
The prophet Micah offers an indictment against the people 
of his time who were good at keeping rituals and reciting 
the covenant, but they were guilty because of their woeful 
unwillingness to practice justice. Justice was only a reality 
for those who could afford it or for people of notoriety. 
The poor were thrown into jail, and the marginalized were 
ignored or excoriated. 

Why does history repeat itself in a nation that was 
founded on principles of fairness and equality?

“Justice” as a term and a concept lends itself to thoughts 
of equity, impartiality, evenhandedness, and objectivity. It 
is the reality of our day that millions of people who live in 
the “greatest country in the world,” the “good ole USA,” 
do not experience much fairness or objectivity. The well 
documented inequities that are pervasive in our system 
of government and other institutions, even in the church, 
cause us to fall well short of the aforementioned ideals of 
our forbearers. We can do better if we learn to conquer our 
“fear of others.” 
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What are we to do then?

If the Christian community believes the writer of 1 Peter 2:9 
(ESV)…that by way of  our salvation through Christ Jesus…
we are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his own possession…” the thought of justice for 
a few would not exist in American Christianity. Believers 
have a divine mandate to “do justice.” It is our calling as 
“a chosen generation” and a “royal priesthood” to serve as 
heralds of righteousness and participate in all efforts that 
cause us to be “change agents.” God is not a fan of His 
children who merely “talk a good game.” (Romans 2:13 and 
James 1:22).

We are the “ambassadors of Christ,” who must advocate 
for the helpless, the downtrodden, and disenfranchised. We 
must support those policymakers who seek the benefit of 
the total populous. 
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