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Faith in the justice system is an es-
sential element for a healthy society.  
The foundation of our justice system 
is “innocent until proven guilty 
beyond a reasonable doubt.”   

For Christians, even more important 
are the myriad of verses about God’s 
nature, His love for justice and His 
protection for the innocent.   
 
An important aspect of the modern 
era is the advancement of technology 
leading to the discovery of proof that 
vindicates the innocent.  In Texas, the 
criminal justice system functions with 
a “finality of the conviction.”  This 
means that on appeal, no new evi-
dence can be entered and only the 

proceedings of the original 
trial can be reviewed.  Until 
recently, this “finality of con-
viction” prevented justice in 
cases where DNA could exon-
erate an offender.  
 
“If you had known what ‘I want 
mercy and not sacrifice’ 
means, you would not have 
condemned the inno-
cent” (Mathew 12:7)  
 
“What I like best is showing 
kindness, justice, and mercy 
to everyone on earth.” (Jer. 
21:22) 
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Safeguard ing  InnocenceSa feguard ing  InnocenceSa feguard ing  InnocenceSa feguard ing  Innocence     
    
 

    
    

““““Make sure the Make sure the Make sure the Make sure the 
poor are given poor are given poor are given poor are given 
equal justice in equal justice in equal justice in equal justice in 
court.”  court.”  court.”  court.”      
Exodus 23:6  Exodus 23:6  Exodus 23:6  Exodus 23:6      
 

Discovering and proving guilt keep our citi-
zens safe from crime.  As a society we rely on 
sound procedures throughout the prosecution 
process and the competence of attorneys and 
law enforcement professionals.  We rely on 
judges and juries to have a full range of tools 
in order to ensure justice. 
Indigent Defense –Since 2001, Texas has 
taken important steps to ensure more compe-

tent legal representation for all the ac-
cused regardless of income.  The CLC 
supports all efforts to improve adequate 
defense council for all Texas, especially in 
capital cases.  Also, we support greater 
access to attorneys to assist with obtaining 
access to post-conviction DNA testing 
required by law in the 77th legislature. 
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♦  Innocence: Faith in the justice system is essential, there are current bills that provide the next steps for 
safeguarding innocence by changing the laws to allow new evidence of innocence. 

♦ Guilt: Discovering and proving guilt keep our citizens safe from crime.  
♦ Re-Entry Into Society:  It is in our best interest to find those ways that heal wounds, not create new 

ones.  The current system of DPS not accepting a prison ID in order to get a work ready ID is illogical and 
creates an undue burden on the parolee.   

♦ Accuracy of the Evidence: Neither innocence nor guilt can be adequately determined without accuracy of 
evidence used in criminal procedures. The recent debacle at the Houston Crime Lab is the most egregious.  
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person is executed, is the 
system still just?  In the last 
twenty years, deathpenalty.org 
reports that 102 innocent men 
have been sentenced to death.  
Since the advent of DNA, 
many have been proven inno-
cent.  Some were not so lucky. 
 
“If you had known what “I “If you had known what “I “If you had known what “I “If you had known what “I 
want mercy and not sacrifice” want mercy and not sacrifice” want mercy and not sacrifice” want mercy and not sacrifice” 
means, you would not have means, you would not have means, you would not have means, you would not have 
condemned the innocent” condemned the innocent” condemned the innocent” condemned the innocent” 
Matthew 12:7Matthew 12:7Matthew 12:7Matthew 12:7    

Life without Parole – Texas 
now joins 47 other states in 
allowing their juries the sen-
tencing option of life without 
parole.  Juries have two 
choices: 1) the death penalty or 
2) life without parole.  This 
change in Texas law:  
 
Is tough on crime.  Texans 
say what they mean and life 
should mean life.  Protects the 
juror who is hearing a trial and 
is thinking “God, I don’t know if I 
can live with myself if I sen-
tence another human being 
only 18 years old to death.  On 

the other hand, I do not want to 
be responsible if there is any 
possibility of this cold blooded 
killer getting back out into soci-
ety. 
 
Is cheaper.  It currently costs 2.8 
million dollars to try one capital 
case from trial, through the ap-
peals, until the final closure of 
the case, i.e. execution.  This is 
over twice the costs of keeping a 
person in prison for life which is 
$700,000. 
 
Recognizes that humans are 
fallible. When even one innocent 

Accuracy  o f  the  Ev idenceAccuracy  o f  the  Ev idenceAccuracy  o f  the  Ev idenceAccuracy  o f  the  Ev idence     

Additional reform is needed: 

♦ To create independently run 
crime labs with properly trained 
employees that are not under 
the control of local police de-
partments.  

♦ To investigate other state 
crime labs which have inaccu-
racies and inconsistencies like 
the Lubbock crime lab that 
wrongly convicted Brandon 
Moon, an El Paso resident of 
rape. 

♦ To create a commission to look 
into the problem of wrongful 
convictions and the use of the 
death penalty in Texas. 

