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Main Reasons to Opppose  
VLTslots and Casino Style Gambling 

 
VLT Slots -  

 Video Lottery Terminals are nothing but video slot machines—casino devices currently 
prohibited by Texas law and considered the “crack cocaine” of gambling.  Permitting the 
operation of VLTs would turn the tracks into casinos, running a few horses on the side. 

 
 They take money from instead of bringing money to local businesses and communities. 

Social Costs to local communities is $3 for every $1 in revenue. This is a cost of $200 per 
Texan per year. This is not a voluntary tax. This is an ADDICTION TAX of $800.00 for a 
family of four. 

 
 VLT Slots hurt Texas schools. The revenue is undependable and unethical. VLT slots 

provide Texas legislators one more excuse for failing to deal in a straightforward way with 
the need for dependable tax revenue for education. 

 
 VLT slots now will allow multiple casino gambling ventures to enter Texas, such as native 

American casinos, casinos in major cities, and finally the presence of convenience 
gambling in your local drive-in convenience store--serious gambling everywhere lottery 
tickets are sold. 

 
 Adding VLT slots is like arranging for a hurricane, just to get the roofing business. 

Destruction to the community so you can get your advantage.  
 

 
1. Addiction – VLT Slot Machines are the “Crack Cocaine of Gambling” – pathological 

addiction is essential to the VLT business, 33% - 42% of revenue comes from 
pathological addicts. 

 
2. Unfunded Mandate – “Gambling is a Tax” – social costs of voluntary gambling is an 

unfunded mandate for every Texan.  It costs $200.00 per person to pay for the addiction 
that keeps VLT slots in business.1 

 
3. VLT slots open up the state for all forms of gambling – 24 Casino’s are already 

planned for Texas. 
 

The best  way to control VLT SLOTS is to STOP them: 
 

 South Carolina shut down VLT slots after 3 years 
 California, West Virginia, and Wisconsin cannot control the growth  - even though 

VLT slots were promised to be limited to a “few places” back in 2001 
 In 2000 California changed their constitution through Proposition 1A allowing 

tribes to operate casinos on reservations.  The idea, in theory was that a modest 
gambling business would allow Indians to generate sufficient funds to revitalize 
themselves.  California now has 46 casinos, 60,000 slot machines and 350,000 
slots are predicted fort he next few years. 

 
A Congressional finding ruled that the Alabama-Coushatta tribe still holds 
aboriginal title to 5.5 million acres in East Texas. 

 This means that the tribe could potentially sue the state for 
compensation for the use of the lands to which they still hold title. 

                                                 
1 Grinols, Gambling in America, Chapter 4. 
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 Tribes in other states have used similar suits to gain casino licenses in 
exchange for the relinquishment of their title claims.  While the Alabama-
Coushatta have not said what they would expect to receive from a 
relinquishment of title. They have had a casino in the past and are 
fighting hard to reopen it. 

 
Table: Annual Individual Social Cost for Louisiana and Wisconsin 

Wisconsin Annual Social Costs for Individual Problem 
Gamblers (Class 4) 

Louisiana 
Serious 
gambler 

Casino 
gambler 

Low productivity $5,809 $1,329 $1,385 
Unemployment costs $    33 $  214 $  121 
Foregone income due to unemployment  $1,398 $1,331 
Productivity losses from Unemployment $  127   
Subtotal $5,956 $2,941 $2,836 
Bad debts $1,246 $1,487 $2,128 
Theft $1,929 $1,733 $1,674 
Subtotal $3,175 $3,220 $3,802 
Bankruptcy + civil court costs $  457 $  334 + $514 $ 515+ $535 
Arrests $   53 $   48 $   44 
Cost of criminal cases (trials) $ 192 $  369 $  508 
Probation $ 157 $  186 $  192 
Imprisonment $  533 $1,162 $  758 
Subtotal $1,392 $2,612 $2,552 
Welfare $   27   
Food stamps  $  101 $  134 
Aid to families with dependent children  $  233 $  352 
Treatment/therapy $  396 $  361 $  437 
Subtotal $ 423 $  696 $  923 
GRAND TOTALS $10,958 $9,469 $10,113 
(Source: Louisiana Benefit/Cost Analysis.1998. and Wisconsin Policy Research Institute Reports. 
2002, 1996.) 
 

4.          VLT slots are NOT a sin tax. If legislators want to use sin taxes – tax 
cigarettes and alcohol where a  higher price point diminishes sales to minors. 

 
• There is a huge difference between proposals to assess a tax on unhealthy lifestyle 

choices, and proposals to create an unhealthy lifestyle choice. We support proposals  to 
tax existing vices, but it is unthinkable that the state would create a new vice at the same 
time it is taxing existing ones. 

 
• There is no shortage of existing unhealthy lifestyle choices available to tax in Texas 

without creating a new problem for Texas families. Instead of legalizing slot machine 
gambling in the form of VLTs, Texas could raise just as much money by assessing a beer 
and alcohol tax increase.  

 
• The Baptist General Convention of Texas is urging all Texans to contact the Governor, 

Lt. Governor, Speaker and members of the Legislature to oppose this misguided effort. 
Beer taxes have not been raised in 21 years, and they offer a revenue source that will 
raise more money than the state could generate by legalizing slot machines -- without 
creating all of the harmful societal side effects. 

 


