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South Padre Island is known as a party place for spring 

breakers looking for a good time. Billboards advertise local 

bars like Louie’s and Clayton’s, ads on the radio promote 

concerts and parties, and local shops offer beer bongs and 

discounted liquor. From all directions, it is apparent that Padre 

is the place to be for college students on spring break.

Beach Reach is a ministry right in the midst of the worldly 

pursuits. For more than 30 consecutive years, Baptist Student 

Ministry students from across the state have gathered on the 

island to serve their peers and share the Gospel with those 

who have never heard. 

The ministry of Beach Reach would not be possible without 

every person on the trip using their gifts to serve the body 

of Christ. This year, lives were changed because 1,060 BSM 

students (representing 39 BSMs), their leaders and other 

volunteers came together on South Padre Island throughout 

three weeks of service. Each piece was important as the body 

worked together, as described in Ephesians 4:15-16.

Through the course of three weeks of intense evangelism 

on South Padre Island, 110 new believers prayed for salvation 

and 32 recommitted their lives to Christ.

Giving a lift

Drivers – in 15-passenger vans with names like Raisin Van 

Crunch and VANilla Wafah – logged countless hours along 

the three major streets on the island. While many were 

not specifi cally engaged in conversations with riders, they 

provided safe, reliable transportation so students in the vans 

could share the Gospel.

Kyle Crim, campus missionary intern at Angelo State 

University, knew as a van driver he would not be able 

to share his faith much. As the week went by, he said, 

“I was able to hear the Gospel from every mouth of our 

students on the van. Driving allowed me to take a step 

back and realize it's not about me.”

The navigator of each van also played an important part 

in the weeks, staying in touch with the hotline number 

and receiving assignments on where to pick up the next 

group of waiting passengers. 

While the driver and navigator were leading the way, 

BSM students in the back seats looked for ways to engage 

each rider in a spiritual conversation. With the majority 

of spring breakers being college students, fi nding 

a commonality was typically quick.

THE BODY WORKING 
TOGETHER AT BEACH REACH

by: kalie lowrie
publications manager
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On the line

Back at Island Baptist Church, where Beach Reach was 

headquartered, students and leaders manned the hotline 

during the day and into the wee hours of the night, responding 

to thousands of calls for rides.

On one of the last nights, Erika Sanchez, a student from  

West Texas A&M University, was covering the hotline around 

2:45 in the morning. Ready to finish her shift at 3 a.m., Erika 

reluctantly answered her last incoming call. The man on the 

other side of the phone was irate, questioning why his ride  

had not arrived, although he had placed a call some time 

before. As Erika began responding to him, her heart was 

broken for the caller. Although his tone was full of anger  

and his words were hurtful, all she could do was respond  

with patience and love.

“In every prayer this week, I've been asking God to break my 

heart for the salvation of others,” she said. “God transformed 

my heart that night. I was broken for him.”

Prayer wave

The sanctuary served as a converted prayer room for the 

duration of Beach Reach and was a powerful place during 

the day and night. Verses, prayers and pictures were strung 

across the room on rope. A live Twitter feed was displayed at 

the front, rolling in prayer requests in real time. As students 

and leaders gathered in huddles, or sat in a quiet place, 

prayers were lifted up for salvation, for the Gospel to go forth, 

and for safety and strength.

Serving

Pancakes also provided a huge ministry opportunity 

for students to engage with spring breakers in spiritual 

conversations. In the morning, volunteers from the Tarrant 

Baptist Association disaster recovery unit for Texas Baptist 

Men served pancakes at Island Baptist Church. Disaster 

response volunteers from First Baptist Church Plains and 

Monterey Baptist Church in Lubbock also served pancakes  

in the middle of the night outside of Louie’s, a local island bar.

“I see these young people from BSMs all over the state and it 

tells me that the Church is in great shape,” said John Hooser, 

blue cap for the Tarrant Baptist group. 

Spiritual conversations and baptisms

Without each one of these pieces, the 11,765 spiritual 

conversations that took place on the beach, in line for 

pancakes or on van rides in the middle of the night may  

not have happened. 

And at the end of the second and third weeks, amidst  

a crowd of sunbathers and beer pong players, hundreds  

of BSM students congregated to witness the baptism  

of new believers – 53 in all.

“I pray this is not the end of your endeavor in missions,”  

Buddy Young, Beach Reach coordinator and BSM Director  

for WTAMU, said during worship on Tuesday night. “I pray 

that your heart will be so stirred by the lost that you will  

go where they are, that this week will dramatically change  

who you are and how you relate to people.”
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TOOLS FOR THE GOSPEL
Tools Texas Baptists used to spread the Gospel over spring break 

MEDICAL MISSIONS guatemala
Nine students from UT Southwestern went 

to Los Humitos, Guatemala, to provide medical 

care, physical therapy and nutrition consultations 

to local residents. While meeting physical needs, 

the students were also able to pray over patients 

and minister to spiritual needs.  

TBDR eagle pass
Texas Baptists Disaster Recovery (TBDR) 

mobilized 60 volunteers from eight different 

churches to help 10 families in Eagle Pass, where 

hundreds of homes were destroyed by the 2013 

and 2014 fl oods. Volunteers helped with VBS 

activities, yard care, home building, home repair, 

church repair and plumbing.

BOUNCE austin
BOUNCE Student Disaster Recovery mobilized 

162 youth from nine different churches to help 

homeowners in Austin, where a fl ood damaged 

many houses in 2013. Students built fences, 

mixed concrete, cleaned up yards, hauled 

lumber, and helped residents regain hope 

of restoration for their homes.

