
 

  

Energy Bag Wrapper Brigade® 
Spotlight Location 

Laura Ouborg, NatureBridge in Yosemite El Portal, CA 

Number of People 

Collecting: 

200 

Units  

Collected: 

28,110 

Points  

Earned: 

45,051 

Tell us about you and your organization. 

My name is Laura Ouborg, and I am a Mentor 

Teacher for NatureBridge in Yosemite National Park. 

NatureBridge’s mission is to inspire personal 

connections to the natural world and responsible 

actions to sustain it. We provide hand-on field 

science education for students in the outdoor 

classroom of our amazing national parks.  

Why do you participate in the Energy Bag 
Brigade? How do you involve your 
organization? 

NatureBridge students often receive a Clif z-bar to 

help sustain them on a more physically challenging 

day. With thousands of participants a year (and 

many, many z-bar wrappers), TerraCycle has 

become a fantastic way for us to model and 

demonstrate to students alternatives for our 

packaging waste. Our Field Science Educators collect 

the wrappers from our students (along with lunch 

packaging for several other brigades) and deposit 

them at one of the multiple collection points we have 

on our campus. Recently, one of our Field Science 

Educators, Laura Nordaas, has taken over boxing 

and collecting our shipments for TerraCycle. She was 

further inspired to collect wrappers at our local 

community hall one evening a month to engage 

National Park Service employees and community 

members in the TerraCycle program. As a 

community and organization that consumes many 

energy bars, the Energy Bar Wrapper Brigade is an 

amazing way for us to follow our mission. 

Tell us how you like to spend your points. 

Our points go toward NatureBridge’s scholarship fund. 

This fund is critical in helping students who need 

financial assistance attend our programs. 

 

 



 

 

 
Tell us a story about your most exciting, 
memorable, or inspiring moment in collecting 
for the Energy Bag Wrapper Brigade. 

Our Field Science Educators teach with daily themes 

like “We are part of something bigger,” “Everything 

is connected,” and “We can all make a difference.” 

When students have the ah-ha moment of realizing 

there can be value in the waste, it reinforces these 

themes and can cause them to think more critically 

about what they are throwing away. Often students 

or teachers will come up to me later in the program 

and hand me an energy bar wrapper they found on 

the ground or the wrapper of a bar they bought or 

brought with them. These tangible changes in their 

actions are my most inspiring moments of collecting 

for the Energy Bar Wrapper Brigade. My hope is 

that we are inspiring schools to start their own 

TerraCycle program at their school. 

 

 


