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Libby McQuiston, San Rafael Clean San Rafael, CA

Tell us more about yourself and your organization.
I am a full-time volunteer and spearheaded San Rafael Clean which is our anti-litter coalition for the city of San Rafael, 
CA.  Currently there are eight members on our team. We have taken on cigarette butts since they are the most littered 
item and have harmful effects on the environment.
 
How did you get your friends, coworkers, students, and community or organization members involved in collecting 
cigarette waste?
We had a three-month pilot program (Bounty for Butts) with St. Vincent de Paul which serves the homeless community 
in San Rafael.  A member of our team donated $2,000 to pay people who were served by St. Vincent’s to pick up 
cigarette butts. We paid them a dollar an ounce to pick up in a designated area downtown. The director of St. 
Vincent’s weighed the collections and paid the collectors. It was a very successful program and 238,000 butts were 
collected during the three months.

Why do you participate in the Cigarette Waste Brigade? Why do you 
collect cigarette waste?
I chose to participate in the Brigade to divert our collection from 
the landfill where toxins can leach into the ground water. I collect 
cigarette waste to reinforce the laws around litter and to keep them 
out of the environment where they pollute the soil, water, and are 
ingested by wildlife.

Tell us a story about your most impactful, exciting, or memorable 
experience when collecting cigarette waste for the Cigarette Waste 
Brigade?
We were filmed by a local television station showing a collector from St. 
Vincent’s picking up butts downtown. Also we were written up by the 
local newspaper to spread the word and educate people about the 
harms of cigarette litter.

Do you have a specific thank you message that you would like to 
share with Santa Fe Natural Tobacco Company? They are the sponsors 
of the Cigarette Waste Brigade program.
Thank you Santa Fe Natural for being the first to willingly sponsor a 

clean-up program.

Number of People 
Collecting: 
12

Units
Collected:
230,000 cigarette 
butts

Number of Months 
Collecting: 
3


