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U.S. Tribal Gambling Problems 
 
 
 
STATE TRIBE CONFLICT QUOTE SOURCE 

Texas Alabama-
Coushatta 

Land Claim Sued under the Indian Claims Commission Act for ‘the taking by 
the U.S. of land owned or occupied by such tribes without 
payment for such lands of compensation agreed to by such 
tribes.’ 
 
Court ordered U.S. Gov’t. to pay the value of all the oil, timber, 
and natural gas on nearly 3.5 million acres of land in East 
Texas. 
 
Execution of the judgment is still pending. 

1996 U.S. Claims LEXIS 128, 
The Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of 
Texas, et. al. v. Theates United St 

Western 
Governors 
Assn. 

Tribes  in 28 
states 

Revenue to states 
from Indian casinos is 
disappointing  

Indian gaming establishments pay billions of dollars in taxes 
across 28 states.  
• $5.5 billion: Federal taxes  
• $1.8 billion: State taxes  
• $100 million: Local taxes 
Reservation-based businesses aren't required to pay federal or 
state taxes. Some have agreed to share part of the revenue. 

 

3/30/2005 
Source: National Indian Gaming 
Association 
http://rockymountainnews.com/drm
n/state/article/0%2C1299%2CDRM
N_21_3660894%2C00.html 
“Tribal casino limits urged: Owens 
concerned about industry's effect 
on coffers” 
By Deborah Frazier, Rocky 
Mountain News 

New York Oneida tribe 17,000 acres in 
Madison and Oneida 
Counties put into 
Indian Trust lands; 
leave state tax roles 
 

Trust land is set aside by the federal government for a tribe's 
exclusive use. The land is free from all local taxes and controls, 
but tribes must obtain federal approval to sell, lease or develop 
the property, said Stephen Pevar, author of "The Rights of 
Indians and Tribes," an American Civil Liberties Union 
handbook. Pevar, an ACLU lawyer, is not aware of any tribal 
trust applications being turned down. The final decision, which 
cannot be appealed, rests with the BIA.  
 
The Oneida Indian Nation has asked the federal government to 
make 17,000 acres in Madison and Oneida counties 
permanently free of taxes and local laws. Since the Oneidas 

http://www.syracuse.com/enter/ind
ex.ssf?/news/poststandard/index. 
ssf?/news/poststandard/index.ssf%
3f/base/news-
8/111338174669811.xml&coll=1 
Oneida Nation's new tack to keep 
land off tax rolls  
Oneidas ask to have land put in 
federal trust, where taxes and local 
laws don't apply.  
Wednesday, April 13, 2005 
By Glenn Coin and Alaina Potrikus 
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began buying property in the early 1990s, they have maintained 
the land is part of their ancestral property that was taken 
illegally by New York state. A federal judge and an appeals 
court in the Sherrill case agreed, calling the Oneidas' land 
"Indian country" and beyond the reach of local governments. 
 
About 56 million acres across the country are held in federal 
trust for Indians. 

Louisiana Jena Choctaw The federal Indian 
gambling law is badly 
flawed 

Interior Secretary Gale Norton has broad powers to accept 
lands in trust for Indian tribes and to approve casino gambling 
on those lands under the U.S. Indian Gaming Regulatory Act of 
1988….“The ultimate issue is that, thanks to federal legislation, 
a governor doesn’t have a clear and decisive veto,” Ryder said. 
“The federal regulations actually were enacted for the purpose 
of putting a casino in place over the objections of a governor. 
We need our congressional delegation to address that.” 

4/12/2005 
http://www.shreveporttimes.com/ap
ps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050412/
NEWS/50412005 
“Gov. Blanco's letter to the Jena 
Band of Choctaws in response to 
the tribe's interest in establishing a 
casino in Louisiana:” 

Colorado Cheyenne 
Arapaho (OKLA) 

Tribes want a Casino 
near the Denver 
airport 

Gov. Bill Owens has rejected the tribe's offer of $1 billion and 
the surrender of all land claims in exchange for acreage near 
the airport, but tribal officials still plan to continue their fight for 
the land swap, said Michael Brendzel, vice president of the 
Golden-based Native American Land Group, the developer of 
the $400 million project. 

