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MISSIONS

ZAMBIA—In the early morning hours in Mapanza, Zambia, 

the donkeys bray, the roosters crow, the dogs bark, and New 

Day Orphanage slowly comes to life.

Blu and Darbi Tidwell, from Alvarado, Texas, manage New 

Day Orphanage alongside six other American family units and 

nine Zambian workers. They strive to teach the 17 orphans 

living there about Jesus and to give them a good education, all 

while keeping the children in their own culture.

In 2003, Blu and Darbi began a two-year journey in Zambia 

with the International Mission Board where they worked with 

youth and church planting. After returning to the United States 

in 2005, Blu attended Southwestern Baptist Theological 

Seminary in Fort Worth. It was during that time that the 

couple felt God calling them to return to Zambia and to work 

with children.  

“God laid on our hearts His plan to reach future generations 

using children—teaching them His Word and truth from the 

time they are young,” Darbi said.

In September 2009, they approached Chief Mapanza and 

traded a loaf of bread for 66 acres of land. The couple gave 

up the ease of the American life to make their new home in 

the Zambian village with their three children by their side—

Caedmon, 9; Cambree, 7; and Cason, 5. The area had not been 

farmed in decades and was considered “the bush.”

Now, five years later, the land has five staff houses, three 

boreholes, two orphan houses, two volunteer houses, a 

school, a library, a computer lab, a playground, a grinding mill 

and a store. 

New Day Orphanage is nearly self-sustaining. With 150 

chickens, 20 goats, three dairy cows, three beef cows, and 

other farming and domesticated animals, the missionaries and 

natives work together to provide for themselves.

Through a partnership with Texas Baptists, the Tidwells 

are supported by church-based mission sending which is 

designed to provide support to overseas, cross-cultural 

missionaries sent by local congregations.

In the midst of daily tasks of cooking, teaching and working on 

construction, the family faces the hardship of living in a culture 

where they are constantly viewed as outsiders.

“We have to try to learn the language, follow cultural 

expectations and develop meaningful relationships with those 

around us,” Blu began to explain. “But the more we learn about 

how to do that, the more we realize how difficult it is to be 

accepted by the community.”

The ultimate goal for New Day Orphanage is to provide 

housing for and to raise 80-100 children who can relate to 

their own culture and spread the Gospel more effectively than 

CULTURAL BARRIERS OUTWEIGHED  
BY INCOMPARABLE BLESSINGS

the Tidwells as “outsiders” can. Since the orphans are 3 to 12 years 

old right now, it is a long haul journey, which may take years before 

they really see fruit.

The trials, though, are far outweighed by the blessings the 

Tidwells experience. While Caedmon, Cambree and Cason find 

joy in having sleepovers and soccer games with their friends at the 

orphanage, Blu and Darbi delight in seeing the orphans grow in the 

Lord. 

“The biggest blessing is getting to see these children with no hope 

for their future be hand-picked by God to grow up at New Day and 

the opportunity to watch their lives change before our eyes,” Darbi 

said. “Listening to them pray is probably the biggest blessing for 

me.”

Coming from the comfort of America, Blu said it was difficult to 

be put in a situation where they became totally dependent on 

God rather than their own strengths and abilities. Starting an 

orphanage has shown them how clearly God provides.

“In Zambia, we constantly find ourselves in situations where our 

only option is to trust completely in the Lord,” he explained. “It’s 

a scary situation to be in, but one that is a blessing because it 

deepens our faith and relationship with Him.”

Whether times are easy or difficult, the Tidwell family always 

turns to the Scriptures to remember their purpose. For Darbi, 

Galatians 6:9 reminds her to not grow weary and that there will be 

reaping one day in Zambia. For Blu, 1 Corinthians 15:10 shows him 

that nothing is done in his own strength.

“God has allowed us to serve Him in Zambia, but at the end of 

the day the orphanage is not dependent on us,” Blu said. “The 

responsibility to care for, provide and teach so many orphans is a 

big one. But it is encouraging to know that God’s plan will prevail 

despite our shortcomings.”

The Tidwells’ home church, First Baptist Church in Alvarado, 

along with nine other Texas Baptists churches help send them 

and support the orphanage. To learn more about supporting the 

Tidwells’ ministry, visit texasbaptists.org/newdayorphanage. 
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The video is disturbing. A two-year-old Chinese girl, YueYue, 

is struck and run over by a van. Passersby ignore her, a truck 

runs over her legs, and more people pass by. Finally, a scrap 

collector stops to remove the child from the street. YueYue 

later dies of the injuries.

The death in 2011 led to an outpouring of concern in China 

about the callousness of the drivers and the passersby. 

Eventually, authorities arrested the drivers.

