
Sermon Title: Finish the Race 

Bible Verses:  Hebrews 12: 1-3 

Sermon Goal: Share key points with students so they can decide to Finish the Race. 

Key Points:  

A. Paul reminds us of leaders in Chapter 11 who testify with their lives that it is possible to: 

1.  Finish the Race. 

2. Face huge obstacles while running the race. 

3. Trust in God to help us overcome huge obstacles while running the race because HE is 

Faithful. 

B. Paul encourages us to set aside any obstacle and sin which impedes our ability to Finish the race. 

C. Paul challenges us to focus on Jesus while we run the race set before us. 

D. Paul reminds us that Jesus ran the race and that His sacrifice stands as an encouragement to 

anyone feeling overwhelmed or discouraged while running the race.  

Introduction: 

Hispanic students represent an exciting future in the United States of America. They represent future 

doctors, lawyers, teachers, accountants, nurses, architects, engineers, missionaries, pastors, professors, 

etc… We live in an exciting day full of opportunities and challenges. One of the challenges we face today 

is the opportunity to share the gospel of Jesus Christ with a growing Hispanic community. Recent census 

reports growth of the Hispanic population in most communities in the United States of America.  

One of the greatest challenges we face involves the Hispanic student population in and around our 

churches. Hispanic students are dropping out of high school at a rate of 40-50% each year. In this 

country, a high school diploma is the first step toward future opportunities. It is critical that we help 

Hispanic students secure their future for impact and influence. As we read God’s word today, consider 

the “race” that He has set before us as related to sharing the gospel with Hispanic students and their 

families. Consider the “race” that He has set before us with regards to helping Hispanic students Finish 

the “academic” Race set before them. 

As we read, Hebrews 12: 1-3, we see where Paul reminds us that we are surrounded by a cloud of 

witnesses. We can find examples of the witnesses he refers to in Chapter 11. David, Abraham, Enoch, 

Noah, Moses, Joseph, and many more are listed in Chapter 11. All of these witnesses remain as proof 

that it is possible to Finish the Race set before us. They ran the race of their lives as they served God. 

They ran the race that He set before them. They exist as a constant eternal reminder to us that it is 

possible to Finish the Race set before us by our God. Are you running the race set before you? You can 

Finish the Race just like these heroes of the faith! 

A second point about the cloud of witnesses includes the fact that they faced huge obstacles. Consider 

any of the witnesses identified by Paul. Notice that everyone one of them faced obstacles that could 

only be overcome with t he power of an almighty God. They were courageous and faced the challenges. 



They also found great obstacles in the way of their assignment for His kingdom purposes. They remind 

us that any great assignment from God generally comes with great challenges and overwhelming 

obstacles. Are you running the race? Have you found huge obstacles in trying to Finish the Race? You are 

not alone. Chapter 11 lists many heroes of the face who faced overwhelming challenges. When facing 

huge challenges, don’t get discouraged. Give thanks to God that you have the privilege of running the 

race He set before you. 

A third point about the witnesses is that they remind us that God is trustworthy and is able to overcome 

any obstacle great or small that gets in the way of the race He sets before us. He is reliable. He is all 

powerful. He is all knowing. He is not surprised by any challenge we face. In fact, He is in my tomorrows. 

He is waiting for me. He knows what is coming next. He has prepared a way for me to continue running 

the race that I might Finish the Race He set before me. I love my heavenly father God. I love the way that 

He prepares for me and helps me with life challenges.  I love the fact that I can trust Him to help me with 

every challenge I face! Are you running the race? Have you committed to Finish the Race? Have you 

found any major challenges to finishing the race? Praise the Lord. You can count on Him to help you with 

your challenge and obstacle. Get ready for a God-sized miracle as you face your challenges. Count on 

Him. Have faith in Him alone for help in your time of challenge. He was the answer for these heroes of 

the faith. He is our answer today. He will be our solution for our tomorrows. Praise God for His constant 

care and help in our times of need. 

Paul challenges us to set aside any weight or any obstacle that could possibly get in the way of our 

“running” the race. Please note that he encourages us to “run” the race. He uses the sports analogy of a 

runner to encourage us not to crawl or walk our race. But, to “run” the race set before us. It is obvious 

that one race set before Hispanic believers, includes the opportunity to share the gospel of Jesus with a 

growing number of Hispanics in our neighborhoods. They need to know Jesus as savior. We need to 

share the good news of Jesus with them. Let us join together and “run” to un-churched Hispanics in 

order to share the gospel of salvation with them. 

 Another significant “race” set before us includes the growing number of Hispanic students dropping out 

of high school. What can we do to help eliminate “weights” that burden Hispanic students and keep 

them from finishing high school? I believe that God gives us wisdom to understand the challenge before 

us. I believe that a living God gives us his powerful help to move barriers in the way of success for our 

Hispanic students. Dr. Albert Reyes suggests that Hispanic churches create a “no-dropout” zone around 

their churches with the idea that they will do all they can to remove obstacles so that more Hispanic 

students can successfully finish the race and receive high school diplomas. Can you imagine the impact 

that Hispanic churches can have on their communities when they declare a “no-dropout” zone? What a 

tremendous witness! I can’t wait to hear about Hispanic churches taking actions to thwart the dropout 

rate in their communities!  Additional help can be found in an article entitled, “15 Actions your church 

can take to help students Finish the Race.” (See the website for a free copy) 

Paul also encourages us to confess any sin which easily entangles us and keep us from being able to 

Finish the Race set before us. What sin entangles you today? What “easily” tempts you to get off the 



course God set for you? What keeps you from “running?” Praise God, He is powerful enough to help us 

identify, confess, and receive forgiveness for any sin that keeps us from running the race. 

Paul recommends that we focus our eyes on Jesus Christ. He reminds us that Jesus ran the race. His life 

and death help us to commit to Finish the Race. Here is a simple truth. You need Jesus for any challenge 

you face. You need to keep your eyes on Jesus as the perfect example of obedience and love for us. 

Jesus is proof of God’s love for each one of us. Trusting in Him is the first step for those seriously 

considering a commitment to Finish the Race.  

Paul knew that real people facing real life challenges were capable of disappointment and 

discouragement while running the race. In verse 2 and 3, He challenges us to consider the life and 

sacrifice of Jesus. He reminds us of His obedience and willingness to pay the highest price for our 

salvation and so that we might be encouraged to Finish the Race. When you feel discouraged, remember 

Jesus. When you want to give up, remember that Jesus didn’t give up. When you are disappointed, keep 

in mind that Jesus continued on His assignment and didn’t allow any obstacles to get in the way of His 

personal race. Jesus Christ finished the race. He makes it possible for you to Finish the Race today. 

Invitation: 

Will you Finish the Race? Will you decide to take every action possible to Finish the Race God has placed 

before you? This is your invitation. Will you ask God to show you any sin or obstacle that keeps you from 

running the race? This is the day for you to run forward. Will you step forward and be the first one in 

your family to complete your education? Will you be an example for the younger ones in this 

congregation? Come join me at the altar and let’s ask God to help us run the race He has set for us. 

Prayer 


