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Reference 

 

 
 

Genesis 1, 2 
 

 
Exodus 24:15-
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Luke 21:1-4 
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20; 4:1-23; 
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Bible Verse 

 
Through him all 
things were 
made.   
John 1:3a 

 
God loves a 
cheerful giver.  
2 Corinthians 
9:7b 

 
It is more 
blessed to give 
than to receive. 
Acts 20:35b 

 
Those who have 
been given a 
trust must prove 
faithful. 
1 Corinthians 
4:2 

Bible Learning 
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(session by 
session) 

*Bible Verse 
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*Creation Wheel 
*Creation Place 
Mats 
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*Unlock the 
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*What Can I 
Do? Posters 
*Character 
Match Up 

 
 
Learning Focus 

Children can 
know that 
everything 
belongs to God.  

Children can 
know that a 
good steward 
manages the 
time, abilities, 
possessions, 
and money God 
gives them. 
 

Children can 
know that 
giving an 
offering is an 
act of worship 
to God.  

Children can 
know they are 
responsible to 
God for their 
stewardship.  
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How to Use Children’s Stewardship Curriculum 
Downloading information: Download and make adequate copies of teacher and pupil materials. 
Your church could do this or each teacher could download individual teaching material on a 
home computer. It works well to put the teacher material in a three-ring binder.  
 
Planning and preparation: Plan as a team how this material will be used in your department to 
teach Bible truths to boys and girls.  
1. Department director will guide planning, welcome children to the department, and conduct 

the worship time. The director should prepare a teaching bulletin board containing a unit title 
banner, session title banners, session teaching pictures (from department picture files), and 
session Bible verses. (Use a computer to make them quickly and professionally.) 

2. Teachers will select Session Bible Learning Activities to lead. If teachers are available to 
offer more than one small-group learning experience, try to do so. The wider variety of 
learning experiences children have, the greater the learning opportunities.  

 
 
Terms Used In This Curriculum Plan 
Christian Stewardship—Teacher: This page is a part of Christian Stewardship: God’s Plan, Our 
Part. It is an overview for teaching this unit for first, second, and third grade children.1
 
Guiding Bible Learning: Instructions are given for approximately the first half of the Bible 
study time.  
 
Bible Learning Activities: Session-by-session small-group Bible learning experiences for 
children. Teachers should choose a Bible Learning Activity to lead based on the needs and 
interests of children. The more Bible activities used each session, the wider the range of learning 
possible for boys and girls. Bible Learning Activities are especially helpful where children have 
difficulty attending regularly. 
 
Preview: As the children enter the classroom, teachers immediately involve them in a simple 
Bible Learning Activity that is related to the subject of the session Bible study. These activities 
are designed so that children can join in as they arrive. 
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Guiding Worship: These instructions are for a large-group experience led by the department 
director or lead teacher. During this time, children are led to worship God through songs, a Bible 
story, Bible verse, and various Bible-related activities designed to help children apply Bible 
truths to their lives. 
 
Teaching Pictures: Poster-size pictures of events related to biblical stories. Many churches have 
files of teaching pictures gathered over the years from Sunday School literature. Appropriate 
teaching pictures are a good way for boys and girls to gain an understanding of Bible stories. 
Teaching pictures are not provided with this literature. 
 
Teaching Bulletin Board: A large bulletin board (five or six feet wide) or focal wall that 
children face during Worship. The teaching bulletin board should be prepared with a unit title 
banner, teaching pictures for the appropriate Bible stories studied, session titles, and session 
Bible verses.  

 
Session Schedule 

Time Elements Used Person 
Responsible 

What Is Accomplished 

First half of 
the session 

Session Bible Learning 
Activities 

Teachers  Introduce and help children 
discover Bible truths for the 

session 
Second half 

of the 
session 

Guiding Worship Department 
Director or 

Lead Teacher 

Summarize Bible truths 
discovered in small groups and 
help children make application 

of these truths 
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Session 1: God Is Creator and Owner of All Things 
 
Bible Passage:  Genesis 1-2 
 
Bible Verse: Through him all things are made. John 1:3a 
 
Learning Focus 
Children can know that everything belongs to God.  
 
Preparing to Teach 
 
Getting ready for this session (for the department director or lead teacher) 
 Read the Scripture passages and study the section titled “Studying the Bible Passage.” Learn 

the Bible verse, John 1:3.  
 Prepare a chart of the Bible Learning Activities the teachers will lead, and allow children to 

choose the one that interests them.  
 Plan and complete steps for “Guiding Worship.”  
 Make copies of the fish pattern from Teaching Resource 3, cut them out, and punch a hole in          

the mouth. Print each word of the Bible verse on a fish and attach a paper clip to it.  
 Secure a fishing pole or dowel rod with a magnet on the end of the string.  
 Find a three foot length of twine or cord.  
 Locate a fishing bowl or make a “lake” by laying two foot length of blue bulletin board paper 

on the floor in the large group area.  
 Make and display a banner titled “Stewardship: God’s Plan, Our Part” on construction paper.  
 Write these words and definitions on poster board: Steward—A person who is employed to 

manage or oversee the property or finances of another. Stewardship—To manage or handle 
property according to the owner’s wishes.  
 Secure a basket or suitable container for collecting an offering and offering envelopes.  
 If available, provide a teaching picture of creation, a CD player, and a CD of worship music. 
 Secure copies of The Baptist Hymnal (Nashville, Tennessee: Convention Press, 1991) or 

make a chart with the words for “Seek Ye First,” no.478.  (Teacher Tip: It is not legal to make 
copies of copyrighted materials of any kind, including songs. Only songs that are in the public 
domain can be copied legally. See Church Copyright Licensing, Inc. at www.ccli.com for 
information about securing permission to make copies of songs. Check to see if someone in 
your church is already involved in relating to CCLI.) 
 Provide enough Bibles for each child to use if possible. 
 Pray for the teachers, yourself, and the children you will teach. Pray for the leadership of the 

Holy Spirit during preparation and teaching time.  
 
Getting ready for Bible learning (for teachers) 
 Read the Scripture passages and study the section “Studying the Bible Passage.” Learn the 

Bible verse, John 1:3.  
 Be prepared to tell the Bible story in your own words.  
 Read and select a Bible Learning Activity to guide that will meet your children’s needs. 

Gather needed resources.  
 Be ready when the first child arrives so you do not waste valuable teaching time. 
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 Pray for yourself, fellow teachers, the children in your group, and their families.  
 
 
Studying the Bible Passage 
Each time we read the account of the creation of the universe we should be drawn to worship 
God. The term totally awesome would aptly describe it! Creation should also produce a sense of 
humility in each of us as we realize anew the power and wisdom of our mighty God. 
Michelangelo spent over three years painting the story of creation on the six thousand square 
foot ceiling of the Sistine Chapel, yet God brought the entire universe into existence from 
nothing in only six days.   
 
Scripture says, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). God was 
and is before time. There was nothing before God. God made the universe and all that is within it 
out of nothing. How can something be made out of nothing? When did creation take place? The 
creation story is embroiled with controversy and numerous questions remain unanswered. 
Human beings are curious by nature, but believers must have faith in God. God may have 
revealed all he wants us to know about creation in his word and the revelation of the Holy Spirit. 
We must simply trust God for the answers to those unanswerable questions.  
 
However, there is one question that God did answer. Why did God create the universe? Read the 
following Scripture passages to find the two reasons: Colossians 1: 16, Revelation 4:11, and 
Isaiah 43:7? God created the universe by his pleasure and for his glory. Everything that has life 
was created for the glory of God. Think about it. You were created to bring God glory! 
 
The concept that the universe was created from nothing still troubles the scientific community. 
The word “create” is translated from the Hebrew word “bara” which means to “to bring into 
existence” out of nothing. When you read the first and second chapters of Genesis, you will note 
a progression of God’s creation. It was not haphazard. Everything was put into motion in exactly 
the proper order so that life is continually sustained. Nothing was created until all of its 
provisions had been made. The stars could not have been made before there was a sky in which 
to place them. Adam and Eve were not created before there was a place for them to live and food 
for them to eat.  
 
The second chapter of Genesis gives us a more detailed description of the creation of man. Man 
is unlike any of God’s other creation because he is created in God’s image. Human beings do not 
look like God. Rather, they have the capacity to reason and the ability to communicate with God 
because God gave man a soul. Because of our immortal soul, we can have a personal 
relationship with God through faith in his Son, Jesus Christ.  
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As soon as man and woman were created, God blessed them and gave them responsibilities. 
(Genesis 1:28) God told them to be fruitful and multiply. The Creator instructed the first man 
and woman to fill the earth by reproduction. God’s next command was to subdue the earth. 
Subdue means “to bring under control or cultivation.” God intended for man to be more than just 
a gardener. God gave mankind the responsibility to rule or have dominion over every living 
creature on the earth. This means mankind is supposed to care for the earth and not abuse it. 
More importantly, people should never place God’s creation above the Creator. Many in our 
society today seem to value the things God created more than holy God. We should be alert to 



this inverted thinking. God is our Creator, and only he is worthy of our reverence, praise, and 
worship.  
 
