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It seems almost inevitable that the Legislature is going to pass some form of gambling 
initiative. Lawmakers seem determined to raise the rate of poverty, crime, unemployment 
and domestic violence in our state. 
 
Lawmakers don’t have a problem with increasing the homeless population. According to 
a study by a noted sociology professor at the University of  Nevada, almost a quarter of 
the homeless in Las Vegas ended up on the streets from gambling. 
 
Lawmakers also seem to like addiction. Experts say at least half of gambling addicts also 
are addicted to other substances, particularly alcohol. 
 
And you know what addicts do? They break into cars and homes to get the money for 
their “fix.”  They steal their children’s college funds, their spouse’s credit cards, hock 
their valuables and stop making the mortgage payments. They lose their jobs. When 
things get really bad, they erupt in rage or commit suicide. 
 
Of course, lawmakers think it’s all OK because those problems are nothing compared to 
the good cause they are promoting: Easy money for education.  
 
Lawmakers must find it attractive that statistics show the majority of those who lose their 
money gambling are poor African Americans and Hispanics. Many of the lawmakers 
pushing the gambling legislation are Democrats, the party that always claims to care most 
about minorities. It’s the same political party that seems confused about why so many 
folks find fault with the Democrats’ moral compass. 
 
Some lawmakers would have you believe that video lottery terminals, a fancy name for 
slot machines, wouldn’t be so bad. The state of South Carolina thought that too. They 
allowed them then when they found themselves messed up with criminal elements and 
the side effects of the social ills, they tried to restrict their use. The gaming industry sued 
over the restrictions, costing the state millions in legal costs. They dumped millions into a 
political campaign to defeat the Republican governor who wanted to ban the video 
terminals. 
 
That is another reality of the gambling industry. It’s not just that they spend millions of 
dollars lobbying our lawmakers to pass gambling legislation, but when they get what they 
want, they will do everything they can financially to influence who gets elected in Texas. 
And they have the money to do it.  
 
And it could go farther. Does anyone remember AzScam? In Arizona, several lawmakers 
took big piles of cash from what they thought were gambling interests. The Legislators 
promised to vote for gambling in exchange for the cash and lucrative business deals. 
Turns out it was a sting operation and the lawmakers were revealed as crooks. Yes, it was 
a set up, but the point is when big cash and personal prosperity is waived in front of 



lawmakers, many cannot resist the temptation. And the billions controlled by the 
gambling industry is very tempting. 
Before lawmakers vote on gambling – before they decide whether to allow gambling to 
destroy the social fabric of families, increase crime and allow outsiders to decide who 
gets elected in Texas, they would do well to reflect on the words of a centuries-old 
prayer: 
 
“Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


