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Do I really need a will?

   n today’s world, with changing laws 

and lots of experts, there are many 

questions about estate planning and 

the importance of a will. It’s easy to 

fi nd a lot of information about living 

trusts and other planning tools and 

sometimes the need for a will gets 

lost among all the material.  

BUT, you need a will IF. . .

I



Your marital status changes – Any kind of marital 
change – whether newly married, widowed or divorced 
– requires a review of your estate plan. There may be 
people named in your will that you no longer wish to 
remember or some new people that you want to add. 
In addition, blended families can present their own set 
of challenges to insure that each person’s assets are 
distributed to the proper side of the family.

You want peace of mind and heart – Knowing that, 
when the Lord calls you home, you are not leaving 
problems for those you leave behind can be a blessing 
to you now. By making the Lord your partner in 
developing your estate plan and writing your will, you 
can have the peace of knowing that you’ve been a good 
steward.

You are over 17 years old and own anything at all –
While personal items are often distributed by family 
members, anything you own that has a title, like a 
car or boat or a house, or is held by an institution, 
like a bank account, will (with some exceptions) 
require a will or action of the court in order to transfer 
ownership. A will allows you to determine who will get 
it and will be the least expensive way to accomplish 
your wishes. Including a list of your personal property 
and how you want it divided can help prevent some 
family misunderstandings and help the days after your 
home-going to be less stressful for your loved ones. 
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You are married – Texas is a community property state 
which means that, with some exceptions, everything a 
couple acquires while they are married belongs equally 
to both of them. Each spouse’s will can only dispose of 
their half of the estate, so each of you needs to have 
your own will. Also, there is a possibility of both dying 
in the same event – a car accident, for example. These 
days, there may be tax issues as well that makes a will 
important regardless of who dies fi rst.

You are single – A person who is single, either never 
married, divorced or widowed, needs to have a will and 
make sure it is up-to-date. In Texas, if you die without 
a will, or “intestate,” the state has prepared a will for 
you, leaving your estate to your “closest relatives” 
as defi ned by state law. Maybe the division of assets 
would be done as you would wish, but maybe not. Your 
relatives don’t get to choose and the legal expense of 
that process can sap a lot of the resources that you 
leave. A will lets you decide who gets what, including 
non-family members, if you wish.

You have adult children – Sometimes “share and share 
alike” is not the best division of assets among the 
kids. A will allows you to recognize that there may be 
different needs among different children. If the adult 
children are still young, a managed trust fund that 
provides a regular income might be the best way to 
be sure that the kids spend their inheritance wisely in 
their early adult years.

You have minor children – If you die without a will, 
the court may place your share of the family’s assets 
in trust for your children, making it diffi cult for your 
spouse or other caregiver to have access to it for the 
children’s benefi t. In the case of simultaneous deaths, 
a will allows you to appoint a guardian to care for your 
children. Otherwise, the court may appoint someone 
that would not be your fi rst choice.

You want to be a good steward – Matthew 25:21 tells 
us to be good stewards of everything we possess. 
While decisions like this are never easy, it is a part of 
our stewardship responsibility and it makes a strong 
statement to your family that you have taken this 
responsibility seriously. Leaving the decisions on how 
to divide your estate to your family or to the state of 
Texas can be divisive and costly. 

You want to remember other family members 
or special friends – The will that the state of Texas has 
drafted for you in case you don’t have one may not 
include someone that you want to help specifi cally, 
such as a special-needs nephew or niece or a close 
friend that you would like to remember with a portion 
of your assets. A will that you draft can name these 
people specifi cally and the amounts you want them to 
receive.

You want to leave anything to Baptist causes – 
A bequest in your will is the only way to include the 
Lord’s work in your estate. While family obligations 
would certainly come fi rst, it’s a great way to remind 
your children and grandchildren of the things that you 
valued and supported while you could write the check. 
Also, depending on your fi nancial resources, it may 
be possible for you to leave a lot more assets to your 
favorite Baptist cause through your will than you could 
while you were alive.

You want to keep expenses low – A good will can 
reduce all the expenses associated with settling an 
estate. Even a small estate can lose a lot of its value to 
attorney’s fees and court costs without a proper will.

You want to name the executor – Whom do you want 
making decisions about how your estate is settled? 
You have two choices: someone appointed by a judge 
you don’t know or a close friend or relative whose 
judgment you trust. Your will gives you the opportunity 
to name someone who knows you well and will try to 
make decisions as you would.

21 His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many
   things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ Matthew 25:21 (NIV)