“In addition to laments about the state of Chinese society 

and threats to the drivers, the story led to an outpouring of 

donations to the victim’s family and to the scrap collector who 

stopped to help her,” says John Osburg in a review of Evan 

Osnos’ new book, Age of Ambition: Chasing Fortune, Truth, 

and Faith in the New China.1

China, it seems, is coming to grips with the de-humanizing 

elements of a consumerist, secular society.

Osburg says, in his Foreign Affairs review, that China’s 

expanding economy has not led to the political reform 

that many in the West expected. “As Chinese citizens 

grew wealthier, the thinking went, they would conform to 

the predictive models of political science and demand a 

government that better represented their interests and 

protected their newly acquired assets.”

They haven’t. Instead, they have busied themselves 

with improving education and making money while the 

government provides a stable living environment.

“Chinese society has transformed in many ways,” Osburg 

says. “But the country’s politics have remained more or less 

frozen – or even regressed.”

Osnos, in Age of Ambition, speaks of a different evolution 

within Chinese society.2

“In his riveting profiles of entrepreneurs, journalists, artists, 

dissidents, and strivers, Osnos discovers the emergence in 

Chinese society of something even more fundamental than a 

desire for political representation: a search for dignity,” says 

Osburg. “A growing segment of Chinese society now not only 

yearns to be well clothed and well fed, but also feels a keen 

desire for truth, meaning, and spiritual fulfillment.”

In 1976, Mao’s death and the nation’s abandonment of the 

“Cultural Revolution” left an ideological vacuum in China, 

Osburg says.

“The economic boom that followed, coupled with government 

suppression of political dissent and official hostility toward 

organized religion, all but guaranteed that pragmatism and 

materialism would trump faith or ideology. This has led to 

what intellectuals and ordinary Chinese call a ‘moral crisis’ or 

STRONG BELIEFS

CHINA SEARCHES FOR MEANING 
IN THE MIDST OF PROSPERITY

a ‘spiritual vacuum.’ … It seems to many Chinese that in the 

absence of a widely shared set of values, concern for fellow 

citizens has become a scarce commodity – and that life itself 

has become cheap.”

Osnos compares the aftermath of YueYue’s death to Kitty 

Genovese’s murder in New York City in 1964. It “has become 

an allegory of the decline of civic virtue and social trust,” he 

says.

At the same time, the nation’s response to a 2008 earthquake 

in Sichuan points in a different direction as “philanthropic and 

volunteer organizations have blossomed in recent years, and 

charitable giving is on the rise,” Osnos continues.

Osburg writes that the “most significant response to the 

perceived moral and spiritual crisis has been a surprising 

flourishing of religion. Middle-class professionals and 

entrepreneurs are turning to Christianity and Buddhism in 

ever-greater numbers. … Nationwide, the number of Christians 

has grown from just a few million underground worshipers in 

the late 1970s to an estimated 67 million today.”

China has been in frantic pursuit of development for more 

than two decades. Osburg explains, “The Communist 

Party has shown that it can deliver hundreds of shiny new 

airports and thousands of miles of high-speed railways. 

But its ideological offerings during the reform era have 

failed miserably. As Osnos puts it, ‘Thirty years after China 

embarked on its fitful embrace of the free market, it has no 

single unifying doctrine – no “central melody” – and there 

is nothing predestined about what kind of country it is 

becoming.’”

This story of China tells us something about life in the United 

States, as well. We have benefited greatly from having a free 

and open government promoting a free and open economy. 

In the midst of this awareness, it is good to remember that 

the United States also has had a unifying doctrine – a “central 

melody” – regarding the value and dignity of people.

From the start, we have noted that this value comes from 

beyond ourselves – that “all men are created equal, that 

they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 

Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 

Happiness.”

For those of us who are Christian Americans, the words of 

the Declaration of Independence connect neatly with truths 

arising from Scripture. This is God’s world, and those of us 

who live here have responsibilities toward God and toward 

one another. Jesus said: “You shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” 

And “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew 

22:37, 39)

Government and economics are critically important, but 

without a “central melody” rooted in ultimate reality and  

the value of persons, we can easily lose our way. Many 

Chinese are figuring this out; many Americans could  

stand to remember it.

Ferrell Foster is the Director of Ethics and Justice for Texas 

Baptists’ Christian Life Commission.

Sources:
1 Osburg, John. “Can’t Buy Me Love.” Foreign Affairs. Council on Foreign Relations, September/October 2014, Vol. 93, No. 5.
2 Osnos, Evan. Age of Ambition: Chasing Fortune, Truth, and Faith in the New China. Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 2014.
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COOPERATION

Being a light in the city where you live requires going beyond 

the church walls to minister to those around you. Southland 

Baptist Church in San Angelo has made community 

involvement a part of the DNA of their congregation. They 

see value in investing in the social capital of their community, 

not only to meet needs but more importantly to live out the 

Gospel day to day.

