
 

 

Public Policy Priorities  
83rd Legislative Session 
 
The Commissioners of the CLC have reviewed and approved the following public policy 
priorities for the 83rd session of the Texas Legislature. These priorities, in a number of 
different issue areas, will direct the work of the CLC public policy staff. 
 
This list of issues and priorities is by no means exhaustive or fully inclusive of all the 
advocacy work to be done by the CLC. Each legislative session is unique and poses its 
own challenges and opportunities for a positive impact at the capitol and in the state. 
Many bills will be filed in each of our issue areas. The CLC will be monitoring their 
progress and taking appropriate action in support and opposition as the session 
develops. In addition, the staff will be monitoring bills pertaining to religious liberty, 
family life and health and long term care. 
 
At least 37 members of the legislature will be new this session. As such, the CLC will 
spend time establishing new relationships, educating new lawmakers about who we are 
and about the issues important to us. Though there is an overall improved economic 
picture in the state generating increased tax revenue, there is a continued need for 
additional revenue at a time when raising revenue is politically difficult. Just as last 
session, the CLC is concerned with where and how the state will find new revenue. We 
encourage the state to seek equitable means of revenue generation that will grow with 
demand and not burden those who can least afford it. We are hopeful that the 83rd 
Legislature will seek to restore some of the budget cuts to vital state services as well as 
those made to public education last session.   
 
Throughout the session the CLC will be sending regular updates on the status of a 
variety of issues and will periodically send more time-sensitive alerts to let people know 
when their voice can have the greatest impact with lawmakers.  
 
Alcohol and Addiction 

 Support raising the excise tax on beer, wine and spirits in order to reduce under-

age drinking and raise revenue for both public education and general revenue  

 Promote regulatory programs targeting sellers, parents, and other adults, 

including social host and keg registration legislation 

 Support the development and expansion of re-entry programs for ex-offenders 

who have successfully completed drug rehabilitation, including access to basic 



 

 

safety-net services for those who have completed their sentence  

Criminal Justice 
 

 Adopt safeguards to detect and protect innocence throughout the Texas criminal 

justice proceedings  

 Advocate for continued improvements in the juvenile justice system including 

measures that promote rehabilitation and community-based treatment  

 Support efforts to assist in the transition of ex-offenders to become productive 

members of society 

 Support the chaplain corps within the Texas Department of Criminal Justice 

(TDCJ), including access to chaplain services by all inmates 

Education 
 

 Promote the expansion of adult literacy and learning through workforce 

development, postsecondary access and expansion of ESL  

 Support teacher training and family incentives to expand dropout prevention and 

drop out recovery programs  

 Support parental choice within public school systems, standards of excellence 

and accountability for Texas charter schools and oppose providing public money 

for private sectarian use including vouchers 

 Support a quality public education for all Texas students, as required by the 

Texas Constitution  

Energy and Environment 
 

 Advocate fair electricity rates for churches and nonprofits that recognize their 

unique usage patterns  

 Support policies to meet the increasing energy demand in Texas, including clean 

and efficient energy options 

 Encourage programs that facilitate the recycling and responsible disposal of 



 

 

electronic waste 

 Create and promote incentive programs for churches and other nonprofit 

organizations that make investments in on-site energy upgrades more affordable  

 Support water planning, conservation, and efficiency measures to ensure 

sufficient resources for the growing population of Texas  

Gambling Expansion 
 

 Oppose the introduction and expansion of predatory gambling enterprises 

including casinos in order to fund state revenue 

 Support enhanced regulation, prosecution and penalties for 8-liner machine 

operators  

 Work to defeat Internet gambling expansion efforts at both the federal and state 

levels 

 Complete the sunset review process to abolish the Texas Lottery, a program that 

has not raised revenue as promised and has preyed upon the poor 

Hunger and Nutrition  
 

 Strengthen programs to prevent hunger among high need populations including 
children, homeless, rural and the elderly 
 

 Improve access to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
through outreach and technology to help eligible families avoid food insecurity 
and afford a nutritious diet 
 

 Support local and fresh food access for all Texans by supporting community 
gardens, urban agriculture programs, and farmer’s market across the state 

 
 Promote WIC and SNAP access at farmer’s markets  

 

 Support nutrition education designed to decrease obesity among Texans, 
especially those that rely on social safety-net programs 

 
Human Trafficking and Immigration 
 

 Protect and care for victims of human trafficking, including adjustments in the 



 

 

regulatory structure to accommodate best practices for victim services  

 Give law enforcement the tools to pursue those who trade in and profit from 

human trafficking 

 Support border security and law enforcement policies consistent with 

humanitarian values, and provide appropriate training for law enforcement 

 Work to pass comprehensive immigration reform on the national level  

Predatory Lending 

 Support regulations that will reduce the cost of small dollar lending in Texas and 

prevent contracts that result in an endless cycle of debt 

 Strengthen data reporting requirements to ensure a clear understanding of the 

small dollar lending market and its impact 

 Support legislative efforts to create or enhance the availability of alternative small 

dollar loan products 

 Encourage vigorous enforcement the federal Military Lending Act and provide 

the strongest possible protection for our service members 

 Limit fees charged on payday and auto title loans, bringing them in line with 

other consumer credit options 

 Protect the right of local municipalities to enact ordinances stronger than state 

consumer protections 

Miscellaneous  

 Support quality of health care improvements and strengthen Texas’ long term 

care infrastructure 

 Support budget transparency to ensure state funds are spent appropriately 

 Provide access to health insurance for all children in Texas 

 Maintain and protect our family-friendly tourism industry and other family-

friendly businesses in Texas 


