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Last fall, bright-eyed freshman Lindsay Teweleit  

stepped onto the Texas Tech University campus  

seeking new adventures and friendships. But since  

she was placed in a dorm without a roommate, building  

relationships proved to be a challenge. She had no  

prior connections and craved community.

Teweleit was sitting alone in her room one day about  

a week before classes started when she suddenly heard  

a knock on her door.

“I literally jumped from my bed to the door, flying across  

the room,” she said, expressing her enthusiasm about 

simply having a visitor.  

The students greeting her at the door held a bag  

of goodies and said they were from the Baptist Student 

Ministry (BSM). They were eager to meet her after 

receiving her information card from the previous night’s 

Steak Night. This one conversation initiated  

an extraordinary year for Teweleit.

Every August, during the campus’ Welcome Week  

before classes begin, the Texas Tech BSM partners 

with local churches to host outreach events to welcome 

freshmen. From serving 99 cent steaks and holding  

an ice cream social to giving away free furniture to 

international students, leaders spend the week radically 

loving and caring for new students.

This fall, they served 1500 steaks, delivered welcome 

baskets to 65 apartments, served 300 bowls of ice cream, 

and gave furniture to 80 international students.

According to Jeff Kennon, Texas Tech BSM director,  

being on the forefront of outreach during Welcome Week 

is a prime opportunity for new students to learn about the 

BSM and local churches.

“It’s really about us working together with churches  

to reach a campus that has thousands of students who 

aren’t believers or are believers but aren’t yet plugged  

in somewhere,” he explained.

"As new students arrive on campus," Kennon said, "they  

are often seeking friendships, community and a place to 

belong." That is why Kennon equips the BSM leadership 

team to care for all students, especially the fresh faces.

1500 STEAKS AND FREE ICE CREAM: 
BSM FIRST IMPRESSIONS THAT LAST ALL YEAR

by: leah reynolds 
news/pr�manager
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“If there’s not a sense that we really care for them, we’re 

just going to be another noise,” he said. “Hospitality, being 

welcoming and caring, plays a big part.”

Teweleit, now a dorm resident assistant and active member 

of the BSM leadership team, found herself at this year’s 

Welcome Week surrounded by friends, inviting new residents 

to Steak Night, and intentionally reaching out to freshmen  

just as she was reached a year ago.

“I saw every other freshman as me,” she said. “Every time  

I talked to a freshman, I thought, ‘Is this another person whose 

life is going to be changed this year by the BSM?’”

Since that moment during Welcome Week when the friendly 

BSM leaders knocked on Teweleit’s door, she has been  

on mission trips, served as a volunteer in a youth group,  

and learned how to truly share her faith.

“I had never known how to share faith until I learned through 

the BSM,” she said. “I definitely would not be where I am in 

my faith without it.”

Kennon has witnessed students he first met during  

a Welcome Week come to Christ, be baptized and become 

some of the strongest leaders on the BSM leadership team 

and in local churches.

“You just never know when you’re going to touch somebody 

or make contact with somebody that God might use later  

on in their college career,” he said. 

Every year, thousands of Texas college students are impacted 

by a Baptist Student Ministry on their campus. The following 

numbers were recorded in 2014-2015:

143,381 students were impacted by the BSM

1,461 students served on BSM leadership teams

4,778 students were involved in small groups

923 students served in short-term missions

3,919 students were involved in local missions

To learn more about Texas BSM and other Texas Baptists 

collegiate ministries, visit texasbaptists.org/collegiate.
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A large sign hangs in the hallway of nineteen:ten church 

with one simple word on display: Found. Each letter of the sign 

is made up of individual light bulbs. When a person accepts 

Christ as their Savior, turning their life from the darkness 

into the light, they turn on one light bulb, representing their 

decision. The sign serves as a reminder for church members 

and staff of the exciting new life found in Christ, and also 

of those who have yet to receive salvation.

The litmus test Pastor Jason Brown and his staff use to 

evaluate every component of their ministry at nineteen:ten 

church in Boerne is two-fold. Does the ministry/event/idea 

help us fi nd the lost – or does it help us restore them? If 

the answer to one or both of those questions is “yes,” 

then they proceed. 

In Luke 19:10, Jesus shared His purpose, as the Son of Man, 

to fi nd and restore the lost. The mission of nineteen:ten 

church, aptly named after the verse, centralizes around 

the same idea. The church seeks to be a light in their 

community, particularly to nonbelievers who have never 

been part of a church body before. 

“We desire to go after people who do not have a relationship 

with God,” Brown said. “We are called to go fi nd them, help 

them fi nd Jesus as Savior, and restore them to the relationship 

with God that He desired from the beginning.”

Nineteen:ten church began as a church start nine years ago 

in the small town of Boerne, just northwest of San Antonio. 

Brown, who was serving as a youth minister at the time, felt 

the Lord calling him to start something new in the town where 

he was serving. 

“I felt called to start a new church, but Boerne needed 

something different,” Brown said. “The church needed 

to look different, have a different vibe, and meet the needs 

of the unchurched. We set out to develop that concept.”

From outreach and evangelism, to the building they met 

in and worship style, the church sought to be different. 

“We wanted people to think ‘this church might be okay,’” 

Brown said. “If they can give us a chance, people will fi nd 

they like Jesus.”

by: kalie lowrie
publications�manager

CHURCH FINDS AND RESTORES 
THE LOST IN EXTRAORDINARY WAYS
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They began meeting in a school auditorium in September 

2006 and converted classrooms into spaces for the nursery 

and small group Bible studies. Every Sunday morning, church 

members gathered early to brew coffee, set up sound 

equipment and signs, and serve in myriad ways. 

