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Western culture meets Southern culture at Tyler  

County Cowboy Church (TC3) in Woodville, Texas,  

and Sunday morning worship takes place in a tent  

on a 30-acre piece of property.

“If you like to ride horses, rodeo or rope, you'll find ministries 

for you,” the TC3 website, tc3country.com, states. “Maybe 

you like to hunt, fish, ride four-wheelers or just enjoy the great 

outdoors; you'll find programs that are geared for you and, 

well, you'll fit in great, too!”

In 2009, Charles Higgs, director of Country Church for  

Texas Baptists, visited with First Baptist Church in Woodville 

to discuss the possibility of planting a cowboy church since 

there were none in the county.

“They kept the vision before them,” Higgs said.  

“We all agreed that in God's timing He would send  

the right church planting pastor.”

Ross Shelton, who was pastor at the time of FBC Woodville, 

said the need to start a cowboy church initially came from  

a visioning process where they believed God called them  

to help start a church somewhere.  

“As we began to pray about where to start a church,  

we began to see how God was working with the cowboy 

church movement in southeast Texas and throughout  

the state,” Shelton said.

by: leah reynolds 
news/pr�manager

REACHING THE 
UNCHURCHED 
WITH 30 ACRES 
AND A TENT

In the past five years, $3,446,023 
has been given through CP to help 
start 400 new churches, resulting 

in 5,000 salvations.

400 NEW CHURCHES
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Through prayer and research, deacons of the church 

determined a cowboy church would best reach the  

un-churched in Tyler County.

FBC Woodville and six other Tyler County Baptist churches 

teamed together to plant TC3 after Pastor Jordan Wilson 

accepted the call to be the starting pastor in 2013.

In October 2013, TC3 first met on the Tyler County 

fairgrounds in Woodville. When the congregation outgrew  

the 40-by-40-foot building there, they began meeting 

outside. But the hot, Texas sun took a toll in August 2014, so 

the congregation migrated to a local school cafeteria.

In October 2014, on the church’s first anniversary,  

the Lord provided 30 acres of land debt-free for the church.

The property came equipped with a two-story house  

the church now uses for an office and plenty of space  

for a 40-by-80-foot tent, which the church purchased  

as a temporary facility for worship.

Less than two years since its establishment,  

the congregation has grown to around 200 people every 

Sunday, close to maximizing the number of seats in the tent.

Since many members are farmers, the church planted  

a garden and hopes to have a pumpkin patch in the fall.  

They also periodically sing George Strait songs and shoot 

skeet for fun.

“Our identity is to be a church that reaches country folks,  

and whatever that means is what we do,” Wilson said.  

“The moment we start to look like a traditional church,  

we’re losing people. That’s just not who we can be …  

If they quit coming here, they’re just going to go home.”

Though the tent provides a unique twist to the worship, 

Wilson said they plan to begin constructing a 16,000 sq. ft. 

building within the next year.

“It can be a detriment a little bit to not have a building,”  

he said. “I think there’s a little bit of a mindset that if you  

don’t have a building, you’re not really a church.”

The seven Tyler County Baptist churches that chose to plant 

TC3 recognized an audience in the community they were 

unable to reach and humbly helped start a church that looks 

much different from their own.

“I saw God work in having other Baptist churches in the New 

Bethel Association help sponsor the church,” Shelton said.  

“It was important for us that we have churches throughout  

the county be involved in supporting this work. We did not 

want it to be just about Woodville or First Baptist Church 

Woodville. It was a blessing to see a number of other Baptist 

churches join in the effort.”

By following the God-directed vision to plant a cowboy church, 

many people who would be otherwise churchless in Tyler 

County now have a church to meet their interests.

“It has been such a blessing to see God reaching people who 

did not and would not darken the door of FBC Woodville or 

most any church in the county,” Shelton said. “To see the lives 

being changed by Jesus brings me so much joy. I’m thankful  

to see how God has used everyone involved in this process.”

The Country Church division of Texas Baptists aids in planting 

churches that appeal to the country and cowboy culture. 

Through gifts given to the Cooperative Program, churches  

like TC3 are able to reach people who may otherwise be 

without a church home. 
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My heart beats for evangelism – which is why I’m an apologist.

These days, so many people – especially the young  

generation – have intellectual obstacles between them  

and faith in Christ. They wonder if Christianity is at odds  

with modern science. They question why a loving God would 

allow pain and suffering in the world. They ask if it is rational  

to believe that Jesus is the one and only way to salvation.

I recently hired The Barna Group to conduct a national  

poll on belief in God. I found that the younger the generation, 

the more doubts people have about God. Among the Baby 

Boomers, which is my generation, more than eight out  

of ten people (82 percent) said they were certain God exists. 

But among the Millennials (ages 18-29), only 62 percent  

said they had similar certainty. That’s a big drop in a short 

period of time.

That is why I believe apologetics, or offering a defense  

for our faith, is so critically important these days. I have 

been honored to participate in several of the [un]Apologetic 

Conferences sponsored by Texas Baptists, in order to provide 

training and motivation in this area. I have been encouraged  

by the great turnout and impact these events have had.

Our goal, of course, isn’t to create an elite team of intellectuals 

who go out merely to win arguments. Properly used, 

apologetics is simply a tool to help resolve the spiritual sticking 

points that stop people in their journey toward Christ. More 

than anything, we want to see people put their trust in Jesus.

My interest in apologetics stems from my own experiences, 

which I’ve written about in my books "The Case for Christ," 

"The Case for Faith," "The Case for a Creator," "The Case for 

the Real Jesus," and "The Case for Grace." With a background 

in journalism and law, I was a staunch atheist until my wife’s 

conversion to Christianity prompted me to systematically 

investigate whether there was credibility to Christianity  

or any other religion.

After nearly two years of examining the scientific and 

historical data, I became convinced that it would require more 

faith for me to maintain my atheism than become a Christian. 

On November 8, 1981, I repented of my sins and received 

Jesus as my Forgiver and Leader. My life changed dramatically 

as a result. 

Since then I’ve become passionate about helping others meet 

Jesus. Now I teach evangelism at Houston Baptist University 

(www.HBU.edu/evangelismclass). 

Apologetics is integral to all of that. Why? Because we want 

to see people saved, and good answers and evidence help 

remove obstacles to evangelism.

APOLOGETICS MATTERS
by: lee strobel  
professor�of�christian�thought�
at�houston�baptist�university
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What is the future of apologetics? Here are some 

characteristics:

• It will be better informed. Thanks to research by 

a new crop of outstanding scholars and easier access 

to information, Christians will be able to present a more 

powerful, more nuanced and more effective defense 

of their faith.

• It will be more relational. Many people are coming 

to Christ through small groups in which Christians, 

seekers and skeptics form authentic friendships and 

investigate Christianity together. For a guide on how 

to start these groups, check out Garry Poole’s book 

"Seeker Small Groups." 

• It will be more humble. Let’s face it: we don’t have the 

complete answer to every single question. Nevertheless, 

we need to help people understand that they don’t have 

to know everything in order to know something.

• It will be church-based. Parachurch organizations have 

been carrying the ball for many years; now is the time for 

churches to actively train Christians in apologetics and 

sponsor outreach efforts built around apologetics issues. 