CHAMPS CAMP harlingen
Forty BSM students from Texas A&M University 

and Stephen F. Austin University traveled to First 

Baptist Church Harlingen to build relationships 

with 215 children through sports during Champs 

Camp. During the day, campers learned 

skills in basketball, baseball, golf, taekwondo, 

gymnastics, soccer, tennis and more. 

lumber, and helped residents regain hope 

of restoration for their homes.

care, physical therapy and nutrition consultations 

to local residents. While meeting physical needs, 

the students were also able to pray over patients 

and minister to spiritual needs.  
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Texas Baptists have held to our core truths and the one  

Truth since our inception in 1886. In this and upcoming issues, 

we’ll explore a few of those binding truths.

If the conversation in Mark 12:28-34 happened today, I think  

it would go like this:

LawTeacher: Hey @Jesus, with 200+ laws what’s the most 

important? #gottaknow

Jesus:  @LawTeacher, Love the Lord your God. Love others  

as yourself. #greatestoftheseislove

In this scripture, Jesus boils down the two things  

we have to get right before we can do anything that will  

meet needs and draw people to Him. They are inseparable.  

If we love God, then we will love others. The flip is true too,  

if we do not love His people, we do not love God.

Love is a verb. Verbs relate to and call for action.  

To conjugate: I love; you love; he/she loves. What’s  

interesting about a verb is that it requires an object upon 

which to act. Love does not happen until it’s shared or directed 

at someone or something. Neither you nor I can love if we do 

not know God or other people. We must have a direct object, 

a recipient, to receive that love.

When we love, we are actually participating in an act 

originating in God. When we love, we are drawing ourselves 

nearer to something that is sacred, holy, beautiful and 

mysterious. Love can draw us to the Holy God. “No one  

has ever seen God, but if we love one another, God lives  

in us as His love is made complete in us.” 1 John 4:12.

The barrier to sharing love is cynicism. While inaction is 

blamed on several factors, from lack of time to fear, cynicism 

is the buffer that keeps us from loving people and walking as 

Jesus walked. The antidote to cynicism is to get out there and 

be love. Because orphans, the hungry, the homeless are easy 

to ignore until you know their names. Until you hold them in 

your arms. Until you sit and eat with them.

“Whoever claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus walked.”  

1 John 2:6. 

Notice that it reads “walk,” not talk, think of, or pray, but  

to walk. It is a command to get up, go out and love people.  

It’s the action and direct object. 

Ephesians 2:10 reminds us that God has created us.  

It also tells us we were created to do good works,  

which He’s laid out for us in advance. We are not alone  

when we enact love, we cannot be. We are experiencing  

God and sharing God with another.

In a culture where bigger is better and flashy is more effective, 

Jesus beckons each of us to plainly, humbly and quietly focus 

our lives on people and, quite simply, to love people. 

“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.  

But the greatest of these is love.” 1 Corinthians 13:13. 

The expression of love is an expression of the divine.

#txbtruths

WE HOLD THESE TRUTHS:  
LOVE PEOPLE AS GOD DOES

by: rand jenkins  
director of communications
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In Mexico, families often choose to live with physical 

discomforts in order to avoid pricey medical care. Medical 

equipment such as examination machinery, wheelchairs and 

eyeglasses can deliver a costly sacrifice.

Several years ago, Lake Pointe Baptist Church in Rockwall 

chose to provide a free medical care option for residents in 

Piedras Negras, a Mexican city that is home to about  

150,000 people and borders the Texas town of Eagle Pass.

Twice a year, the church partners with Texas Baptists River 

Ministry and Iglesia Bautista Fuente de Vida, a local church, 

to take mission trips to the city and show compassionate 

ministry by opening up a free three-day medical clinic.

In the most recent visit, which took place in late March, 36 

Lake Pointe volunteers provided wheelchairs, dental care, 

medical care and eyeglasses to around 500 patients.

Dr. Gloria de la Peña, who serves as healthcare coordinator 

for Texas Baptists River Ministry and helps coordinate mission 

teams like Lake Pointe, has witnessed God transform Piedras 

Negras, which she has called home for 15 years, through Lake 

Pointe’s ministry.

“It’s a great benefit to the community because everyone 

knows that if they come to these events, they can get a 

wheelchair, glasses, dental attention, medical attention,  

and not only is it free, it is very high quality,” Peña said.  

Julio Ruiz Reyes, pastor of Fuente de Vida, said he has also 

watched community members come to the medical clinics 

and leave overjoyed for receiving superb assistance they 

would not have been able to afford otherwise.  

Through these mission trips, Lake Pointe volunteers also take 

the opportunity to share the Gospel to patients with the help 

of local church members serving as translators.

Steve Radney, team leader for the mission team and Minister 

of Missions for Lake Pointe, said that through the medical 

clinic ministry, they have witnessed the body working together  

and the Holy Spirit moving in the city. 

He recalled a moment when a family of four prayed  

to receive Christ shortly after one of the family members  

was given a wheelchair. 

A COMMUNITY  
TRANSFORMED THROUGH 
COMPASSIONATE MINISTRY

by: leah reynolds 
news/pr manager
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“Our partner church (Fuente de Vida) was right there to get 

the family’s contact information so they can follow up and 

disciple this family,” Radney said. “It’s a very holistic ministry.“

Pastor Reyes and local church members have been amazed  

to witness the doors this ministry has opened for the church 

to welcome new believers into the faith family.

“It gives us the opportunity to share faith and to give hope, 

because we can see the people are receiving Christ, which  

is the greatest need,” he said.

The ministry has also opened doors for expansion into other 

Mexican cities, Peña said, per request from social government 

officials, not the churches, which is an honorable invitation.

Peña is sure, though, to inform the officials every time that  

the free medical clinics are more than just acts of charity, 

but are fueled by the desire to share Christ through 

compassionate ministry.

“For us, first of all it’s a spiritual work,” she tells them.  

“We tell them if they allow us to come, we’re not just going  

to do the medical, we’re also doing the spiritual.”

In April, Lake Pointe took their first mission trip to a new city, 

Ciudad Acuna, to offer another free medical clinic.  

