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Developing: What do we say?

“…you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses…” (Acts 1:8) 

What does a “witness” do?

 1) They report what they have seen, heard, and felt.

 2) They are not necessarily experts in any field, (i.e. traffic, cars, guns, etc.) They are not expected to give expert  
  explanations. They are expected to give details about how they were affected by the event.

 We often feel that we cannot be effective witnesses for Christ because we are not confident in our biblical  
 knowledge or theology. However, in truth your story is your first and best tool for effective witnessing concerning the  
 reason you have for hope for today and eternity.

 Do you remember the story of the man Jesus restored his sight to in John, chapter nine? “Jesus had spat on the   
 ground and made clay, anointed the blind beggar’s eyes, instructed him to “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam and when  
 he had obeyed he was healed, and he came back with sight.”

 His changed life confused the people in his community. Some said, ‘It was not the formerly blind man, but one who   
 looked like him.” He had to tell his world that it was him, but his life had been changed. When asked how the change   
 had happened, he could only tell his story, “A man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go   
 to the pool of Siloam and wash,’ so I went and washed and I received my sight.”

 He was asked repeatedly to tell the story of his changed life. They even asked his parents for an explanation of how   
 his change took place. They said, “Ask him, it’s his story, not ours…”

 He did not know how he received his sight, but he did know who gave him his sight. He could not debate with the  
 religious leaders, but he could however, tell his story: “I was blind, Jesus offered me a cure, I obeyed his word and  
 now I see.” It was not his test to answer all their objections; it was his testimony to tell what had happened to him.   
 This is the beauty of our personal testimonies. It’s our story. We are to be witnesses of what transformed our lives. 

 If you are called into a court of law as a witness you would be asked to tell what you heard, saw, and felt. If you  
 witnessed a store being held up, you are not required to give an expert witness as to firearms or automobiles. You  
 simply tell what you saw: “A man with a handgun took the cash and drove off in a certain color car. I was terrified and  
 felt my life was in danger”, etc.

 My testimony then is telling what I heard, what I saw, and what I felt. It does not mean I can explain every theological  
 argument posed to me. It’s simply my story of a life transformed. 

 It is an account of how understanding the gospel changed my life and gave me hope. Perhaps the greatest Christian   
 who ever lived was the Apostle Paul. He was a biblical scholar in Old Testament theology. He wrote most of the New  
 Testament. Certainly he was equipped to debate theology with anyone in his day and sometimes did with great  
 success. Yet when he gave the gospel presentation, he loved to do it packaged in his own story of transformation.

 What was true for the great Apostle Paul is true for us. The greatest form of advertisement is a satisfied customer.   
 Your story has extraordinary power to influence. Jesus told the first Christians, “…You will receive power when the   
 Holy Spirit comes on you: And you will be my witnesses…” Witnesses of what? Witnesses that the gospel has power   
 to transform your life.

 I want to interject here that knowing the Word of God will greatly enhance your personal testimony. Peter tells us  
 that we are to “Set apart the Lord God in our hearts and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you   
 for a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear…” (1 Peter 3:15-16) 

 The Apostle Paul was able to give a defense for his hope. We see that beautifully illustrated in the Book of Acts as he  
 addressed the men in Athens (Acts 17:22-34). Yet in his ultimate defense of his personal life, he simply told his  
 own story.

I. A model for witnessing: Paul’s story in Acts 26:1-23.

 A. Paul told of his life before he knew Jesus (Acts 26:1-11).
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 •  He was religious. “…though I could have confidence in my own effort if anyone could. Indeed, if others have   
  reason for confidence in their own efforts, I have even more! I was circumcised when I was eight days old. I am  
  a pure-blooded citizen of Israel and a member of the tribe of Benjamin—a real Hebrew if there ever was one! I  
  was a member of the Pharisees, who demand the strictest obedience to the Jewish law. 6 I was so zealous that I  
  harshly persecuted the church. And as for righteousness, I obeyed the law without fault.”  
  (Philippians 3:4-6, NLT)

  •  He opposed the church.

  •  He punished believers in Jesus Christ.

  •  He pursued Christians to try and stop the spread of Christianity.

  •  He confessed his own sinfulness.

  “This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it: ‘Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”— 
  and I am the worst of them all.’”  (1 Timothy 1:15, NLT) 

 B. Paul told of when he met Jesus. (Acts 26:1-18)

  •  When: Going to Damascus under order of the Chief Priest to persecute believers of Jesus Christ.

  •  Where: On the road a bright light shining around him.

  •  Who: Jesus spoke to him in his language of Hebrew asking him a question, “Why are you persecuting me?”

  •  What: Jesus appeared before him calling him to understand he was the Messiah and God had a purpose for him.  
   “His eyes were opened.” (Ref. John 3:3)

 C. Paul told of his life after he believed upon Jesus as the Messiah (Acts 26:19-23)

  •  He was obedient to follow the call of God.

  •  He took the gospel to Damascus then to Jerusalem and to Judea and finally to the Gentiles.

  •  He told everyone “small and great” that Jesus was the Messiah spoken of by Moses and the prophets.