“Serving became part of our DNA from day one. Our people 

had to serve. We had to make it happen each and every 

Sunday,” Brown recalled. “We’ve had a serving culture  

in our church from the very beginning.”

Also, because they did not have a permanent facility, ministry 

would often occur in the neighborhoods, parks, and on the city 

streets. The church understood ministry happened outside 

the building, in the midst of the community. Ministries like 

feeding homeless in downtown San Antonio and outreach 

at the local county jail have provided opportunities to meet 

many who need the love of Christ. A women’s ministry from 

the church called No Strings Attached works weekly with local 

strip clubs by delivering care packages to dancers and building 

relationships with them. 

“What we are seeing is the dancers are starting to call us 

when they are down and out and want a change,” he said. 

Other community outreach includes hosting a free  

carnival in the heart of the community every spring and  

a Christmas Eve service in the town plaza. Nineteen:ten  

now has a permanent building where they gather each week 

with approximately 1,300 in attendance.

The two-year-old facility does not look like a typical Baptist 

church, and the idea of restoration is knit into the very essence 

of the building. With walls made from old barn wood, and 

old tables and tools placed around, members have taken 

previously discarded materials and restored them for  

a new purpose. 

“We believe God does that for us. Anyone who is in Christ  

is a new creation,” Brown said. “No one is too far gone,  

too old or too broken or tattered that they cannot experience 

the love of Jesus and have it change them.” 

To read more profiles on Texas Baptist churches,  

visit txb.life/profiles. 

No one is too far 
gone, too old or too 
broken or tattered  
that they cannot 
experience the love 
of Jesus and have it 
change them.
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by: leah reynolds 
news/pr�manager

Every day in the state of Texas, hundreds of thousands  

of people wake up behind bars, put on jumpsuits and begin  

their daily routine inside prison walls. Though they are 

oftentimes out of sight and out of mind of the general public, 

they are just as in need of God’s amazing grace as anyone else.

Former international missionary Ted Lindwall’s observation  

of this truth led him to take action. In 2005, after serving  

in Guatemala for 45 years, he moved to Texas and followed 

the Lord’s call to teach a Bible study in the Collin County 

Detention Center in McKinney. That ministry has now  

grown to expand across more than 20 prisons in Texas.

Astonished by the positive reaction of the prisoners,  

Lindwall said, “The [inmates] took the same Bible studies  

we used in our class and took them all over the jail and began 

sharing them with fellow prisoners.”

Because it was a temporary detention center, the inmates 

were constantly being moved to other facilities across the 

state. But they eagerly wanted to maintain the Christ-centered 

community they found under Lindwall’s instruction.

The prisoners’ enthusiasm to continue having close,  

spiritual community initiated the establishment of Philippi 

churches—prisoner-led churches that meet in prison pods  

or dormitories almost daily.

BEHIND  
PRISON WALLS:
how philippi churches  
are reaching texas prisoners

by: linley mccord 
communications�intern
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Mario Alberto Gonzalez, Texas Baptists’ Director of Multi-

Housing & House Congregations and administrator of Philippi 

churches, explained how the churches are formed.

“After three to six months, prisoners are relocated 

to different prisons throughout the state. When they arrive 

at the new prison, they start a new church,” Gonzalez said.

The ministry has established what Gonzalez calls organic 

or simple churches, spreading to prisons across the state. 

Upon request, Philippi church leaders, called elders, receive 

a Bible, a Bible dictionary and a leader's booklet. All of these 

are free of charge to the inmates.

“We are calling them Philippi churches because that’s 

what the prisoners were calling them,” Lindwall said. 

“In Acts 16, we have a record of two Christian prisoners 

[Paul and Silas] singing and evangelizing the prison staff 

in Philippi. This describes the Philippi ministry and the 

ministry of the prisoners.”

Many prisons have more than one Philippi church, since 

the state law mandates that no more than around 20 inmates 

can be gathered in a group at the same time, which increases 

the number of churches necessary.

“They meet more often than regular churches,” 

Gonzalez said. “Some even meet every day.”

With how quickly the ministry has grown in the last 

10 years, Gonzalez and Lindwall are anticipating Philippi 

churches to spread even more rapidly in the future.

“We have hundreds of jails in Texas. I think we’ll be able 

to spread this ministry throughout the state in the next three 

years,” Gonzalez said.

The Gospel is a powerful message in prisons because the 

inmates already view themselves as having hit rock bottom. 

But when someone comes in speaking truth, a ray of hope 

comes to the prisoners.

“I have found that jail is what I call a ‘spiritual paradise,’” 

Lindwall explained. “Prisoners have lost so much. 

They are able to grasp the Gospel in a way that other 

people have a hard time grasping.”

The former Guatemala missionary refers to the Philippi 

church ministry as the most exciting Christian ministry 

he has ever taken part in.

“I see prisoners growing by leaps and bounds. I’ve never found 

any mission fi eld that is more rewarding than prison,” he said. 

“We see this as a training ground for tens of thousands of 

missionaries.”

In order to send materials to the prison leaders, 

Philippi churches need support. Churches can sponsor 

a Philippi church by either fi nancially giving to Texas Baptists 

or by partnering with Texas Baptists to receive materials 

and correspond with the prison itself.

“We are helping prisoners do their ministry. Every day, 

prisoners are becoming missionaries to other parts 

of the jail,” Lindwall said. “And we believe local churches 

are God’s chosen instruments in this ministry.”

Visit texasbaptists.org/philippi for more information 

or contact Mario Alberto Gonzalez at 

marioalberto.gonzalez@texasbaptists.org or 214.828.5389. 

