
 
 

Are Leftovers Good Enough for God?   

Even on a hot summer afternoon, rain is not always a welcome sight. When 
it is harvest time, there is the constant fear that the weather might cause the 
loss of the crop. The farmer knows the urgency of the harvest. When the 
grain is ripe, all distractions are set aside and full attention is given to getting 
the wheat into the barn. There is no time to spare because a thunderstorm 
can destroy a ripened field and nullify the labor of an entire year.  

Massive, mechanized equipment is available to the modern farmer in order 
to speed the harvest. A large field of grain can be cut in just a few days when 
all the conditions are right. However, the farmer in Old Testament times did 
his work by hand. He sensed the same urgency, but there was little he could 
do to make the work go faster. If a portion of the crop was lush and abundant 
and another portion lean and scarce, the farmer would naturally harvest the 
good part first. It made sense for the Jewish farmer to begin in the corner of 
the field that produced the finest grain. The good stuff was called 
"firstfruits."  

Once we understand the significance of the firstfruits, we comprehend the 
appropriate manner of giving to God. "Honor the LORD with your wealth, 
with the firstfruits of all your crops. . ." (Proverbs 3:9). Simply stated, we 
must not give God the leftovers. When giving to God we must give the first 
and the best. To give the firstfruits is an expression of thanksgiving because 
it is God who gives the harvest. It is also an evidence of faith. When we give 
the first and best to God, it demonstrates our confidence that He will make 
the remainder sufficient for our needs (see Proverbs 3:10).  

 


