
Resolution of the Christian Life Commission  
Texas Baptists and the Immigrant Children Crisis 

 
Whereas, an urgent humanitarian situation confronts the United States and Texas, in particular, 
as thousands of Central American children and teenagers are seeking deliverance from poverty 
and violence by crossing the United States’ southern border; and 
 
Whereas, U.S. Customs and Border Protection agents have apprehended more than 46,000 
unaccompanied minors since October 1, 2013 and estimates apprehensions this year may reach 
90,000; and  
 
Whereas, increasing numbers of minors are coming from the Central American nations of 
Honduras, Guatemala, and El Salvador, where poverty is widespread and violence is rising; and 
 
Whereas, these children, once in the United States, require proper care and supervision; and 
 
Whereas, the U.S. has an overburdened immigration court system and a confusing policy 
framework; and 
 
Whereas, unaccompanied minors who come to the United States often end up staying for years 
before their cases are resolved;  and 
 
Whereas, some communities have expressed hostility toward these children; and 
 
Whereas, these children are not at fault either for the circumstances in their home countries or for 
the confusion created by human smugglers and American policy; 
 
Therefore be it resolved, the Texas Baptist Christian Life Commission encourages Texas 
Baptists to remember the many biblical injunctions about caring for the “stranger” or immigrant, 
as reflected in the words of Jesus, “I was a stranger and you welcomed me;” and 
 
Be it further resolved, the CLC encourages Texas Baptists to create welcoming communities in 
the various places where these immigrant children are being housed; and 
 
Be it further resolved, the CLC affirms the work of Texas Baptist Men; Baptist Child and Family 
Services; and other individuals, churches and institutions that are helping care for these children; 
and 
 
Be it further resolved, the CLC asks Texas Baptists to help secure housing facilities in their 
communities and identify bilingual case workers, licensed clinicians, mental health 
professionals, and immigration lawyers to serve two-week stints in facilities; and 
 
Be it further resolved, the CLC encourages Texas Baptists to respond to the need for spiritual 
support and pastoral services for these children; and 
 



Be it further resolved, the CLC encourages individuals and churches to communicate with their 
networks in Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador that the journey is dangerous and 
misinformation is being spread in their countries about the situation that awaits them in the 
United States; and   
 
Be it finally resolved, the CLC encourages churches to promote seasons of prayer for the people 
of Central America, for the children who have traveled to the United States, and for the 
American agencies and individuals responding to the crisis. 
  