For less than $20 a month, you or your 
church can sponsor a prison church.

Your support will give a Philippi church a study Bible, a Bible dictionary and 

individual discipleship materials in the inmates' preferred language for a year.

Every day, prisoners are becoming 
missionaries to other parts of the jail.
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by: kalie lowrie
publications�manager

Serving as a co-pastor at Community Life Church 

(C-Life) in Forney, Randy Wade wears multiple hats 

day in and day out. From pastor, counselor, mentor 

and friend to husband, father and son, Randy serves 

many people in a variety of ways. 

One day last fall, as he began listing out his roles in life 

and how he thought he ranked in each one, it became 

apparent something was not right. While many ministers 

and leaders in the church complimented Wade 

on his giftings, it was hard for him to honestly rank 

himself above a two on a 10-point scale in any area. 

He made a second list of what others had told him 

about his giftings in different roles and realized they 

would have ranked him much higher.

“The disparity forced me to recognize something 

wasn’t right,” he said. 

A little voice inside was constantly discouraging Wade, 

bringing up past hurts and sins like his parents’ divorce 

when he was young, or his struggle with an addiction 

to pornography as a teenager. Although he was a strong 

Christian, serving faithfully as a minister for many years, 

he realized he believed the lie that he “was not good 

enough” in most areas of his life. 

Wade sought out a friend and, through their conversation, 

he realized he had been carrying burdens around with 

him, some for more than 20 years, which were clearly 

impacting his self-confi dence and self-worth. 

His friend encouraged him to seek out a Christian 

counselor for help, one who was not connected 

with his church or community so he could fi nd a safe 

place to talk about the pain he was experiencing.

Thinking about his role as pastor of his church, Wade 

was worried about the stigma of counseling, questioning 

FREEDOM 
THROUGH 
SURRENDER
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whether his congregation would lose trust in him if he  

was open about his struggles. Ultimately, Wade realized  

he was being honest in his need for help and he trusted  

that God would use this experience for His good. 

“As I sat and talked with the counselor, I realized  

I had allowed my lack of confidence to ruin certain parts  

of who God wanted me to be and who He wanted me  

to see myself as,” Wade said.

Wade found the sessions therapeutic, as he was able  

to be truly honest about his feelings, hurts, frustrations  

and past sins. At the end of his counseling, he found  

great freedom through surrender, and the Lord worked  

in great ways to remind Wade who he was in Christ. 

Wade also realized, “What I had been prescribing for people 

for 20 years was something I desperately needed myself.”

He found the experience so helpful, he could not  

wait to go back to his church and tell people about it.  

The response he received was overwhelming, with many 

friends expressing encouragement for his strength  

to seek help. Others even said hearing about his experience 

encouraged them personally to also seek help. 

His family members were probably the biggest  

benefactors of the process. “When you get home,  

your family knows you best,” he said. “They were  

the recipients of the majority of my insecurity.”

Now, his wife and children have a more confident leader  

in their home. 

Seeking counseling and being open and honest  

with his friends, family and church community  

about his struggles have truly changed Wade’s life. 

“It’s been a visible part of my sanctification process  

put on display,” Wade said. “It’s been really helpful  

for a lot of people. This process requires vulnerability  

and confession, saying ‘I don’t like this part of myself  

and God is in the process of changing it.’”

If you or a family member or another minister in your church 

would like to seek counseling, contact Katie Swafford, director 

of Counseling Services, for assistance at 800.388.2005  

or by email at counselingservices@texasbaptists.org. 

Texas Baptists Counseling Services are available for:

• Confidential assessment, counseling and referral 

services for ministers and their families.

• Counseling resources for all Texas Baptists.

• Group presentations on mental health topics  

to promote overall well-being and healthy living.

Visit our website at texasbaptists.org/counseling  

for more information. 
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CONVERGE
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Last year, at our 2014 Annual Meeting in Waco, during 

my Executive Director's address, I talked about how Texas 

Baptists really are the people who give equal emphasis  

to both the Great Commandment and the Great Commission. 

In all honesty, the Lord put this message on my heart  

as I returned to Texas from an out-of-state meeting. 

Since that time, I've had the opportunity to expound upon 

these two New Testament "twin towers," as my former 

Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary professor  

Dr. MacGorman called them. Many in our Texas Baptists 

family can quote the Great Commission in Matthew 28.  

We know we are in the disciple-making business. It is our 

intent to tell people about Jesus Christ, the only Son of God 

and the only way to salvation. And, after people acknowledge 

Christ as their Savior and Lord, our goal is to see them develop 

a mature faith in Christ, through Bible study, prayer, worship, 

service, and fellowship. 

If your church needs assistance in either evangelism  

or discipleship, I strongly encourage you to contact  

our Great Commission Team led by Delvin Atchison.  

The Evangelism Team, under the direction of Scott 

Willingham, can help develop an evangelistic DNA  

in your church. And our Discipleship Team, led by Phil Miller, 

can train your leaders and members, of all age groups,  

on becoming faithful followers of Jesus. Please let us help!  

And do look for conferences we offer all over the state on how 

to fulfill the Great Commission in your Jerusalem and our Judea.

The Great Commandment of Matthew 22 challenges  

us to "love the Lord our God." Because we know who God  

is as Father, Son and Spirit, and because we celebrate that  

He first loved us and sent His Son to die on the cross for us, 

we do love Him. And we also know He challenged us to "love 

our neighbors as ourselves." All of our work as Texas Baptists 

moves us to do this. I'm especially grateful for the work  

of our Christian Life Commission led by Dr. Gus Reyes.  

Please use this as a reminder to pray for them and their work.