Six years ago, Southland Baptist Church adopted a local 

elementary school to care for, pray for, and provide for 

when needs arise. Church members serve the teachers and 

principal in many ways, from providing monthly teacher 

appreciation lunches, to men in the church mentoring young 

boys without fathers. One Sunday school class of elderly 

women adopted a kindergarten class and would meet each 

week to cut out supplies like purple dinosaur shapes. The 

women found great joy working on the project and the 

teacher was blessed by the extra help.

The school is located in a low-income area and many parents 

are working multiple jobs to make ends meet, which prevents 

them from volunteering for typical school activities. This is 

where Southland members step in and help with activities like 

the yearly Fall Festival.

“Issues and challenges that some people face in our city are 

not always on our everyday plate,” said Pastor Taylor Sandlin. 

“This builds genuine relationships with people who look 

differently and live differently than some of us. It helps us to 

have a bigger vision of the world in our community.”

MISSIONAL DNA

Southland also helps with a summer feeding program in 

San Angelo that involved 15 local church congregations and 

provided more then 27,000 meals this summer to local 

children. Shelly Blanton and Sari Martin were involved in 

helping the feeding program thrive in the city and are very 

engaged in checking in on teachers and parents’ needs 

regularly.

One week, while visiting the school, Shelly and Sari noticed 

one of the families was struggling. After visiting with the 

family, the women found out one of the parents had recently 

started a full-time job, but the transition had been diffi cult, 

with a gap in income as the family was taken off subsidized 

rent. The family was facing eviction and did not know where 

to turn.

Shelly and Sari contacted the church about the situation and 

funds were made available to help the family through the 

diffi cult few weeks.

“Because of that genuine relationship, our church was able 

to step in and help,” Sandlin said. “People on the other side 

of the city are no longer abstract to us. They have names 

and faces and stories. Helping them becomes as natural as 

helping the people who are in our church every week.”

From hosting English as a Second Language (ESL) courses 

on the church campus on Wednesday nights, to ministries 

in the local prison and hospitals, Southland church members 

are engaged in countless service opportunities in their city 

each week.

“Our prayer is for every church member to be engaged in 

some kind of missional activity for our community each 

week,” said Sandlin. “One church can’t do everything, but we 

can make a difference in our community and share the love 

of Jesus.”
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On the North side of Houston stands a small building known 

as the Gano Mission Center. Visitors on any given week range 

from 5 to 85 years old. The Mission Center, funded by the 

Texas Baptist Hunger Offering, provides many services to the 

low-income community, from a food pantry to an after-school 

kids program.

One Thursday, an elderly couple came into the center for the 

weekly Senior Adult Ministry. The morning went as usual, 

with breakfast, a time for games like dominoes and cards, and 

then the worship service and Bible study. The couple met with 

Director Dora Hernandez, and shared a simple prayer request 

– help in spiritual and emotional healing over the death of their 

daughter. The Alainzes explained how they lost their daughter 

two years before in a domestic violence incident. They were 

recovering from the heartbreak and anguish, which at times 

was too much to bear. Not only had their marriage suffered, 

but both were also dealing with depression.

That morning, they heard the Gospel message during Bible 

study and responded with a desire to learn more about Jesus. 

Dora scheduled a home visit and shared with the couple about 

the hope God can provide, even in the darkest of times. She 

then led the couple in a prayer as they became Christians.

Over the next few months, the Alainzes began attending a 

discipleship program at the Center and eagerly learned more 

about Jesus. As they have grown in their faith, peace has 

poured over them. Mrs. Alainz began volunteering for the 

Center and giving back to the place that changed her life.

Recently, she shared with Dora she has forgiven her son-

in-law for taking away their daughter. Only by God’s grace 

could such an act be made possible. The Alainz family still 

faces many struggles, including a pending trial and helping 

raise their three grandchildren. While the journey will still be 

difficult for many years to come, they now have a hope to cling 

to each day.

Dora never knows who may walk through the door of the 

Gano Mission Center, but each day she is ready to share the 

Gospel with those who need to hear it.

“We share the Gospel for the first time with a lot of families 

through the food pantry and our other ministries,” Dora said.  

“There are so many who ask for prayer for family matters. God 

is moving in these people’s lives. We plant the seeds in their 

hearts and He moves in mighty ways.”

HEALING FROM HEARTBREAK

COOPERATION

Seth* joined the Baptist Student Ministry at West Texas A&M 

University as an international student in the early 2000s and 

became a Christian during his time there. He prayed often 

for his parents to come to faith, not knowing at the time how 

God would use friends he made to answer those prayers years 

later.

During his time in Canyon, Texas, Seth met many influential 

people in his life, including Buddy Young, BSM director. Once 

he completed his degree, Seth returned home to Taiwan and 

remained in contact with many Texas friends. 

In 2008, Buddy took a team of BSM students to Taiwan on a 

short-term mission trip and he was able to meet up with Seth. 

As the friends reconnected, it was clear that Seth’s faith had 

grown tremendously and he was being a great witness to his 

parents, planting seeds of the Gospel in their lives. Buddy 

shared about Christ with Seth’s parents on that trip and it 

stirred a new passion in their hearts.