4/11/ 2005 
http://www.rockymountainnews.co
m/drmn/state/article/0,1299,DRMN
_21_3690941,00.html 
“Tribes still hoping for casino: DIA-
area proposal can wait out Owens, 
developer asserts” 
By Associated Press 

New York Mohawk Tribes make trade for 
land claims 

The three governing bodies of the Mohawk people… agree to 
end all pending land-claim lawsuits against the state and their 
challenge of New York Power Authority’s relicensing plan. 
 
In exchange, the Mohawks would be paid $100 million over the 
next 35 years, regain nearly 14,000 acres of land with the 
chance to buy more from willing sellers, gain ownership of two 
islands in the St. Lawrence River, be provided cheap electricity 
and be able to attend any SUNY college tuition-free. 

3/25/05 
http://www.pressrepublican.com/Ar
chive/2005/03 005/032520053.htm 
“After final revision, Franklin 
County signs land-claim deal” 
By DENISE A. RAYMO, Staff 
Writer 

New York Five casino 
settlement, 
includes out of 
state tribes 

Out of state land 
claims settlement 
through casino 
expansion 

Since 2001, the state has authorized up to three Indian-owned 
casinos in the Catskills. Early this year, however, Pataki asked 
lawmakers to increase that number to five as part of a wide-
ranging package meant to settle billions of dollars worth of land-
claim lawsuits that five tribes filed against the state. 
   Three of the five tribes are based in other states, which has 
Brennan concerned. 

March 23, 2005 
http://www.recordonline.com/  
archive/2005/03/23/battle23.htm 
 
Hearings more like inquisition, 
Bonacic says 
By John Milgrim 
Ottaway News Service 
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New York  Cayuga , NY 

Oneida , NY 
Seneca-Cayuga 
, OK 
Oneida, WI 
Stockbridge-
Munsee Band of 
Mohican  

Out of state tribal 
claims in partnership 
with in-state tribes 

The settlement proposal treats the New York Oneidas as a  part 
of the larger Oneida population, most of which is based  in 
Wisconsin. The Wisconsin-based Oneidas would be awarded 
 1,000 acres of Upstate New York land and a Catskills casino. 
 The New York Oneidas would be given a small percentage of 
the  settlement.   
 
Halbritter told the panel that once those tribes were given 
 settlements within New York state, they would claim immunity 
 from state regulatory, civil and tax laws, protection from all 
legal action by reason of tribal  sovereignty, the power to form a 
tribal police force, and the power to engage in unregulated trade 
with all other Indian  nations in the state.   

<http://www.uticaod.com/my_  
OD/subscriber_services/offers.htm
>  
Oneidas' leader predicts further 
lawsuits 
 if  proposal passes 
Sat, Mar 12,  2005 
KRISTA J. KARCH 
Observer-Dispatch 
 

U.S.  
Supreme Ct 

Kansas tribes 
and 14 other 
states 

State attorneys from 
14 states join to fight 
Indian 
 sovereignty in US 
Supreme Court 

A shifting coalition of state attorneys general is joining the fight 
to sway the U.S. Supreme Court on tribal sovereignty. In a 
counterpoint to the defense of tribal rights launched by national 
Indian organizations, the state officials are filing briefs to cut 
back tribal jurisdiction wherever they can. 
 
Long and Blumenthal are back with a shifting cast of 14 
attorneys general in a major tribal tax case out of Kansas. Their 
group joined a successful petition to the Supreme Court to take 
up the case of Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation v. Richards. 
Stephen Richards, secretary of the Kansas Department of 
Revenue, has been trying to tax oil product shipments to 
reservation gas stations. Lower federal courts have rebuffed 
him, but the Supreme Court announced Feb. 28 that it would 
hear the case in its fall term 

http://www.indiancountry.com  
/content.cfm?id=1096410454 
State attorneys join to fight 
 sovereignty in Supreme Court  
Posted: March 08, 2005  
by: Jim Adams / Indian Country 
Today 

California Lytton Band of 
Pomo Indians 

Attempts to curb 
California expansion 
and "reservation 
shopping" by tribes 

Rep. Richard Pombo, R-Tracy, has been circulating a draft of 
legislation designed to put a check on the trend of "reservation 
shopping" by tribes looking to put a casino in heavily populated 
areas. Pombo's proposal would, among other things, give local 
communities and nearby tribes the ability to veto any new off-
reservation casinos. His proposal would attempt to cluster 
gambling in "Indian Economic Opportunity Zones," a couple of 
spots within each state where multiple tribes could operate 
casinos.  
 