At the end of the sixth day, God saw all that he had made and said it was very good. God rested 
from his work on the seventh day. He blessed this day and made it holy (Genesis 2:3). When 
God proclaims one day of the week as holy, this means it is special or set apart for a particular 
purpose—worshiping God. Our culture is rapidly ignoring this day. Worship God on Sunday is 
more than a custom. It is a command of God! 
 
For a richly poetic version of the creation event, read Psalm 104. The writer does not divide 
creation into days as does the Genesis account, but rather he paints a descriptive picture of the 
majesty and power of God through creation. The session Bible verse, Psalm 24:1, acknowledge 
God’s ownership of the earth, its contents, and our very beings. We should teach children to 
thank God for making us caretakers of his glorious creation and be faithful to that task. 

 
Summary 

This will be a familiar story for many children. When you teach boys and girls, stress the 
awesome wonder of creation and God’s power and ownership of all he has created. The belief in 
God as the creator of the world is the foundation of understanding stewardship. When children 
understand that we are merely stewards of God’s creation, it will be easier for them to grasp the 
concept that we were made for God’s service. Our lives are not about us; they are about God!  
 
 
Guiding Bible Learning 
 
Session Bible Learning Activities 
 
Preview: Bible Verse Code 
 
Purpose: To help boys and girls discover the session Bible verse and that God is owner of all 
things. 
 
Description: Children will use pictures to decipher the words and reference for the Bible verse, 
John 1:3a.  
 
Resources: Bibles; Teaching Resource 1; pencils.  
 
Prepare: Make copies of “Bible Verse Code” for each child.  
 
Guide Bible learning: Welcome children to the group. Open your Bible to Genesis 1:1, and 
explain that the Bible story for today is about God creating the world. Tell the boys and girls that 
God owns everything in the world because he created it. Show them how to find John 1:3 in the 
New Testament. Invite a child to read the Bible verse aloud. Explain that they will be learning 
the first part of this Bible verse.  
 
Express Bible learning: Give each child a copy of “Bible Verse Code” and a pencil. Lead them 
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to complete the activity. After they are finished, ask the children to put away their supplies. 
Tell them they are taking good care of the things the church has provided for them to use 
just as we should take care of the things God has made.  
 
Closure: Thank God in prayer for each child. Thank God for making the world. Ask God to help 
us learn how to take care of God’s world.  
 
Teaching tip: Allow children who have trouble transferring the letters from the bottom of the 
page to copy the verse from their Bibles. 
 
Creation Wheel 
 
Purpose: To help children discover that God 
created everything in a special order, and he 
owns everything.  
 
Description: Boys and girls will draw what 
God created each day on a paper plate and 
attach a cover plate which turns on a metal 
brad fastened in the center.  
 
Resources: Bibles; crayons or markers; rulers; 
poster board; one brad and two paper plates 
for each child.  
 
Prepare: Make a poster listing the days of 
creation and what was created on each day. Poke
sharp pencil.  
 
Guide Bible learning: Welcome children to your 
briefly tell the story of God creating the world an
made the world in an orderly manner. God owns 
Invite a student to find and read the Bible verse, J
poster you prepared. Discuss what God created o
 
Express Bible learning: Show the boys and girls 
into seven equal sections. Lead them to write the 
plate. Children should draw what God created eac
pie shape on the second plate the same size as the
in the center line up properly. Ask the children to
attach the two with a metal brad through the cent
see what God made on each day. Invite the childr
group. Ask the boys and girls to put away their s
of the things the church has provided for them
things God has made.  
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number for each day on the outer edge of the 
h particular day in the proper section. Draw a 
 sections of the first one. Make sure the holes 
 write the Bible verse on the cover plate, and 
er. As the children turn the top plate, they will 
en to share their creation wheels with the 
upplies. Tell them they are taking good care 
 to use just as we should take care of the 
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Closure: Ask the boys and girls to say a sentence prayer thanking God for one thing he created. 
Close the prayer by asking God to help us all take care of the world he created. (Please do not 
insist that children pray aloud.) 
 
Teaching tip: Using a ruler successfully may be a difficult task for young children. Make a pie 
shaped pattern for them to trace to properly divide the paper plate into sections. Construction 
paper circles may be easier for some children to use instead of paper plates.  
 
Creation Place Mats 
 
Purpose: To help children discover that God created all things in a special order, and God owns 
everything because he created it.  
 
Description: Boys and girls will create a placemat by drawing or gluing pictures of things God 
created.  
 
Resources: Bibles; 9X12 construction paper; markers; crayons; glue sticks; scissors; 
pictures from outdated literature of things God created; laminating film or contact paper, if 
available.  
 
Prepare: Remove the pictures from the magazines.  
 
Guide Bible learning: Welcome children to your group. Open your Bible to Genesis 1:1, and 
briefly tell the story of God creating the world and everything in it. Tell boys and girls God 
made the world in an orderly manner, and he owns everything because he created it. Invite a 
student to find and read the Bible verse, John 1:3. Discuss what God created on each day of 
creation.  
 
Express Bible learning: Boys and girls may make placemats for themselves or a member of 
their family. Tell the children they may either draw pictures of things God created or cut 
them from magazines. Lead the boys and girls to write the Bible verse, John 1:3 at the top or 
bottom of their placemat. You may apply contact paper or laminate the placemats for 
durability. Lead the children to put away their supplies. Tell them they are taking good 
care of the things the church has provided for them to use just as we should take care of the 
things God has made.  
 
Closure: Ask the boys and girls to say a sentence prayer thanking God for one thing he created. 
Close the prayer by asking God to help us all take care of the world he created. (Please do not 
insist children pray aloud.) 
 
Creation Word Search 
 
Purpose: To help children learn God created the world in a special order, and he owns 
everything.  
 
Description: Children will find words related to things God created.  
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Resources: Bibles; Teaching Resource 2; pencils or markers.  
 
Prepare: Make copies of the “Creation Word Search.” 
 
Guide Bible learning: Welcome boys and girls to your group. Open your Bible to Genesis 
1:1, and briefly tell the story of God creating the world. Tell boys and girls God made the 
world in an orderly manner, and he owns everything because he created it. Invite a student to 
find and read the Bible verse, John 1:3. Discuss what God created on each day of creation.  
  
Express Bible learning: Give each child a copy of the word search and encourage them to 
find things God created. When a child discovers a word, ask him if he remembers on what 
day God created that particular thing. Emphasize the fact that God created everything in a 
particular order. Lead the children to put away their supplies. Tell them they are taking 
good care of the things the church has provided for them to use just as we should take care 
of the things God has made.  
 
Closure: Ask the boys and girls to say a sentence prayer thanking God for one thing he created. 
Close the prayer by asking God to help us all take care of the world he created. (Please do not 
insist that children pray aloud.) 
 
 
Guiding Worship 
 
Transition to worship: Play the worship music CD to call children to put away their 
supplies and come to worship. Welcome the children to worship. Introduce the guests and 
thank them for coming today.  
 
Using music: Pass out the hymnals or display the song chart you prepared for “Seek Ye First.”2  
Lead boys and girls to sing the two verses, and tell them it is based on the Bible verse, Matthew 
6:33. Invite a student to find and read the verse aloud. Explain that “seeking the kingdom of 
God” (Matt. 6:33) means they are doing their best to obey God and live in ways that please him. 
Say, When we take care of the things God has given us, we are being wise stewards. This pleases 
God! 
 
Give an offering: Explain to the children that they will have an opportunity to give an offering 
to God. Tell them this should be a quiet and special time of worship. Anything they give to 
God is appreciated. Explain that the money will be used to help the ministry of the church. 
Lead the children in prayer. Lead the group in prayer. Pass the offering basket while playing 
the worship music.  
 
Introduce the unit: Display the “steward” and “stewardship” poster. Invite a volunteer to read 
them, and lead the group in a discussion of the definitions. Explain that stewardship is using 
time, money, and talents wisely. A steward is someone who is responsible for what he has been 
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given by God. Tell the boys and girls they are going to learn that God want them to become 
good stewards of this beautiful world and all he has given them.  
Tell the Bible story: Open your Bible to Genesis 1, and tell the Bible story in your own words.  
 
Before God created the world, there was only darkness. The first verse in the Bible says, “In 
the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). On the first day 
of creation, God separated the light from the dark. God called the light day and the 
dark night. On day two of creation, God separated the sky from the waters below. God 
created dry land and all the trees and plants on the third day. On the fourth day, God 
made the sun, moon, and the stars.  
 
Each time God created something he said it was good. God created the birds and all the 
fish and creatures of the ocean on the fifth day. On the sixth day God created all the 
different kinds of animals and his most important creation—man and woman. God 
created the world in an orderly manner. Before God created people, he made a place for 
them to live and food for them to eat. God gave the first man and woman two responsibilities. 
They were instructed to have children and to care of the earth and all the things God had made.   
 