Pray for the work God is doing in Mexico through local 

churches and through mission teams like Lake Pointe. 

Is your church interested in getting plugged in to River 

Ministry Mexico missions?

For potential projects, visit texasbaptists.org/riverministry  

or contact Daniel Rangel at 214.828.5394 or  

daniel.rangel@texasbaptists.org.

Your church can also help by providing hygiene kits  

for mission teams to pass out at the free health clinics.  

Email kalie.beasley@texasbaptists.org for more information. 
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Recently, I have had the opportunity to be in Austin and work 

alongside our Texas Baptists Christian Life Commission 

leaders. As you know, this spring, the Texas legislature is in 

session and, as always, our CLC is there advocating for that 

which is good and right. 

This is who we are as the Baptist General Convention of 

Texas. We are people who follow God's Word by championing 

causes which alleviate pain, suffering and injustice. We are 

people who, following our Christian convictions, stand up and 

speak up for those who cannot do so themselves.

Currently, an evil permeating our society is human traffi cking. 

Please note, this evil is not a problem being experienced only 

in other parts of the world or in other states of the U.S. It is 

here, in Texas, and the statistics are alarming. Consider some 

of these facts: 

• By defi nition, human traffi cking involves the recruitment, 

harboring, transporting or procurement of a person for 

labor, or services for the purpose of involuntary servitude, 

slavery or forced commercial sex acts. 

• Traffi cking is exploitation-based, and does not require 

movement across borders. It is a hidden crime, as victims 

often do not seek help due to their immigration status, 

language and cultural barriers, fear of their traffi ckers, 

inability to make an outcry, and other factors.

PEOPLE MATTER

CONVERGE
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• Sex trafficking is the fastest growing business  

of organized crime and the third-largest criminal 

enterprise in the world. 

• One in five human trafficking victims in the U.S. passes 

through Texas along the I-10 corridor.

• Texas ranks second in the nation behind California in 

incoming calls to the Polaris Project’s National Human 

Trafficking Resource Center.

• Children account for 50 percent of human trafficking 

victims and the average age to enter into sex trafficking is 

12-13 years old. 

• Texas has over 10,000 runaways a year, and an estimated 

one in three child runaways will be lured into sex 

trafficking within 48 hours of leaving home.

People matter! And because people matter, we as Texas 

Baptists work diligently to right wrongs and correct problems. 

The purpose of the following articles is to raise awareness 

regarding the reality of human trafficking and to assure our 

Texas Baptists family that we are busy, active and making 

a positive difference. It is encouraging to see God's people 

caring about other people. It is good to see Christians working 

for the betterment of all. 

Our churches are on the frontlines, many located along major 

trafficking areas. Read more on the following pages about  

how your church can pray and take action to help put an end 

to this terrible issue impacting our state. 

While it may not seem like a likely connection,  

the pornography industry directly feeds into human 

trafficking. Dr. Jim Denison’s article sheds light on the link 

between these two evils confronting our society.

You will also find an article from a current Go Now  

semester missionary ministering in the sex trafficking  

industry in Southeast Asia. Not only are Texas Baptists 

working to confront the issue locally – this gives a picture  

of how we are involved in ministering to victims worldwide. 

The work of the CLC with our elected leaders is a wonderful 

example of the practice and power of cooperation. Without 

your support, this work would not be possible.

Because of your financial contributions to your church and 

because of your church's gifts to the Cooperative Program, 

you are making a difference in combating the plight of  

human trafficking in Texas and beyond. Thank you for  

your faithfulness and please continue to be generous.

he has sent [christ]  
to proclaim freedom  

for the prisoners  
and recovery of sight 

for the blind, to release 
the oppressed,  

to proclaim the year  
of the lord’s favor. 

luke 4:18-19
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CHILDREN’S HUNGER CURRICULUM

BRING HOPE TO THE WORLD

  FAITH &
GENEROSITY

for ages 3 through 12 available
at texasbaptists.org/hungeroffering.

BRING HOPE TO THE BRING HOPE TO THE BRING HOPE TO THE BRING HOPE TO THE BRING HOPE TO THE BRING HOPE TO THE WORLDWORLDWORLDWORLDWORLDWORLDWORLDWORLDWORLD
GENEROSITYGENEROSITYGENEROSITYGENEROSITYGENEROSITYGENEROSITYGENEROSITYGENEROSITYGENEROSITYGENEROSITYGENEROSITYGENEROSITYGENEROSITYGENEROSITYGENEROSITYGENEROSITYGENEROSITYGENEROSITYGENEROSITYGENEROSITYGENEROSITYGENEROSITYGENEROSITYGENEROSITYGENEROSITYGENEROSITYGENEROSITY

BRING HOPE TO THE WORLD

The Texas Baptist Hunger Offering provides a means to feed the hungry and
to help them out of poverty while they hear the blessed news of new life in Christ.

Join other Texas Baptists in following Christ’s direction to “give them something to eat.”

To contribute and access material, visit texasbaptists.org/hungeroffering.

Posters, in both English and Spanish; Bulletin Inserts that include Biblical themes, information on funded ministries, 
and stories from hunger projects, in both English and Spanish; Children’s Hunger Curriculum.

FREE RESOURCES AVAILABLE ONLINE FOR DOWNLOAD
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Pornography, heterosexual sin, prostitution and the 

degradation of fellow human beings are seldom talked 

about in many of our churches. However, these are real 

and present dangers to churchgoers, pastors and in our 

secular culture. Among pastors, almost 40% admittedly 

struggle with pornography.

“Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a person 

commits are outside the body, but whoever sins sexually, 

sins against their own body.” 1 Corinthians 6:18 NIV

Not only does sexual sin ruin your body, mind 

and relationships, but it also abuses and harms those 

who are forced to fuel demand – traffi cked humans. 

