
The churches of the BGCT provide financial assistance to 
Baptist students in Texas Baptist schools who sense a divine call 
to ministry and are preparing for careers in church ministry. 
Various levels of assistance are available to students enrolled 
in accredited certificate, undergraduate, graduate and post-
graduate programs that have been endorsed by the BGCT. 

Christians have pondered the matters of divine calling and 
expressing life through roles in the Church for centuries.  Some 
accounts reveal those who experienced calling to ministry in 
quite dramatic experiences.  Others express they went through 
a time of exploration, even struggle, obtaining resolution as to 
what they were undergoing.  As you may be searching for a sense 
of focus as to whether you are called to ministry, and even a 
particular shape of ministry, the questions which follow may be 
helpful.  These are intended to be self discovery questions.      

I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness; I will take 
hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make you 
to be a covenant for the people and a light for the 

Gentiles, to open eyes that are blind, to free captives 
from prison and to release from the dungeon those who 

sit in darkness.  Isaiah 42:6-7

Am I Called? Am I Called?
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1.   When and where did I begin to have a sense that I may be experiencing 
a calling from God?

“Neither the hair shirt nor the soft berth will do.  The place 
God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and 

the world’s deep hunger meet.”
 

Frederick Buechner, Wishful Thinking: A Theological ABC

2.   How do I respond to the statement:  “If I can do anything else besides 
being a minister in a church, should/would/can I do it.”?

3.   How do I respond to the Apostle Paul’s idea to Timothy (I Timothy 
3:1)—if one has the ambition, eagerly seeks, to be a church leader, that one 
desires a good thing?

4.   Am I too young, too old, or too far into another career to pursue 
vocational ministry?  

5.   What puts me off about ministers I have known which might be a 
challenge to my pursuing a career in ministry?

6.   Am I reminded of ministers I have known who provide positive models 
to my thinking about being a church minister?

7.   Have I made any evaluation of the gifts, skills, and passions I have 
toward being a minister in a church?  What do I think should be those gifts, 
skills, talents toward being a church minister?

8.   What does a pastor or other church staff person do in their work? 
How do I respond to these descriptions of roles: equipper, teacher, 
encourager?

9.   How do I respond to these responsibilities of a minister found in New 
Testament passages like these:  2 Tim. 4:5; 1 Pet. 5:2-4?  

10.   Ephesians 4:11-12 offers three parallel clauses describing the work of 
a minister:  perfect the saints, do the work of the ministry, and edify the 
body of Christ. How do I interpret these clauses? Can I see myself enacting 
these ideas?

11.   With whom can I discuss the possibility of me being viewed as one 
fitting into vocational ministry?

12.   Do the thoughts of becoming a minister come and go, but return?  
How and when do these thoughts return, if they do?

13.   Do I have any reluctance toward being a minister?  What is the nature 
of my reluctance? Have I related this to anyone?

14.   Is the idea of being a minister only one among many vocational ideas 
I am entertaining?

15.   Do I have a sense of calling that what I recognize now is what I am 
from now on or do I consider calling to ministry to be one which develops 
and I may even change roles in ministry? 

16.   How do I respond to imagining myself in a place of church ministry?  
Do I resist that imagining?  Do I find myself engaging the imagining with 
energy, further creative imagination, and a sense of giving myself to the 
role?

17.   Do I feel the need to explore further educational opportunities, 
especially dedicated to ministerial education?

18.   Do I find myself praying about this matter of calling?  What shape do 
the prayers take?   What am I sensing as answers to these prayers?

19.   How does the account in Luke 5:1-11 strike my sensitivities about 
what I do with my life?  What of Isaiah 6:1-13?

20.   What steps am I ready to take toward addressing my sense of calling?

All the best to you in your self discovery. Contact us at the BGCT Theological 

Education office if we can be of any further assistance in your pursuit of your calling: 

TheologicalEducation@TexasBaptists.org | 214.828.5280
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“. . .if I say, “I will not mention him or speak any more 
in his name,” his word is in my heart like a fire, a 

fire shut up in my bones.  I am weary of holding it in, 
indeed, I cannot.” Jeremiah 20:9

“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to 
serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its 

various forms.”  1 Peter 4:10

“. . .Since you are eager to have spiritual gifts, try to 
excel in gifts that build up the church.” 

1 Corinthians 14:12


