
CONGOLESE COMMUNITY IN NORTH TEXAS 
 

QUICK OBSERVATIONS 

 

Country/region of origin The Democratic Republic of Congo 

Population (community leaders) 3,500 

Population (Census 2000  

Main reasons for migration Refugees from war, political instability, economic 

hardship, political oppression, came to study and 

stayed 

Years in this region 20-40 years 

Primary areas of residence Arlington, Bedford, Dallas, Euless, Grand Prairie, 

Hurst, Irving 

General level of education High school, bachelor’s degree 

Employment Retail, artist, clerical, professional 

Principal religions Catholicism, non-denominational Christian 

Languages French, Lingala, Swahili, Kikongo, Tshiluba 

Media (newspaper or radio) None 

Community newsletter None 

Cultural organizations None 

 

The Congolese community is concentrated from Irving westward through Euless, Bedford, Arlington and 

Grand Prairie.  For thirty-two years, the tenacious dictator Mobutu ruled that vast and rich country with a 

grip of iron.  During his brutal rule, Congo’s per capita GDP declined more than 40% as hyperinflation and 

corruption spread.  In addition, the subsequent civil war after Mobutu’s self-exile has claimed 3 million 

lives in the past 4 years.  Because of this, many Congolese immigrants in the region have arrived as exiles 

or as political asylees (while others remained here after finish their degrees in a U.S. college). 

 

The U.S. Refugee Program has accepted and resettled few Central Africans; consequently, those who have 

found a way to immigrate on their own tend to be the highly educated elite rather than the village people 

who lack the financial and legal support necessary to find a way to begin a new life in the U.S. 

 

OTHER SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS 

 

Age Distribution Primarily young adults (18-34) and middle aged 

(34-60) 

Percentage of men and women  

Ties to country of origin Phone regularly to members of nuclear family and 

relatives 

Frequency of travel to country of origin Every 2-4 years 

Estimate of undocumented  

 

 
Material Source: DFW International 

aweiss@airmail.com 
 

OUTREACH STRATEGIES 

 
Invite families to dinner with your family 

Many Congolese have economic needs.  Outreach must not be only benevolence, but also there must be 

community development.  We need to “teach how to fish, rather than give a fish”.  Understanding the 

reason for coming to the United States as well as community structure will help 

ESL classes and networking resources to meet needs will be an asset. 

Assisting with new immigrant needs, driver’s license, shopping, forms 

 

mailto:aweiss@airmail.com


HOW DO YOU OPEN THE DOOR TO CONVERSATIONS ABOUT FAITH? 

 

  Share your everyday relationship with God…answered prayers, Scriptures that comfort 

 Ask about how needs are met through their faith…loneliness, courage, direction 

 Offer to pray for their needs 

 Give books/videos that tell a faith story 

 Discover their interests and find Christians in that field to share their story 

 Look for Bible stories or principles that teach a value they respect 

 Do not talk down (i.e. in conversation, consider the person’s educational level and respect their 

     Intelligence)   

 