In Sacramento, Assemblyman Joe Nation, D-San Rafael, has 
proposed a constitutional amendment (ACA15) to prohibit any 

 URL: http://sfgate.com/cgi-bin/  
article.cgi?file=/c/a/2005/03/23/ 
EDG07BSRKR1.DTL 
www.sfgate.com  
A gambling pause  
Wednesday, March 23, 2005 
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new gaming compacts until 2008, while creating a 13-member 
commission to assess the economic, social, environmental, 
public safety and other effects of an industry that now 
approaches $5 billion a year in California.  

US Supreme 
Ct. 

CITY OF 
SHERRILL V. 
ONEIDA INDIAN 
NATION OF 
N. Y. (03-855)  
337 F.3d 139,  

Tribal land claims not 
upheld by court 

March 29, 2005 -  Indian claim reversed and remanded:   
 This case concerns properties in the city of Sherrill, New York, 
purchased by the Oneida Indian Nation of New York (OIN or 
Tribe) in 1997 and 1998. The separate parcels of land in 
question, once contained within the Oneidas’ 300,000-acre 
reservation, were last possessed by the Oneidas as a tribal 
entity in 1805. 
 
In sum, the question of damages for the Tribe’s ancient 
dispossession is not at issue in this case, and we therefore do 
not disturb our holding in Oneida II. However, the distance from 
1805 to the present day, the Oneidas’ long delay in seeking 
equitable relief against New York or its local units, and 
developments in the city of Sherrill spanning several 
generations, evoke the doctrines of laches, acquiescence, and 
impossibility, and render inequitable the piecemeal shift in 
governance this suit seeks unilaterally to initiate.  
 

http://supct.law.cornell.edu/sup
ct/html/03-855.ZO.html 
 

Washington Swinomish Tribe 
(sends warning) 

Tribal membership- 
for-sale, scam 

State Native American tribal leaders have issued a general 
warning to business owners who may be approached by people 
offering Native American tribal membership and tax exempt 
status for a hefty price. The warning was issued after a 
Washington business owner was allegedly offered tribal 
membership and, in turn, an exemption from all taxes for a one-
time price of $70,000. 

3/19/05 
http://www.businessexaminer.com/ 
“Tribes warn of membership scam” 
Business Examiner Daily 
Washington 

Rhode Island Mashantucket 
Symonos 

Families claim 
ancestry in tribe 

Mashantucket, RI – Members of the Symonds family marched 
along the edge of the Mashantucket Pequot reservation 
Thursday to protest continued exclusion from a tribe they say 
has “used” their ancestry to build itself into one of the world's 
wealthiest Indian nations. The Symondses say the 
Mashantuckets are currently limited to one family line – the 
Georges – but that there are actually seven core families. 

4/8/2005 
http://www.theday.com/eng/web/ne
ws/re.aspx?re=18297f7b-d8a1-
420a-8fe5-ae08b28429f3 
“Family Protests its Exclusion From 
Mashantucket Rolls: Symonds 
Clan Members Cite ‘proud Pequot' 
Ancestry, Want Tribal Rights” 

Connecticut Pequot Revenue to host city 
does not cover costs 
of casino; annexation 
by tribes reduce 

Ledyard, CT population 15,000 – Casino development has 
presented unique difficulties and has come at a real cost to the 
Town. Ledyard Connecticut, a host town of Foxwoods Casino, 
received only $689,000.00 of promised municipal revenue.  

Tribal Nation   
http://www.tribalnation.com/Ledyar
d.html 
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property tax roles. 2000/01 quantifiable cost to the Town of Ledyard resulting form 
hosting Foxwoods Casino $2,221,976.00. 
 
Ledyard continues to see its local property tax base erode as a 
result of hosting the Mashantucket Pequot Indian reservation. 
The applications by the Pequot Tribe to the U.S. Department of 
Interior to annex 232 additional acres will decrease Ledyard's 
annual property taxes by $152,000.00. 

 