Read in the following pages how Texas Baptists are 

seeking to bring an end to this type of modern day slavery. 

WARNING
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Many people assume the 13th Amendment ended slavery 

in America, but there are still slaves among us. Every day, 

men, women and children are forced into manual labor 

or commercial sexual acts against their will. This modern 

day slavery exists in the form of human traffi cking.

The Christian Life Commission is committed to working 

in collaboration with other organizations, law enforcement 

and elected offi cials to end human traffi cking in Texas.

Sex traffi cking is not merely an international problem; it is 

estimated that about 293,000 American youth are currently 

at risk of becoming victims of commercial sexual exploitation.

Studies have shown that many domestic victims of sex 

traffi cking have histories of sexual abuse, families with 

substance abuse issues, and homelessness.

While sex traffi cking may get more attention, labor traffi cking 

is another widespread problem in America, with more than 

14 million people trapped in forced labor in agriculture, 

construction, domestic work and manufacturing industries, 

according to the International Labor Organization.

Victims of labor traffi cking are often lured in by the promise 

of good-paying jobs, only to be forced to work 12-hour days for 

little or no wages under the threat of violence or deportation. 

Labor traffi cking receives less attention, and it’s precisely that 

surreptitious capability which has allowed it to fl ourish.

FREEDOM FOR CAPTIVES: 
CLC WORKING TO END TRAFFICKING

by: kathryn freeman
director of public policy

The CLC is in support of several bills being 

considered in the Texas legislature this term 

with regard to the human traffi cking industry: 

HB 188 by Rep. Senfronia Thompson

• This bill would reauthorize the Human 

Traffi cking Prevention Task Force and add 

making recommendations to deal with the 

demand for forced labor and sexual conduct 

to their responsibilities. The task force has 

been critical to Texas’ efforts to combat 

traffi cking in the state by providing 

recommendations, developing trainings, 

and identifying gaps in resources.

HB 416 by Rep. Debbie Riddle

• This bill would require those working in abortion 

facilities to receive training in recognizing human 

traffi cking victims. Victims of traffi cking may be 

forced into abortions by their captors, and this 

bill would ensure that staff at abortion facilities 

are equipped to assist these women.

Our CLC public policy priorities are focused on improving 

victim services, expanding access to training for law 

enforcement offi cials and others who may come into contact 

with victims, and working to address demand for forced 

labor and prostitution. As those who are free, we have a 

responsibility to liberate those who are still slaves, whether 

they are spiritually or physically enslaved (Isaiah 61:1).
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Pornography is often called  

"the victimless crime." When we  

learn the facts, we discover nothing 

could be further from the truth.

It is estimated that 40 percent  

of American adults use pornography. 

For adults between the ages of 18 and 

26, usage increases to 87 percent. 

One in three porn users are women. 

As many as 12 percent of all websites 

contain porn. There were approximately 

1.5 billion searches for Internet porn in 

the first eight months of 2013. Of all 

Internet searches on mobile phones, 

one in five was for porn. 

Hollywood makes 400 movies  

a year; the porn industry produces 

11,000. One in five rented movies is 

pornographic. Every second, 28,258 

users are watching pornography on the 

Internet. Every minute, $184,538.49 

is being spent on pornography on the 

Internet. The financial cost to business 

productivity in the U.S. is estimated  

at $16.9 billion annually.

These numbers demonstrate  

the pervasiveness of the problem,  

but they also reveal a great demand. 

Where there is demand, supply 

inevitably follows.

Intimacy sought through pornography 

is not real. Virtual reality may satisfy a 

temporary desire, but it does not gratify 

a deep longing like an actual person.  

As a result, the use of people as sex objects 

moves from the screen to the street.

Globally, two children are sold into 

slavery every minute—1.2 million  

a year. Twenty-seven million people  

are trapped in slavery today. 

It is estimated that 200,000 women 

are forced into the sex trade every year 

in the U.S. There are 1.5 million victims 

of human trafficking in America, a 

business generating $87 million a day.

Is sex trafficking linked to pornography? 

Absolutely. Porn creates a demand 

leading many users to exploit sex 

trafficking victims. Eighty percent  

of sex trafficking survivors report that 

their customers used pornography 

to illustrate the acts they wanted. 

Traffickers use porn to train their victims, 

and to control them psychologically.

The pervasiveness of sex trafficking  

and pornography shows the depth 

of human depravity. But it also 

demonstrates the depth of human  

need for intimacy.

Oswald Chambers defines sin as a 

legitimate desire taken to an illegitimate 

place. In human experience, there is a 

legitimate and good desire to be known 

deeply and loved wholly. After all, in  

the garden God said it was not good  

for man to be alone (Genesis 2:18).

However, porn gives the illusion  

of intimacy, but leaves the user still 

lonely. Pornography is bad fruit from  

the rotten tree of false intimacy.  

And sex trafficking forces innocent 

victims to eat that fruit.

What would Jesus say about 

pornography? "Everyone who looks  

at a woman with lustful intent has 

already committed adultery with her in 

his heart" (Matthew 5:28). What would 

he say about sex trafficking? "Whatever 

you wish that others would do for you, 

do also to them" (Matthew 7:12). What 

if we don't do all we can to help victims 

of pornography and sex trafficking?  

"As you did not do it to one of the 

least of these, you did not do it to me" 

(Matthew 25:45).

Blaise Pascal was right: "Justice  

and power must be brought together,  

so that whatever is just may be powerful, 

and whatever is powerful may be just."

Dr. Jim Denison is the president  

and founder of the Denison Forum  

on Truth and Culture. Nick Pitts is  

the special assistant to the president.  

Visit www.denisonforum.org for  

more information.

THE LINK FROM  
PORNOGRAPHY TO  
HUMAN TRAFFICKING

by: dr. jim denison & nick pitts 
denison forum on truth and culture
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I have learned a lot more about the sex 

industry since being in Southeast Asia. 

