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--Against HB 9 

    HJR 94 
    HJR 3 
    HJR 4  

 
My name is Van Christian and I’m from Comanche, Texas.  By the way Chairman Keffer, 
I was in Eastland yesterday and I want to assure you that it is still there and functioning 
although I’m sure they miss you very much.  I am here as a private citizen.  I want 
everyone to know I am here on my own dime and my own time and this is my first ever 
experience with anything like this.  As a private citizen, to come and to be apart of this 
process has been quite a learning experience for me today.  The first thing I learned 
today is that I didn’t need to leave Comanche at 7:30 this morning to be here for a 10:30 
meeting.  Second thing that I’ve learned and I want to express to you all is the fact that a 
private citizen can come from Comanche can sign up and testify before you and that it is 
even possible much less that you would wait until midnight to hear him is an impressive 
thing to me as a voter and a citizen and I appreciate that very much from all of you.   
 
I have to admit that I’m a little troubled by what I’ve sat through today.  I’ve learned a 
great deal about Video Lottery Terminals.  I’ve learned that if we’ll put them in then we 
flip a switch and we get that billion-dollar check.  I learned that all of the gambling 
interests will only be directed toward people that can afford to do it.  I’ve learned that 
Video Lottery Terminals will enable us to become the greatest horse racing state in the 
Union, even more than Kentucky, raise billions of dollars for our horse industry which will 
then permeate down into every single occupation in the state of Texas right down to me.  
I’ve just learned incredible things; that it will decrease our crime rate, it will provide 
everything, I guess the only thing I’m surprised I didn’t hear is that Video Lottery 
Terminals will cure cancer.  But maybe that’s coming, I don’t know.   
 
What troubles is that you know it’s not right.  One of the things that we heard today that 
was very bothersome to me was in one particular presentation; we heard that you need 
to trust the statistics even when it goes against your common sense.  Well, where I 
come from, that is just not going to fly.  Your common sense tells you that the things you 
have been told today are not true. Your common sense says that what you hear in 
response to the issue of video lottery terminals is not true.  You have heard that 
increasing the places to gamble will not affect problem gamblers in our state. Oh no, that 
is not going to matter at all.  You common sense tells you that indeed it will. 
 
Well I’m from Comanche which is pretty much directly in the center of Texas we are 
equidistantly far away from Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Mexico and I’ve got 
people that are clawing at themselves to go gamble.  I’ve got problem addicted gamblers 
in my community and they have to travel that far.  Now your common sense is going to 
tell you that if you set up these lottery terminals within 50 miles, they are going to fall 
over themselves to get to do that.  If I can make a comparison; I’m pretty addicted to 
food, I like to eat, I’m pretty hungry right now as a matter of fact since I didn’t go to 
supper because I sat through all these proceedings.  Well why did I sit through all that?  
Because it would have been inconvenient for me to have gone out and go to dinner, I 
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might have missed my chance to speak.  It was inconvenient and not a good thing for 
me to go.  But if you’d have set up a buffet bar over here you know, I’ll go through and I’ll 
eat my food here while I’m listening to you.  Well it’s the same thing; having to go to New 
Mexico and Louisiana and Oklahoma and Mexico.  Bring it here where I can reach it 
within 50 miles and I’m going to go every opportunity that I get, and spend every amount 
that I possibly can to do that if I’m a problem gambler.   
 
Now even the statistics that we heard presented was that—oh well, its just 1.8 % that 
are truly problematic addicted gamblers.  Well if my math is right according to the 
population of the state of Texas that’s 400,000 people; 400,000 people that are going to 
be given the opportunity to go and spend more money and more money and more 
money.  Again, if the statistics that we’ve been quoted are right, you know they are going 
to spend 37% of all that’s spent.  Common sense tells you that that’s what’s gonna 
happen to our problem gamblers they are gonna come from everywhere even more 
frequently than they can now.  Is that a problem?  Well not if you’re just talking about 
400,000 people.   
 
But what if you’re talking about my friend Terry that lives in Comanche that is an 
addicted gambler that I have watched suffer through the loss of his family, his home, his 
job, everything that he’s got because he can’t quit playing the slots.  Or my friend Lamon 
also right there in Comanche that suffered through the exact same kind of things.  I don’t 
want to talk about 1.8 %, I don’t want to talk about 400,000 people I want to talk about 
the people that I know that this is gonna hurt.  I am sorry.  I sympathize dearly with the 
horse racing people that were here today.  They are facing tremendous loss, their 
industry is crumbling and they are in a world of hurt, but I don’t want to save their jobs on 
the back of 400,000 other people’s jobs.  It’s not worth that sacrifice and your common 
sense tells you that.   
 
We heard tonight that, well, gambling is going on in Texas, you know, we might as well 
get a piece of it.  Everybody is gonna do it, we just might as well get some.  Well that 
may be the stupidest argument I’ve ever heard in my life.  I believe, if I’m correct, and I 
haven’t checked any current statistics, and I couldn’t give you the numbers, but I’m 
pretty sure that cocaine trafficking, prostitution and other things are going on right here in 
the state of Texas.  Well, why doesn’t the state of Texas get a little piece of that?  
Because we know that it’s wrong. Your common sense tells you that.  As a Joe Blow, 
private citizen, I don’t want to believe that my elected legislators are as naive as I believe 
you have been treated tonight.  I think you’re smarter than that.   I just don’t think you’re 
going to fall for it.  For the sake of the state of Texas, I hope that you don’t.   
 
To me, the whole gambling issue is like gambling.  In the 80’s we had a budget problem.  
We were promised a jackpot of 100 million dollars a year in direct tax revenue from 
horse racing.  So, we decided to put the proposal into legislation and we pulled the slot.  
Chunk, chunk, chunk—no pay off.  In the 1990’s, we again have this budget short fall, 
education is in a bad way so lets pass the lottery.  We’ll fix all our education and general 
revenue woes—this is the big jack pot.  So we put another piece of legislation in the slot 
machine and pulled the handle, chunk, chunk, chunk—no pay off.  Here we are again.  
Let’s save the horse racing industry; let’s get billions of dollars that are going to flow to 
everybody.  All we have to do is put the legislation in and pull the handle and it’s gonna 
pay off.  Well its not, your common sense tells you that.  The whole premise of gambling 
is that the house wins and the players lose.  It’s a simple fact.  I don’t want the state of 
Texas to be the players that lose.   
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The difference between addicted gamblers and recreational gamblers is that a 
recreational gambler can walk away when they see they can’t win.  I’m asking you to 
show the state of Texas that you can walk away when you see that you can’t win.   Show 
your constituents and that you are not gonna keep pulling the lever time and time and 
time again hoping that the big jack pot is gonna pay off because I think you’re smarter 
than that.  I don’t have any facts.  The other thing I learned is that I didn’t bring anything 
to pass out to you.  I don’t have anything with pretty pictures.  I’ll do better next time.  
But, if you have any questions, I’d be glad to try and answer them. 
 
--Thank you for staying around thank you for your testimony we appreciate it.   
 
 