When God saw all that he had made, he said it was good. God rested from his work on 
the seventh day. He blessed the seventh day and made it holy (Genesis 2:3). God knew people 
would need to rest from their work, and he set an example for us by resting on the seventh day. 
Although Sunday is the first day of the week on our calendar, it is the day set aside for rest and 
the worship of God.  
 
God made this beautiful world for us to enjoy. Since God created the world, it belongs 
to him. God wants us to take good care of the things he has made. Taking care of the 
entire earth is a big responsibility, and we should do our best to obey God. 
 
       Bible reference: Genesis 1-2 
 
Show teaching picture: Lead the children to tell some of the things God created by looking at the 
picture.  
 
Review Bible story: Ask the session one questions from Teaching Resource 4. Emphasize the 
fact that God created all things, and we have the responsibility to take care of his creation.  
 
Life application: Tell the children we have the responsibility to be good stewards of what God 
has given us. It is not just a job for adults. Lead boys and girls to brainstorm ways they can be 
good stewards of what they have and of the earth. List their ideas on the board or a poster. 
Encourage the children to express their thoughts and feelings.  
 
Learn Bible verse: Make sure each child has a Bible. Tell them the Book of John is in the New 
Testament, and it is one of the four Gospels.  Show the children how to hold their Bibles and 
where to locate the Gospel of John. Ask boys and girls to stand or raise their hands when they 
have found the book. Teachers should assist children who are having difficulty.  
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Invite students to read the Bible verse aloud. Explain that they are going to play a game called 
“Go Fish.” Allow each child to have a turn trying to catch a fish in the fish bowl or paper pond. 
When they are finished, ask the boys and girls to lay their fish on the floor in the proper order. 
Invite a volunteer to string the paper fish and attach the string to the focal wall. Lead the group 
to say the Bible verse in unison one more time.  
 
Closure: Lead the group in prayer. Thank God for the beautiful world he created. Ask God to 
help the boys and girls learn to care for the things he has given them.  
 
Teaching tip: Finding a passage in the Bible may be something new for the children. Be patient 
as you help them with this difficult task. Please do not neglect this important activity. Using 
the Bible efficiently is a learned skill and takes a great deal of practice.  
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Session 2: Moses and the Tabernacle 
 
Bible Passage:  Exodus 24:15-25:9; 35:1-36:7 
 
Bible Verse: God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7b 
 
Learning Focus 
Children can know that a good steward manages well the time, abilities, money, and 
possessions God has given them.  
 
Preparing to Teach 
 
Getting ready for this session (for the department director or lead teacher) 
 Study the section titled “Studying the Bible Passage” and read the Scripture passages. Learn 

the Bible verse, 2 Corinthians 9:7. 
 Prepare a chart of the Bible Learning Activities the teachers will lead, and allow children to 

choose the one that interests them.  
 Plan and complete steps for “Guiding Worship.”  
 Display the unit title banner and the Steward—Stewardship poster from the previous session.  
 Secure a basket for collecting the offering and offering envelopes.  
 If you have a picture file, provide a teaching picture of the people giving Moses items for the 

tabernacle. 
 Write each word of the Bible verse on 9X12 pieces of construction paper. 
 Gather the hymnals and locate the hymn “Seek Ye First”3 or find the song chart you prepared   

for the first session. 
 Secure a CD player and a CD of worship music. 
 Prepare a poster with these listening team questions: Who was supposed to bring offerings for 

the tabernacle? What did Moses tell the people to do and why? 
 Pray for the leadership of the Holy Spirit as you prepare this lesson and teach the children. 

Pray for yourself, the children you teach, and their families.  
 
Getting ready for Bible learning (for teachers) 
 Study the Bible background material found in “Studying the Bible Passage” and read the 

Scripture passages. Learn the Bible verse, 2 Corinthians 9:7.  
 Be prepared to tell the Bible story in your own words.  
 Read and select a Bible Learning Activity to guide that will meet your children’s needs. 

Gather the needed supplies.   
 Be ready when the first child arrives so you do not waste valuable teaching time. 
 Pray for yourself, fellow teachers, the children in your group. Pray that the Lord will lead you 

to help children learn to be stewards of their time, talents, and possessions.   
 
 
Studying the Bible Passage 
Have you ever heard a pastor ask the church to stop bringing their tithes and offerings because 
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there was too much money? Certainly not! Because of the Israelites generosity, that is what 
Moses had to do. The children of Israel had miraculously escaped slavery in Egypt under God’s 
protection and Moses’ leadership. In this lesson, you will learn that the people cheerfully and 
generously gave an offering to the Lord for the erection of the tabernacle. When the workers had 
more than was needed, Moses told the Israelites to stop bringing their offerings. 
 
God called Moses up to Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountainside. On 
the seventh day the Lord called to Moses from the cloud. The Lord told Moses to ask the 
people for an offering and to receive it “from each man whose heart prompts him to give” 
(Exodus 25:2). God want us to give our offerings to him from a willing heart. God asked for 
gifts of gold, silver and bronze; blue, purple, and scarlet yarn and fine linen; the hides of sea 
cows; acacia wood; olive oil; spices; onyx stones and gems. (Exodus 25:2-7) Read Exodus 
12:35-36 to find out how the Israelites obtained these valuables from the Egyptians.  
 
Moses spent forty days and nights in the presence of God on Mt. Sinai. God gave Moses the Ten 
Commandments and specific instructions for the building of the tabernacle and its furnishings. 
(Exodus 25:10-28:43) The Lord promised to dwell among the people of Israel in this tent as 
they traveled in the wilderness. 
 
While Moses was with God, the Israelites lost their faith and fashioned an idol of gold into the 
shape of a calf. The people worshiped their false god in idolatrous revelry. Moses was about to 
come down from the mountain and view this sight when God told him what was happening 
below. Moses loved the people. He begged God to forgive them and not to bring disaster down 
on them. When Moses saw the riotous and blasphemous behavior of his people, righteous 
anger overtook him. Moses rebuked the people and angrily cast down the stone tablets 
containing the law of God. However, Moses later returned to the mountain where God gave 
him the Ten Commandments once again. 
 
Following God’s instructions, Moses called the people together to ask them for offerings for 
the building of the tabernacle. Exodus 35:10 states that they were also directed to use their 
talents to build the tabernacle and its furnishings. The men and women who were willing 
brought gifts of gold, silver, bronze, fine yarn, and animal skins. (Exodus 35:22-29) Women 
spun cloth, and all the skilled workmen began to construct the tabernacle, its furnishings, and 
the priestly garments. The Bible says the people brought offerings morning after morning. 
(Exodus 36:3) The workmen who were doing the work on the tabernacle reported to Moses 
that they had more than enough supplies to complete the work. Moses told the Israelites to 
stop bringing their offering for the tabernacle. (Exodus 36:6-7) 
 
The workmen fashioned the tabernacle, the curtains, the Ark of the Covenant, the priests’ 
garments, and the rest of the furnishings following God’s exact plan. Read Exodus 36-39 for a 
detailed description of these activities. Moses set up the tabernacle as God had instructed, and 
the glory of the Lord filled the place.   
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Summary 
The Israelites willing brought gifts for the building of the tabernacle. Each person’s gift to God 
is important. The amount is not as important as the motive behind the gift. While teaching 
children about giving an offering to God, consider your own attitude about giving. Are you a 
cheerful giver? Does your tithe and offering reflect your love for God? Ask God to make you a 
good steward and a godly example for the children.  
 
      
Guiding Bible Learning 
 
Session Bible Learning Activities 
 
Preview: Unlock the Bible Message 
 
Purpose: To help children learn the session Bible verse and introduce the Bible story. 
 
Description: Children will use a pattern to find the Bible verse, 2 Corinthians 9:7.  
 
Resources: Bibles; pencils; Teaching Resource 5.  
 
Prepare: Make copies of “Unlock the Bible Message” for each child.  
 
Guide Bible learning: Welcome children to your group. Tell the children they will hear a Bible 
story today about the gathering of offerings for the building of the tabernacle. Tell them they are 
going to find a Bible verse that tells how we should give our offering to God.  
 
Express Bible learning: Lead the children to use “Unlock the Bible Message” to complete the 
Bible verse. Lead a discussion of what it means to be a cheerful giver. To give cheerfully means 
to give willingly—because you want to give out of love for God.  
 
Closure: Lead the children in prayer. Ask God to help the boys and girls learn to give their 
offering willingly because they love God. Thank God for all the things he has given us.  

Christian Stewardship-Younger Children, Stewardship: “God
Baptist General Convention of Texas.  

 
Paper Bag Slide Show 
 
Purpose: To help children learn that God wants 
them to willingly give an offering to him.  
 
Description: Children will create a slide show 
depicting the story of Moses and the tabernacle. 
 
Resources: Bibles; scissors; rulers; copy paper; 
pencils; markers; clear tape; brown paper grocery 
bag for each child in the group.  
 
Prepare: While the grocery bag is folded flat, cut 
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off the closed end of the bag. Open up the bag and cut a window in one side leaving a two inch 
wide frame on all sides. Tape the ends of four or five pieces of the copy paper together. This 
long piece should slide through the window you cut in the bag. (See top illustration.)  
 
