew 22:17-21, Jesus was asked a very appropriate question. The Pharisees' question was posed for 
the purpose of trapping Jesus in a response that would incite the crowds. Aware of their intention, Jesus 
offered a reply that is very insightful.  

In plain language, He said that we are to give to Caesar that which belongs to Caesar without neglecting 
our obligation to give to God that which belongs to God. Essentially, Jesus said that we are to pay our 
taxes, an admonition that was affirmed by Paul many years later (see Romans 13). Whenever God 
established an institution (in this case, the government) He also provided a means of financial support. As 
unpleasant as it may be, as followers of Christ we must pay our taxes. However, let us not leave the words 
of Jesus too quickly. He not only advocated paying taxes but He also instructed us to give God that which 
is rightfully His. The obvious truth is that since we are stamped with the image of God, we legitimately 
belong to Him. Thus, our obligation is to let Him possess our lives.  

When it comes to finances, we know that God owns all the silver and all the gold (see Haggai 2:8). 
Therefore, not only must we pay our taxes, but we must also allow God to have everything we are and 
have. This is a reaffirmation of the truth that we are simply stewards of God's property. We must not use 
any resources placed in our hands without consideration for the will of God. It all belongs to Him. 
Stewardship is an awesome responsibility that has implications with everything we do and every dime we 
spend. Do not neglect paying your taxes and do not forsake God's ownership of all that you have. 