And I encourage you to find ways to reach out, in your 

communities, to the "least of these." One program I take great 

delight in promoting is a ministry of our Texas Baptists WMU. 

I am a strong believer in the work of the Christian Women's 

Job Corps (CWJC). If you'd be interested in helping with  

a CWJC in your area or starting one in your community, please 

contact the offices of WMU of Texas. This is a job/life skill 

training ministry which does more than change lives – 

it changes generations! And please remember your gifts  

to the Texas Baptists' Mary Hill Davis Offering for state 

missions help us accomplish both the Great Commission  

and the Great Commandment. 

As we move forward, these great biblical mandates will guide 

our work. As Texas Baptists, we have always said God’s  

Word is our guide for faith and practice. God’s Word leads  

us to make disciples and love God and others. We are a Great 

Commission and Great Commandment people. Frankly,  

it is what makes us unique from all other Baptist groups  

I know. And it’s one of the primary reasons I love being  

a part of the wonderful family we call Texas Baptists.

God bless you all.
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by: dr. bill pinson 
executive�director�emeritus

Baptists are a fellowship of Christians who…

Hold certain beliefs

God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

The Lordship of Jesus Christ

The Bible as the sole written authority for faith and practice

Soul competency, accountability, and responsibility

Salvation only by grace through faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior

The security of the believer who has responded to God’s grace through faith

The priesthood of each believer and of all believers in Christ

Baptism of believers by immersion

Church membership voluntarily entered only by baptized believers

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper as meaningful to, but not necessary for, salvation

Cherish practices based on these beliefs

Congregational governance of a church by the baptized believer members

The autonomy of each local body of baptized believer priests

Religious freedom and its corollary, the friendly separation of church and state

Voluntary cooperation for the advancement of the cause of Christ

Champion causes based on these beliefs and practices

Evangelism—sharing God’s Good News of salvation with all people

Missions—taking the Good News of salvation to all people in all places

Ministry—caring for the spiritual, physical, mental and emotional needs of all people

Christian education—providing academically excellent Christ-centered teaching

Social concern—acting to correct conditions of society contrary to the Word of God

Establish organizations to help carry out these beliefs, practices, and causes

Churches

Associations/Networks of churches

Conventions, unions, societies, alliances, and fellowships

Institutions, such as schools, medical centers, and homes for children and the aged

Of all the beliefs, what then is THE Baptist distinctive?

BAPTIST DISTINCTIVES
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Baptism by immersion? Many people think this is THE Baptist 

distinctive, setting Baptists apart from other members of the 

Christian family of faith. That is understandable. Baptists are 

zealously committed to immersion of believers as the Biblical 

method of baptism. Baptists cherish baptism dearly regardless  

of the circumstances.

It was a bitterly cold winter in Virginia in the 1700s  

and the rivers were covered in a thick layer of ice. Baptists 

normally used rivers for their baptisms, and ice did not deter 

them. John Leland, a Baptist pastor, reported, “I have seen ice 

cut more than a foot thick and people baptized in the water, 

and yet I have never heard of any person taking cold or any 

kind of sickness.”

In Galveston, Texas, during February of 1840, Gail Borden,  

of Borden milk fame, and his wife Penelope sought membership 

in the First Baptist Church by profession of faith and baptism. 

Pastor James Huckins led them into the jellyfish and shark 

infested waters of the Gulf of Mexico and immersed them.

At Independence, Texas, in 1854, Sam Houston, former 

President of the Republic of Texas and now a United States 

Senator, made a public profession of his faith in Christ  

and sought baptism by immersion. Mischievous youth  

had filled the outdoor baptistery with debris. That did 

not hinder the baptism. Pastor Rufus Burleson and the 

distinguished senator journeyed to nearby Little Rocky  

Creek where Houston was immersed.

(In early Texas, church minutes indicate one of the duties  

of the deacons was to clear the rivers and streams of alligators 

or water moccasins before baptisms took place. The records 

indicate no fatalities – deacons, pastors, candidates!)

While most Christian denominations practice baptism  

by sprinkling or pouring, Baptists totally immerse… 

and that only for persons who have professed faith in God’s  

grace gift of Christ for salvation. Early Baptists had no baptisteries 

inside church buildings and usually baptized outdoors in nearby 

rivers, lakes and creeks.

Onlookers sometimes gathered at these baptisms to make fun. 

They hurled the name “baptizers” at those involved in this  

unusual practice. The term “baptize” in Greek, the original 

language of the New Testament, means to dip or immerse.  

But Baptists took what was a taunt and wore the name as a badge 

of honor, because they believed immersion of believers was the 

only way to be true to the teaching of the Bible. The desire  

of Baptists is to be as close to the New Testament model for  

an individual Christian and a church that is possible with God’s 

help through the guidance and empowering of the Holy Spirit.

Historical accounts such as these, and the fact that this worldwide 

Christian fellowship is known as Baptist, cause many people  

to think that baptism by immersion is THE Baptist distinctive.  

But it is not the Baptist distinctive. So what is?

The fact is, there is no single belief or practice which 

distinguishes a Baptist from other members of the Christian 

family of faith—rather it is a combination of beliefs, practices, 

emphases and organizations. These form a kind of recipe  

for “Baptistness”—that is THE Baptist Distinctive!

Some of the ingredients Baptists have in common with Christians 

of most all denominations, such as a belief in God as Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit. And Baptists share with certain other 

denominations some of the ingredients, such as congregational 

church governance. But taken as a whole, the ingredients in  

the Baptist recipe make Baptists a distinct family of Christians.