“When they were young, they experienced Christ's love,” Seth 

said. “I guess it was God's schedule for them to meet Buddy 

later and then help them recognize Jesus as their savior.”

At the end of the trip, Buddy promised Seth when his parents 

made decisions for Christ, he would come back to Taiwan to 

baptize them.

This August, about 10 years after Seth left the BSM at 

WTAMU and six years since Buddy shared the gospel with 

Seth’s family, Seth contacted Buddy because his parents were 

asking many questions about the Lord.

Unbeknownst to Seth, Buddy had a friend named Todd 

Blackhurst who was serving as a missionary in Taichung, 

Taiwan, very close to Seth’s family. Buddy called Todd, 

formerly a youth minister in Amarillo, and asked him to go visit 

Seth and his family as they discussed salvation. 

“I realized they were very near to God, but needed help 

from someone who could really speak to them in their heart 

language (I’m not quite there yet),” Todd said. “So I asked if 

I could bring my pastor to visit with them and they readily 

agreed. Pastor Lu and Pastor Noah from our church in 

Taichung were so excited to go with me to Seth’s home. So 

this week, we went and by God’s grace and power – Seth’s 

father repented and received Jesus as his Savior right then and 

there!”

Just a few days later, Seth’s mom also came to faith in Christ 

and Buddy is now making plans to fly to Taiwan and baptize 

Seth’s parents in his home church. Connections made more 

than 10 years ago in a small West Texas BSM proved to be 

vital in spreading the Gospel in Taiwan.

*Name has been changed

PLANTED SEEDS  
MULTIPLY ACROSS THE GLOBE

EVANGELISM
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EVANGELISM

With a blue tub, some water and a pickup truck, Paul Gonzalez 

drives the homemade baptistery across town to a house 

where about 15 people are gathered to celebrate the salvation 

of their fellow church member.   

Just as in most major cities, San Antonio has an abundance 

of church options. From small to large, traditional to 

contemporary, residents can fi nd almost any congregation 

to fi t their worship and fellowship preferences. Oftentimes, 

though, there are still people who are turned off by church 

buildings and large crowds.

In 2008, Woodlawn Hills Baptist Church began to think 

outside the West San Antonio church walls and went back 

to the book of Acts where believers had church in their 

own homes. Pastor Gonzales began training up members 

to become leaders amongst their own networks of friends, 

neighbors and coworkers.

Now with 25 house churches, each leader hosts about 12 to 15 

individuals.  Together they learn how to read the Bible, journal 

Scripture, pray, fellowship, and open up to share what they are 

learning. As house churchgoers grow stronger in their faith, 

Gonzales said they can then minister to their own networks.

With that idea in mind, the church practices 2 Timothy 2:2 

where Paul encourages Timothy to take the truth he learned 

and teach it to others.

“It’s not about coming and gathering in my house and that’s 

the end of it,” Gonzales said. “We want them to become 

believers and grow and learn, and we also want them to 

experience the joy in ministering to other people.”

Gonzales preaches Matthew 18:20 often, pointing out that 

church can take any form where two or three are gathered in 

His name. He said looking at it as more than just a building will 

help the Body of Christ sustain a strong foundation if disaster 

strikes.

“What would happen if terrorists attack the church building?” 

he questioned. His hope is that the church would not cease 

to exist, but would thrive and grow stronger by continuing to 

meet wherever they can.

While most of the Woodlawn Hills house churches convene 

in literal houses, some take place in a local Starbucks, 

McDonald’s, a park or any location that is convenient for the 

audience the leaders are reaching.

Sunday mornings at Woodlawn Hills average about 70 in 

attendance while the house churches, which often meet on 

weekdays, record around 300. The attribution for the higher 

turnout can be given to the friendly, comfortable environment 

of the home, Gonzales said.

The house church initiative not only creates a relaxed 

atmosphere for those turned off by a traditional building 

structure, but the smaller group also provides a sense of 

accountability that many large churches may not be able to 

give so easily.

“In a small group setting, when you miss a week, everybody 

knows. You’ll get calls, you’ll get contacted…we have high 

accountability,” Gonzales explained.

BACK TO THE BASICS

Along with the accountability comes weekly encouragement 

to stay consistent in Bible reading and in giving. Tithing is at 

almost 100%, he said, as members feel more motivated to 

give when their close peers are doing the same.  

Every month, Woodlawn Hills hosts a game night on the lawn 

outside the building in an effort to bring all the house church 

groups together for an evening of fun and fellowship. As 

for the portable baptistery, Gonzales uses it to travel to the 

house, meeting place or the church building where members 

are gathered to baptize new believers.

House church is not the only way to do church, Gonzales said. 

But in a community where many people feel uncomfortable 

in a big church building, the location is far less important than 

doing whatever it takes to search and rescue the lost.