Neither innocence nor guilt can be 
adequately determined without accu-
racy of evidence used in criminal 
procedures.  Crime labs across the 
state from McAllen to Lubbock have 
revealed numerous problems.  The 
recent debacle at the Houston 
Crime Lab is the most egregious.  In 
2002 an independent audit of the lab 
revealed: 
♦ Lab workers insufficiently 

trained 
♦ Equipment not maintained 
♦ Lab not designed to provide 

adequate security and to mini-
mize contamination 

♦ Leaks in roof jeopardize evi-
dence 

♦ Failed to calibrate equipment 
and instruments used in DNA 
testing 

♦ Analysts might have exagger-
ated statistics in some in-
stances 

♦ Trial testimony over several 
years had been based on ques-
tionable lab results 

♦ Lack of Basic Record Keeping 
The evidence which could have 
proved the guilt or innocence of 
many Houstonians has been de-

stroyed, contaminated, or simply 
missing. 
Of the 8,000 affected cases: 
♦ 28 of those cases involved 

death row inmates 
♦ 20 of those inmates have al-

ready been executed, one died 
of natural causes 

♦ 7 await execution 
All the cases were tried before the 
widespread use of DNA technology.   
Josiah Sutton and George Rodri-
guez have already been exonerated.  
In re-examining the DNA evidence 
which Houston “experts” testified to 
in the original trial, it has been 
shown they, at the very least, exag-
gerated the evidence.  Dr. William 
Thompson said “the testimony made 
it seem as if this was an exact 
match, and it was not.  In fact, this 
profile would have matched one in 8 
black men in Houston.” 
A moratorium is needed on those 
convictions arising out of the trou-
bled HPD crime lab where there are 
known widespread inaccuracies.  It 
is only fair and just for a  moratorium 
to go into effect until a full investiga-
tion brings about clear and definitive 
answers. 
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In Houston, 280 boxes 

were mislabeled and full 

of untagged evidence, 

affecting over 8,000 cases. 

Juvenile Death Penalty 
Struck Down 
March 1, 2005   

    
    
“Don’t bring false charges “Don’t bring false charges “Don’t bring false charges “Don’t bring false charges 
against anyone or sentence an against anyone or sentence an against anyone or sentence an against anyone or sentence an 
innocent person to death.  I will innocent person to death.  I will innocent person to death.  I will innocent person to death.  I will 
condemn those that do.”  Exo-condemn those that do.”  Exo-condemn those that do.”  Exo-condemn those that do.”  Exo-
dus 23:7dus 23:7dus 23:7dus 23:7    
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and greater access to employ-
ment.  Issuing a work ready ID 
straight from the TDCJ, in 
cooperation with the DPS, 
would aid in security and 
tracking of recently released 
prisoners.   
It is in our best interest to 
find those ways that heal 
wounds, not create new 
ones.  The prisoners who are 
being released discover that 
the community cannot accept 
them as ex-prisoners, and 
they conceal that part of their 
past.  Lingering prison convic-
tions follow the ex-offender 
who is trying to put their life 
back together with the feeling 
of being untouchable.  This is 
amplified when employers 
refuse to hire them.  It is easy 
to be vengeful and say they 
should feel this shame for 
their actions, however, Christ 
knew the importance of both 
confession and forgiveness so 
that we may be reconciled.   
Forgiving our neighbor sev-
enty times seven and turning 
the other cheek may be tough 
mandates and tempting to 
look over, but they are essen-
tial for a healthy society.  It is 
for this reason, we must have 
re-entry programs based on 
restorative justice to help 
those who have paid their 
debts to society and now wish 

Every year 60,000 ex-
offenders who have re-
ceived punishment and 
paid their debts re-enter 
Texas communities.  The 
question is “how are we go-
ing to help them re-enter?”  

Calls from our pastors in 
prison ministries remind us,  
“every time that a prisoner 
gets locked up, a family 
goes into crisis.  As a re-
sult, we are unraveling the 
fabric of our society at the 
lowest levels, and we are 
creating what could be a 
permanent underclass.  
“Our system is aiding that 

process.” -Emmett Solomon, 

Restorative Justice Minis-

tries 

The Probation System of 
Texas must become more 
efficient.  Of the 77,000 
people sent to prison last 
year, 30,000 of them were 
sent because of revocation 
of parole or probation.  40% 
of the 30,000 were for not 
filing the conditions of proba-
tion.  Probation in Texas 
lasts for 10 years, a violation 
can consist of showing up at 
8:01 a.m. for an 8:00 a.m. 
meeting.  This is unfair to a 
person who has worked for 5 
years, is in a stable paying 
job and has made long term 

improvements in their life. 
We cannot afford to keep eve-

ryone behind bars.” said Ray 

Allen (R) House Corrections 

Committee.  

Statistics show: 
⇒ Prisons are at 97.3% 

capacity. 
⇒ It costs $45 a day to keep 

a convict; it costs only $2 
to keep someone on pro-
bation. 

⇒ Deferred prosecution for 
low-level non-violent first 
time offenders. 

⇒ Increase treatment pro-
grams.  Putting drug and 
alcohol addicts in prison 
does nothing to treat and 
break the addiction.  It 
may even expose non-
violent offenders to more 
violent criminals. Treat-
ment is a proven solution 
and leads to rehabilitation 
and productive members 
of society.  Incarceration 
is proven not to be as 
effective a solution or as 
fiscally prudent.    

The current system of DPS 
not accepting a prison ID in 
order to get a work ready ID 
is illogical and creates an 
undue burden on the pa-
rolee.  An important way to 
strengthen the re-entry proc-
ess for ex-offenders and pa-
rolees is  with work ready ID’s 
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True reconciliation is based on 

forgiveness, and forgiveness is 

based on true confession, and 

confession is based on sorrow 

for what you have 

done...confession, forgiveness 

and reconciliation are not just 

airy-fairy religious and spiritual 

things.  They are the stuff of 

practical politics...we must go to 

the root, remove that which is 

festering, cleanses and cauterize, 

and then a new beginning is a 

possibility.”  

Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

“What I like best is showing kindness, justice, and mercy to everyone on earth.”  Jeremiah 21:22“What I like best is showing kindness, justice, and mercy to everyone on earth.”  Jeremiah 21:22“What I like best is showing kindness, justice, and mercy to everyone on earth.”  Jeremiah 21:22“What I like best is showing kindness, justice, and mercy to everyone on earth.”  Jeremiah 21:22    
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