
TEACHERS and MINISTERS CAN HELP STOP CHILD ABUSE 

 
In Texas, the law requires that any person who believes or has knowledge that a child 

(anyone under 18 years of age) is being abused or neglected must make a report to the 

appropriate authorities  This must be done within 48 hours.  There is no exemption from 

this requirement for clergy, physicians, mental health professionals, or teachers.   

 
REPORTING CHILD ABUSE  

If the suspected abuser is a family member or primary caregiver, call Child 

Protective Services: 1-800-252-5400 or 512-834-3784.  

Clergy may also report online at www.reportabuse.ws (log in as “professional”; password 

is “report 1”)  

 

If the abuser is other than a family member or primary caregiver report to a local 

law enforcement agency.  

 
Law requires: Family Code of Texas.  “A person commits an offense if the person has 

cause to believe that a child’s welfare has been or may be further adversely affected by 

abuse or neglect and knowingly fails to report in accordance with Section 34.02 of this 

Code”.  

Another section describes that only attorney’s are exempt from the provisions:  

“In any proceeding regarding the abuse or neglect of a child or the cause of any 

abuse or neglect, evidence may not be excluded on the ground of privileged 

communication except in the case of communications between attorney and 

client.”  

 

Richard Hammer, in Pastor, Church & Law, Third Edition, cites an example:  

“A Texas court noted that the duty to report child abuse in Texas ‘is sweeping and 

makes no exceptions for clergy, physicians, mental health professionals or 

teachers.’ The stature reads simply: “A person having cause to believe that a 

child’s physical or mental health or welfare has been or may be adversely affected 

by abuse or neglect by any person shall report [the suspected abuse].” The court 

noted that a minister is more ‘likely to learn of child abuse, which he is obligated 

by law to report,” given the nature of the profession. However, the court also 

observed that the Texas child abuse reporting law does not contain any exemption 

for ministers who receive reports of abuse in the context of confidential 

counseling sessions. In other words, the clergy-penitent privilege is presumably 

no defense to a failure to report.” (Texas Department of Human Services v. 

Benson, 1995)  

 


