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* Whereas, the cuts of more than 40% of Correctional Chaplains has brought about major 
reductions in the volunteer ministry in the institutions . 
* Whereas a well established principle calls for a government provided chaplaincy.  
When government arbitrarily moves its citizens around, it is responsible for the mental, 
physical and spiritual wellbeing of those citizens; hence it provides psychiatric services, 
medical services and spiritual services.  

Therefore be it resolved that TDCJ and TYC maintain all current Correctional 
Chaplain positions and support no more reductions of staff in the next biennium. 

 
* Whereas the possibility of early release gives probationers incentives for compliance.  
Long probation extensions (up to ten years) increase the likelihood that probationers will 
eventually fail to meet their probation terms and return to prison. Technical revocations 
(no new offense) are devastating to offenders and their families.  

Therefore be it resolved that Texas  
• Encourage more frequent use of the early dismissal option by granting a annual 

judicial review for successful probationers (no violations) and adjudication 
probationers. 

• The Texas Legislature, Department of Criminal Justice, and the Governor’s 
Criminal Justice Division should increase funding and award grant funds for 
evidence-based alternatives to incarceration.      

• Every ex-offender released from prison have their official ID in hand, instead 
of waiting 9 weeks, so that they may seek employment immediately.  

 
*Whereas eight (8) people have been exonerated and freed from Texas death row and  
two (2) Texas death row cases are currently receiving judicial review on the question of 
factual innocence.   

Therefore be it resolved that Texas adopt safeguards to protect innocence and 
adopt the American Bar Association’s standards for the appointment and 
performance of attorneys in capital cases.   

 
*Whereas confidence in criminal conviction is a foundation of the criminal justice 
system, and whereas problems with the crime labs in Harris County (Texas largest 
county) are eroding public reliability in criminal convictions. 

Therefore be it resolved that a moratorium on Harris County executions be called 
until all un-inventoried evidence is processed. 
 

*Whereas Texas does not have a life-in-prison-without-parole option and juries now have 
only two (2) options in capital cases: death penalty or life-in-prison-with-parole options 
after 40 years; and  
*Whereas, forty-seven (47) other states have a life-without-parole sentencing option and 
are capable of handling these prisoners in disciplined fashion. 

Therefore be it resolved that Texas provide a life-without-parole sentencing 
option to equip Texas juries with reasonable options for sentencing and help 
ensure that offenders will not pose a danger to public again.  