Guide Bible learning: Welcome the boys and girls to your group. With your Bible to Exodus 
24:15 briefly tell the story of Moses collecting offerings from the Israelites. Explain to the 
children the people brought so much that Moses told them to stop. Ask a volunteer to find and 
read the Bible verse, 2 Corinthian 9:7. Explain that the people were cheerful givers.  
 
Express Bible learning: Lead the children to decide which part of the story they would like to 
illustrate for their slide show. Show them how to divide the long paper into sections the size of 
the window in the bag. Write the title of the slide show in the first section. The pictures for the 
events should be drawn in the remaining sections. Four or five pictures may be enough. When 
the boys and girls are finished drawing, direct them to insert the end through the window and 
pull it through to show each scene one at a time. Invite the students to share their slide shows 
with the group.  
 
Closure: Lead a prayer. Thank God for the example of the people giving cheerfully to build the 
tabernacle. Ask God to help us willingly give of our time, talents, and money to serve him.  
 
Alternative idea: Use an envelope instead of a large grocery sack. Follow the same procedure 
with the envelope. It should be sealed. You may use any kind of paper to slide through the 
envelope. 
 
Making the Tabernacle  
 
Purpose: To lead children to discover how the people gave their offerings and worked to build 
the tabernacle.   
 
Description: Boys and girls will find and read Bible verses that tell the items that were given for 
the tabernacle. They will make their own tabernacle using a pattern.  
 
Resources: Bibles; cardboard 
or poster board; Teaching 
Resource 6, 7, 8; 9X12 sheets 
of construction paper; pencils; 
markers; crayons; tape.  

 

 
Prepare: Make copies of 
Teaching Resource 6 and 8 for 
each child. Cut the cardboard 
into ten inch squares. 
 
Guide Bible learning: Welcome the children to your group. Open your Bible to Exodus 24:15, 
and tell the Bible story of the Israelites giving items to Moses for the tabernacle. Explain to the 
children the people brought so much that Moses told them they could stop. The people were so 
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generous they had more than enough materials for the tabernacle. Ask a volunteer to find and 
read the Bible verse, 2 Corinthian 9:7. Explain that the people were cheerful givers.  
 
Express Bible learning:  Give each child a copy of “Tabernacle Offerings.” Explain to the 
children that a tabernacle is a tent. It served as the Israelites’ church because they had to take 
their church with them as they traveled. Lead the boys and girls to work together to complete 
the worksheet. Invite each child to read one of the verses to identify the items or work done in 
the building of the tabernacle. Show the children how to fold the tent (tabernacle) using the 
directions from Teaching Resource 7. Tape the finished tabernacle to the cardboard base. Ask 
the students to write the Bible verse on the cardboard.   
 
Closure: Lead the group in prayer. Thank God for the example of the Israelite people giving 
cheerfully to build the tabernacle. Ask God to help us willingly give of our time, talents, and 
money to serve him.  
 
Teaching tip: Practice making the tabernacle before you show the children how to do it.  
 
 
Guiding Worship 
 
Transition to worship: Play music to call students to worship. Welcome the children by name. 
Thank the children for being good stewards of their time by attending church today.  
 
Using music: Pass out the hymnals or display the song chart you prepared for “Seek Ye First.”4  
Lead boys and girls to sing the two verses. Remind them that “seeking the kingdom of God” 
(Matt. 6:33) means they are doing their best to obey God and live in ways that please him. Say, 
When we take care of the things God has given us, we are being wise stewards. This pleases 
God! 
 
Learn Bible verse: Lead the children to read the Bible verse, 2 Corinthians 9:7 from the focal 
wall. Ask them to find the Gospel of Matthew in the New Testament. Explain that the first four 
books of the New Testament are called the Gospels. Tell the boys and girls that 2 Corinthians is 
the third book of the Bible after the Gospel of John. Help students find 2 Corinthians 9:7 in their 
Bibles. Invite a volunteer to read the Bible verse aloud. Explain they will only learn the end of 
the verse. (Challenge second and third graders to learn the entire verse.) Discuss what it means 
to be a cheerful giver. 
 
Have the children repeat the verse in unison. Tell them they area going to participate in an 
activity called “Unscramble the Verse” to see if they can put the words of the Bible verse in the 
correct order. Give each child a one word of the verse. Ask the children to come to the front of 
the group and place their words in correct order. When the verse is finished, remove one word 
at a time in random order, and ask students to say the verse from memory.  
 
Give an offering: Lead the children in prayer, and play worship music while passing the 
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offering basket. Remind the children that giving an offering is an act of worship. God will use 
whatever amount of money we give to accomplish his purpose. God wants us to give willingly.  
 
Review: Show the posters and review the meaning of the words “steward” and “stewardship.” 
See if any of the children can define the words. Briefly review the creation story for the benefit 
of those who were not here during the last session. Remind the children that we learned that 
God made everything and that all things belong to him. God expects us to be good stewards of 
what he has given us. 
 
Introduce Bible story: Tell the children that the Bible story tells how the Israelites gave their 
time, possessions, and abilities as an offering to God. Explain that an offering may not merely 
be money, but also possessions. Divide the group into two listening teams. Assign the teams the 
questions you displayed. Tell boys and girls you will ask them the answers to their questions 
after the Bible story.  
 
Tell Bible story: Open your Bible to Exodus 24:15. Explain that the story is found in the Old 
Testament Book of Exodus.  
 
Moses was leading the Israelite people in the desert when God called him to the top of Mt. Sinai. 
Moses was on the mountain with God for forty days. While Moses was on the mountain, 
God gave him special rules called the Ten Commandments. The Ten Commandments are 
important rules for us to live by. God also gave Moses detailed instructions for building 
the tabernacle. The tabernacle is a tent used as a place of worship that could be moved as 
the people traveled.  
 
God gave Moses specific instructions how to build the tabernacle and what supplies and 
materials were needed to build it. God instructed Moses to ask the Israelite people to 
bring offerings for the building of the tabernacle. The Bible tells us the people gave 
generously with a cheerful heart. They brought gold, silver, special cloth, animal hides, oil, 
spices, and valuable stones. People who had special skills used their skills to make the 
tabernacle. The weavers and craftsmen worked hard to make the tabernacle and all the things 
to be placed inside it.  
 
Every day the people brought gifts and helped to build the tabernacle. One day Moses 
told the people they could stop bringing their gifts because they had enough. Finally, the 
tabernacle was finished, and the people praised God. God was happy that the people used 
their time, abilities, and possessions to help build the tabernacle. He is happy when we 
are good stewards of our time, abilities, and possessions.  
 
      Bible reference: Exodus 24:15-25:9; 35:1-36:7 
 
Review Bible story: Invite the listening teams to answer their questions. Show the teaching 
picture and ask children what is happening in the picture. Ask the session questions to help 
review the Bible story. Ask the children to tell how the Israelite people were good stewards. 
 
Life application: Invite boys and girls to tell some things they think they can do well, and list 
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them on the board. (playing soccer, playing the piano, singing in the choir, helping mother 
cook, helping dad in the garage) Encourage them to think of specific ways they can use their 
abilities to help others. Say, Just as in today’s Bible story, you are being good stewards of the 
skills God has given you when you use them to help other people. The greatest gift you can 
give God is to live in a way that pleases him. Invite students to tell ways they can please God 
with their thoughts and actions.   
 
Closure: Lead the group in prayer. Thank God for all the things he has given us. Ask God to 
help the boys and girls learn to use their time, abilities, and possessions to help other people.  
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Session 3: The Widow’s Offering  
 
Bible Passage: Mark 12:41-44; Luke 21:1-4 
 
Bible Verse: It is more blessed to give than to receive. Acts 20:35 
 
Learning Focus: Children can learn that giving an offering is an expression of worship of 
God.  
 
Preparing to Teach 
 
Getting ready for the session (for the department director or lead teacher) 
 Read the Bible passages and study the section “Studying the Bible Passage.” Learn the 

Bible verse, Acts 20:35. 
 Prepare and display a chart of the Bible Learning Activities the teachers will lead, and allow 

the children to choose the one that interests them. 
 Plan and complete preparations for worship using suggestions in “Guiding Worship.” 
 Secure a bean bag or small soft ball.  
 Write the Bible verse, Acts 20:35 on a sentence strip.  
 Provide a CD play and CD of worship music.  
 Secure the unit title banner, Steward-Stewardship posters, and an offering basket from 

previous sessions. 
 Gather the hymnals and locate the hymn “Seek Ye First”5 or find the song chart you prepared   

for session one.  
 Find a metal container or can and fifteen or twenty coins.  
 If you have a picture file, find a picture of the widow giving her offering.  
 Pray for the leadership of the Holy Spirit as you prepare and teach the children. Pray for 

yourself, the children, and their families.  
 