• It will be better balanced. Yes, 1 Peter 3:15 tells us that 

we should defend the faith, but don’t forget the last part 

of that verse: “…but do this with gentleness and respect.” 

As British pastor John Stott said, “Truth without love 

is too hard; love without truth is too soft.” We need to 

balance the two.

• It will be personal. Our transformed and authentic lives, 

as well as our Christ-motivated service to others, will 

continue to be a powerful apologetic for the Christian faith.

In short, apologetics is biblical and necessary to help reach 

our increasingly skeptical culture. The good news is that we 

have an unfair advantage in the marketplace of ideas: truth is 

on our side.

Atheist-turned Christian Lee Strobel is Professor of Christian 

Thought at Houston Baptist University, Teaching Pastor 

at Woodlands Church, and the best-selling author of more 

than 20 books. www.LeeStrobel.com.

Visit texasapologetics.com for the upcoming [un]Apologetic 

conference January 29-30, 2016 at First Baptist Church in 

McKinney and other spring 2016 conferences.

"Always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you 

to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness 

and reverence." 1 Peter 3:15

Just as the biblical figures of Paul and Peter were ever-ready 

to give a defense to various groups for the hope they had 

in Jesus, Christians today should arm themselves with scripture 

to defend their faith and the authenticity of the Bible. 

According to Barna Research, 59-69 percent of people ages 

18-29 are leaving the church or rethinking their faith. Mike Licona, 

a frequent speaker at [un]Apologetic conferences and noted 

apologetics expert, found that of the reasons young people give 

for leaving their faith, many of their questions can be directly 

addressed through apologetics. 

While television, news articles and circulating social media 

information circulate questions like the truthfulness of Jesus’ 

resurrection, being well-informed on the accuracy of the Bible 

can help alleviate many doubts. Ultimately, “The only reason 

you would give up your current worldview and jeopardize your 

relationships is because you believe the Christian worldview 

is true,” Licona said.

Students may not feel the freedom to doubt or have the 

impression that the faith they were taught was counter-science 

or anti-intellectual, according to Licona. 

“Could it be that science and the Bible are not in conflict 

but science and my interpretation of the Bible are in conflict?” 

he asked. “Even scientists don’t agree on everything. 

It’s good to question some of the scientific findings.”   

The Texas Baptist Evangelism Ministry, under the leadership 

of Scott Willingham, coordinates regional [un]Apologetic 

conferences around the state each year. By addressing current 

ways to remove obstacles to evangelism, these conferences 

serve as a great training for lay leaders and ministers alike. 

“The word ‘truth’ is spoken often at these conferences, because 

we address the historicity of the Bible,” Willingham said. “The 

Gospel is true, therefore evangelism is needed to express that 

truth to the lost. We are helping prepare Christians with the 

knowledge they need to express that truth.” 

by: kalie lowrie
publications�manager

BE UNAPOLOGETIC 
ABOUT YOUR FAITH
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When news surfaced in summer 2014 that a disastrous 

Ebola outbreak was taking thousands of lives in Sierra Leone, 

many nonprofits quickly fled the scene. The Texas-based 

organization Restore Hope, however, chose to follow God’s  

call to keep the doors of their Sierra Leone orphan-care 

facilities open. Over one year later, their obedience has  

allowed them to welcome in 70 Ebola orphans and opened  

up many opportunities for Texas Baptist cooperation.

The Background

Restore Hope, a ministry originating from First Baptist  

Church in Arlington, planted its roots in Sierra Leone in 2008, 

shortly after the devastating Sierra Leone Civil War ended 

in 2002 and left behind an estimated 340,000 orphans, 

according to UNICEF.

Through connections only God could orchestrate, Restore 

Hope received land in Sierra Leone to build the Hope Center, 

a multi-purpose building designed to facilitate community 

ministries such as medical ministry, dental ministry and 

computer labs. It also included dormitories for short-term 

partner teams.

As leaders in the organizations felt tugs on their hearts to 

minister to orphans, Restore Hope obtained two more facilities. 

The first, called the Hillman House, was furnished to hold 20 

orphan boys. The second building, called the Link House, was 

acquired in 2014, but funds ran short just after the house was 

furnished to hold 20 girls.

Cindy Wiles, executive director for Restore Hope, said she  

was certain God told them to start a girls’ home, but was 

puzzled as to why funds ran low.

“We had received funds to obtain a house, furnish the house 

and get it ready to receive girls,” she said. “But we didn’t have 

the regular funding to provide for this home to open.”

The Outbreak

In the summer of 2014, Ebola struck the nation  

of Sierra Leone, along with neighboring countries Liberia  

and Guinea, and began taking one life after another, leaving 

many children parentless.

“All of a sudden, these partners started coming in to help  

fund the Link House and we were able to take in 20 Ebola 

orphan girls,” Wiles said.

Due to the crisis, the government shut down all classes, 

including those held in the Hope Center.

“We began to have the conviction that God would have us  

also offer those beds (in the Hope Center) to the cause of Ebola,” 

Wiles said.

Restore Hope teamed up with BCFS, a Texas Baptists’ partner 

ministry based in San Antonio, to develop protocols and 

educational resources to help transition the Hope Center into 

an additional home for orphans affected by the Ebola crisis.

ACCEPTING THE CALL TO 
STAY DURING THE WORLD’S 
DEADLIEST EBOLA OUTBREAK

by: leah reynolds 
news/pr�manager
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The Results

As of June 2015, Ebola cases have greatly subsided in Sierra 

Leone, and Restore Hope has taken in 70 Ebola-affected 

orphans—20 in the Hillman House, 20 in the Link House  

and 30 in the Hope Center.

Wiles anticipates having the orphans at least a year.  

In the meantime, they are educating and counseling  

the children, helping them integrate back into society  

and contacting extended relatives hoping to change  

their outlooks on Ebola-affected children.

“The integration of these kids back into society is not going 

to be the same as other kids,” Wiles said. “They’re not going 

to be viewed just as victims, they’re going to be viewed as 

‘spooky.’ Because it’s an animistic country...there are people 

that believe Ebola is a curse or a punishment. People fear 

these kids, they reject them.”

Despite the challenges, Wiles and the Restore Hope team  

are optimistic that God’s hand is in the matter and their 

ministry is to remain with the Ebola orphans.

“I look back on that call to Sierra Leone (in 2008), and it’s one 

of the hardest places I’ve ever worked,” Wiles admitted. “I 

catch myself saying at times, ‘God, are you sure this is where 

you want us to be?’ But now we see how God has orchestrated 

it. Now we are starting to see how God chose  

us to be here at this time.”

With 24 personnel on the ground in Sierra Leone, two of 

whom are missionaries from First Baptist Church in McKinney, 

Restore Hope has served and is continuing to serve as a vessel 

of hope for Ebola victims, orphans, caregivers and the locals.

In addition to ministering through orphan-care, Restore Hope 

task forces also provide hygiene and sanitation supplies in 

order to prevent the disease from surfacing again, and they 

provide meals for people who would otherwise starve since 

many farmers and crops were lost during the Ebola outbreak.

“God is doing the work and we are just participants,” Wiles 

said. “Sometimes the ride is rough, but the current is provided 

by God … and seeing the global church work together on this 

has been amazing.”