Trafficking is a huge business here, more 

than most people would like to realize. 

Prostitution is a big part of the economy 

and culture as well.

About eight million foreign men come  

to the red light districts each year,  

but they only make up about 20 percent  

of the customers. It is said that 95 percent 

of men here have taken part in the sex 

industry at least once by the age of 21.  

It is also estimated that around 450,000 

men visit the districts every single day.

I remember meeting a western man 

around the third week of living here who 

told us flat out that we weren’t going to 

make a dent in the industry. He just felt 

there was no way we were going to stop 

this billion dollar industry.

He may have been right, I don’t know. 

Either way, I started to realize that  

wasn’t what God called me here for.  

My job here is not to abolish prostitution 

or sexual exploitation; there are already 

organizations here working towards that. 

My job is simply to love the person  

in front of me.

For that reason, we go to these dark  

places, to love those that no one else loves.  

If nothing else, I want to show I really do care 

for these individuals. I truly do want  

to be their friend, to give them a chance  

to talk to someone about things other than 

sex. I like to hear about their families,  

where they grew up, their dreams, what they 

studied or would like to study in university.

I realize that most if not all of these  

people are wearing masks, but when I get 

to hear a little bit about their lives, I realize 

that even if they haven’t shared much, it 

might be more than most people know 

about them. That part makes me happy. 

I may not be able to bring prostitution to 

an end, but I can offer a new beginning to 

some, and to me that’s all I ask for. 

It’s not just the women, or ladyboys  

for that matter, that are exploited.  

Young men are also part of this industry. 

Every Tuesday, I go with another partner 

to a massage parlor in one of the districts 

to teach English to some of the young 

men who work there. We sit in the lobby 

and teach there since it is a small place. 

Sometimes customers will come by and  

be startled by our presence. Other times, 

they are unfazed by us, and will take one  

of our boys from us without blinking an eye.

One week, our lesson with five of the boys 

was interrupted as they asked all 12 or 13 

boys to stand in line in front of a customer 

as he chose one for himself. It’s an awful 

feeling when you cannot do anything 

in that situation except sit and watch it 

happen. It made me even more upset  

when I realized the man had chosen one  

of our boys.

I think many, including myself, had the 

idea we would come in and offer these 

individuals a way out – and that the 

moment we did, they would take it in  

a heartbeat. But that is not my reality  

or theirs.

Brooke* is serving in Southeast Asia with  

Go Now Missions. This is a conflation  

of several stories she has written while  

in the field. Pray for her and other student 

missionaries who are serving across the state, 

country and world.  

*Name changed

A HEART BURDENED FOR 
SOUTHEAST ASIA’S SEX INDUSTRY:  
A GO NOW MISSIONS STORY
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The issue of human traffi cking – across the world, the U.S. 

and even Texas – is no big secret anymore. Statistics reveal 

staggering numbers, which shed light on the fact that 

thousands of people are being traffi cked for both sex and 

labor on a daily basis.

“We’ve been addressing the fruit, now it’s time to address the 

root,” said Tomi Grover, expert speaker on human traffi cking 

awareness and author of Compelled.

What should the Church do in response, now that society is 

more aware of human traffi cking, and people are talking about 

it? Grover explained her thoughts on what actions Christians 

should be taking to get to the root cause of human traffi cking 

and to ultimately eradicate the issue:

Prayer

The most essential step, Grover said, is to pray, not only for 

the lives of the victims and offenders, but also for personal 

discernment on how to tactfully address the issue.

After prayer come the following steps, which require 

a strategic approach to human traffi cking as a public 

health issue. Every response would include at least one 

of the following four components of Grover’s PIER model: 

prevention, intervention, education and restoration.

Prevention 

First is prevention, which explores the heart of human 

traffi cking. Discovering what preventative steps to take can 

be foundational for eradicating the demand for both labor and 

sex traffi cking.

• Prevention can include increasing consumer awareness. Is 

it possible the clothes and items you purchase were made 

by victims of labor traffi cking?

• Prevention can also include feeding the hungry, so they 

are less likely to take desperate measures, such as selling 

their bodies, for food.

Intervention

Intervention involves good advocacy and strategic endeavors 

that interrupt traffi cking operations. Grover warned that 

intervention can be a slippery slope when it comes to 

engaging on human traffi cking, so it is important to create a 

group of vigilant citizens, not vigilantes. 

Education

The third step is education. Grover’s organization, 

Traffi ckstop, provides a variety of resources to educate an 

individual or group on human traffi cking. Another educational 

source is Texas Baptists Christian Life Commission, which 

provides biblical insight on a variety of public policy issues, 

such as human traffi cking.

Restoration

The fi nal step is restoration, which involves the restorative 

care for victims of traffi cking. Globally, there are ministries 

and nonprofi ts that work to walk with victims after they are 

rescued.

Taking these measures on human traffi cking is a way the 

church can uproot the issue and help set the captives free, and 

Grover said these are just a few examples of limitless possible 

responses.

“God sees what’s happening in the world,” she said. “As the 

Church, we are to be His compassionate response.”

For more details about each of the PIER action steps, 

visit txb.life/moderndayslavery.

UPROOTING HUMAN TRAFFICKING: 
ACTION STEPS FOR THE CHURCH

by: leah reynolds
news/pr manager
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Walking through his neighborhood, praying for neighbors 

by name, Louis Rosenthal was asking God to change hearts 

and for divine appointments. Later in the day, he stopped 

at a local gas station to fi ll his tank. Rosenthal noticed a young 

woman beside him nervously watching the numbers escalate 

as she pumped gas into her car. The girl reticently asked 

Rosenthal if he might be able to spare a few dollars to help 

her buy gas, and he willingly gave money to do so.