The house churches of Woodlawn Hills are a part of Texas 

Baptists’ organic church initiative, led by Mario Gonzalez, 

which starts churches wherever necessary to help fulfi ll the 

Great Commission. Visit texasbaptists.org/organicchurch 

to learn more.

We want them to become 
believers and grow and 
learn, and we also want 
them to experience the 

joy in ministering to 
other people.

“

”
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GENEROSIT|

As we enter the Fall season here in Texas, things change.  

The wind shifts, usually slows, and we have a touch of color 

(even if predominantly brown) in the trees.

Another change takes place that affects us – people become 

more generous. I’m sure the main reasons are Thanksgiving 

and Christmas, as they should be. Another may possibly be 

that we begin to see more need this time of year through the 

media, and as we bundle up for the chilly weather, we notice 

that some people don’t have enough clothes to protect them 

for the winter.

Just about every community sees Salvation Army ringers 

(who seem to appear just about as quickly as Christmas 

decorations in Wal-Mart) raising money, homeless shelters 

serving soup, handing out blankets, welcoming people, and 

asking us for donations. And, typically, we give a little of our 

extra change, our leftovers. 

A growing idea around the Christmas season is The Advent 

Conspiracy. Some of you may have heard of it or are actually 

practicing it. At its core, The Advent Conspiracy is about 

returning Christmas to a time of peace to focus on God’s gift 

of Jesus Christ. 

Christmas has become a lot of things, including stress  

to debt creation. But deep down, we all want Christmas  

to be a memorable, happy and peaceful time that above all 

is a celebration of Christ. The Advent Conspiracy movement 

began to encourage Christians to reclaim Christmas and: 

1. Worship Fully – celebrate Christ’s birth

2. Spend Less – stop spending money on gifts  

we won’t remember in a year

3. Give More – giving of yourself to those you love,  

giving quality time

4. Love All – by spending a little less, we are able  

to give a little more to others in need

Advent Conspiracy’s website (adventconspiracy.com) 

states, “ ’Tis the season to share. To love. To give ourselves 

to something bigger than any of us. ‘Tis the season to turn 

our heads, tune our hearts and worship a savior whose birth 

turned the world upside down." Also on this site are videos, 

help on implementing the movement in your church, and  

even advent calendars for churches and families.

While I’m thankful for Thanksgiving and Christmas for  

a variety of reasons, one more may just be that we begin  

to pay a little more attention to the needs that surround us,  

to focus on things larger than us. It’s my hope and prayer that 

we continue to see others as Jesus does, to recognize what we 

have – both physically and spiritually – and be generous with it.

I want to challenge your church, your family and you to 

begin to instill aspects of The Advent Conspiracy into your 

Christmas season. But by all means, continue meeting the 

physical and spiritual needs of others into the New Year.
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STRONG CONVICTIONS

Texas soon will have a new governor, new lieutenant governor, 

at least eight new state senators, and at least 20 new 

members of the House. This represents a significant seat 

change at the Capitol and presents an exciting opportunity 

for Texas Baptists and the Christian Life Commission (CLC) 

during the 84th Legislative Session.

The CLC is dedicated to engaging elected officials for the 

collective good and empowering local churches, pastors and 

lay people to advocate on behalf of their families, churches 

and communities. We advocate for public policy initiatives 

based on biblical principles such as loving our neighbor, 

feeding the hungry, and speaking for the voiceless and 

vulnerable (Isaiah 58:6-10, Matthew 25:34-40).

During the 84th Legislative Session, the CLC’s public policy 

priorities will include:

Ensuring that every Texas child has access to a quality  

public education

The Bible says to train up children in the way they should 

go; so we know that biblical instruction is crucial to spiritual 

formation of our children. In the same way education is crucial 

to success and good citizenship in life. We support adequate 

funding for public schools because we want all of God’s 

children to have the best opportunity for success in their faith 

and in their future.

In 2011, the state cut funding for public schools by $5.4 billion, 

and while some of that funding was restored during the 2013 

session, it was insufficient to fully fund the rapid enrollment 

growth experienced by most of our school districts. As a 

result of this funding shortfall, several school districts filed suit 

against the state charging that Texas was failing to provide 

adequate funds for “the general diffusion of knowledge” as 

required by the Texas Constitution. The trial judge found 

in favor of the school districts, and Attorney General Greg 

Abbott is appealing the ruling to the Texas Supreme Court.

Meanwhile, the CLC will use the 84th Legislative Session 

as an opportunity to request that legislators begin looking 

at the school funding formulas and allotments in the hopes 

that some adjustments can be made before the start of the 

2015-2016 school year. One funding area where we will be 

seeking legislative support is the expansion of full-day, quality 

pre-kindergarten programs. Early education is key to a strong 

start, and the CLC wants to ensure that as many children as 

possible have access to these programs.