Texas Baptist cooperation in restoring hope to Sierra Leone has been evident through the 

ministry of Restore Hope from FBC Arlington, the two missionaries sent by their home church 

of FBC McKinney, assistance provided by BCFS to transition the Hope Center, local churches 

sending food via Texas Baptists Disaster Recovery’s Aid for West Africa project, and in countless  

other ways.

In a country where many nonprofits chose to flee, Restore Hope chose to be obedient to God’s 

call to stay. Through partnerships with Texas Baptist churches and ministries, and with grants 

provided by Texas Baptists, Restore Hope is continuing to make a daily impact on lives in Sierra 

Leone, exemplifying the love of Christ during and following the history-making Ebola Crisis.

To learn more about Restore Hope, visit www.restorehopeproject.org.

To discover how your Texas Baptist church can provide food packets for both Sierra Leone  

and Liberia, visit www.texasbaptists.org/westafrica. 

TEXAS BAPTIST COOPERATION

1.5 million meals have been sent this year 
to victims of the Ebola crisis in Liberia 
and Sierra Leone through CP giving with 
Texas Baptists Disaster Recovery and 
partnering organizations. 

1.5 MILLION
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Mexico native Eunice Ortiz was 

studying social anthropology when  

the Lord called her to missions.  

Her heart became undeniably  

burdened for a people group she had 

been learning about called the Ngiwas, 

who are located in the southwest  

part of the Mexican state of Puebla.

Through much prayer and spirit-

led guidance, Ortiz ceased her 

anthropology studies to attend 

Seminario Teológico Bautista Mexicano 

(Baptist Theological Seminary of 

Mexico) in Mexico City, where she 

would begin studying theology,  

with an emphasis in languages.

Three months after beginning her 

seminary studies, tragedy struck her 

family. Ortiz’s brother was suddenly 

kidnapped without a trace. Two years 

later, she and her relatives remain 

uncertain of his whereabouts.

“During this tough situation, the Lord 

confirmed this was the time to start 

missionary work,” Ortiz said.

In the summer of 2014, she entered  

a Ngiwa town as an elementary  

teacher. She described the town, 

located a 10-hour bus ride away from 

the seminary, as a poor community  

with no Christian churches.

“They have many kinds of problems—

health, moral and ethical issues, 

education, and laborer exploitation,”  

she said. “So God set in my heart to  

do a holistic work and bring the Good 

News of salvation to target the spiritual 

and material needs.”

Inspired by the verse Matthew 20:28, 

Ortiz founded a ministry called “Misión 

Integral Ngiwas,” which includes classes 

for elementary students, secondary 

students and even adults.  

Ortiz has been training five university 

students to assist her in the ministry. 

These students are the only Christians 

in their households, however they  

are faithful to serve the Lord in ministry, 

she said.

On Saturdays, she and the university 

students teach classes the whole day 

with the intention to connect with 

people and build strong relationships. 

By doing so, they are able to understand 

the culture and be more effective with  

the presentation of the Gospel.

“I strongly believe in the promises  

of God because He was the only one 

who commanded and designed this 

work for the Ngiwas,” Ortiz humbly 

stated. “He loves them so much,  

and He will sustain us.”

At just 23 years old, Ortiz is running  

the ministry while continuing her 

seminary studies, saying she desires  

to grow in profound biblical knowledge. 

The periodic 10-hour commute to and 

from the Ngiwa town is something she 

would normally be unable to afford  

if she also had to pay tuition fees.

“I can see God’s fidelity through the 

economic support that has been sent 

for my tuition,” she said. “The Ngiwas 

are an unreached group the Lord has 

called me to work with in order to 

fulfill the Great Commission. With this 

support, I have been able to travel  

to them for the last four months.”

Ortiz is one of six seminary students  

at Seminario Teológico Bautista 

Mexicano who receive scholarship 

money through the Texas Baptists 

Missions Team. With Cooperative 

Program funds designated specifically 

for mission work, Ortiz and other 

students are able to fulfill their calling 

to missions without having a hefty 

financial burden. 

by: leah reynolds 
news/pr�manager

BURDENED FOR THE NGIWAS
scholarship recipient establishes ministry in churchless community in mexico
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For Matthew Williams, life had come to a fork in the road.  

He graduated from Florida A&M University and was at a point 

in his life many are familiar with: decisions had to be made. 

After working for a few years, Williams decided he wanted  

to go back to school, and with a degree in economics, law 

school was in his future. He took the LSAT and was ready to 

begin the journey to becoming a lawyer, but soon the plans he 

laid out for himself changed. Williams began feeling God had 

different plans for his future. Through prayer and  

a deep impression to teach the Word of God, Williams  

had to choose which direction to take in his life.

On a night in September 2009, in his church’s chapel, 

Williams recalls praying for the Lord’s will to be done, and 

asking directly which path to choose: law school or seminary. 

He then walked into an associate minister’s office and the 

conversation in the room shifted. 

“He then turned to me and said, ‘Matt, I think you would make 

a great seminary student.’  I then knew my prayer had been 

answered and I had to walk in obedience to what God told me 

to do,” Williams said. “It has made all the difference in my life, 

and I thank God for calling me into the ministry.”

After attending a preview of George W. Truett Seminary  

at Baylor University, Williams sensed a feeling of community 

and began his journey to becoming a full-time minister.

“They helped me to realize this process was training me  

for a lifetime of ministerial work,” Williams said. “Seminary 

did not teach me how to pray, but I believe God used this 

experience to show me how to enhance and shape my prayer 

life. I thank God every day for the work He is doing through 

Baylor University and Truett Seminary.”

After his time at Truett Seminary is complete, Williams  

plans on working in full-time ministry. He hopes to work  

with college-age or young adults and encourage them  

to go and make disciples as Jesus commanded. Because of his 

testimony and meaningful education, Williams will be able  

to connect to young adults who have their whole lives ahead 

of them and who are facing a fork in the road like he was. 

“I have a passion for people in understanding their stories 

and where they come from,” he said. “I would like to one day 

pastor a congregation that will make effective change in the 

world for the Kingdom of God.”

Williams is a recipient of the Baptist Ministerial Scholarship, 

which is provided by Texas Baptists to students aspiring to go 

into ministry. With the help of Texas Baptists, Williams and 

many other scholarship recipients are following God’s call 

toward a lifetime of ministerial work. 

A FORK IN THE ROAD
the journey of surrendering to ministry 

by: olivia williams 
baylor�university�student
communications�intern

Photo Credit:  
Baylor University  

Marketing  
& Communications

For the 2014-2015 academic year, through 
CP giving, the Office of Theological 
Education awarded $1,465,920 to 
ministerial undergraduate students and 
$1,367,725 to graduate and post-graduate 
students pursuing the ministry. 
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CONVERGE

EVERY  
MINUTE.  
EVERY DAY.  
EVERYWHERE.
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For decades now, the work of our Texas Baptists family 

has been funded primarily through the Cooperative Program. 

CP, as we call it, is truly an ingenious and inspired method 

of giving that allows every church regardless of size 

to participate in carrying out the Great Commandment 

and Great Commission.

