
Baptist Child & Family Services 

Asemnet Segura-Director of  

Extended and Foster Care 

909 N. E. Loop 410, Suite 800 

San Antonio, Texas 78209 

210-674-3010 ext. 248 

210-832-5005 fax 

asegura@bcfs.net 

 

Buckner Children and Family  

Services 

Sandra Tucker-Foster Care  

Recruiter 

5200 S. Buckner Road 

Dallas, Texas 75227 

214-321-4530 

smcatee@buckner.org 

 

Buckner Children and Family  

Services 

David Chandler-Director 

5200 S. Buckner Road 

Dallas, Texas 75227 

214-328-3141 

dchandler@buckner.org 

 

Methodist Children’s Homes 

Debbie Sapp-Community Services  

Administrator 

1111 Hering 

Waco, Texas 76708 

254-750-1260 

254-750-1260 fax 

debbiesapp@yahoo.com 

 

South Texas Children’s Home 

Mark Childs-Vice President 

P.O. Box 1210 

Beeville, Texas 78104 

361-375-2101 

361-375-2271 fax 

mchilds@stch.org 

Texas Department of Family and 

Protective Services 

Norton Teutsch-Division  

Administrator/Placement  

Services 

701 W. 51st Street 

Austin, Texas 78714 

512-438-2939 

512-438-3782 fax 

norton.teutsch@dfps.state.tx.us 

 

The Honorable Steve Ogden 

Texas Senate 

P.O. Box 12068-Capital Station 

Austin, Texas 78711 

512-463-5713 

512-463-5713 fax 

steve.ogden@senate.state.tx.us 

 

Baptist General Convention of Texas 

Suzii Paynter-Director,  

Citizenship and Public Policy 

814 San Jacinto 

Austin, Texas 78701 

512-473-2288 

512-473-2707 fax 

suzii.paynter@bgct.org 

 

Baptist General Convention of Texas 

Phil Strickland-Director,  

Christian Ethics and Public Life 

333 N. Washington 

Dallas, Texas 75246 

214-828-5198 

214-828-5187 fax 

Contact Information 

“It is easy to love your own children  
because God has given you those  
children, but to love children that God 
has laid upon you is a precious love.    
It is a wonderful love.” 

-Buckner Foster Parent 

Your Congregation Can Help!!! 

Embracing People. 
 
Empowering Lives. 
 
Glorifying God. 

Congregations 

Helping 

In 

Love and 

Dedication 

Congregations Helping 

in Love and Dedication 

(CHILD) is a unique 

collaboration between 

Texas’ faith-based com-

munities and Child 

Protective Services to 

find loving homes for 

children who have 

come into the state’s 

care due to abuse and 

neglect. 

How can the Faith-Based  

Communities Help? 
-Establish faith-based care as a ministry within 
local congregation 
-Identify 2-3 families willing to become foster 
parents 
-Allow use of congregation’s facilities for train-
ing of foster families 
-Local congregation can provide support to 
foster care parents in congregation by  
 *Babysitting 
 *Respite care 
 *Day Care 
 *Enrichment activities 
-Develop plans to inform congregations 
-Communicate with other faith-based col-
leagues 
-Local congregations develop plans with PRS  
Liaisons 

Already… 

7 Families have been recruited 
and licensed thru CHILD 

30 families are in the home 
study process 



 

Passed! 

Senate Bill 1489 

Church Goers Recognized by Texas as  
Good Foster Parents. 

(So much so, legislation passed a bill to recruit them.) 

Senate Bill 1489 

Author: Senator 

Steve Ogden  

Bryan College 

Station 

Summary of Legislation 

The Texas Department of  

Family and Protective Services 

shall develop a statewide  

program to recruit and/or retain 

foster parents from faith-based 

organizations. 

 
FOSTER PARENT RECRUITEMENT. 

Sec. 264.133 

 

(a) In this section “faith-based  

organization” means an organization 

exempt from federal income tax  

under Section 501 (a) of the Internal 

Revenue Code by being listed as an 

exempt organization in Section 501 

(c)(3) of that code and organized for 

religious purposes. 

(b) The department shall develop a 

statewide program to recruit and/or 

retain foster parents from  

faith-based organizations.   

As a part of  the program the de-

partment shall: 

 

(1) communicate to prospective 

foster parents under this section 

the department’s need for foster 

parents, the requirements for be-

coming a foster parent, and any 

other aspect of the foster care pro-

gram that is necessary to recruit 

foster parents; and  

(2) provide training for prospec-

tive foster parents recruited under 

this section. 

 
IMMUNITY FROM LIABILITY 

Sec. 264.114 

 

(a) A faith-based organization that 

participates in a program under this 

section and the organization’s volun-

teers and employees shall be immune 

from liability as provided in Chapter 

84, Civil Practice Code. 

(b) A faith-based organization that 

provides financial or other assistance 

to a person who is a foster parent or to 

members of the person’s household is 

not liable for damages arising out of 

conduct of the foster parent or  

members of the person’s household. 

• History of family from abuse or 

neglect 

• Family crises due to loss of 

job, illness, incarceration or 
personal emotional needs 

• Crises related to alcoholism or 

drug dependency 

• A history of family conflict and 

an unwillingness or inability to 
resolve issues 

Children who 

need Foster Care 

Foster Care is not  

a lifetime of commitment to 

a child; rather it is a 

commitment to be 

meaningful in a  

child’s lifetime. 

- Buckner Mission Statement 

• Must be at least 21 years of 

age 

• Can be married (for at least 

two years) or single 

• Attend pre-service training 

and participate in a home 

study 

• Must allow criminal history 

and child abuse back-

ground checks 

I encourage Texans to remember 

that we all have a responsibility to 

safeguard the children of our great 

state.  Let us support the tireless 

efforts of adoptive parents, who do 

so much to strengthen and improve 

our families, our communities and 

our state.   

-Governor Rick Perry 

Who can 

be a  

Foster Parent? 

Sometimes,  

it takes a congregation to 

raise a child. 


