
More than one theological education student has heard from 
a mentor, “The call to ministry is also a call to prepare.”  
Indeed, those sensing the call to ministry should be asking, 
“How can I prepare myself the best ways I can in order to 
minister in the complex cultural settings that are part of the 
21st century?  How can I be educated so as to be able to 
converse in any social setting with any other professional 
types?” 

Some of the earliest Baptists are models for what we need in 
ministers in the 21st century.  Thomas Helwys was educated 
as a lawyer in one of the four schools of law in England in his 
era.  John Clarke, pastor of the first Baptist church in America, 
held what would be considered in our time three doctorates: 
medicine, law, and theology.   In Baptist life a strong stream 
has flowed—that of being a lifelong student, one who can 
converse across disciplines, vocations, and especially be able 
to reflect and live in ways to deepen and broaden not only 
their own but others’ spiritual formation.
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Do your best to present yourself to God as one 
approved by him, a worker who has no need to be 

ashamed, rightly explaining the word of truth. 
(2 Tim. 2:15, NRSV)



The question is a legitimate one.  Isn’t it enough to experience 
a calling from God and begin acting on that calling?  Certainly 
among lots of Baptist congregations for several centuries now 
that pattern has been employed.  Baptists expect ministers 
to be able to express a sense of calling, for sure.  Some of 
them, however, prefer their ministers to be life-long learners, 
too.  If that learning follows informal, continuing education 
approaches, so be it. There is a growing consensus that the 
more education an individual can invest in, the better. This 
consensus builds on a comment from one who gave his life 
to theological education. “The Holy Spirit has an affinity for a trained mind,” is a quote 

attributed to W. T. Conner, a Baptist theologian of many 
years ago.  This succinct observation is appropriate for our 
own time, or any time for that matter. And, the thought is 
extraordinarily expressive of Jesus’ response to some of 
those who attempted to detract from Jesus’ message:  “’Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself.’”

Undoubtedly, Conner had also noticed how many times the 
Apostle Paul drew attention to thinking, the transformational 
effects of salvation on one’s mind, and that our mental 
attitudes do influence our actions. 

The Baptist General Convention of Texas supports education 
that undergirds ministerial callings.  The opportunities for higher 
education in Texas Baptist universities and seminaries abound.  
These schools are ready to work with a student’s calling and 
abilities to assist that student to be able to function as a minister 
in a variety of cultural contexts.  

The partnering universities of the BGCT have faculty who 
are called and dedicated to be the best ministers they can be 
living out of the intellectual arm of the Church.  These teachers 
are some of the finest anywhere, not only in their fields but 
as educators in general.  These faculty persons incarnate their 
disciplines, as well as implement their disciplines in everyday life 
and through congregations with whom they relate.

So, what can be the value of a theological education?  There 
is no one single answer to the query.  A good theological 
education, because of the content and the intermediaries 
(faculty especially) involved carries checks and balances so 
the educational process does not become an end in itself.  
Rather, a good theological education both informs and forms 
one in more Christ-like ways but also points one beyond 
one’s self to the rest of humanity, up close and local all the 
way to global contexts.  In short, a theological education can 
make one more and more into what one is called to be and 
created to be by God.
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