This past spring, as we "reset" our convention, one of the 

ministries we re-established was The Office of Cooperative 

Program Ministries, and I tasked Chris Liebrum with leading 

this renewed effort of expressing gratitude to those 

who participate in CP giving and informing others about 

its efficiency.

Many of you know Chris and know he's a longtime, loyal 

and gifted leader in Texas Baptists life. Those of you who do 

not know Chris, I encourage you to get to know him and this 

newly energized effort (see p. 15). Please know that he–and 

many others of us who serve you–would be honored to come 

to your church and share about the great work being done 

through your gifts to the Cooperative Program. And, yes, this 

is good work being done in Texas and beyond.

As a former pastor, I am very much aware of the financial 

challenges churches face. I realize you have local needs 

and pressures. And I know that we, as Texas Baptists, have 

not educated and communicated well enough about the 

amazing gift God gave us in the Cooperative Program. 

However, as time goes forward and as Texas becomes more 

and more populated, diverse and secular, our work together 

becomes more urgent. Therefore, I write to encourage, 

even challenge you as pastors, staff members and lay 

leaders to advocate for increased CP giving in your church. 

Every increase, by dollar amount or percentage, is greatly 

appreciated and does make a difference.  

So, please prayerfully consider what your church can do, 

financially, to help us share the good news of Jesus Christ 

with all Texans. Thank you and God bless you.

Sincerely,

HELLO, 
TEXAS BAPTISTS!
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The Cooperative Program, or CP, as many commonly 

refer to it, is at work every minute, every day and 

everywhere through the Texas Baptist churches 

who join together to collectively give millions of dollars 

to mission endeavors, evangelism and ministries. 

Texas Baptists believe in cooperation. No one church 

independently can accomplish what 5,300 churches, 

representing 2 million Christians, can do together. 

That is why, with the reset of our organization this spring, 

a renewed commitment to communicating the impact 

of the Cooperative Program was established, under 

the leadership of Chris Liebrum. 

We want you to know how your CP dollars are being 

used, but, even more important, how lives are being 

changed through the advancing of the Gospel in barrios 

along the border of Mexico, dorm rooms on Texas 

university campuses, hospital rooms, children’s homes, 

churches and parks, and rodeo arenas.  

When your church designates money to CP, 39 percent 

($17.6 million) of those funds support mission endeavors 

across the state and around the world. This includes 

the work of our Missions Team, working in urban areas, 

through River Ministry, with multi-housing and house 

congregations, and more. Baptist Student Ministries exist 

on 117 campuses in Texas, spreading the hope of Christ 

to a pivotal generation through Texas Baptists Collegiate 

Ministry. Texas Baptist Men are able to respond to 

disaster needs on a moment’s notice and Cultural groups 

like Convención de Texas Hispana Bautista, helping 

reach the 11 million Hispanics in our state, exist because 

you give to support their work. A large portion of this 

giving is sent to the Southern Baptist Convention, which 

in-turn, supports national and international missions, 

as well as funding for six theological seminaries. 

Mission work is also funded through gifts to the 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship and Texas Worldwide 

Missions Initiatives and Partnerships. 

Statewide, Baptist education and human care

institutions receive $12.8 million (28 percent) through 

your generosity through the CP. Some of the greatest 

beneficiaries through this benevolence are college 

and seminary students who receive ministerial 

scholarships at our 11 Baptist educational institutions, 

allowing them to receive the training and education they 

need to bring into our Texas Baptist churches. The needs 

of people are being met, from babies to senior adults, 

through our healthcare institutions like Baylor University 

Medical Center at Dallas and children’s homes like South 

Texas Children’s Home in Beeville. The command of 

Jesus to love and care for those in need is fulfilled every 

day through the amazing work of our institutions.  

Ministry work, comprising 16 percent ($7.3 million) 

of your CP giving, makes important emphases possible–

like church planting, evangelism, discipleship and church 

connections. The newly created Great Commission 

Team facilitates evangelism and discipleship training 

and events like Super Summer and YEC, [un]Apologetic 

conferences, 4xFour trainings, Youth Ministry Conclave, 

and the Boomer Conference. The Connections Team 

serves as the primary connection point between 

by: kalie lowrie
publications�manager

CP AT WORK: EVERY MINUTE. 
EVERY DAY. EVERYWHERE.



TEXAS BAPTIST MAGAZINE    15

Texas Baptist pastors and the vast array of resources and 

ministries of the BGCT. Whether providing direct resources 

for pastoral leadership development, or acting as a connecting 

guide to other resources provided by the BGCT, such as 

architecture, interim ministers or bi-vocational training, this 

team serves our pastors and their congregations. Starting vital 

new churches is also under this team. With a success rate of 

95 percent over the past five years, Texas Baptists started 

400 new churches around the state. As the Texas population 

continues to increase, so does the number of unreached 

people, and new churches are one of the most fruitful 

ministries leading to new salvations. 

Based in Austin, the Christian Life Commission receives  

$1.3 million (3 percent) through CP, which aids Texas Baptists, 

churches, communities and government leaders to give a 

voice to critical issues in society from a Christian and biblical 

perspective. The CLC works with the Texas legislature 

on Christian issues in public policy, enacting significant 

responses on issues like payday lending, education and the 

sanctity of human life. Advocating for human care needs and 

justice issues is also an important part of their work as they 

seek to address social injustices and help overcome the cycle 

of hunger and poverty experienced by millions worldwide. 

The work of our Administrative and Communications teams 

makes so many missions and ministries possible. While 

much of this work is conducted internally, by servicing our 

ministry teams they help ensure collaboration is possible. 

The Administrative Support Team provides accounting, 

technology, human resource and facility support to all BGCT 

ministries.  Each member of this team views the work as  

a ministry–since they support those who do direct ministry.

Likewise, the Communications Team assists with  

ministry needs through marketing, graphic design,  

news, social media, website maintenance, publications  

and a myriad of additional related responsibilities  

to help communicate the message of Texas Baptists. 

Evangelism and missions are at the heart of all we do as Texas 

Baptists, seeking to fulfill both the Great Commission, making 

disciples of all nations, and the Great Commandment  

of loving God and loving others. Through your support of 

the Cooperative Program, the kingdom of God is advancing 

around the world. There is still much work to be done, and 

partnering together helps make that possible. We pray Texas 

Baptists will continue to sacrificially give so that God’s name 

may be known every minute, every day and everywhere 

around the world.

Visit texasbaptists.org/cp.

MEET CHRIS LIEBRUM
Dallas-native Chris Liebrum isn't afraid to share and proudly 

own his rich Baptist roots. Liebrum, the new Office of 

Cooperative Program Ministry director, is looking forward 

to using his unique qualifications to express appreciation 

to all generous Cooperative Program partners. While he 

grasps onto the past and the present values of CP, he looks 

to the future: "CP has made a huge difference in my life 

through many avenues. I look forward to working with our 

partners who so graciously give because they have a heart for 

missions," he said.

Liebrum is proud of his roots in Texas Baptist life, from being 

a graduate of Howard Payne University, to serving as youth 

minister at Casa View Baptist Church in Dallas in the 1980s. 

He has faithfully served the BGCT for the past 30 years in a 

variety of roles. 