Protecting the separation of church and state

The CLC has long been engaged in the fight for religious 

liberty. This session, we will continue our longstanding 

opposition to the use of public dollars to fund attendance 

at private sectarian schools. The separation of church and 

state is a Baptist distinctive, and we believe it is critical to 

maintaining our prophetic voice in an increasingly pluralistic 

society. Public funds come with public oversight and 

regulation. We believe pastors should be free to speak and 

churches to conduct ministry without government intrusion. 

CLC POLICY AGENDA  
ROOTED IN SCRIPTURE

As such, we will be working to ensure that churches are free 

to make employment decisions, facility use determinations 

and doctrinal statements consistent with their religious 

convictions.

Advocating for a fair criminal justice system

The CLC believes strongly in justice because its central 

principle is Scripture. According to the Bible, those who 

have sinned against God and man should face appropriate 

consequences for their offenses, but the Bible also provides 

for redemption and restoration. Many of our churches are 

engaged in prison ministries or run programs for ex-offenders 

in order to help meet both the spiritual and physical needs 

of this often forgotten segment of our society. During the 

84th Legislative Session, the CLC wants to ensure that as 

ex-offenders re-enter our communities they are equipped 

to become successful and productive members of society. 

Just as Jesus has redeemed each of us and has given us an 

opportunity to be a part of His kingdom and His restorative 

work here on Earth, we want to restore ex-offenders to our 

communities.

Ending the financial exploitation of the poor

For the last several legislative sessions, the CLC has been 

working to end the abusive practices of the payday and auto 

title lending industry. Our state regulatory structure has 

allowed the payday and auto title lending industry to take 

advantage of the poor and the elderly through high fees 

and unrealistic and nebulous loan terms. We will continue 

advocating for a strong statewide regulatory structure that 

caps high fees, fixes loan amounts to borrower incomes, and 

limits the number of times loans can be rolled over to another 

pay period. In the absence of strong statewide regulation, we 

will continue to protect the right of municipalities to regulate 

these businesses within their cities.

Another key aspect of our work to protect the poor from 

financial exploitation is limiting the expansion of gambling in 

Texas. As believers, we have a responsibility to protect the 

poor from financial exploitation and to ensure that they are 

treated justly by those in positions of power. 

The CLC encourages believers to petition our government. 

Our pastors and churches are critical to the CLC’s work; we 

need our churches to be engaged with the elected officials 

in their communities. Imagine the positive changes we could 

see in our society if every one of our churches committed to 

praying for our government? If every church layperson voted? 

If every pastor had his elected representative on speed dial?

 The CLC’s public policy work is deeply rooted in the 

command of Micah 6:8 to do justice, love kindness and walk 

humbly with God. Join us as we pursue God’s call for people 

of faith to engage with civic government and advocate for the 

defenseless and the destitute in society. 

Informed advocacy

There are many complex issues facing our federal, state 

and local government that have real consequences for our 

families, churches and communities. Texas Baptists are an 

important constituency and should have a voice in shaping 

our legislators’ understanding of the CLC priorities, such as 

meeting basic human needs and protecting the poor from 

financial exploitation, which concern every believer.

 For ways you can join with other Texas Baptists to advocate 

on issues, visit texasbaptists.org/clc.

 Kathryn Freeman serves as the Director of Public Policy for Texas 

Baptists’ Christian Life Commission. 
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EN ESPA∞OL

El famoso autor y teólogo William Barclay dijo, “hay dos  

tipos de educación – una que nos enseña como ganarnos 

la vida, y otra que nos enseña cómo vivir.” En este artículo 

hablaremos de las dos. Verdaderamente, necesitamos 

continuar educándonos.

En Pedro 1:5-8 vemos la necesidad de crecer y continuar 

desarrollándonos como siervos e hijos de Dios. El autor de 

Hebreos nos reta de una manera similar: “dejando a un lado 

las enseñanzas elementales acerca de Cristo, avancemos 

hacia la madurez” (Hebreos 6:1a). “No importa cómo, necesito 

continuar educándome, creciendo y desarrollándome hasta 

que esté cara a cara con Cristo. Sólo entonces seré como él y 

no necesitaré crecer más.” (1 Juan 3:2)

Tal vez hoy, necesitamos curarnos de la “enfermedad de la 

destinación.” Hay personas que creen que si tan solo pueden 

obtener un diploma, ser promovido a otra posición, recibir un 

premio, o alcanzar alguna otra meta particular, ya no tienen 

que crecer. Pero los líderes cristianos saben que el día en que 

dejen de crecer, es el día en que perderán su potencial. Saben 

que lo que les ayudó a llegar a donde están hoy, no los va a 

mantener ahí. Continúan aprendiendo y creciendo.

¿Cuándo fue la última vez que leyó un libro de punta a cola 

que le haya ayudado en su propio crecimiento espiritual y 

como líder? Necesitamos continuar aprendiendo y creciendo. 

