
THAI COMMUNITY IN NORTH TEXAS 
 

QUICK OBSERVATIONS 

 

Country/region of origin Thailand 

Population (Community leaders) 4,000 

Population (Census 2000) 3,953 

Main reasons for migration Economic hardship, came and study and stayed 

Years in this region 1-10 years 

Primary areas of residence Scattered 

General level of education  Bachelor’s degree 

Employment Professional, restaurant, health care, technical 

Principal religions Buddhism 

Languages Thai 

Media (newspaper or radio)  

Community newsletter  

Cultural organizations 4 

 

Like many other immigrant groups, Thai Americans in this region came first to take advantage of the 

U.S.’s excellent system of higher education.  Elements in Asia’s “brain drain”, they chose the greater 

opportunities available here difficult over the economic hardships and limited potential for growth facing 

their peers in Thailand.  Consequently, the level of education among the region’s Thai population is quite 

high. 

 

The sudden appearance and rapid popularity of Thai food is an interesting phenomenon in this region, 

where thirty years ago it was difficult to find even European-heritage ethnic restaurants.  Many Thai 

immigrants have been quite successful at these culinary endeavors. 

 

Thais also like to open small businesses, are found in professional positions and work in health care. 

 

The community is tightly knit and poorly assimilated into the region’s multicultural spirit.  Its cultural 

center is the Dallas Buddhist Center on Stez Road in North Dallas.  All Thai cultural groups appear to be 

related to the temple, which also hosts the annual harvest festival.  The small Thai Cultural Center is part of 

the Temple complex.  Thai families are less spread across the northern portion of the metroplex, while 

many still live in Dallas proper. 

 

OTHER SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS 

 

Age distribution Primarily young adults and middle aged 

Percentage of men and women 30% men, 65% women 

Ties to country of origin Nuclear family remains there 

Frequency of travel to country of origin  

Estimate of undocumented 5-10 % 

 

 
Material Source: DFW International 
aweiss@airmail.net 

 

 

 

OUTREACH STRATEGIES 

 

If a Thai church is close, work with them on strategies. 

Medical Clinics 

Celebrate holidays 

mailto:aweiss@airmail.net


Build relationships 

Share your faith 

Offer needed ministries, ESL, etc 

Include the Thai youth with the youth at your church 

Build groups/Young professionals network 

 

HOW DO YOU OPEN THE DOOR TO CONVERSATIONS ABOUT FAITH? 

 

Share your everyday relationship with God…answered prayers, Scriptures that comfort 

Ask about how needs are met through their faith…loneliness, courage, direction 

Offer to pray for their needs 

Give books/videos that tell a faith story 

Discover their interests and find Christians in that field to share their story 

Look for Bible stories or principles that teach a value they respect. 

 

 