He and his wife, Cindy, are the parents of two adult sons: 

Cory, student minister at First Baptist Church Rockwall,  

who is married to Rachel; and Clay, a graphic artist in Dallas, 

who is married to Melanie. They also are proud grandparents 

of Riley and Owen.

To contact Chris, email him at chris.liebrum@texasbaptists.org 

or call him at 214.828.5292.
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CP AT WORK: WHERE IT GOES

39%

28%

16%3%

3%
11%

ADMINISTRATIVE  
SUPPORT TEAM (11%)

$4,817,950

Accounting 

Technology 

Human Resources

MISSIONS (39%)

$17,625,393

5,000+ Worldwide 
Missionaries

140 BSM Missionaries  
on 117 Campuses

River Ministry

More

MINISTRY WORK (16%)

$7,343,754 

Evangelism

Bible Study

Church Starting

More

CHRISTIAN LIFE  
COMMISSION (3%)

$1,309,014 

Advocate for Justice and Social 
Issues

Hunger and Community Care

More

EDUCATION &  
HUMAN CARE  

MINISTRIES (28%)

$12,786,776 

9 Texas Baptist Universities 

8 Seminaries

6 Baptist Hospitals

4 Child/Elder Care Ministries

COMMUNICATION (3%)

$1,398,243

Marketing

Publications

Web

*Based on 2015 forecasted revenue
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Being an example of Christ is the responsibility of all who follow Him. 

We are to continue the work Jesus started and in the manner in which 

He did it. So, what did Jesus do that we are to replicate?

First, Jesus loved people unconditionally. Through love  

He was compelled to action. He met people’s needs – physical, 

emotional and spiritual. While we can love people and meet their 

physical and emotional needs, we can also lead them to God  

for His spiritual healing.

Second, Jesus’ love-driven action put Him in a place of service.  

A service that was truly selfless. He served others by giving of Himself. 

As we in turn mimic Jesus’ service, we are to do so humbly and  

as obedient servants of God, as well as servants to those around us.

#txbtruths

by: rand jenkins  
director�of�communications

WE HOLD THESE TRUTHS: 
WE ARE TO BE THE 
LIVING EXAMPLE OF 
CHRIST IN THE WORLD. 

so if your lord and teacher 
washes your feet, then you 
should wash one another’s 
feet. i am your example; keep 
doing what i do.

-john 13:14-15  
the voice
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“Marriage… is what brings us here together…today…”

Do you recognize the quote from the movie, "The Princess 

Bride?" In this scene, true love heroically rescues the princess 

from a pretense of a wedding. It is time for the church  

to be the hero, and with true love speak graceful words  

that will rescue the understanding of marriage. The good  

news is, we already have scripture and Christian practice  

of two thousand years to guide us. 

Since the Supreme Court ruling on same-sex marriage, 

there is concern and confusion populating the marriage 

conversation in churches. Thankfully, some have already 

studied and prepared. Dr. Kyle Henderson, pastor of First 

Baptist in Athens, declares, “When the state and the church  

use the word ‘marriage’ we do not mean the same thing.”  

To the state, law defines marriage as a contract with rights 

and responsibilities and recourse if a party breaks the terms. 

To the church, scripture defines marriage as a covenant  

with standards and sacrifices on behalf of each party that calls 

for faithfulness to the terms. FBC Athens adopted a definition 

of marriage (based on Ephesians 5:21-33) in their bylaws  

and wrote appropriate policy to accompany it. 

XIX Covenant Marriage

Covenant marriage is the uniting of one man and 

one woman in commitment for a lifetime. It is God's 

unique gift to reveal the union between Christ and His 

church, and to provide for the man and the woman in 

marriage the framework for intimate companionship, 

the channel for sexual expression according to biblical 

standards, and the means for procreation of the 

human race. We believe that Ephesians 5:21-33 is the 

normative expression of covenant marriage. 

Our congregation is amending our policies to include the 

biblical definition of marriage as a covenant. I’m praying this 

process isn't perceived as just a reaction to current events, 

but rather as a justified action of repentance for our historical 

error. A century ago, the church permitted the state to 

legislate a marriage definition. Fifty years ago, states defined 

“no fault” divorce.  What seemed an innocent union of church 

and state at that time birthed a guilty infidelity, with little 

commitment expected to enter or exit a marriage. A covenant 

marriage standard is needed.

Covenant marriage outlines the significant purposes  

of marriage and enumerates the “fault” for which a marriage 

can be ended (Matthew 5:31-32; 1 Corinthians 7:10-15).  

The Bible affirms the faith community’s authority to define 

and declare marriage, thereby separating church from state 

as the highest definer of the term. Again, “We don’t mean 

MARRIAGE COVENANTS
by: jay abernathy 
senior�pastor�
first�baptist�church,�palestine
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the same thing” - The state requires no counseling, or any 

agreement of responsibilities by a couple getting a marriage 

license. However, a biblically-based, covenant marriage is 

sealed by an agreement allowing husband and wife to come 

together with an understanding of their responsibilities 

and purposes in the marriage. In his blog, The Daily Keller, 

Timothy Keller writes, “In sharp contrast with our culture, 

the Bible teaches that the essence of marriage is a sacrificial 

commitment to the good of the other.”

Another of my daughters is marrying a godly young man soon. 

Of all the weddings I have officiated, this one is going to be 

different because I will not sign a marriage license. Instead 

the couple will celebrate a covenant marriage ceremony 

according to biblical principles, not legislated definitions. They 

will promise to follow God’s description of marriage and God’s 

call to care for each other in areas of faith, family, finance, 

friendship and physical care.

Rescuing the biblical metaphor of marriage matters to the 

church. From Genesis 2 through Revelation 21, marriage 

is the most used illustration of the relationship between 

God and His people.  Marriage is God’s institution for man 

and woman  to have a relationship without shame that is 

full of procreation and trust. (This relationship predates 

governmental registration of marriage and is considered holy 

and appropriate for God’s people.) The illustration of marital 

infidelity is used by the prophets as they call for repentance  

of the Hebrews. Ultimately, the covenant marriage metaphor 

for God’s relationship with the Hebrews contains a promise  

of a reconciled consummation in Zion (Isaiah 62:5).

Through Jesus, the church is in a covenant relationship  

with God. John the Baptist introduces it (John 3:29),  

and the Apostle John reveals that this covenant  

will be kept until the day of fulfillment in the New Heaven  

and New Earth (Revelation 21:2). This covenant is sealed  

with a vow and kept forever. 

God has given us the marriage institution as a place  

to demonstrate purity to the world. In a recent Baptist 

Standard “2nd Opinion,” Dr. Brent Gentzel of FBC Kaufman 

writes that the Jerusalem Council in A.D. 50 taught, “Sexual 

purity is the calling of every Christ follower and the Bible 

clearly points toward celibacy as opposed to marriage as 

a viable option for some people in some circumstances… 

Christians were to live and handle their bodies and passions 

in a distinctive way.  Sexual intimacy as a gift to be expressed 

only in the confines of Holy and heterosexual marriage has 

been the clear Christian way of exercising our faith and 

sexuality since that day.” When Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 7, 

he taught that not everyone should marry, but the meaning  

of marriage is for everyone.

A covenant marriage is “a very sacred institution” for all.  

The rescue must begin. After all, “into such a union as this, 

man and woman are called to be joined.” 