¿Cuáles son algunas maneras en las que puedo crecer como 

siervo o sierva de Dios?

1. Trate cosas nuevas. Si algo no funciona, llámele un 

experimento. Si algo funciona, llámese un genio. Estírese. 

No acepte las últimas 7 palabras de una iglesia que muere 

– “nunca lo hemos hecho de esa manera.”

2. Involucre a otras personas. Escuche a otras personas. 

Reciba ideas de otros. No todas las mejores ideas son 

suyas.

3. Haga preguntas. La calidad de su vida y la calidad de su 

ministerio depende de las preguntas que hace. Mantenga 

un corazón “enseñable.”

4. Estudie su Biblia. No se ponga muy cómodo. La mayoría 

de las veces solo tomamos la Biblia para preparar un 

mensaje, una lección o un devocional – pero no para 

alimentar nuestra alma.

5. Tenga mentores. Busque a alguien. Eliseo tuvo a Elías. 

Salomón tuvo a David. Los 12 discípulos tuvieron a Jesús. 

Timoteo tuvo a Pablo. Usted ore y busque a alguien que 

lleve más tiempo en la fe cristiana y en el ministerio que 

usted, y pídale que sea su mentor para ayudarle a crecer 

y animarle.

6. Esté abierto a la crítica positiva y constructiva. Siga 

aprendiendo, siga desarrollándose.

7. Continúe su educación y su preparación académica. Es 

una de las mejores maneras de expandir su influencia y su 

impacto.

LA NECESIDAD DE LA EDUCACIÓN

Alguien dijo: “un hacha cortará más madera si está 

afilada.” Esto es sumamente cierto cuando hablamos 

de la preparación y la educación del líder espiritual. 

Lograremos más para la gloria de Dios, mientras más 

afilados, más educados y más preparados estemos. 

Por esta razón, nunca debemos dejar de crecer y 

aprender. Es un proceso que no termina.

Hemos escuchado que “la educación es 

oportunidad.” Una oportunidad para ser más 

efectivos como siervos de Dios y una oportunidad 

para alcanzar el potencial que el Creador del 

universo ha puesto en nosotros.

Gabriel Cortés es el Director de la Iniciativa para  

la Educación Hispana.
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EN ESPA∞OL

Existen grandes preguntas en la Biblia.

• Dios le preguntó a Adán, “¿dónde estabas?”

• Job preguntó, “¿si el hombre muere, volverá a vivir?” (Job 

14:14)

• Los Magos preguntaron, “¿dónde está el rey de los judíos 

que ha nacido?” (Mateo 2:2)

• Pilato preguntó, “¿que haré con Jesús llamado el Cristo?” 

(Mateo 27:22)

• Pablo dijo, “miserable de mi, - ¿quién me librará de este 

cuerpo de muerte?” (Romanos 7:24)

• Pablo preguntó, “¿como escaparemos nosotros si 

descuidamos una salvación tan grande?” (Hebreos 2:3)

Permítanme compartir una pregunta con la que pudiéramos 

terminar el año e iniciar un nuevo año.

Se Puso Moisés a la puerta del campamento, y dijo: ¿quién 

está por Jehová?

¿Por que era necesario hacer esa pregunta? Todo el pueblo 

antes de Moisés era Israelita.

Este era el Monte de Zion. Era la familia de Jehová. Eran los 

seguidores de Jehová.

Pero no se comportaban como el pueblo de Dios. Estaban 

desnudos, bailando alrededor del becerro de oro. Gritaban, 

saltaban y estaban de fi esta, pero una fi esta que no agradaba 

a Dios. No se comportaban como el pueblo de Dios ni se oían 

como el pueblo de Dios. Habían difamado el nombre de Dios, 

menospreciado su Palabra, y corrompido la adoración.

¿Cómo es que se debe oír el pueblo de Dios? Mira lo que dice 

el versículo 18 “no es voz de alaridos de fuertes, ni voz de 

alaridos de débiles.”

La Iglesia debe de estar celebrando “gritando” las victorias 

que Dios nos ha dado. Al fi nal de un año debemos de estar 

gritando de júbilo por todas aquellas almas que fueron salvas. 

Gritando de júbilo por el despertamiento espiritual que vino a 

nuestras vidas. Gritando de júbilo por pecados confesados y 

perdonados.

Pero si la Iglesia no está gritando de júbilo, entonces debería 

estar llorando por las batallas que perdimos. Debemos llorar 

por aquellas almas que no ganamos. Dice el Salmista “los que 

con lagrimas sembraron, con regocijo cegarán.” Salmo 126:5

Estar por Jehová signifi ca:

Renunciar al pecado. Amar a Dios con todas nuestras 

fuerzas, mente y alma. Consagrarse a Él. Ser obediente a sus 

mandatos.

Rolando Rodríguez es Director de Ministerios Hispanos.