Getting ready for Bible learning (for teachers) 
 Read the Bible passages and study the section “Studying the Bible Passage.” Learn the 

Bible verse, Acts 20:35. 
 Be prepared to tell the Bible story in your own words.  
 Set learning goals for the children you teach and select a Bible Learning Activity that will 

meet these goals. Gather supplies and make needed preparations for the session.  
 Pray for yourself, the other teachers, and the children you will teach.  

  
 
Studying the Bible Passage 
The temple in Jerusalem was built by Herod the Great. It was one hundred fifty feet long, 
seventy-five feet wide, and one hundred fifty feet tall. It was by far the most magnificent and 
enormous building around. Not only was it the religious center of Jewish life, it was also the 
center of social life. The temple grounds were like a market place where everyone sold their 
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goods and wares. If you wanted to hear the latest gossip or make a business transaction, you 
would go to the temple.  
 
Jesus had been teaching in the temple courts with his disciples by his side. As usual, the 
Sadducees and Pharisees gathered around Jesus asking him questions with the hope of catching 
him in a mistake that would discredit him. (Mark 12:29-31) Our story opens with Jesus sitting 
down with the disciples near the side of the wall. At that vantage point, they could see the 
people giving their offerings.   
 
Just as in our churches today, the Jews were instructed to give to the temple and to the poor as 
their service to God. Instead of passing an offering plate, thirteen collection boxes were 
strategically placed around the temple. These were big metal boxes with a slit cut in the top 
where the money could be dropped inside.  
 
The wealthy people, dressed in their elaborate robes and gold jewelry, usually put a large 
amount of money into the boxes. With a grand display of false piety, they would drop 
numerous coins into the collection boxes making a great deal of noise and drawing everyone’s 
attention to themselves. Giving their offering should have been a testimony of their love and 
worship of God, but often it was not. Their false show of righteousness did not fool Jesus. 
Neither is God fooled when we give for the wrong reasons.  
 
In contrast, a poor and lonely widow quietly approached one of the collection boxes. (Luke 
12:42) No one would have noticed her in the temple. They would not have looked twice at this 
poor and insignificant person. Bending low, the widow slowly drew out two small coins which 
she silently dropped into the box.  
 
The disciples could see that she had only place two copper coins into the box. They were not 
very impressed with her offering. Although the Scriptures do not tell us, one can imagine the 
disciples’ disapproving comments about the widow’s meager gift. Like many of us, they may 
have made faulty assumptions about her. To the disciples’ surprise, Jesus said, “This poor 
widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but 
she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on” (Luke 21:3). It was evident 
that the woman was poor, but only Jesus knew she had nothing more to live on.  
 
We do not know very much about the widow in this Bible story. Her husband may have 
provided for her for many years before he died, and she may have been blessed by having 
several children and grandchildren. On the other hand, the widow’s husband may have died 
when she was young leaving her without any children. In that case, there would not be anyone to 
care for her now that she was old. Whatever the circumstances in her life, it is apparent that the 
widow loved and worshiped God. When the poor widow placed the last of her money in the 
offering box, she was trusting God to care for her.  
 

Summary 
You may know this Bible story as The Widow’s Mite. The widow gave the only money she had 
as an act of worship. Jesus commended her attitude of giving and praised her sacrificial gift. The 
widow’s offering was unlike the wealthy, self-righteous people who gave out of false pride. God 
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wants us to give our time, abilities, and possessions out of total commitment to him. In giving 
his one and only Son on the cross, God exemplified the way we should give—sacrificially. God 
wants us to give our lives in faith and sacrificial service to him.  
 
 
Guiding Bible Learning 
 
Session Bible Learning Activities 
 
Preview: Concentration Game 
 
Purpose: To help children learn the definitions of words related to this study. 
 
Description: Students will match word cards with their correct definition.  
 
Resources: Bibles; sixteen file cards; marker. 
 
Prepare: Write each of these words and definitions on file cards with a marker.  
 Steward: someone who manages what God has given him. 
 Stewardship: using time, abilities, and money wisely. 
 Talent: a God given ability.  
 Accountable: responsible to God for things received from him. 
 God: creator and owner of all things. 
 Offering: money given in support of the church.  
 Faithful: loyalty to God and a strong belief in him. 
 Tithe: one tenth of one’s money given to the church.  

 
Guiding Bible learning: Welcome the boys and girls to your group. Open your Bible to Mark 
12:41 and briefly tell the Bible story. Explain that the widow’s offering was not very much 
money, but it was acceptable to God because she gave all she had. She gave her offering as 
an act of worship.  
 
Express Bible learning: Lay the word cards face up on the table with their matching definitions. 
Invite the students to read and discuss the definitions of each word. Make sure they understand 
that a tithe is ten percent or 1/10 of one’s income and an offering is any amount of money given 
to the church. Turn the cards over and mix them up. Explain to the boys and girls they will take 
turns turning over cards matching the word with its definition.  
 
Closure: Say a prayer, and ask God to help boys and girls learn how to be wise stewards of all 
he has given them.  
 
Finger Puppets 
 
Purpose: To help children learn the session Bible  
story and reinforce the principles of stewardship. 
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Description: Children will make finger puppets and use them to tell the Bible story.  
 
Resources: Bibles; construction paper; transparent tape; glue; scissors; markers or crayons; 
one 4X6 index card, 3X5 index card, and two drinking straws for each child. 
 
Prepare: Cut a 3” and a 4” construction paper circle for each child. Cut out two finger holes 
toward the bottom of each index card. (See the illustrations.) 
 
Guide Bible learning: With your Bible open to Mark 12:41 briefly tell the story of the widow 
giving her offering at the temple. Even though the woman’s offering was only two cents, Jesus 
praised her gift because she gave all she had. Her offering was an act of worship of God. Say, 
We give our offering to the church to help it do its work—telling people about Jesus. The 
money pays for Bibles, supplies, the heating and cooling bills, the salaries of the pastor and 
other staff members, and helping missionaries. People in our community and around the world 
can learn about Jesus because we give an offering to the church. Tell the children the best gift 
we can give God is to live in a way that pleases him. 
 
Express Bible learning: Give the children the two circles, and ask them to draw the widow’s 
face on the 3” circle and a rich person’s face on the 4” circle. They can decorate the cards like 
the people’s clothes using crayons or markers. Show the students how to glue the face to the 
index card by placing glue only on the chin part of the face. Next, tape a straw to the back of 
the index card. Have the children put their fingers through the holes at the bottom of the card. 
The children can use their puppets to tell the Bible story.  
 
Closure: Lead a prayer asking God to help boys and girls learn that the most important gift we 
can give God is our lives in obedience to him. Ask God to help the children learn the 
importance of giving an offering to the church.  
 
Teaching tip: Make sure the children understand what it means to be a widow. Explain that 
widows without family members to care for them were often very poor during Bible times.  
 
Alternate idea: Older second and third grade children could write a simple script about the 
story and present a skit for the entire class. 
 
Tic-Tack-Toe 
 
Purpose:  To help children learn the session Bible story and reinforce the principles of 
stewardship. 
 
Description: Boys and girls will play a game using the session review questions. 
 
Resources: Bibles; Teaching Resource 4; construction paper; masking tape; marker.  
 
Prepare: Use masking tape to make a tic-tack-toe board on the top of the table. Cut twelve 
squares from construction paper. Write an X on half of them and an O on the others.   
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Guide Bible learning: Welcome boys and girls to your group. Invite the students to find Mark 
12:41-44 in their Bibles. Briefly tell the story of the widow giving her offering at the temple.  
Stress the fact that the woman’s offering was acceptable because she gave all she had out of 
worship of God. Say, We give our offering to the church to help it do its work—telling people 
about Jesus. The money pays for Bibles, supplies, the heating and cooling bills, the salaries of 
the pastor and other staff members, and helping missionaries. People in our community and 
around the world can learn about Jesus because we give an offering to the church. Tell the 
children the best gift we can give God is to live in a way that pleases him. 
 
Express Bible learning: Tell the children they are going to play tic-tack-toe with questions 
about today’s Bible story. (You may also use questions from the previous sessions.) Divide 
the group into two teams. Encourage the children to work together as a team so everyone gets 
to participate. Allow the teams to choose whether they would like to use the X or O. Ask the 
session questions. If the team answers the question correctly, they may place their X or O 
wherever they want it on the board. If a team misses a question, the other team will be given 
the opportunity to answer the question. If no one can answer the question correctly, allow the 
students to use their Bibles to find the answer. The team with three of their letters in a row is 
the winner.  
 
Closure: Ask God to help the boys and girls learn that the most important gift we can give 
God is to live in obedience to him. Thank God for loving us and providing what we need 
 
 
Guiding Worship 
 
Transition to worship: Play music to signal children to put away their supplies and come to 
worship. Greet the children as they are seated and engage them in conversation about what it 
means to be a good steward. 
 
Using music: Pass out the hymnals or display the song chart you prepared for “Seek Ye First.”6  
Lead boys and girls to sing the two verses.  
 
Give an offering: Remind the children when we give an offering to God we are worshiping 
him. Tell them the amount of money is not as important as the fact that we are giving the 
offering out of love for God. Invite a child to pray or you may lead the prayer. Play the 
worship music and pass the offering basket.  
 