Jay Abernathy serves as the senior pastor of First Baptist Church 

of Palestine.  For information on preparing your church in the midst 

of cultural changes, visit texasbaptists.org/samesexmarriage, a 

resource of the Christian Life Commission.
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by: dr. jim denison 
president�and�founder�of�the��
denison�forum�on�truth�and�culture

On June 29, the Supreme Court legalized same-sex marriage 

in America. We don't know the implications of the ruling  

for church and religious organizations with regard to spousal 

benefits, employment and non-profit status. It's conceivable 

that statements upholding biblical marriage could be 

construed as "hate speech." We don't know many of the larger 

implications of this decision.

Here's what Christians do know.

First, we are called to speak the truth in love  

(Ephesians 4:15). If the survivors of the Charleston tragedy 

could forgive the alleged murderer and testify to the grace  

of Jesus, can't all Christians follow their example? Our witness 

is never so strong as when it is tested. Suffering reveals the 

reality of our faith to a watching world.

These days present a historic opportunity for American 

Christians to show our culture and the world that we are 

people of character and grace. Our witness on this issue  

is especially significant with younger adults. Seventy percent 

of non-Christians ages 16 to 29 say Christians are "insensitive 

to others." Let's show the LGBT community and the rest  

of our culture what we're for, not just what we're against.  

Let's show our world that we can disagree without  

demeaning, that we can be biblical without being bombastic, 

that we can care for people without endorsing behavior that 

hurts them and others. "I love you" and "I accept everything 

you do" are not synonymous.

Second, we are called to speak unchanging truth  

to a changing world. For decades, our culture has defined  

truth as opinion. The court's ruling on same-sex marriage  

is the latest example of moral relativism. If there is no 

objective definition of marriage, the justices did not  

"redefine" it—they merely conformed law to popular opinion. 

But human nature does not change. God's Word is just  

as relevant as when it was first revealed.

God wants to redeem our cultural darkness with a clear  

and compelling display of the abundant life only He can 

provide. As babies are given gender neutral names  

and dressed in gender neutral clothes until they decide 

whether to be male or female, we'll witness the destruction 

that results as the world goes deeper into deception.  

As more and more couples choose same-sex marriage,  

we'll see the damaging results for themselves, their children 

and families, and our society.

But like the father who welcomed His prodigal son home,  

our Father welcomes all who return to His truth and grace. 

Let's join Him.

Dr. Jim Denison is the president and founder of the Denison Forum 

on Truth and Culture. For further reading, download Dr. Denison’s 

free ebook, "How to defend biblical marriage: What you need  

to know about homosexuality, same-sex marriage and the Bible" 

(dftc.co/defend).

TWO WAYS WE CAN  
RESPOND TO THE SAME-SEX  
MARRIAGE RULING
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Texas had record-breaking rainfall and storms in the month 

of May. While the storms provided cooler temperatures 

and relief from several years of drought, they also brought 

destructive tornadoes and flooding. 

A EF-3 tornado struck the East Texas town of Van on May 10, 

causing an estimated $40 million in damage and destroying 

90 homes. Texas Baptists Disaster Recovery (TBDR) 

responded quickly to the needs and began sending volunteer 

teams to help with construction projects. Teams have 

continued to respond throughout the summer and long-term 

recovery planning is anticipated into 2016. 

Another tornado struck downtown Mineral Wells on May 

19, damaging First Baptist Church, as well as several local 

businesses. The next day, Texas Baptists staff were in town 

reaching out to Pastor Nathan Buchanan and the church. They 

were able to provide the church with some financial assistance 

through TBDR to assist with immediate needs as they arose.

“The funds we have available are there because of the 

ongoing giving of Texas Baptists,” Joe Loughlin, director of 

Connections for Texas Baptists, said. “We were ready to help 

them immediately because of the gifts of so many through the 

Cooperative Program. Just as FBC Mineral Wells has given 

faithfully through the years to help other churches, we were 

able step in and support them in their time of need.”

As flood waters rose in Central Texas over Memorial Day 

weekend, many homes were lost or severely damaged. 

Within 24 hours, Marla Bearden and Chris Liebrum, 

representatives from TBDR, were in the area, assessing 

damage and formulating plans on how to help rebuild homes 

in the communities of San Marcos, Wimberley and Blanco. 

Volunteer teams began responding almost immediately 

and Texas Baptists churches opened their doors. 

The First Baptist Churches in San Marcos, Blanco 

and Dripping Springs offered their facilities as host sites 

for volunteer teams traveling to help. 

When FBC Dripping Springs Pastor Craig Curry approached 

his church members the following Sunday morning about 

how much they might be willing to help, the response was 

overwhelming. With tears in his eyes, Curry admired the 

genuine, sacrificial answers of “whatever we need to do” 

from his members, regardless of cost. 

TBDR has joined the Blanco River Long-Term Recovery 

team in bringing restoration to areas affected by the flooding. 

Bearden anticipates TBDR to be involved in recovery work 

in this area for three to five years as the community seeks 

to be restored.

From mudding out homes to replacing drywall and restoring 

walls, 156 TBDR volunteers have tirelessly worked to help 

share the love of Christ through their service in Central Texas. 

The same weekend, flood waters rose throughout Houston, 

causing damage to many areas, particularly on the southwest 

side of the city. TBDR Development Specialist Gerald Davis 

has been working with churches and ministry partners 

impacted by the flooding. Volunteer teams through Shalom 

Builders are currently providing help at Baptist Temple 

Church, Unite Orthodox Synagogue and Gracewood, 

a Children at Heart Ministry.  

TBDR will continue to organize volunteer teams to serve 

in Central Texas and the city of Van this year and into 2016. 

The needs in both areas are great and volunteer labor is a 

priceless gift to provide for families, many of which did not 

have flood insurance. 

"(With TBDR) our focus is really on the disaster survivor. 

We want to be the hands and feet of Jesus to them,” Bearden 

said. “That really is our focus ... to rebuild the community, 

rebuild homes and to restore lives.”

For more information on coordinating volunteer teams 

and giving opportunities, visit texasbaptists.org/disaster or 

contact Marla Bearden at marla.bearden@texasbaptists.org 

or 214.828.5382. 

DISASTER RECOVERY 
RESPONDS STATEWIDE 
FOLLOWING SPRING STORMS

by: kalie lowrie
publications�manager

This summer, 600 students were mobilized 
through BOUNCE Student Disaster Recovery 
to serve in Dallas, Waco, Mineral Wells, 
Wimberley/San Marcos and Moore, Oklahoma. 

600 STUDENTS
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El Programa Cooperativo, (CP, por sus siglas en ingles) trabaja 

cada minuto todos los días y en todas partes a través de 

las iglesias Bautistas de Texas que se unen para recaudar 

millones de dólares para el trabajo en misiones, evangelismo 

y ministerios. 

Los Bautistas de Texas creemos en la cooperación. Ninguna 

iglesia independiente puede lograr lo que 5,300 iglesias 

representando a 2 millones de cristianos pueden lograr 

juntas. Es por esto que con el reajuste de nuestra organización 

esta primavera hemos reanudado nuestro compromiso en 

comunicar el impacto que el Programa Cooperativo tiene bajo 

el liderazgo de Chris Liebrum. 

