
 
 
 

Talking Points: 
The Religious Liberty Problem with School Vouchers 

 
The Texas Baptist Christian Life Commission supports parents’ right to choose the best 
educational setting for their children, but we do not support using state funds to 
subsidize private religious education, which is what school vouchers would do. 
 
Vouchers infringe on the ability to freely practice religion or no religion at all. 
 
Religious liberty is a hallmark of Baptist belief, and the First Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution guarantees religious freedom. Baptists once were a persecuted religious 
group in England and America. In the earliest days of our nation we joined with others to 
protect religious freedom for all people in the United State.  
  
 Vouchers use taxpayer money to pay for private education, including in religious 
schools. As a result, taxpayers would be required to subsidize educational goals and 
messages of any religious group with a school. People of faith should be able to direct 
their child’s education however they see fit, but using state funds means their dollars 
could be used to support religions with which they may be seriously opposed. 
  
As stated by the Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty, voucher programs violate 
the right of conscience of taxpayers who have the right to insist the government remain 
neutral in matters of religion. 
  
 “Baptist people, always and everywhere, that religion must be forever voluntary and 
uncoerced, and that it is not the prerogative of any power, whether civil or ecclesiastical, 
to compel men to conform to any religious creed or form of worship, or to pay taxes for 
the support of a religious organization to which they do not believe. God wants free 
worshippers and no other kind…”—George Truett, the late pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Dallas 
 
 
State dollars bring state accountability. 
 
Public funds come with public accountability. This may require adjusting curriculum to 
meet state standards or demonstrate proficiency on national tests. In many states with 
voucher programs, students are required to take certain national norm-referenced tests, 
which have been aligned with Common Core standards. 



 
Religious schools may have to adjust employment criteria for teachers. The people 
governing schools (pastors,deacons, lay church members) may no longer be the final 
authority in matters of employment, student selection, and behavioral norms. Vouchers 
would lead to new authority for the state over private and home schools.  
 
Private religious schools are extensions of a religious faith. 
 
A 2012 court case recognized private religious schools as an extension of their 
supporting church’s ministry. In Hosanna-Tabor Evangelical Lutheran Church and 
School v. EEOC (2012), the “ministerial exception” doctrine at a private religious school 
was extended to teachers because they hold a responsibility for spiritual formation and 
religious education in addition to their responsibility to teach math, English, science and 
history. This doctrine honors the autonomy rights of religious institutions by precluding 
most claims brought by ministers (in this case, a teacher) against their employers. 
  
In a unanimous decision in favor of Hosanna-Tabor, the Court recognized the important 
interest of religious groups to “choos[e] who will preach their beliefs, teach their faith, 
and carry out their mission. … The church must be free to choose those who will guide 
it on its way.” 
  
Most private religious schools use religion and accompanying moral codes to determine 
who they hire and what they teach, and they may also use such standards in the 
selection of their students. 
 
 
Vouchers will compromise the mission and vision of private religious education. 
  
Private religious schools want students and families who agree with their religious 
mission and purpose. Unlike public schools, which educate all children, private religious 
schools tend to be more selective in their hiring and admissions. 
 
When taxpayer dollars are used to subsidize religious education the state becomes 
entangled with a school’s operation as it seeks to rightly create and monitor taxpayer 
spending. Thus, churches sponsoring these programs may feel compelled to soften or 
abandon core principles as their budgets become dependent on state money. They may 
be less inclined to speak out against government policies that conflict with their religious 
teachings. 
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The mission of most private religious schools is inherently different from public 
schools—instruction is designed to increase/strengthen religious faith in addition to 
teaching language arts, math, science and history. 
 
  
  
When religion is good, I can see that it will support itself, and when it cannot support 
itself, and God does not take care to support it, so that its professors are obliged to call 
for the help of a civil power, it is a sign, I apprehend of its being a bad one. –Ben 
Franklin.  
 