As they began talking, Rosenthal asked her name. When she 

replied “Shelly*,” he realized he had prayed for Shelly by name 

that morning – she was one of his fi ve identifi ed neighbors 

to pray for that day. God gave him the opportunity to serve 

her before Rosenthal even realized who she was.

Rosenthal and his church, The McKinney First Baptist Church, 

have enrolled in Pray 4 Every Home to receive individualized 

lists of 100 neighbors to pray for by name, in sets of fi ve each 

day. They have joined in an effort to see lives changed by 

the power of prayer.

The idea for Pray 4 Every Home began in late 2013, 

when Vince Smith, director of missions for Collin Baptist 

Association, and other associational leaders began looking 

at the changes in their county. Despite all of their best efforts 

to spread the Gospel, the county continued to become more 

and more lost. From research provided by the International 

Mission Board, Smith learned 48 percent of Collin County 

residents expressed no religious affi liation, and another 

29 percent claimed belief in a false religion. Together these 

groups represented 700,000 girls, boys, men and women 

who do not know Jesus.

A SUSTAINING 
MOVEMENT 
OF PRAYER

by: kalie lowrie
publications manager

if hell must be fi lled, 
at least let it be fi lled 

in the teeth of our 
exertions and let not 

one go there unwarned 
or unprayed for.

 charles spurgeon, 1860

PRAY 4 EVERY HOME
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“What if we prayed for every household by name?” Smith 

asked the leaders. While churches in the community had been 

through programs of prayer walking the streets numerous 

times over the years, “our hearts were aching for something 

more sustainable,” Smith said. “What could we do to have a 

sustaining movement of prayer cover over our county?”

“We decided we wanted to pray for every household by name, 

but we also realized that was a big goal not a single one of us 

can do on our own,” Smith said. “For that to happen, God has 

to move and He has to get all of the credit for the movement.”

Over the past year, 50 churches in the Collin Baptist 

Association have signed up to join the movement. Through 

prayer volunteers, 398 of the 1,002 neighborhoods in the 

county have neighbors who have adopted over 90,000 homes 

to be prayed over. 

Texas Baptists around the state are joining in Pray 4 Every 

Home with a goal of having every household in Texas covered 

in prayer. If you and your church are interested in participating, 

visit pray4everyhome.com and enroll today. Resources are 

available for every participating church, including a launch 

schedule, suggested sermon outlines, a training video and 

other resource materials. Customized pages are also available 

with evangelism tools such as 4xFour and T:36.

Learn more on the site at pray4everyhome.com under “About” 

and “Church Campaign.” As a Texas Baptist church, you can 

begin immediate activation by following the instructions on 

this page. Get started today! 

Join us in the effort to reach our state with the Gospel  

of Jesus Christ.

*Name changed

in collin county within 
one year almost 400 

neighborhoods have been 
covered in prayer

HOW DO YOU  
GET INVOLVED?

1. Sign up online at pray4everyhome.com  

as a Praying Neighbor.

2. Receive your neighbor list immediately.

3. Pray for 5 neighbors a day using the prayer prompt.

4. Once you’ve completed your list, sign up again!

over 900 individual prayer 
volunteers have adopted 90,000 

neighboring homes for prayer

texas baptists goal:  
over 14,000 neighborhoods  

in texas to be prayed for

currently: 533 neighborhoods in 
texas have praying neighbors
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Everyone has a mom and a dad. It is basic biology; it takes  

one woman and one man to make a baby, who will soon 

become an adult and start the process over again.

Science is nibbling around the edges of that natural approach 

with the possibility of genetic modification, but reproduction  

is still basically one plus one equals one.

Some of us have the privilege of sensing this early in life 

because we have a mom and a dad sharing the same house 

with us, helping us learn, telling us stories about our earliest 

days and even giving us the same last name. That is the ideal – 

what would seem to be the natural way.

I learned early in life that there is this thing called adoption, 

where two married people adopt a child. I learned adoption 

is one of the most wonderful gifts adults can give a child. Oh, 

to be adopted and not just born; there is a certain honor in it 

because it has to do with being chosen. My parents chose to 

have a baby; the parents of a friend of mine chose to adopt her. 

Then, sometime later, I learned some children did not have 

a mom and dad living together at home. It is pretty obvious 

that is not the best way for children to grow up, but no 

one really has "best." All parents are flawed people with 

imperfect relationships, so all of us grow up in less-than-

best environments. Single-parent homes have some unique 

challenges, but they are not alone in their imperfection.

Heterosexual parents and single parents have been around  

a long, long time. Changes in divorce laws created more 

single-parent homes, but they have been around forever  

due to death or abandonment by spouses.

Now there is a new kind of family emerging – same-sex 

couples. Our society's dominant conceptions of what 

constitutes a family are changing.  

For Christians, marriage is not simply about the relationship 

between two people; it is about creating a foundation  

for a home and children. Scripture makes it clear that there  

are real advantages to staying single and doing God's work, 

but if you can't live without sex, find a spouse and take on  

the responsibility of raising the children that will naturally 

come along – that is, if the spouse is of the opposite sex,  

and all spouses used to be. 

Contrary to what Scripture sets forth, same-sex marriage  

is being mainstreamed in the United States' broader culture, 

and this means same-sex couples will adopt more children. 

Forget "Modern Family," this is really a post-modern family.

ETHICAL LIVING

by: ferrell foster 
director of ethics and justice  
christian life commission

FAMILY SURE LOOKS  
DIFFERENT TODAY
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It is an outgrowth of the sexual revolution of the 1960s, but 

let us not pick on people with same-sex attractions. As one 

pastor friend told me a few years ago, he deals with a whole 

lot more heterosexual sin than homosexual sin.

We live in a broken world; it should not surprise us.