Indeed, Baptists hold various interpretations and views on certain 

issues, such as the Second Coming of Christ, worship styles, 

and denominational organization. And Baptists differ culturally, 

racially, economically, politically and other ways. However, 

Baptists worldwide hold in common the key ingredients  

of what makes a Baptist a Baptist. 

Baptists of the past held steadfastly to those beliefs and practices 

in the face of severe persecution—torture, imprisonment, fines, 

public beatings, death. They did so, not because they wanted  

to be distinct or different, but because they were convinced  

that they were true to God’s Word. 

Now it is up to us to stand firm and pass to the generations to follow these precious biblically-based beliefs and practices.

For scripture references and more complete discussions, please visit the website www.baptistdistinctives.org.
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When I was a young girl, I took piano lessons. My least favorite 

part about class was when my instructor, Ms. Escobedo, took 

out the metronome. I despised not being able to play the song 

as fast or as slow as I wanted. To me, as an eight-year-old,  

I was a better pianist if I could play a piece of music equally  

as well at a rapid tempo as I could a slow one. However,  

Ms. Escobedo and the metronome thought otherwise. 

Through years of practice, I began to appreciate the guidance 

of both. In fact, I became so enthralled with rhythm that  

I began trying to hear it everywhere. I would close my eyes  

in my backyard and listen for a rhythmic melody being played 

by wind rustling grass, planes flying overhead and even in the 

noise of cicadas. Or I would close my eyes in a bustling airport 

and try to find rhythm through the “noise” hundreds of people 

were making trying to get to their gates. I thought, surely God 

was orchestrating something great with all of these sounds! 

Ever since, finding a sort of “spiritual rhythm” became  

a metaphor for me to find hope and meaning throughout life.  

In life’s most chaotic moments, I would try to convince myself 

that somehow it was part of God crafting a masterpiece  

of a song. And the Spirit is acting as the world’s metronome. 

This metaphor better defined and more broadly articulated  

is what people call “sacramental imagination.” As Karlie 

Allaway describes it in “The Pioneer Gift”: “[Sacramental 

imagination] sees the whole world as a potential means 

for grace, a means for knowing and loving God more fully 

and growing into who God has made us to be.” So putting 

sacramental imagination into practice means looking  

for God in the unexpected things and moments. St. Augustine 

described a sacrament as “an outward and visible sign  

of an inward and invisible grace.” So, for example, a vacant  

lot is no longer an eyesore; it is a resource to do God’s work.  

A coffee shop is no longer merely your favorite place to buy  

a cup of joe; it can be a beacon of hope to a community.  

A Monday is no longer a dreaded day of the week; it is another 

opportunity to expand the Kingdom.

“A sacramental worldview does something profound  

to your imagination. When you can see how beautiful 

everything is meant to be, or rather actually is, this makes  

you look differently” (Allaway, “The Pioneer Gift”).

Like looking through a kaleidoscope, having a sacramental 

imagination enables us to see new shapes and colors  

of the Kingdom in the everyday, mundane things in life.  

It gives a different perspective to established things, new use 

for old things and new purpose to painful things. Sacramental 

imagination also gives a righteous weightiness to every part 

of the day. With this imaginative perspective, Kingdom-

involvement penetrates everything and everyone; therefore, 

every decision, big or small, is an opportunity to display God’s 

glory. Walter Brueggeman talks briefly about sacramental 

imagination in his book “Conversations among Exiles”: 

“Before us is the choice between succumbing to a fearful 

self-preoccupation that shrivels the spirit or heeding God’s call 

to re-enter the pain of the world and the possibility of renewal 

and salvation.” Using our sacramental imagination is a daily, 

moment-to-moment choice of living and breathing deeper  

into the eternal reality of the Gospel.

God has written and conducts a beautiful piece of music.  

The Son made our participation possible, and we are invited  

to harmoniously play our part. Through the metronome  

of the Spirit, this piece of music steadily and consistently goes 

on, and on, and on, into eternity. Take time and close your eyes 

today and listen to the Spirit’s underlying beat. Expand  

your sacramental imagination by listening for rhythm even  

in the most discordant or atonal places in life. He is there.  

And it is all part of the same sheet of music.

Elizabeth Biedrzycki is serving in a newly created position  

as the South Texas Regional Coordinator. Through this position,  

she is networking with our institutions in the area and helping  

explore new avenues of ministry and impact for Texas Baptists.  

To learn more about her work, contact her at  

elizabeth.biedrzycki@texasbaptists.org. 

by: elizabeth biedrzycki 
south�texas��
regional�coordinator

RHYTHMS OF  
A SACRAMENTAL IMAGINATION
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In college, my Greek professor had a standard answer 

when worried students started asking about the next exam. 

With a wry smile, he repeated, “Suffi cient unto the day 

is the evil thereof.” In other words, don’t worry about that 

yet. (Or as some of us learned to interpret it, today was 

to be enjoyed because exam day would be a terrible day of 

judgment…). Yes, it’s biblical. See Matthew 6:34 in your KJV. 

Just as students may worry over an upcoming exam, our 

uncertain world may cause infectious fear and worry within 

our churches. Severe weather, violence on church property 

and industrial disasters are all very real threats we cannot 

control. Or perhaps your church takes the opposite position, 

assuming only the best and ignoring potential crises. 

Refusing to cave into fear of the unknown, you simply decide 

to postpone disaster to another day. Let me suggest that both 

of these choices can be dangerous, but a third alternative is 

available—planning ahead with confi dence. An Emergency 

Operations Plan (EOP) is a good idea for every church.

Every church is different, so no off-the-shelf plan will work 

for everyone. You’ll need to write your own. Such a plan may 

not seem urgent today, but a good EOP will actually help you 

minister more effectively when the unexpected happens. 

