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Do Justice. Love Kindness. Walk Humbly with God. –Micah 6:8

For more information, contact: 

Kathryn Freeman
Director of Public Policy

512.473.2288  |  kathryn.freeman@texasbaptists.org

What Does the Bible Say?
“ Religion that is pure and undefi led before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, 
and to keep oneself unstained by the world.” James 1:27 (NRSV)

“Learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow.” Isaiah 1:17 (NRSV)

“Give justice to the weak and the orphan; maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute.” Psalm 82:3 (NRSV)

What Can You & Your Church Do?
•  Advocate. Work with the CLC by speaking to your elected offi cial about funding for DFPS to improve casework 

salaries, reduce caseworker caseloads, increase adoption subsidies (fi nancial payment used to offset cost of adoption 
court costs), and kinship care payments (fi nancial payment for grandparents/relatives who take in children, but do not 
get same amount of fi nancial support as foster parents).

  Become a court appointed special advocate or CASA. In 2015, there were 8,476 CASA volunteers serving 
25,947 children in foster care. It would be great if every child could have a CASA. Go to www.texascasa.org
for more information.

•  Partner. Partner with Buckner International, Texas Baptist Children’s Home or South Texas Children’s Home to support 
the children in their care.

  In addition, faith-based ministries like Orphan Care Solutions, Hope Fort Worth, and Mission 1:27 have resources 
for pastors and churches looking to launch orphan care ministries within their congregations.

  CPS caseworkers are overworked and underappreciated. Host an appreciation luncheon or adopt-a-caseworker event. 
For questions, contact the DFPS Faith-Based Manager, Felicia Mason Edwards, at 512.438.3412 or 
Felicia.Mason-Edwards@dfps.state.tx.us. 

•  Develop a strong family ministry to prevent children from entering the state foster care system. Work proactively to 
prevent children from entering foster care by developing strong family ministries to support parents and grandparents 
in your church and in your community. Create resource lists to make sure the families in your church know what 
resources are available to them when they are struggling. Include things like counseling, food & clothing pantries, 
job training programs, mentors, etc. Conduct parenting classes that are open to those within your church and the larger 
community. 

•  Adopt or Become a Foster Parent. Contact one of our institutional partners – Buckner International at www.buckner.org 
or STARRY at www.starry.org – for more information on how to become a foster family.