"Since we’ve compiled this long and sorry record as sinners… 

and proved that we are utterly incapable of living the glorious 

lives God wills for us, God did it for us. Out of sheer generosity, 

He put us in right standing with Himself. A pure gift. He got us 

out of the mess we’re in and restored us to where He always 

wanted us to be. And He did it by means of Jesus Christ." 

(Romans 3:23-24, The Message)

Family is not what it used to be, but God is never changing.  

I am thankful Jesus revealed God clearly to be forgiving and 

yet as having moral and ethical expectations of His followers.

As we move forward in these changing times, my prayer  

is that we will be more like Jesus in loving, forgiving  

and helping one another. I also hope we will seek to live  

in a way that honors God, as set forth in Scripture. 

Life is more than sex, but sex is part of life. May we and our 

culture understand the relationship more clearly. And may  

we have more families where a mom and a dad stick together 

in loving their children.
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De acuerdo al Pew Research Center, basado en el censo del 

2012, había 10 millones de hispanos viviendo en Texas; esto 

compone un 38% de la población de este estado. Sin duda 

alguna, los hispanos muy pronto van a ser la mayoría en Texas. 

Por ahora, los bautistas de Texas tienen 1100+ congregaciones 

para alcanzar este vasto grupo. El promedio de membresía 

de estas mil y tantas iglesias es de 80 miembros. Aún cuando 

hemos tenido grandes logros en el área de educación formal, 

ministerio y liderazgo, todavía hay mucho lugar para mejorar. 

Una de las mejores maneras de avanzar en el área de 

educación y desarrollo de líderes entre los bautistas hispanos 

hoy y en el futuro, es por medio del programa de liderazgo 

“CLAY.” Este programa está diseñado para transformar vidas 

de una manera positiva, especialmente en comunidades 

de alto riesgo, por medio de un entrenamiento de liderazgo 

completo y relevante. Sin duda, el programa CLAY ayudará 

a llevar el esfuerzo de desarrollar líderes a un nuevo nivel de 

impacto en la vida de individuos, familias e iglesias. Una de las 

cosas que hace este programa único, es que fue desarrollado 

por hispanos pensando en los hispanos.

El programa de desarrollo de líderes CLAY es un currículo 

de seis años con un total de 12 volúmenes. El volumen uno 

incluye temas como: Liderazgo, Integridad, Disciplina, 

Perseverancia, Actitud, Mentoría, y Hábitos.

La meta principal es el continuo desarrollo de líderes hispanos 

bautistas a través del estado de Texas. Para lograr esto, 

estaremos colaborando con los 40+ compañerismos hispanos 

usando el programa CLAY. El impacto de este proyecto 

será medido según el número de iglesias y compañerismos 

hispanos que participen y el crecimiento de cada 

congregación. Al final de cuentas, lo que nos interesa es ver 

vidas transformadas; como consecuencia tendremos iglesias y 

comunidades transformadas.

Visite nuestra página de internet hoy.  

www.texasbaptists.org/espanol

COMO BARRO EN SUS MANOS
por: rolando rodríguez  
director de ministerios hispanos
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“Proclamad esto entre las naciones, proclamad guerra, 

despertad a los valientes, acérquense, vengan todos  

los hombres de guerra. Forjad espadas de vuestros  

azadones, lanzas de vuestras hoces; diga el débil:  

Fuerte soy.” (Joel 3:9-10)

Azadones y hoces son instrumentos de la agricultura.  

El profeta Joel dice que en los últimos tiempos, estos  

mismos instrumentos serán utilizados como armas de guerra. 

Sin embargo, no será una guerra entre los hombres, sino 

contra el reino de tinieblas.

Quizás hoy no vivamos en una cultura agrícola donde los 

azadones y hoces son comunes. Lo que el profeta Joel nos 

quiere decir es que no importa su vocación, Dios busca 

ser glorificado en el mercado a través de las vidas de los 

cristianos. Dios le llama a ser parte del ejército de Dios en en 

el mercado, en la ventana semanal de “9 a 5,” donde muchos 

no han conocido a Cristo como Señor y Salvador.

¿Qué tiene que ocurrir para que sus azadones y hoces sean 

transformados en armas del amor de Dios, diseñados para 

derrumbar fortalezas de incredulidad donde usted trabaja?

• Entréguele al Señor su trabajo, mirándolo como un 

ministerio (Colosenses 3:23): ore por sus compañeros 

de trabajo; comparta verdades bíblicas en sus 

conversaciones; comparta con ellos lo que usted está 

aprendiendo en su iglesia; invite a sus compañeros de 

trabajo asistir con usted a su iglesia.

• Viva su fe sin vergüenza (Romanos 1:16): ore ante 

de comer su comida en el trabajo; pregúntele a sus 

compañeros de trabajo como usted puede orar por ellos; 

deje que los demás vean a Cristo en usted en su manera 

de hablar y actuar en el trabajo.

• Aproveche las relaciones que ya tienen con sus 

compañeros de trabajo para compartir su fe con ellos 

(Filemón 1:6). La mayoría de las personas están abiertas 

a una conversación de temas espirituales, especialmente 

con aquellos que ya conocen. 

• Busque oportunidades para desarrollar su relaciones con 

sus compañeros de trabajo sirviéndoles y ministrándoles 

con sus necesidades (1 Tesalonicenses 2:8): invítelos 

a cenar; salga de compras con ellos; provéales 

transportación; ayudeles a limpiar el patio de la casa; 

ofrezca traducirles en una cita.

Dios le está llamando a cambiar su manera de ver su trabajo 

o su vocación. Él desea usarlo en el mercado para impactar 

su trabajo y comunidad con el evangelio de Jesucristo.  

Decida hoy “forjad espadas de vuestros azadones y lanzas de 

vuestras hoces.” Convierta el evangelismo en buenas nuevas 

en su vida y en la vida de los que le rodean por su fidelidad en 

compartir el amor de Dios con los demás.