Introduce Bible story: Ask, Have you ever sat among a group of people and watched them? 
Maybe you have been sitting in the school cafeteria after you finished your lunch, and you 
watched the other students around the room. This is what Jesus and disciples were doing in 
today’s Bible story.  
 
Tell Bible story: Open your Bible to Mark 12:41, and tell the Bible story in your own words.  
 

                                                 

____________________________________________________________________________________23 of 43 
Christian Stewardship-Younger Children, Stewardship: “God’s Plan, Our Part.” Not to be sold. A ministry of the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas.  

6 The Baptist Hymnal (Nashville: Convention Press, 1991), no. 605. 



Jesus had been teaching in the temple with his disciples. They were tired so they sat down on a 
bench and leaned against the wall watching the people. In Bible times, people were taught to 
give an offering to the church just as we are today. Instead of placing their money in an 
offering plate, they put it in special offering boxes located in various areas of the temple. 
These metal boxes had a slit cut into the top so you could just drop the coins in a few at a time.  
 
As Jesus and his disciples watched, a rich man dressed in elaborate robes and many gold rings 
approached one of the offering boxes. He looked very proud of himself as he brought out a bag 
bulging with money. He slowly dropped several coins into the box making a great deal of 
noise. (Slowly drop several coins into the metal container.) The noise got everyone’s attention 
which is exactly what he wanted.   
 
A moment later a poor, old widow quietly approached the collection box. A widow is a woman 
whose husband has died. Her clothes were worn, and she was very thin. The old woman must 
not have had anyone to take care of her because she was very poor. Bending low, the widow 
slowly drew out two small copper coins which she silently dropped into the box. (Drop two 
coins into the metal container.) 
 
The disciples who were sitting with Jesus could see that she had only dropped two coins into 
the collection box. They began whispering about her small offering. To their surprise, Jesus 
said, “This poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of 
their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on” (Luke 
21:3).  
 
Jesus praised the widow’s offering because she gave all the money she had left. The rich man 
had a great deal of money, and it was no hardship for him to give it. But the widow had 
nothing left after she gave her offering. The amount of money we give is not as important as 
how and why we give it. When the poor widow placed the last of her money in the offering box, 
she was worshiping God. We know she was trusting God to care for her because she had nothing 
left.  
 
        Bible reference: Mark 12:41-44; Luke 21:1-4  
 
Learn a Bible verse: Invite the boys and girls to find Acts 20:35 in their Bibles. Remind them 
that the Book of Acts is found in the New Testament. It is the first book after the Gospels: 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Ask a volunteer to read the Bible verse aloud.  
 
Ask, Do you think God is happier with us when we give to others or when we receive a gift? 
(Give to others.) This Bible verse tells us God will give us good things in our lives (blessings) 
when we give to others. God is happy when we give an offering to the church to help people 
know about Jesus. When we give our time, abilities, or possessions to help others, God 
promises to bless us. That is why it is “more blessed,” to give than it is to receive (Acts 20:35).  
 
Explain to the children they are going to play “Bible Verse Popcorn.” Ask the child nearest 
you to say the first word of the Bible verse while quickly popping up out of his chair. The next 
child will say the second word of the verse as he pops out of his chair and so on until all the 
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children have participated. Lastly, ask the boys and girls to say the Bible verse from memory.  
 
Teaching tip: If the children are sitting near a table, they should push their chairs back from 
the table before playing the game. Remind them not to yell out the word as they pop out of 
their chairs.  
 
Life application: Invite the children to tell when and how they receive money. (allowance, 
birthday gifts, chores at home, good grades) Ask them to tell how they spend their money. 
Explain that what we do with our money shows what is really important in our lives. If we 
give an offering to the church, this shows God that we love him. Giving an offering is an act of 
worship. It shows that God is first in our lives, and that we want to help our church tell people 
about Jesus. Ask the children why the old woman gave all the money she had to the temple. 
(She loved and worshiped God; trusted God to care for her; obedient to God even when it was 
difficult.) The best gift we can give God is to be obedient to him.  
 
Teaching tip: Be aware that this concept is one that Christian adults find difficult, but it is 
essential for all of us to put into practice. Be patient with the children if they struggle with this 
important tenet of the faith.  
 
Closure: Lead the boys and girls in prayer. Ask God to help them learn that giving an offering 
is an act of love and worship of God. Thank God for his love and for Jesus, our Savior.  
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Session 4: Nehemiah Rebuilds the Wall 
 
Bible Passage: Nehemiah 2:11-20; 4:1-23; 6:15-16 
 
Bible Verse: Those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. 1 Corinthians 4:2 
 
Focus for Today: Children can know they are responsible to God for how they manage all 
that he has given them.   
 
Preparing to Teach 
 
Getting ready for this session (for the department director or lead teacher) 
 Read the Bible passages and study the section “Studying the Bible Passage.” Learn the 

Bible verse, 1 Corinthians 4:2. 
 Prepare a chart of the Bible Learning Activities the teachers will lead, and allow children to 

choose the one that interests them.  
 Plan and complete steps for “Guiding Worship.”  
 Write the Bible verse 1 Corinthians 4:2 on sentence strip, cut each word apart, and display it 

on the focal wall. 
 Draw a happy face on one lunch sack and a sad face on another one. Write each of the 

situations below on file cards. 
 Jan spent time reading her Bible instead of watching TV. 
 Chris put off doing his homework until it was bedtime. 
 Jennifer spent her money to buy a gift for a friend. 
 Kevin threw some trash out of the car window. 
 Jose' gave his favorite toy to a needy child. 
 Ashley played with her friend instead of feeding the dog. 
 Bill made a get well card and sent it to his grandmother. 
 LaToya spent all of her allowance at the movies.  
 Antonio helped his younger brother with his math homework. 

 Prepare the story sequence cards from Teaching Resource 9. 
 Display the unit title banner and the Steward—Stewardship poster from the previous sessions. 
 If you have a picture file, display the picture of Nehemiah and the rebuilding of the wall.  
 Secure a basket for collecting the offering and offering envelopes.  
 If available, provide a teaching picture of Nehemiah leading the building of the wall.  
 Secure a CD player and a CD of worship music. 
 Gather the hymnals and locate the hymn “Seek Ye First”7 or find the song chart you prepared   

for session one.  
 Ask an adult to tell the Bible story as if he were Nehemiah. Give him a copy of the 

monologue several days in advance. Provide a Bible costume for him to wear if available.  
 Pray for the leadership of the Holy Spirit as you prepare and teach the children. Pray for 

yourself, the children, and their families.  
 

Getting ready for Bible learning (for teachers) 
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 Read the Bible passages and study the section “Studying the Bible Passage.” Lean the Bible 
verse, 1 Corinthians 4:2. 
 Select a Bible Learning Activity to lead that will meet your children’s needs. Gather 

materials and make the necessary preparations.  
 Pray for yourself, the other teachers, and the children you will teach.  

 
 
Studying the Bible Passage 

 
Background 

The Jews were a conquered people. After the kingdom of Israel had been conquered by the 
Assyrians, the Babylonians conquered the kingdom of Judah and took a large number of Jews 
into captivity. About fifty years later, Cyrus king of Persia conquered Babylonia giving the Jews 
new rulers.  
 
The process of rebuilding Jerusalem and the restoration of Judah took place in stages. Cyrus 
allowed a group of Jews to begin the work of rebuilding the temple in Jerusalem, but it was not 
finished due to local opposition and hardships. A large number of Jews remained in Babylonia. 
These exiled Jews maintained contact with the remnant in Jerusalem. Ezra was given permission 
to lead a group of Jews back to Judah during the reign of Artaxerxes I to complete the work on 
the temple. He reestablished the Law of Moses and the practice of religion. However, the city 
walls and much of the city itself was still in ruins.  

 
Nehemiah 1 

In ancient cities, the peoples’ primary means of defense were the walls around the city. 
Sometimes, these walls were tremendously thick and high. When the walls were destroyed, 
the city was indefensible against its enemies. As you read this chapter, note the depth of 
Nehemiah’s despair at the news of the state of the city of Jerusalem. Nehemiah wrote, “I sat 
down and wept. For some days I mourned and fasted and prayed before the God of heaven” 
(Nehemiah 1:4). God gave Nehemiah a real burden for the Jewish people left in Jerusalem 
and for his homeland.  
 
Nehemiah was the cupbearer for King Artaxerxes. As he prayed, Nehemiah asked God to give 
him success as he approached the king. God had given him a plan. When Nehemiah brought the 
king his wine, Artaxerxes noticed his sad countenance. The king questioned his cup bearer, and 
Nehemiah told him about the plight of the Israelite people in Jerusalem. Nehemiah asked for 
permission to rebuild the city walls. He requested wood from the king’s forests and letters for 
safe conduct as he traveled. Not only did Artaxerxes grant Nehemiah’s request, the king sent 
officers of his army and cavalry with him. (Nehemiah 2:9)  
 
Nehemiah traveled to Jerusalem and inspected the walls by night with a small group of men. 
He found the walls and the gates into the city completely demolished. Finally, Nehemiah 
came before the people of Jerusalem. He told them about the burden God laid on his heart 
and how God had moved the king to allow him to return to Jerusalem. (Nehemiah 2:17-18) 
 
The people heartily agreed to help him and began to work. Nehemiah wisely directed the 
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people to repair the part of the wall that was nearest their homes. Immediately, the workers 
encountered opposition. Enemies from all sides came against the Jews: Ammonites, Amorites, 
Amalekites, Hittites, Jebusites, and Perrizites. They ridiculed the workers and threatened to attack 
them.  
 