Queremos informarle como se están utilizando los fondos 

del CP, y lo que es aún más importante, informarle como 

estamos cambiando vidas llevando la palabra de Dios a los 

barrios cerca de la frontera con México, en los dormitorios 

estudiantiles dentro de universidades en Texas, en cuartos

 de hospital, orfanatos, iglesias, parques y hasta en arenas 

de rodeo. 

Cuando su iglesia le otorga dinero al CP, el 39% (($17.6 

millones) de esos fondos apoyan el trabajo en misiones 

alrededor del estado y el mundo entero. Esto incluye el trabajo 

de nuestro Equipo de Misiones que hace su labor en áreas 

urbanas a través de River Ministry, con congregaciones en 

inmobiliarios múltiples y hogares. Los Ministerios de Bautistas 

Estudiantes operan en 117 escuelas en Texas, difundiendo 

la esperanza de Cristo a una generación crucial a través de 

Texas Baptist Collegiate Ministry. Grupos como los Hombres 

Texanos Bautistas, que responde a emergencias rápidamente, 

y grupos culturales como la Convención Bautista Hispana 

de Texas, la cual ayuda los 11 millones de Hispanos en 

nuestro estado, existen gracias a que usted apoya su trabajo. 

Una gran porción de lo que se da se manda al Southern 

Baptist Convention, el cual apoya a misiones nacionales e 

internacionales y brinda apoyo a seis seminarios de teología. 

La labor dentro de misiones también es patrocinada a través 

de ofrendas al Cooperative Baptist Fellowship y al Texas 

Worldwide Missions Initiatives and Partnerships.

Gracias a su generosidad con la CP, Instituciones Bautistas 

de salud y educativas reciben $12.8 millones (28%). Los que 

más se benefician con esta generosidad son estudiantes 

universitarios y de seminario, quienes reciben becas de 

ministerio dentro de nuestras 11 instituciones educativas 

Bautistas que permiten que estos estudiantes reciban la 

preparación y educación necesarias para ayudar a iglesias 

Bautistas. Se brindan las necesidades básicas a infantes y 

personas de la tercera edad a través de nuestras instituciones 

de salud como el Baylor University Medical Center en Dallas 

y orfanatos como el South Texas Children’s Home en Beeville. 

El mandato de Jesus de amar y cuidar a aquellos que lo 

necesitan se cumple todos los días a través de la maravillosa 

labor de nuestras instituciones. 

El trabajo de ministerio, que consta del 16% ($7.3 millones)  

de sus ofrendas al CP, hace posible enfatizar la plantación 

de iglesias, el evangelismo, el entrenamiento a discípulos 

by: kalie lowrie
directora�de�publicaciones�

LA LABOR DEL CP: CADA MINUTO. 
CADA DÍA. EN TODAS PARTES. 
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y eventos como el Super Summer YEC, las conferencias 

unApologetic entrenamientos 4xFour, Youth Ministry 

Conclave, y la Conferencia Boomer. 

El Equipo de Conexiones es el centro de unión entre pastores 

Bautistas de Texas y la vasta lista de recursos y ministerios del 

BGCT. Este equipo ayuda a pastores y a sus congregaciones 

ya sea brindando recursos para el desarrollo de liderado 

pastoral, o actuando como una guía para encontrar otros 

recursos brindados por la BGCT, como arquitectura, ministros 

interinos o entrenamiento bi-vocacional. Este grupo también 

es responsable de crear nuevas iglesias vitales. Con un 

porcentaje del 95% de éxito a lo largo de los últimos cinco 

años, los Bautistas de Texas han inaugurado 400 iglesias 

nuevas alrededor del estado. La población de Texas continua 

creciendo al igual que el numero de personas sin ayuda, y 

las nuevas iglesias son el ministerio con mas éxito y nuevas 

salvaciones. 

Localizada en Austin, la Christian Life Commission recibe $1.3 

millones (3%) a través del CP, el cual ayuda a los Bautistas 

de Texas, a iglesias, comunidades y lideres gubernamentales 

a darle voz a problemas críticos en nuestra sociedad desde 

un punto de vista Cristiano y bíblico. La CLC trabaja con la 

legislación de Texas para atender problemas cristianos dentro 

de la ley publica, promulgando respuestas significativas a 

problemas como prestamos de día de pago, la educación y 

la santidad de la vida humana. Abogar por las necesidades 

básicas de cuidados humanos y combatir injusticias son parte 

primordial de su labor en su lucha contra el ciclo de hambre y 

pobreza que sufren millones de personas alrededor del mundo.  

El trabajo de nuestros equipos de Administración y 

Comunicación hace posible que se lleven a cabo muchas 

misiones. A pesar de que mucha de su labor se lleva a cabo 

internamente, ellos hacen posible la colaboración. El Equipo 

de Apoyo Administrativo brinda servicios de contaduría, 

tecnología, recursos humanos y ayuda con las instalaciones 

en todos ministerios BGCT. Cada miembro de este equipo 

trata su trabajo como un ministerio. Asimismo, el Equipo de 

Comunicaciones apoya las necesidades de los ministerios 

a través de mercadotecnia, diseño grafico, noticias, medios 

sociales, mantenimiento de páginas web, publicaciones y 

muchas otras responsabilidades que ayudan a comunicar el 

mensaje de los Bautistas de Texas. 

El evangelismo y las misiones están en el corazón de todo lo 

que hacemos como Bautistas de Texas buscando cumplir con 

la Gran Comisión, creando discípulos en todas las naciones, 

y con el Gran Mandato, amando a Dios y amando a todos 

nuestros hermanos. Gracias a su apoyo al CP, el reino de 

Dios avanza alrededor del mundo. Aún queda mucho trabajo 

por hacer y trabajando juntos lo podemos lograr. Rezamos 

para que los Bautistas de Texas puedan continuar apoyando 

nuestra causa y para que el nombre de Dios sea proclamado 

cada minuto, cada día y en todas partes del mundo. 

Visita texasbaptists.org/cp.
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Becada establece ministerio en una 

comunidad sin iglesia en México. 

La Mexicana Eunice Ortiz estudiaba 

antropología social cuando el Señor 

la llamó para trabajar en misiones. Su 

corazón estaba consternado al conocer 

un grupo de personas llamados Ngiwas, 

quienes habitan la parte suroeste del 

estado de Puebla, México.

A través de muchas oraciones y terapia 

espiritual, Ortiz dejó sus estudios 

en antropología para ir al Seminario 

Teológico Bautista Mexicano en 

la Ciudad de México, donde ella 

empezaría estudiar teología con énfasis 

en idiomas. 

Tres meses después de empezar sus 

estudios de seminario, Ortiz atraviesa 

por una tragedia familiar. Su hermano 

fue raptado repentinamente y sin dejar 

trazo. Esto pasó hace dos años y sus 

familiares siguen sin saber su paradero. 

“Durante esa situación difícil, el Señor 

me confirmó que era hora de empezar a 

trabajar en misiones,” comentó Ortiz. 

En el verano del 2014, Ortiz llegó a 

un pueblo Ngiwa como maestra de 

primaria. Ella describe al pueblo, el 

cual queda a 10 horas por autobús, 

como una comunidad pobre sin iglesias 

cristianas. 

