
 
 

An Inadequate God 

The young man came to Jesus seeking the- answer to the most important 
question of life - "What must I do to inherit eternal life?" (Luke 18:18). He 
had all the proper credentials to indicate that he had already discovered the 
precious treasure. He was religious, moral, a community leader, and 
wealthy. There was nothing lacking from all appearances.  

Yet, he came to Jesus with a hunger for something more. In response to the 
question of eternity, Jesus provided a startling response. From our Baptist 
heritage we expect Him to say, "Follow the 'Roman Road'" or, "Pray the 
'sinner's prayer' and you will be saved." However, Jesus asked him to keep 
the commandments.  

With confidence bordering on pretension, the seeker claimed to have 
fulfilled that responsibility. Rather than arguing the theological issue, Jesus 
probed the man's real problem - "You still lack one thing. Sell everything 
you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then 
come, follow me" (Luke 18:22). Once again the story takes a surprising 
twist. We expect the man to become enraged. This man was a community 
leader, a religious, moral man. He is the kind of person that we would gladly 
welcome into membership in the church. He and his tithe would be an asset 
to any congregation. However, instead of anger we see sadness - "When he 
heard this, he became very sad, because he was a man of great wealth" 
(Luke 18:23).  

The man was sad because he could not be saved. Salvation eluded him 
because he belonged to another god. It is impossible to serve both God and 
money (see Luke 16:13). The warning for us concerns the danger of loving 
money. Money is much more than currency. It is a potential god that can 
keep us from knowing the true God. Every money management principle is 
based on the foundation that money is not the god of our lives.  