Consider these steps as your starting point for preparedness.

Utilize Insider Expertise

• Put together a team to develop (or review) your EOP. 

The team should include leaders from a variety of 

ministries in your church. They will provide practical 

insight regarding what will work in your situation. 

• Also include church members with experience and 

expertise in emergency response if you have them. 

They will bring technical understanding to the process. 

Both technical and practical input will be important in 

developing an effective plan that people will actually use.

Take Advantage of Outside Expertise

• FEMA has a free downloadable booklet, “Developing 

High Quality Emergency Operations Plans for Houses 

of Worship,” which can be a valuable tool and can 

be found at www.whitehouse.gov.

• Many church insurance providers have developed 

tools for churches related to planning your EOP. 

Ask your insurance agent to attend one of your 

team meetings to explain what is available. 

To view a list of helpful websites and resources, 

visit txb.life/emergencyplan. 

• If the church is hosted/sponsored by another 

congregation, visit with the host/sponsor leader to see 

if an EOP is already in place. If no plan is in place, it might 

be possible for the two congregations to plan together.

• Develop an ongoing relationship with local fi rst 

responders and involve them in the conversation as the 

plan is developed. They will know about local practices 

and procedures, which vary from place to place in Texas. 

Some churches invite local fi re and/or police departments 

to use the church building for training seminars 

and exercises, which builds goodwill and familiarizes 

responders with the facilities.

• Learn from good sample EOPs, but never adopt one 

without serious discussion about the unique setting 

and needs of your own church.

Just one chapter after the “Suffi cient unto the day…” 

quote used by my college professor, Jesus tells a famous 

story of the wise and foolish homebuilders riding out 

a fi erce storm. Of course the application relates to how 

we practice Jesus’ teachings, but it’s not a stretch to say 

it also communicates the value of thinking ahead in very 

practical ways. A good Emergency Operations Plan 

is a wise investment in your church’s future.

By the way, I’m happy to report that I passed Greek. 

Something tells me my professor’s advance work in class 

helped minimize the effects of the “evil thereof” that inevitably 

came my way in the form of exams! 

David Adams has forgotten nearly all of his Greek—

that was years ago! But if you need help with church 

administration issues, he’s glad to help you fi nd the right 

resources. You can reach him at david.adams@texasbaptists.org. 

by: david adams
director�of�church�administration�
and�special�projects

SUFFICIENT UNTO THE DAY:
creating an emergency operations plan in your church
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by: ferrell foster 
associate�director�of��
the�christian�life�commission��
director�of�ethics�and�justice�

An American Christian asked the gathered children if any  

had experienced difficulty in forgiving someone. One small 

boy raised his hand and said it was difficult forgiving the 

armed men who blew up a car, killing his uncle.

This very public and understandable confession occurred  

at a Baptist camp in the Bekaa Valley of Lebanon. Texas 

Baptists are supporting ministries to Syrian refugees there 

through the Texas Baptist Hunger Offering and through  

the Refugee Relief Project.

Despite the boy’s struggle with forgiveness, he also spoke 

of “his trust in Jesus and how much joy he has in his life,” 

according to a California Christian who witnessed the 

encounter. “It was obvious to us that, despite the devastating 

things these kids have seen and experienced, the message  

of Jesus’ love is getting through to them and making  

an impact in their lives.”

Residents of North America may find it easy to turn away from 

the human suffering caused by war in the Middle East, but 

followers of Jesus cannot afford such apathy. The Savior told 

us to care for those who suffer, that it is the same as serving 

Christ personally. In other words, Jesus is a refugee,  

and He needs us.

Scripture says God can bring good from any situation, 

and God is doing so in Lebanon. Another of the American 

Christians told of entering a family’s “tiny little” home.  

The family had very little, but “they were bubbling over  

with joy. They couldn’t wait to share how they came to know 

Jesus and how they have been forever changed.”

We see images of desperate people scrambling ashore  

in Greece or crowding onto roads in Hungary, and those  

of us in the West can feel as if we are being invaded.  

The challenge for Christians is to take off our national  

or cultural lenses with which we see such things and put  

on the lenses provided by Scripture. 

When the Bible addresses issues related to people  

who are living in a land not their own, the wording  

is usually translated into English as stranger, alien,  

sojourner or foreigner. There is probably no clearer  

statement regarding God’s view of immigrants  

than Psalm 146:9. 

CHRIST’S LIGHT SHINES  
AMONG REFUGEES
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The LORD watches over the strangers; he upholds  

the orphan and the widow, but the way of the wicked  

he brings to ruin. (NRSV)

God looks upon refugees and immigrants as He does all 

vulnerable people. That God “watches over the strangers” 

implies not just seeing them but caring for and protecting 

them. It is listed here as the opposite of what God does  

to the wicked. God brings ruin to the wicked; God looks  

after the refugee and immigrant.

The Old Testament links God’s concern for immigrants  

to the experience of the Israelites in Egypt, when they  

were refugees who crossed a national border seeking  

better economic and life-sustaining conditions.

When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall  

not oppress the alien. The alien who resides with you shall  

be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien  

as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt: I am  

the LORD your God. (Lev. 19:33-34 NRSV)

In the New Testament, Jesus references immigrants in the 

famous “least of these” verses about the judgment of nations.

Then the king will say to those at his right hand,  

“Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit  

the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation  

of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food,  

I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,  

I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked  

and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took  

care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.”  

(Matthew 25:34-36 NRSV)

Welcoming the stranger is one indication that people are  

living in accordance with God’s will. They are more focused  

on God’s kingdom than on the boundaries of this world.