 D. Your personal testimony is very important.

  1. It is authentic. No one can refute it; it happened to you!

  2. It communicates. It is a wonderful resource to communicate the reality of how Christ has changed your life.

  3. It relates. Everyone alive has a spiritual void that can only be filled by a personal encounter with Jesus Christ.

  4. It is powerful. God can use your story/testimony to impact lives and reveal the life and love of Jesus Christ to a lost  
   and dying world.

II. Most Christians don’t think they have a dramatic story worth telling.

 A. Remember your life before you were born again.

  1. You were lost. “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” (Luke 19:10)

   •  The term “lost” indicates value. We may misplace a piece of string, but we lose a diamond ring.

   •  While you might be separated from God because of your sin, he still loves you (Romans 5:8).

  2. You were blind. “Whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the  
   glory of Christ, who is the image of God should shine on them” (2 Cor. 4:4)

  3. You were enemies of God. “For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son,  
   much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.” (Romans 5:10)
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 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the   
 Jew first and also for the Greek.” (Romans 1:16)

 Coming to Jesus.

   •  How long did it take you to decide to receive Jesus as your Lord?

   •  What was the final motivation?

   •  When and where did you actually put your faith in Jesus Christ?

 C.  Tell about your life after Jesus came.

   Now tell about the differences in your life after receiving Christ. The point here is to communicate how your life is new 
   and different since receiving Christ. How has your life been changed? What would your life be without knowing  
   Christ? How did knowing Christ fulfill the need or change the situation in the first part of your story? What other  
   needs has Christ met?

   What if you accepted Christ at a very young age? Focus on a defining moment in your life, or how Christ has protected  
   you, or the direction your life could have gone. You feel forgiveness, peace, acceptance, fulfillment, freedom, security,  
   and assurance for the afterlife.

   “This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!”  
   (2 Corinthians 5:17, NLT)

   “…but declared first to those in Damascus and in Jerusalem, and throughout all the region of Judea, and then to the  
   Gentiles, that they should repent, turn to God, and do works befitting repentance. “ (Acts 26:20)

   “Therefore, having obtained help from God, to this day I stand, witnessing both to small and great, saying no other   
   things than those which the prophets and Moses said would come…” (Acts 26:22)

IV. Who can, who should you share your story with?

 Your life change after trusting Jesus.

  •  What was the first immediate change in your life?

 •  What challenges are you facing today?

 •  How does your relationship with Jesus make a difference?

 I want to see four people, who are family members or friends, accept Jesus as their Lord and go to heaven   
 with me.

  1) ______________________________________

  2) ______________________________________

  3) ______________________________________

  4) ______________________________________

 The Bible says:

 “Do not merely listen to the Word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” (James 1:22)

 Knowing it is God’s will, I commit to share my story of how God has changed my life.

 “So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him.” (Luke 8:39).

 “Many of the Samaritans from town believed in Him because of the woman’s testimony…” (John 4:39)

 Use the following pages in your handout to write your personal testimony. Be brief and leave out unnecessary terms.   
 Again, try to avoid Christian lingo and words that the hearer may not understand. Stress that even though Christ has   
 changed your life, you are still not perfect, but you have assurance of eternal life.

 4. You were separated from God. “You were dead in your trespasses and sins.” (Ephesians 2:1)

   •  The word “death” literally means separation. I know you might not have known that was your condition, but that’s   
    your condition as God sees it.

III. Make known your story

 As you begin to tell your story it is often good to begin with a statement that will capture a person’s attention. For   
 example, “I had desires inside me that I couldn’t satisfy,” or “I always wondered if there was an afterlife and what that   
 would mean for me.” Having an opening statement that draws curiosity often draws a listener into your story.

 A. Your life before you met Jesus.

 •  Where you grew up.

 •  What about your family?

 •  Your interests.

  - School

  - Sports

  - Music

  - College

  - Career

  Don’t talk about your church life or being raised in a Christian family. This will not peak interest or relevance.  
  Tell how you discovered that God loves you and that Jesus died for your sins. This part of your story  
  communicates the circumstances and events surrounding your life-changing encounter with Christ.

  Describe/tell not only about how you lived, but what you were thinking and feeling. You don’t have to give in  
  detail an account of your specific sin, but tell enough about your past to paint the correct picture of a life apart   
  from Christ. This will help people identify with you as a real person and keep your story from something canned  
  or rehearsed.

 Your life before Jesus came in.

  •  What did your life look like from the outside?

  •  What was going on inside; your thoughts, your struggles, etc.?

  •  What brought you to the realization that you needed a relationship with Jesus?

 Words that describe your life before:

   •  Guilt.

   •  Strife.

   •  Rejection.

   •  Emptiness.

   •  Insecurity.

   •  Loneliness.

   •  Fear of death.

   •  Rebellion.

 B. Tell when you came to accept Jesus into your life.

 •  Tell when, where, and who or what was involved.

 •  Use your own words (common words, not religious jargon).

 •  Give enough of the gospel so the person listening would know enough to be saved, i.e., Christ was born of a virgin,  
   lived a sinless life, died for our sins, was buried, and He was raised on the third day according to scripture  
   (1 Corinthians 15:1; 3-4).

 


