
Tips for Establishing Relationships with Elected Officials  
 
On Monday, the Legislature adjoined Sine Die, which is Latin for without day, it means to 
adjourn for an indefinite period. And while the sun has set on the 84th Legislative Session, you 
and your church can still do meaningful work during the interim that will pay big dividends in 
2017 when the next Legislative session begins. 
  
It may seem too soon to be thinking about January 2017, but if you are wise you will use the 
next year and a half to prepare yourself in order to maximize your efforts for the 85th Legislative 
Session. 
  
In fact, the time between sessions is the best time to establish relationships, meet with your 
legislator, and educate members on your legislative priorities. 
  
Here are a few things you or your church can be doing during the Interim to prepare for the 85th 
Legislative Session. 
  

• Invite your Legislator to give a legislative update to your church or non-profit. 
Legislators will be hosting a number of town halls designed to be educational for 
constituents and provide information on the results of important legislation from the 84th 
Legislative Session. 

 
• Invite a member of the CLC team to your church. If you are not comfortable inviting 

your representative to your church, the CLC team is happy to come and give a 
legislative update or help your church strategize about how to best engage in Christian 
advocacy. 

 
• Sign up for your legislator’s e-news. Almost every legislator has an e-news. The e-

news is a great way to keep informed on your representative’s schedule and events. If 
your church does not feel comfortable hosting a town hall, the e-news is a great way to 
find out about other town hall events you may want to attend. 

 
• Set-up meetings with your legislator. During the Interim is the best time to meet with 

your legislator, because their schedule is a lot more flexible. Establishing a relationship 
with your legislator during the interim will make it easier to communicate during the 
session. 

 
• Invite district staff to church/community events. Most legislators maintain offices in 

the Capitol and their legislative district. During the interim, make time to get to know the 
district office staff. Does your church do a back-to-school night? Have a food bank? Do 
job training? Work with families in the community? Think about inviting your legislator 
and their staff to take a tour or attend a meeting or help deliver meals. These invitations 
and visits serve as an opportunity to engage the legislator and his/her staff in the work of 



your church, while also nurturing a relationship that could produce additional fruit during 
the legislative session. 

  
  
Relationships are critical to effective advocacy, and the time between legislative sessions is 
when relationships are built. Use this time wisely and you are much better positioned to make 
positive changes for your community in 2017. 
 