Jesus also famously said to love God with all of your being and 

to love your neighbor as yourself. A lawyer then asked, “And 

who is my neighbor?” Jesus responded by telling a story about 

a “good Samaritan,” which revealed that being a person’s 

neighbor knows no boundaries – racial, ethnic or national.

Jesus, of course, had once been a refugee. After his birth,  

his parents fled Palestine for the safe confines of Egypt. 

Now when they [the wise men] had departed, behold,  

an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, 

“Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, 

and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek 

the young Child to destroy Him.” (Matthew 2:13 NKJV)

The family escaped the threat of death and lived as foreigners 

until it was safe for them to return to their homeland.

Before God, there is no difference between the people  

of various tribes or groups. There is a oneness to the human 

race which transcends all categories that might separate us.

We will see as God sees when we no longer see refugees  

as “foreigners,” when they no longer seem so different.  

We will see them as God’s children, as our neighbors.

For more information, contact Ferrell Foster  

at ferrell.foster@texasbaptists.org or 512.473.2288.
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LET US 
COME

INTO H IS 
PRESENCE 

WITH
THANKSGIV ING;

LET US MAKE
A JOYFUL

NOISE TO H IM
WITH SONGS 

OF PRA ISE !
PSALM 95 :2
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We live in a broken world that aches for Christ. Until  

His return, we are to work as Jesus worked. And there  

is plenty to do.

People are hurting. People are lost.

Atrocities previously unimaginable  

seem almost commonplace.

A human life isn’t seen as important or equal to another’s.

The earth is changing climates. Disasters are harsh.

The divide between those who have and those who  

have not is widening at an astounding pace.

Yet, too often, individuals haggle over how to go about 

reaching people. We discuss the reason for doing things 

far more than doing them. We reminisce about how it 

used to be instead of enacting change.

There are millions of Texans who need to hear the Gospel. 

Reaching the hurting world should unite us – a common 

goal exemplified through Christ’s life should trump  

our petty differences.

Let’s get to work. 

#txbtruths

by: rand jenkins  
director�of�communications

WE HOLD 
THESE TRUTHS

There is too  
much to be  
done to haggle 
over small things.
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¿Cuándo fue la última vez que su iglesia ministró activamente 

por 13 semanas consecutivas a familias de la comunidad en 

una escuela pública? En el año escolar 2014-2015 dos de 

nuestras iglesias hispanas pudieron hacer esto. En el año 

escolar que apenas comienza (2015-2016) ya hay 13 iglesias 

preparándose a comenzar o comenzando a hacer esto  

en sus comunidades. Esto lo hacen a través del programa  

“Hijos Altamente Capaces,” o en inglés, “Raising Highly 

Capable Kids.”

 “Hijos Altamente Capaces” es un curso para padres diseñado 

para ofrecerse en iglesias y comunidades, pero sobre todo en 

escuelas públicas. El currículo del mismo es de 13 semanas, 

y está fundamentado en principios cristianos de crianza, 

investigación probada y evidencia. Este programa fue 

comenzado por la organización cristiana Enfoque en la Familia, 

y nosotros en la Iniciativa para la Educación Hispana de la 

Convención Bautista General de Texas (BGCT) colaboramos 

con ellos para llevarlo a comunidades en todo el estado por 

medio de congregaciones como la suya.

¿Qué entonces tienes que hacer una iglesia para comenzar 

“Hijos Altamente Capaces” en una escuela de su comunidad? 

• Primero, contacte a nuestra oficina  

llamando al (214) 887.5426 o escribiendo  

a Gabriel.Cortes@texasbaptists.org. 

• Segundo, el pastor y un líder de la congregación que 

vaya a dirigir este ministerio necesitan participar de 

un entrenamiento de 3 horas en el programa de “Hijos 

Altamente Capaces.”

• Tercero, contacte a una escuela en su área y ofrezca su 

ayuda en proveer “Hijos Altamente Capaces” para los 

padres de sus estudiantes. 

• Cuarto, ordene un libro de “Hijos Altamente Capaces” 

para cada padre o madre que vaya a tomar el curso. 

• Y quinto, simplemente comience el programa en una 

escuela de su comunidad. 

¿Cómo le podemos ayudar en este proceso? Le podemos 

proveer dirección y consejo en todo el proceso. Cuando haya 

un entrenamiento en su área le proveemos los detalles y los 

materiales que su iglesia necesitaría para comenzar “Hijos 

Altamente Capaces” y enseñarlo. Esto incluye una guía 

TRANSFORMANDO PADRES, 
FAMILIAS Y COMUNIDADES  
A TRAVÉS DE “HIJOS 
ALTAMENTE CAPACES”

por gabriel cortés  
director�de�la�iniciativa��
para�la�educación�hispana
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del maestro, un manual del estudiante y un USB con todas 

las presentaciones de “power point” para las 13 semanas, 

certificados, volantes de promoción, videos y otros recursos 

a ningún costo para usted o su iglesia. También le podemos 

conseguir un descuento muy bueno al ordenar los manuales 

para los padres. Estamos comprometidos a ayudarlos en  

todo lo que sea posible, para que comiencen este ministerio 

en una escuela pública de su comunidad. Es posible y está  

a su alcance. 

Créalo o no, nuestro reto más grande no es lograr que las 

escuelas públicas abran sus puertas a una iglesia para 

colaborar con ellos y ofrecer el programa “Hijos Altamente 

Capaces.” Nuestro reto más grande es encontrar iglesias 

que estén dispuestas y disponibles para salirse de su zona de 

comodidad, extender sus brazos a una comunidad escolar 

y ser las manos y los pies de Cristo en ese lugar. Para mí, la 

mejor manera de una congregación establecer una relación 

con su comunidad y satisfacer una necesidad real con el 

amor de Jesús es comenzando el programa “Hijos Altamente 

Capaces” en una escuela de su área. 

