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 DALLAS—The Texas Baptist Christian Life Commission has joined the call for a 

moratorium on the death penalty. 

 The moral concerns and public policy agency of the Baptist General Convention 

of Texas voted Jan. 10 to call for a moratorium on capital punishment, declaring the 

system “unfair” and “broken.” 

As part of its public policy agenda for the Texas Legislature, the commission also 

agreed to support legislation that would allow life without parole as a sentencing option 

for Texas juries. 

 The commission, underscoring that its role is to speak to Texas Baptists and not 

for Texas Baptists on moral and ethical issues, also approved an extensive report 

examining the issue of capital punishment from biblical, historical and social justice 

perspectives. 

 The report concludes, “In the final analysis, biblical teaching does not support 

capital punishment as it is practiced in contemporary society.” 

 Furthermore, the report states, “the practice of capital punishment in our nation 

and state is an affront to biblical justice, both in terms of its impact on the marginalized in 

society and in terms of simple fairness.  How can we perpetuate a system which is clearly 

so unfair and so broken?” 

 The way Texas applies the death penalty is unjust in terms of its impact on racial 

minorities, the poor, juvenile offenders and inmates who are mistakenly convicted, 

according to the report. 

 “Racism in sentencing is not a relic of the past,” the report asserts, noting studies 

that show the race of the victim and the defendant have a direct bearing on sentencing. 

 The commission’s report states that a Texan who murders a white person is five 

times more likely to be sentenced to death than a Texan who murders an African 

American.  And white Texans rarely receive the death penalty for killing black people. 

 “Statistically, race is more likely to affect death sentencing than smoking affects 

the likelihood of dying from heart disease.  While the latter evidence has produced 

significant legal and societal changes, racism continues to be a dominant factor in the 

administration of the death penalty,” the report states. 

 The commission’s report also points to discrimination based on economic class, 

saying, “A defendant’s poverty, lack of firm social standing in the community, and 

inadequate legal representation at trial or on appeal are all common factors among death-

row populations.” 
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