How did Nehemiah and the people respond? They responded with prayer and hard work. 
(Nehemiah 4:9) At this point, half of the wall was complete. The people were tired, and 
supplies were diminishing. Nehemiah posted families with swords, spears, and bows in the 
exposed areas of the wall. Half of the men did the work, and the other half stood guard. 
Some of them worked with a weapon at their side. The wall was completed in only 52 days! 
When their enemies heard this, they lost their self-confidence because they realized the work 
could only have been done with God’s help. 

 
Summary 

Nehemiah was led by God to use his time, talents, and resources to rebuild the walls of the 
city of Jerusalem. Although he was a captive of the king of Persia, Nehemiah did not shirk his 
responsibility. Nehemiah not only secured permission from the king and the supplies that 
were needed, he bravely led the Israelites to do the work under extreme difficulties. Younger 
children may think they have nothing to give, but they do. It is our challenge to teach 
children that they are responsible to God for how they use what God has given them.  
 
 
Guiding Bible Learning 
 
Session Bible Learning Activities 
 
Preview: Bible Verse Footprints 
 
Purpose: To help children learn the session Bible verse, 1 Corinthians 4:2 and review the unit 
Bible verses. 
 
Description: Boys and girls will find footprints hidden around the room and place them in 
correct order to complete the Bible verse.  
 
Resources: Bibles; four colors of construction paper; marker; masking tape.  
 
Prepare:  Trace a child’s shoe to make four sets of footprints. Make each set a different color. 
Write one word of the Bible verses on each footprint. Write all the words of one verse on the 
same color of paper. Hide the footprints around the room.  
 
Guide Bible learning: Welcome the children and explain they are going to participate in an 
activity that will help them learn the Bible verses for this unit. Show the students where each 
Bible verse is located in your Bible. Explain that each of these Bible verse teaches us how to be 
good stewards of all that God has given us. 
 
Express Bible learning: Allow the children to pick a color that was used to make the footprints. 
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Ask them to search for the color they chose. When all the footprints have been located, ask the 
boys and girls to place the words of the Bible verse in the correct order on the floor. Allow the 
students to step on the footprints as they say each word of the Bible verse.  
 
Closure: Thank God in prayer for the Bible and what it teaches us about being good stewards.  
 
What Can I Do? Posters 
 
Purpose: To help children learn they are responsible to God for how they use their time, 
abilities, money, and possessions.  
 
Description: Boys and girls will make posters of ways they can use their time, abilities, 
money, and possessions as good stewards.  
 
Resources: Bibles; construction paper; markers; teaching picture of Nehemiah rebuilding 
the wall. 
 
Prepare: Write the titles Time, Abilities, Possessions at the top of each piece of 
construction paper.  
 
Guide Bible learning: Welcome children to your group. Open your Bible to Nehemiah 2:11 
and briefly tell the Bible story. Explain that ancient cities depended on their outer walls to 
protect them from attack from neighboring tribes. When the city’s walls were destroyed, 
the people were humiliated and fearful. Emphasize the fact that Nehemiah and the people 
used their time, talents, energy, and resources to do God’s work—rebuilding the wall 
around Jerusalem. Invite a student to find and read the Bible verse, 1 Corinthians 4:2. 
Remind them that God has given us everything we own. He expects us to be good stewards 
of everything he has given us.  
 
Express Bible learning: Lead boys and girls in a discussion of how they can use their time, 
abilities, and possession to serve God. Write the children’s ideas on the appropriate 
posters. Give the students three pieces of paper. Ask them to draw one picture for each 
category how they may use their time, abilities, and possessions in a way that would please 
God. Lead boys and girls to share their posters with the group.   
 
Closure: Thank God for the children in prayer. Ask God to help them learn to be good 
stewards of their time, abilities, and possessions.  
 
Character Match Up 
 
Purpose: To introduce the children to the session Bible story and review previous Bible stories 
in this unit.  

Description: Boys and girls will match cards containing the names of the people and major 
places or events from the unit Bible stories.  
 
Resources: Bibles; eight file cards; marker; teaching pictures, if available.  
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Prepare: Write these words on file cards: God, creation, Moses, tabernacle, Nehemiah, the 
wall, widow, offering. (You may also use the session Bible verses.) 
 
Guide Bible learning: Welcome children to your group. Open your Bible to Nehemiah 2:11 
and briefly tell the Bible story. Explain that ancient cities depended on their outer walls to 
protect them from attack from neighboring tribes. When the city’s walls were destroyed, 
the people were humiliated and fearful. Emphasize the fact that Nehemiah and the people 
used their time, talents, energy, and resources to rebuild the wall around Jerusalem. Invite 
a student to find and read the Bible verse, 1 Corinthians 4:2. Remind them that God has 
given us everything we own, and we are responsible to be good stewards for God.   

Express Bible learning: Explain to the boys and girls they will be playing a concentration 
game to review the people in the unit Bible stories. Mix up the cards and place them face down 
on the table. Allow the children to take turns turning a card over to find a card with the answer 
that corresponds with the Bible person. Ask the students to explain why their cards go 
together. If teaching pictures are available, they may match them with the name cards as well. 
 
Closure: Thank God that the children are learning how to be good stewards of what he has 
given them.  
 
 
Guiding Worship 
 
Transition to worship: Play music as a signal for the boys and girls to come to worship. 
Welcome new children by name. Thank the children for being good stewards of their time 
today by coming to church.  
 
Learn Bible verse: Lead boys and girls to read the Bible verse, 1 Corinthians 4:2 from the 
focal wall. Instruct them to find the verse in their Bibles. (Teachers should help students locate 
the Bible verse.) Explain that 1 Corinthians is found in the New Testament, and it is one of 
Paul’s letters. Say, God has given us everything we have. He expects us to be faithful to use 
what we have for him. Ask, What does the word faithful mean? (loyal) We are responsible to 
God for the way we use the things he has given us. Remove the Bibles verse pieces from the 
wall, scramble them about, and pass them out the group. Ask the children who have one of the 
words to stand in front of the group in the proper order. Guide the group to say the verse again.   
 
Give an offering: Lead the children in prayer, and play worship music while passing the 
offering basket. Remind the children that giving an offering is an act of worship. Tell them 
God wants us to give an offering because we love him and want to obey him.  
 
Using music: Pass out the hymnals or display the song chart you prepared for “Seek Ye First.”8  
Invite a student to lead the group in singing the song.  
 
Introduce Bible story: Ask the boys and girls if they remember what the words steward and 
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stewardship mean? Discuss the definition of these words. Open your Bible to Nehemiah 2:11, 
and explain this is where our Bible story is found. Explain that we have a guest today who will 
tell how God used him to lead the Israelites to rebuild the wall around Jerusalem. Introduce the 
person portraying Nehemiah to the students.  
 
Teaching tip: Do not insist the person doing the monologue tell it word for word. It will be 
more realistic if he tells it in his own words.  
 
Nehemiah’s Monologue:  
 
I had been serving in the palace of the king of Persia for many years when a group of men 
from Jerusalem came to see me. They reported that the walls surrounding the city were 
completely torn down. The men said the people in Jerusalem were discouraged and afraid they 
would be attacked by their enemies at any time.  
 
After hearing this distressing news, I sat down and cried. I immediately got down on my knees 
and prayed to God for help. While I was praying, God gave me an idea! I thought, Could I 
really do it? Would the king let me go? I know God will help me.   
 
While I was serving the king later that day, he saw how sad I looked. The king said, 
Nehemiah, my friend, what is bothering you? Your expression is so gloomy. Respectfully, I 
told him about the situation in Jerusalem and about the needs of the people. When the king 
asked what he could do, I boldly asked his permission to travel to Jerusalem. I asked him for 
wood to rebuild the walls and letters giving me permission to travel to Jerusalem. The king 
was so pleased to help me that he even sent his soldiers to protect me on the journey.  
 
When I arrived in Jerusalem, the sight of the destruction of the city and the surrounding 
walls made me very distressed. I told the leaders of the people how God had brought me 
to Jerusalem with the help of the king. Everyone was excited, and we started working at 
once.  
 
When we had finished rebuilding half of the wall, some men from the neighboring tribes 
saw our work and began making fun of us. They even threatened to hurt us if we kept 
working. We all prayed and asked for God’s help. The next day, I instructed some of our 
workers to stand guard while the others worked on the walls. Our men were frightened, 
but they kept working. Because we were faithful stewards of our time, abilities, and 
possessions, the city walls were finished in only fifty-two days. 
 