“Tienen muchos tipos de problemas 

– de salud, moral, ética, educación y 

explotación,” comentó Ortiz. “Así que 

Dios puso en mi corazón el propósito 

de trabajar de forma completa para 

traer las Buenas Noticias de salvación y 

ayudar con necesidades espirituales y 

materiales.”

Inspirada por el verso de Mateo 20:28, 

Ortiz fundó el ministerio llamado 

“Misión Integral Ngiwas,” la cual incluye 

clases para estudiantes de primaria, 

secundaria y hasta adultos. 

Ortiz ha estado entrenando a cinco 

estudiantes universitarios para que 

le ayuden en el ministerio. Estos 

estudiantes son los únicos cristianos 

en sus hogares, sin embargo son fieles 

al servir al Señor a través de ministerio, 

comentó Ortiz. 

Los domingos, ella y los estudiantes 

universitarios imparten clases todo el 

día con la intención de conectarse con 

personas y formar relaciones fuertes. 

Esto les permite entender la cultura y 

ser más efectivos con la presentación 

del evangelio. “Yo creo firmemente 

en las promesas de Dios porque El fue 

el único que comandó y designó este 

trabajo para los Ngiwas,” dijo Ortiz 

humildemente. “El los ama muchísimo, 

y El nos va a mantener.”

Con tan solo 23 años, Ortiz dirige 

el ministerio mientras continua sus 

estudios de seminario y dice que desea 

crecer y obtener conocimientos bíblicos 

a fondo. El trayecto de 10 horas por 

autobús de ida y vuelta a Ngiwa es algo 

que Ortiz no podría pagar si también 

estuviera pagando colegiatura. 

“Puedo ver la fidelidad de Dios a través 

del apoyo económico que he recibido 

para mi colegiatura,” comentó Ortiz. 

“Los Ngiwas son un grupo de personas 

sin apoyo que nuestro Señor ha puesto 

en mi camino para poder cumplir la 

Gran Comisión… Con este apoyo, he 

podido llegar hasta ellos por cuatro 

meses.”  

Ortiz es una de seis estudiantes de 

seminario en el Seminario Teológico 

Bautista Mexicano que recibe becas a 

través del Equipo de Misiones Bautistas 

de Texas. Con fondos del Programa 

Cooperativo (CP por sus siglas en 

ingles) designados específicamente 

para trabajo en misiones, Ortiz y otros 

estudiantes pueden seguir su llamado 

a misiones sin tener que afrontar 

problemas económicos. 

PREOCUPADA POR LOS NGIWAS
by: leah reynolds 
directora�de�relaciones�
publicas�y�noticias�
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CALENDAR

2015

september
	 1-2	 Black Preaching Conference, San Antonio 

 9-11  National Boomer and Senior Adult  
Ministry Conference, San Antonio 

 11-12 Special Friends Retreat, Floydada

 11-12 Hispanic Men’s Retreat, Glen Rose

 11-12 ENGAGE, Liberty

 12 Equippers Workshop, El Paso

 15-18 Chaplaincy Training Event, Waxahachie 

 18-19 Hispanic Men’s Retreat, Menard

 19  Seasoned Saints & Family Conference, 
DeSoto

 22 Worship Summit - West, Plainview

 23 See You at the Pole

 24 Worship Summit - South, San Antonio

 25-26 Hispanic Men's Retreat, Cedar Hill

october
	 2-3	 Special Friends Retreat, Cedar Hill

 3 Equippers Workshop- WBU, Plainview

 5-8 Retirees Retreat, Kerrville

 12-14 Youth Ministry Conclave, Arlington

 15 Engage24

 15-16 Childhood Certification, Dallas

november
	 6-7	 Hispanic Leadership Conference, Dallas

 6-7 Fiesta Ring, San Antonio

 8-10 Annual Meeting, Frisco

 26 Thanksgiving

 29 Hunger Offering 5th Sunday

december
	 10	  Texas Baptists Christmas  

Open House, Dallas

 25 Christmas

visit texasbaptists.org/events 
for more information and to 
register for an event today!
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RESOURCES

MARRIAGE 
“RE-DEFINED” 
CULTURALLY
Same-sex marriage has become legal throughout 

the United States for the first time in history. This 

change represents a culture shift that has been 

both rapid and momentous. American Christians 

who seek to build their faith from the Bible find that 

several ethical/theological positions are relevant to 

discussion of and response to the issue. Marriage, 

family, sexual behavior, church and state, religious 

liberty, and evangelism are all important to the 

discussion from a biblical Christian perspective.

texasbaptists.org/samesexmarriage

INTERIM TIME
Being between pastors and finding the right one for 

your church is a crucial time that is best embraced 

with some outside guidance. The Interim Church 

Services Team can help your church in this time with 

pulpit supply and interim preachers. In addition to 

this, a few resources we have for your church are 

listed below.

• Two-hour workshops on the search process

• A full-day retreat, which includes building 

spiritual foundations and training in the process

• Training manuals

texasbaptists.org/interim

CONCLAVE
Reaching youth in a rapidly changing culture is vital 

to introducing them to Christ and helping grow 

their faith. Youth Ministry Conclave, a learning and 

connecting event for adults who work with youth, 

is set for October 12-14 in Arlington. It is valuable 

training in reaching youth and their parents.

texasbaptists.org/conclave
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STORIES OF FAITH
Two hundred eighty Go Now students served around the world this summer and they shared amazing stories about what God 

did in and through them. Visit txb.life/greatcommission to read their firsthand accounts:

"It was in that moment I realized the Gospel knows no bounds. The Gospel doesn’t need me to know fluent Creole for me to 

share God’s unending love with His people."  - Morgan Martin in His Love is Overflowing

"I love having a Savior who knows how I feel. And now I’ve realized that Jesus knows what it’s like to be in a new place and He 

understands my culture shock, which makes it easier to run to Him when I’m having a hard day." - Kristen in Learning More 

About Jesus in the Midst of Cultural Shock

"He [God] is bigger than the sin in the red-light district. He is bigger than the fear that engulfs people. My God is bigger." 

- Rachel Martin in Giving God your ‘Yes’

COUNSELING 
SERVICES
Ministering to people is a wonderful and difficult task 

that can take its toll on individuals and families. 

At times, those who minister to their church 

members need ministering, too. Texas Baptists 

Counseling Services offers the following 

for ministers and church members.

• Confidential assessment, counseling and 

referral services for ministers and their families

• Counseling resources for all Texas Baptists

• Group presentations on mental health topics 

to promote overall well-being and healthy living

texasbaptists.org/counseling

A CHURCH 
BY ANY 
OTHER NAME
People are social animals and long to fit in (even 

if they say they don’t). Creating places that are 

welcoming both inside and out is at the heart of 

Texas Baptists House Congregations. It starts 

communities in places unreached by existing 

churches, in areas often unreached with the Gospel. 

To learn more about Multi-Housing and House 

Congregations and to get involved visit our website.

texasbaptists.org/missions



if�you�are�interested�in�receiving�more�copies�of�texas�baptist�magazine,�please�contact�leah�reynolds�at�leah.reynolds@texasbaptists.org.

7557�rambler�road,�suite�1200���|��dallas,�tx�75231-2388


