
 

Dangerous Debt 

The overly friendly cashier takes the merchandise and politely asks, "May I put this on your 
charge card?" It sounds very tempting, especially since we are not sure we have enough money 
for this purchase anyway. If we do not have the store credit card, they will even give us a 10% 
discount for completing an application on the spot.  

The American way is to buy things on credit. We are rapidly moving to the point where the 
actual price of an item is inconsequential as long as we can make the monthly payments. 
Automobiles are sold in this manner. Listen to the commercials and read the ads. The only costs 
that are mentioned are the monthly payments.  

The consequence is a family budget filled with monthly payments to numerous creditors for 
merchandise that no longer exists. Easy credit becomes a fast track to financial disaster.  

However, as painful as it may be, financial catastrophe is not the most dangerous aspect of debt. 
Perhaps the more crucial issue concerning debt is spiritual.  

Borrowing money unwisely is presumptuous. The Bible warns about making plans for the future 
and the danger of presuming that a particular financial situation will exist (see James 4:13-14). 
To commit ourselves to monthly payments, based on the hope that our income will be sufficient, 
often leads to financial struggles.  

Buying on credit can also be a symptom that we do not trust God's wisdom. Our heavenly Father 
knows exactly how much of the world's goods we can properly handle. When He chooses not to 
give us something, we must have confidence that He knows our limitations. However, we often 
question His wisdom by turning to the bank to obtain the items He knows we cannot handle.  

The next time you are asked, "May I put this on your credit card?", recognize that it may be a 
temptation that is detrimental to your spiritual condition. Debt is more than a financial matter. 
Therefore, getting out of debt can also provide spiritual rewards. 