Pregúntese, “Si mi iglesia cerrara sus puertas 

permanentemente, ¿la extrañaría la comunidad? El ministerio 

que hacemos en el vecindario es tal, que si dejamos de 

existir, ¿la comunidad sentiría el impacto?” Probablemente la 

contestación a esta pregunta es “No.” Comience el programa 

“Hijos Altamente Capaces” y cambiará a “Sí.” Hermanos, 

estamos en este mundo para hacer la diferencia para la gloria 

de Dios. Comencemos hoy.

Para más información, visite educatetexas.org  

y capablekids.com. 

Si mi iglesia 
cerrara sus puertas 
permanentemente, 
¿la extrañaría  
la comunidad?
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In these devotionals, written by 85 fellow Texas Baptists, you’ll find that 
the language ranges from scholarly to down-home, the perspective is both 

familiar and comfortable, and the insights are invariably deep. What’s 
more, the full purchase price goes to help start new churches. So order 

it online at baptistwaypress.org or call 1.866.249.1799. Order extras as gifts 
for friends, family and yourself – gifts that can transform the year ahead into 
a powerful experience in the spirit.

New Price

$20.00

Call 1.866.249.1799 or order online at www.baptistwaypress.org.

Last date for Christmas orders is December 15.

Take the journey. Starting here.

Let Through the Bible in a Year:
Devotionals by Texas Baptists lead you, day by day 
and month by month, on an easily-paced and beautiful 
journey through the scriptures.

A discipleship strategy focused on discovering, 
believing, and living out the truths of the Bible.

Connect 360 exists to show 

all of the Bible as instrumental 

in revealing God’s purpose 

and plan for life. 

DISCOVER. BELIEVE. LIVE.

Jesus:
KING OR CONCIERGE?
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CALENDAR

2015-16

november
	 6-7	 Hispanic Leadership Conference, Dallas

	 6-7	 Fiesta Ring, San Antonio

	 8-10	 Annual Meeting, Frisco

	 26	 Thanksgiving

	 29	 Hunger Offering 5th Sunday

	 8	  Baptist Building Retiree Fellowship  
Christmas Luncheon, Dallas

	 10	  Christmas Open House,  
Texas Baptists Dallas Office

	 25	 Christmas

	 1	 New Year's Day

	 4-6	 Collegiate Leadership Summit, Waco

	 18-19	  Preschool and Children’s Ministers Retreat, 
Granbury

	 20	  Childhood Ministry Certification Program, 
Granbury

	22-23	 Children’s Worship University, Lewisville

	22-23	 Abide, Spicewood

	29-30	 [un]Apologetic Conference, McKinney

	 31	 Hunger Offering 5th Sunday

february
	 5-6	 Go Now Discovery Weekend, Midlothian

	 6	 VBS Material Overview, Austin

	 9	 VBS Material Overview, Dallas

	 19-21	  Hispanic Evangelism Conference,  
San Antonio

	 20	 VBS Material Overview, Rockport

	 27	 VBS Material Overview, Alba

visit texasbaptists.org/events 
for more information and to 
register for an event today.

december

january
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RESOURCES

The Cooperative Program, or CP as some have shortened it, really isn’t a program at all. At its core, 

it is a cooperative way of financially supporting missions both locally and globally. It is a way  

of combining resources to enable more missions, evangelism and ministry to those in need  

and those who have yet to hear the Gospel.

Working through a missions co-op allows people to pool their resources and talents to feed more 

hungry people, start more churches, fund more missionaries, reach more people in prisons, clothe 

more needy, and share the hope of Christ with more people who so desperately need to hear it.

Learn about and help educate your church on the vast array of services available to help your 

church do missions in your neighborhood and around the world.

texasbaptists.org/cp

OFFICE OF COOPERATIVE 
PROGRAM MINISTRY

TEXAS BAPTIST 
HUNGER OFFERING
This offering combines our efforts to meet the hunger needs in Texas  

and around the world to show Christ’s love and generosity. The offering 

goes to meeting immediate hunger needs and toward establishing 

processes and education to help people escape the devastation of poverty.

The emphasis for the offering is on the fifth Sunday in a month. Join the effort. 

texasbaptists.org/hungeroffering
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Send your most dedicated youth to 

Super Summer to help them grow in 

their faith and mature as Christian 

leaders. There are sessions around the 

state through much of the summer.

supersummer.com

[un]Apologetics
During a two-day conference, participants hear  

biblical truth backed up with logic and evidence 

expressed in gentleness and respect. General  

speaking sessions and workshops are provided  

to help individuals strengthen their faith and learn  

how to engage others with the Gospel.

texasapologetics.com

HISPANIC 
EDUCATION 
INITIATIVE
Students in your neighborhood are not 

completing their education. The goal of the 

Hispanic Education Initiative is to keep students 

in school through graduation and then on  

to college, reclaiming students who left school 

and helping preschoolers be prepared  

for kindergarten.

texasbaptists.org/hei

GO NOW 
MISSIONS
Send your college students on the mission  

they are searching for.

Opportunities vary from digging a water well  

to starting a church in a coffee shop. Go Now Missions 

sends students across the state, the U.S. and the 

world. Students can serve from one week to 12 months. 

Opportunities for service are available during Christmas 

break, in the summer or for a semester.

gonowmissions.com

SUPER 
SUMMER
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