QUIÉN ESTÁ POR JEHOVÁ?
ÉXODO 32:26

matthew 25:35-36

texasbaptists.org

35
 for i was 

hungr\ 
and \ou 
gave me 
something  
to eat, i was 

thirst\ and \ou 

gave me something 

to drink, i was a 

stranger and \ou 

invited me in, 36 i 

needed clothes and  

\ou clothed me,  

i was sick and \ou 

looked after me,  

i was in prison and  

\ou came to visit me.
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CALENDAR

2014 - 15

november

december

	 6-8	  Church College Minister’s Retreat,  
New Braunfels

	 7-8	 Fiesta Ring, San Antonio

	14-15	 Conferencia Hispana de Liderazgo, Dallas

	 15	 Summit for Country Churches, Waco

	16-18	 BGCT Annual Meeting, Waco

	 16	 Hispanic Rally, Waco

	 30	  Hunger Offering 5th Sunday  
Emphasis, Statewide

	 11	 BGCT Christmas Open House

	 25	 Christmas

january
	 5-8	 Leadership Summit, Arlington TBD

	20-21	  Preschool and Children’s  
Minister's Retreat, Dallas

	 22	  Certificate Program for  
Childhood Educators, Dallas

	23-24	 Abide Prayer Retreat, TBD

	23-24	 Children’s Worship University, Lewisville

	 27	 Welcome Pastor Day, Dallas

february
	 13	 Refuel Weekend, Wylie

	26-28	 Intro to Interim Ministry, Dallas

	 27-1	  Love in Deed: Refugee  
Ministry Summit, Houston

march
	 5-6	 Everlasting Adult Choir Celebration, Amarillo

	 6-7	  African American  
Leadership Workshop, Waco

	 6-7	 [un]Apologetic, Houston

	 8-14	 BOUNCE Spring Break Missions, TBD

	 8-14	 Spring Break Eagle Pass Rebuild, Eagle Pass

	19-20	 Everlasting Choir Celebration, Bryan

	 21	 Instrumental Convergence, Tyler

	 29	  Hunger Offering 5th Sunday  
Emphasis, Statewide

april
	 5	 Easter,Worldwide

	 10	  Bible Drill / Speakers’ Tournament, 
Arlington, Sugar Land, Tyler

	14-18	 WMU Annual Meeting, Woodway

	20-24	 Intentional Interim Ministry Training, Dallas

	20-22	  Texas Baptist Educator’s Retreat,  
New Braunfels

	24-25	  Bible Drill / Speakers’ Tournament,  
Allen, Lubbock

	24-25	 Congreso, Waco

	 27	  Texas Baptist Golf Tournament, San Antonio

bikeouthunger.org

Six days of riding from
Boerne to 

Fredericksburg to
Austin to 

College Station to
Waco to 
Ennis to
Dallas

Fully supported from meals to hotels and sag.  
Features three riding groups to accommodate all 

rider abilities and speed.
$55 per day of riding. We will help you raise money 

and there is no minimum to raise.
Chartered bus transport from Dallas to Boerne.

 

Bike Out Hunger - Texas
May 11-16, 2015
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RESOURCE PAGE

There are several issues facing our state and local 

government and, as 2.2 million strong, Texas 

Baptists can and should have a powerful voice 

in shaping our legislators' understanding of our 

priorities of meeting human needs and removing 

predatory practices. 

For ways to join together and contact your 

legislators, visit texasbaptists.org/clc.

HELP YOUR  
CHURCH  
HELP OTHERS
Families are fleeing to Lebanon from various neighboring 

countries and they are bringing with them only the hope  

of safety. Lebanese Baptists are trying to help the refugees 

prepare for the winter.

You can help provide warmth and the message of Christ  

in very easy and simple ways. 

Visit texasbaptists.org/lebanon to find out how.

texasbaptists.org
Find what and who you need easily and at any time  

by visiting the new texasbaptists.org. 

It was created with you in mind, to help you find resources  

and also to easily connect to your convention staff by name 

and by ministry responsibility.

On this site, we also highlight various church ministries  

and pastors each month to keep us all connected.

STARTING  
CHURCHES
Texas Baptist churches lead the way in the nation 

on starting churches. Our success comes from a 

proven methodology, with ongoing support and 

check-ins that help a sponsor church create a healthy 

and vibrant new church that is 95% likely to be 

independent and growing in five years.

Texasbaptists.org/ministries/church-starting

MISSION TRIPS
Begin planning your 2015 mission trips and mission tactics at home by 

reviewing what all Texas Baptists are doing around the state and nation. 

Looking for: 

• Disaster response mission trips, visit texasbaptists.org/disaster.

• Student mission experiences, visit texasbaptists.org/bounce.

• Mission opportunities in urban settings, visit texasbaptists.org/hope18.

• Texas/Mexico border, visit texasbaptists.org/riverministry.

IMPACTING  
LEGISLATION
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