Thank Nehemiah for sharing his story with the children.  
 
Review Bible story: Show the teaching picture and ask the children to tell what is 
happening. Lead the children to review the Bible story by sequencing the major events 
of the story. Distribute the story sequencing cards you prepared. Let the children read them 
aloud and decide which event occurred first. Ask the student with the first card to place it on the 
floor in front of the large group. Invite the person with the second event to place his below the 
first card. Continue until all the cards are on the floor in order. Lead the boys and girls to read 
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all the cards to make sure they are in proper order.  
 
Life application: Tell the boys and girls that God holds us accountable for how we use our 
time, possessions, and the abilities God has given us. Show the paper sacks, and explain that 
they will take turns picking a situation card to place in the appropriate sack. If the card 
describes good stewardship, they should place it in the smile sack. If not, the card should be 
placed in the sack with a frown on it. When all the cards are sorted, lead the students to 
identify ways the people who did not use their time, abilities, possessions for God could 
become good stewards.  
 
Closure: Thank God for the boys and girls. Ask God to help the children learn to be good 
stewards of all that God has given them.   
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Teaching Resource 1 
Use with Session 1, Bible Learning Activity, “Bible Verse Code” 
 

BIBLE VERSE CODE 
 
Find the letter that matches the picture in the code below. Print the letter under the 
correct picture. Use your Bible to check your work.  
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Teaching Resource 2 
Use with Session 1, Bible Learning Activity, “Creation Word Search” 
 

CREATION WORD SEARCH 
 
God created many things for you to use and enjoy. Using the words below, find and circle 
the words for some things God created. The words may be found horizontally, vertically, 
and diagonally.  

Z 
 

S U N 

E 
 

D K X 

Y 
 

U Z Y 

M 
 

O O N 

S 
 

L 
 

X B 

T 
 

C Y T 

A 
 

F L O W

R 
 

A N I M

S N O W 

ANIMALS CLOUDS 
RIVERS SKY 
BIRDS PEOPLE 

SUNSHINE TREES 
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S H I N E 

R E Y G P 

E Y X R E 

V X Z A O 

I R D S P 

R E E S L 

 E R S E 

 A L S Y 

X F I S H 
 
 

FLOWERS MOON 
FISH GRASS 

SNOW STARS 
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Teaching Resource 3 
Use with Session 1, Guiding Worship  
 
 

FISH PATTERN 
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Teaching Resource 4 
 

UNIT REVIEW QUESTIONS 
 
Session 1 
 

1. How many days did it take God to create the world? (six) 
2. What did God say about each thing he created? (It was good.) 
3. What was God’s last creation? (man and woman) 
4. What did God do on the seventh day? (rested) 
5. Finish the Bible verse: “Through___ all _____were____ .”  John 1:3 (him, things, made) 
 
 
Session 2 
 

1. Who gave the instructions for building the tabernacle? (God) 
2. What was the tabernacle? (It was a tent the people could move when they traveled. It was 

a place of worship of God.) 
3. What were some of the things the people gave for the tabernacle? (gold, silver, bronze, 

fine cloth, animal skins) 
4. Why did the people stop bringing materials for the tabernacle? (Moses told them to stop 

because there was enough.) 
5. Finish the Bible verse: “God ____a ________ giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7 (loves, 

cheerful) 
 
 
Session 3 
 

1. What did the widow give as an offering? (two copper coins) 
2. Why was Jesus pleased with her offering? (It was all she had.) 
3. Why should we give money to the church? (To help the church tell people about 

Jesus.) 
4. Complete this sentence: Giving an offering is an act of _______ to God. (worship) 
5. Finish the Bible verse: “It is more_____ to give than to ________.” Acts ____ 

(blessed, receive, 20:35) 
 

  
Session 4 
 

1. What was the bad news the men told Nehemiah? (The wall around Jerusalem was 
destroyed.) 

2. What did Nehemiah want to do about it? (Rebuild the wall.) 
3. How did the people work together? (Some people built the wall and some stood guard.) 
4. How many days did it take to rebuild the wall? (52 days) 
5. What did the people do after their work was finished? (They praised God.) 

 
Teaching Resource 5 
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Use with Session 2, Bible Learning Activity, “Unlock the Bible Message” 
 

UNLOCK THE BIBLE MESSAGE 
 

Fill in the blanks inside the circle. Start at the arrow. Write down every other letter. Move 
around the circle to the right two times.  

 
 

Teaching Resource 6 
Use with Session 2, Bible Learning Activity, “The Tabernacle” 
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TABERNACLE PATTERN 

 
Make copies of this pattern and cut it out. Use the directions from Teaching Resource 7 to 
make the Tabernacle.  

 
Teaching Resource 7 
Use with Session 2, Bible Learning Activity, “The Tabernacle” 
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TABERNACLE DIRECTIONS 
 

Fold up flaps 1 and 2. Fold down at 3 (center line). Lap over 4 and 5 and tape them down. 
Fold down at 6 and 7 and up at 8 and 9.  
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teaching Resource 8 
Use with Session 2, Bible Learning Activity “The Tabernacle” 
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TABERNACLE OFFERINGS 
 

Find the Bible verses below. Draw a line to match the Bible verse with the items the 
Israelites brought for the tabernacle. Some of the items may be the work people did on the 
tabernacle.  
 
 

 
 Exodus 37:17 

 
 
Exodus 35:6 (3 things) 
 
 
Exodus 27:20 
 
 
Exodus 25:3 (3 things) 
 
 
Exodus 35:22 
 
 
Exodus 35:25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teaching Resource 9 
Use with Session 4, Guiding Worship 
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Hammered gold lamps 
 
Gold jewelry 
 
Women spun yarn 
 
Blue, purple, and scarlet yarn 
 
Goat hair 
 
Gold 
 
Olive oil for light 
 
Bronze 
 
Fine linen 
 
Silver 
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STORY SEQUENCE CARDS 
 
Copy the cards below and cut them apart.  
 
 

Men came to tell Nehemiah the city wall was destroyed. 
 
 

Nehemiah asked the king for permission to go to Jerusalem.  
 
 

Nehemiah traveled to Jerusalem with the king’s soldiers.  
 
 

Nehemiah asked the people to help rebuild the wall.  
 
 

Enemies threatened the workers. 
 
 

Some people worked while others stood guard. 
 
 

The people praised God for helping them.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teaching Resource 10 
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ADDITIONAL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
 
 
1. Picture Posing: Ask children to look at the teaching picture and study it carefully. Lead a    

discussion of what they see in the picture. Ask the boys and girls to pose exactly like the 
picture, and invite other students to guess who the people are and what they are doing. 

2. Paper Tearing: Provide each child in your small group with several different colors of 
paper. The idea is to make a picture by tearing different colors of paper instead of using 
scissors. For example, the children could make a wall like the one Nehemiah and his helpers 
built from torn paper. The wall could be made from one or two colors of construction 
paper. The children do not use scissors, but they tear small pieces of paper to resemble 
stones stacked on one another. The torn pieces of paper should be glued on another sheet of 
paper to make their picture. 

 
3. Review Cards: This activity can be used as a review of all the unit Bible verses or Bible 

stories. Punch t w o  holes near the bottom corners of four file cards for each child. Give 
each child the file cards, a pencil or marker, and a red marker. Ask them to write one of 
the session Bible verses on each card, omitting one of the words. Students should draw a 
blank line where the missing word should go. On the front of the card, near one hole, 
print the word that would fill in the blank. Near the other hole, write a word that would 
not make sense.   

 
 Show the children how to put a pencil through the hole next to the correct word. With the 

pencil still in the hole, turn the card over and draw a red circle around the hole with the 
pencil in it. This circle indicates that it is the correct word to finish the Bible verse. (See 
illustration below.) Allow children to trade cards and test each other.   

 

____
Chris
Bapt
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Teaching Resource 11 
 
 

GAMES 
 
 
1. Letter Board: Use this game to review Bible stories or books of the Bible. Use a yardstick 

to divide a piece of poster board into five inch squares. Write one letter in each square. 
Choose letters that are common first letters of Bible names or books of the Bible. You may 
place the letters in more than one location on the board. To play the game, place the letter 
board on the floor in the center of the large group. A child tosses a bean bag onto the board. 
Using the letter on which the bean bag landed, he should tell the name of a person in the Bible 
whose name begins with the letter or a book of the Bible that begins with the letter. Once a 
name or book is chosen, it cannot be used again. Extend this game by challenging the 
children to tell something they remember about the Bible story.  

 
2.   Character Clues: Use this game as a review of Bible people from the unit of study. Write 

the names Widow, Rich Man, Nehemiah, King, Jesus, Workers, and Moses on pieces of 
construction paper. Punch holes in the top corners and thread a 2’ length of yarn through 
them. Ask a volunteer to wear the sign without seeing the name. He should allow the other 
students to see the sign. Lead the group to give the volunteer clues from the Bible stories so 
he can guess whose name he is wearing. Try to avoid letting the children say, The name starts 
with a D. or other similar clues.   
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