EVANGELISMO EN EL MERCADO
por: josué (joshua) del risco 
director de evangelismo entre los hispanos
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t e x a s  b a p t i s t s 
disaster recovery

your commitment to disaster recovery helps others

Support Disaster Recovery by going and giving at texasbaptists.org/disaster.

REAL RECOVERY RELIES ON YOU.
This work operates on 
volunteer efforts and on special 
gifts from Texas Baptists like you. 
To support recovery efforts, 
you can send donations to: 

Baptist General Convention of Texas
333 N. Washington
Dallas, Texas 75246
Or give online at 
www.texasbaptists.org/disaster.

2015 VOLUNTEER MINISTRY/MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
June 15-20  Disaster Recovery Eagle Pass Rebuild, Eagle Pass

July 6-11  Disaster Recovery Mission Trip, Oklahoma

July 26-31  Disaster Recovery Family Mission Trip, Galveston

August 9-15  Shalom Builders Home Build, TBA
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C A LENDA R

2015

june
	 1-2	 Introduction to Interim Ministry, San Antonio

	 7	 Texas Baptists Legacy Award, Independence

	 8-12	  Super Summer Session 1,  
Dallas Baptist University

	 8-13	 BOUNCE Mission 1, Dallas

	15-20	  Disaster Recovery  
Eagle Pass Rebuild, Eagle Pass

	 15-19	  Super Summer Session 2,  
Hardin-Simmons University

	 15-19	  Super Summer Session 3,  
University of Mary-Hardin Baylor

	15-20	 BOUNCE Mission 2, Birmingham, AL

	16-20	 Camp Fusion, Aquilla

	18-20	  National Bible Drill/Speakers’ Tournament, 
Kingsland, GA

	 18-19	 YEC North Texas A, Burleson

	19-20	 YEC North Texas B, Burleson

	22-26	 Camp Exalted, Denton

	22-26	 Super Summer Session 4,  
  Howard Payne University

	22-27	 BOUNCE Mission 3, Bartlesville, OK

	28-30	  Convención Bautista Hispana de  
Texas, Austin

	 29-	 Super Summer Session 5, 
	July	3	  Houston Baptist University

july
	 3-5	 Campamento East Texas, Lone Star

	 6-11	 Disaster Recovery Mission Trip, McAllen

	 6-11	 BOUNCE Mission 4, Waco

	 13-17	  Super Summer Session 6,  
Hardin-Simmons University

	 13-18	 BOUNCE Mission 5, Moore, OK

	14-16	  African American Fellowship Conference, 
Sugar Land

	20-25	 BOUNCE Mission 6, Mineral Wells

	26-31	  Disaster Recovery  
Family Mission Trip, Galveston

	 27-	 BOUNCE Mission 7, Tulsa, OK
Aug.	1

august
	 3-7	 Campamento DFW, Cedar Hill

	 7-8	 YEC Southeast Texas, Beaumont

	 7-8	  Childhood and Family Ministry Summit, 
Arlington

	 8	 Empower South, San Antonio, TX

	 9-15	 Shalom Builders Home Build

	 10-11	 Introduction to Interim Training, Conroe

	 14-15	 YEC West Texas, Lubbock, TX

	 30	 Hunger Offering 5th Sunday

september
	 9-11	  National Boomer and Senior Adult Ministry 

Conference, San Antonio

	 11-12	 Special Friends Retreat, Floydada

	 11-12	 Hispanic Men’s Retreat, Glen Rose

	 11-12	 Engage, Liberty

	 12	 Equipper’s Workshop, El Paso

	 15-16	 Black Preaching Conference, San Antonio

	 17-18	 Childhood Certification Program, Dallas

	 18-19	 Hispanic Men’s Retreat, Menard

	 23	 See You at the Pole

	 26	 Equipper’s Workshop, Corpus Christi

visit texasbaptists.org/events 
for more information and to 
register for an event today!
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In the new structure of Texas Baptists, we have a person who is now 

dedicated to helping your church know, understand and promote giving 

through the Cooperative Program. Arming your congregation with the 

impact they have when they give to the church for local, state and global 

missions is vital in a world where so much needs to be done and so many 

other agencies are fundraising. People support what they know well.

Contact Chris Liebrum for more information at chris.liebrum@texasbaptists.org.

texasbaptists.org/cp

COOPERATIVE 
PROGRAM

RESOURCES

Do more good for more people.

get the missionget the get the get the get the missionmissionmissionmissionmissionmission

Share the hope of Christ 
with more people.

Share money, brains & talent. “CP” reduces duplication of effort, checks worthy causes, 
makes funds work harder. “CP” coordinates mission trips, volunteer efforts, etc. 
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VBS is a big event for a church. It’s a great way to impact the 

lives of families through their children and opens a door to the 

parents. Here’s a reminder that Texas Baptists has items for 

your VBS that teach young minds about God’s love and His 

desire for us to tell others about Him. This year’s theme is the 

Great Commission Express and highlights missionary work 

around the world with lessons, crafts and games.

baptistwaypress.org

Churches face a variety of issues that are unique to the context 

of a house of worship. From child safety concerns to property 

issues, employment issues, church governance and many 

other issues, churches are faced with a broad array of legal 

issues. Texas Baptists is dedicated to helping pastors, church 

administrators and lay leaders learn how to improve the legal 

health of their church. 

texasbaptists.org/churchlaw

The Boomer generation makes up a signifi cant portion 

of any church. Ministering to them and helping them in life 

experiences – of retirement, adult children with families and aging 

parents – takes a unique ministry.

The Catch the Boomer Wave conference is geared specifi cally 

for those in and working with the Boomer generation. It will be 

held September 9-11 at Trinity Baptist Church in San Antonio. 

More information is available through keith.lowry@texasbaptists.org 

and at texasbaptists.org/boomer. 

VACATION 
BIBLE SCHOOL

CHURCH LAW

BOOMERS
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