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Community Celebrates Tamiami Trail Bridge Groundbreaking

O

n December 4, 2009, one day shy of the Everglades National Park’s 62nd anniversary, environmental organizations, government officials, and community members gathered for the Tamiami Trail Bridge
Groundbreaking Ceremony.
The groundbreaking
comes after more than twenty years of debate over the
initial proposal for an Everglades Skyway. Among the
notables in attendance were the Assistant Secretary of
the Interior, Tom Strickman; Principle Deputy Assistant
Secretary of the Army, Terrence “Rock” Salt; and Superintendent of Everglades National Park, Dan Kimball,
who declared that it was indeed “a great day. The project,” said Kimball, “is the most significant project to date
in our effort to restore the priceless River of Grass.”

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District
will host a groundbreaking ceremony for the Merritt Canal portion of the Picayune Strand Restoration Project
on Thursday, Jan. 7, 2010. Project partners include the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the South Florida Water
Management District, and the State of Florida.

PHOTOS, by Catherine Torres

The Merritt Canal component of the Picayune Strand
Restoration Project adds to earlier efforts to reclaim this
land from the ravages of human development. This project will restore water flow across the landscape, rehydrate drained wetlands, improve estuarine waters, and
return habitat to threatened wildlife communities.
Completed in 1928, the Tamiami Trail has acted as a
barrier of north-south water flow for more than 80 years,
blocking precious water from hydrating the heart of the
Everglades. The raising and resurfacing of the trail will
allow the water to flow south through Northeast Shark
Slough. The one-mile bridge is just the beginning for a
restored Everglades ecosystem, while more miles of
bridging will be necessary to maximize the benefits. As
Chairman Eric Buermann of the South Florida Water
Management District (SFWMD) put it, “Maybe it’s not
the perfect solution or even the total solution, but it is a
start.”
We all look forward to many groundbreaking projects in
2010, including C-111 and Picayune strand. Attend one
and show your support for the restoration of the Everglades:

The celebration will be held on Thursday, Jan. 7, at 10
a.m. at the project site, which is at the intersection of
56th Avenue S.E. and the Merritt Canal in eastern Collier County.
For additional information or to RSVP, please visit www.
evergladesplan.org and view the link under "What's
New." RSVPs are required to plan for shuttle transportation to and from the parking. For more information,
please call 305-948-8063, ext. 217.
For more up to the minute information on important upcoming dates sign up for TAS’s online newsletter, send
an email to us with a list of who you would like to add:
tropicalaudubon@gmail.com

2 Brian Rapoza’s Birding Report
F

or the second consecutive year,
a new bird has been added to the
list of Florida breeding species. You
may remember that, in 2008, a pair of
Least Grebes nested at Yamato Scrub
Natural Area in Palm Beach County,
and two young fledged. Both parents
and young eventually disappeared
from the area, though a single Least
Grebe was seen there this past September. In 2009, another Caribbean
species, Western Spindalis, nested in
the state for the first time, at the Long
Pine Key picnic area in Everglades
National Park. The pair was first spotted in late July by visiting birders Heidi
Trudell and Matthew York.
Soon
thereafter, a second female was seen
with the pair, and not long after that, a
nest was found near the top of a slash
pine. Three young hatched; the last
fledged in early September, but once
the male parent stopped singing, birders had difficulty finding any of the six
individuals presumed to present. The
presence of the second female led to
speculation that this may not have
been the first time that the pair has
nested in the park.
An impressive selection of flycatchers
was found in south Florida during fall,
including a few rarely seen in the state.
Most unexpected were two Sulphurbellied Flycatchers, reported in midSeptember from Aerojet Road, near the
entrance to Everglades National Park,
but only seen by one observer. Alder
Flycatchers were present in sizable
numbers in this area from late August
through September. Alder, Willow and
Acadian Flycatchers were heard and
seen during this same period at Dump
Marsh, near the South Dade landfill. A
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was seen,
heard and photographed at Matheson
Hammock Park in early October; another was reported from A D Barnes
Park a few days earlier. A Tropical Kingbird, possibly the same individual present last year, was discovered at Dump
Tropical Audubon Society (TAS) is a group of dedicated
citizens who care about the quality of South Florida’s
environment. Established in 1947, we are a chapter of
National Audubon Society and Florida Audubon Society. Our
headquarters, the Doc Thomas House, is a Dade County
Historic site on three sub-tropical acres of native habitat in
South Miami.
Tropical Audubon’s purposes are:
1) Conservation: to work toward protection of the natural
world and to promote wise stewardship of natural resources,
especially native plants and animals and their habitat.
2) Education: to promote, among members and the public of
all ages, an understanding and appreciation of nature, the
environment, and ecological relationships.

Marsh in early October, but unlike last
year, quickly disappeared. In early December, a Cassin’s Kingbird was found
along Aerojet Road; up to two of this
western flycatcher was present at
Stormwater Treatment Area 5 in Hendry
County. Both Western Kingbird and
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher were observed
in a number of locations in south Florida
during the season.
A variety of vireos passed though the
area during fall migration, including
higher than average numbers of Philadelphia Vireo. Individuals of this species
were seen on TAS bird walks during October at A D Barnes Park and along
Aerojet Road during a tour of south
Dade hotspots. A Warbling Vireo was
also seen on the TAS walk at A D Barnes. Bell’s Vireo was reported from at
least two locations in Broward County
later in the month. Interesting warblers
found during fall included a Goldenwinged Warbler, seen on a TAS walk at
Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden, a
Kentucky Warbler at Matheson Hammock Park, and several Cerulean Warblers, including one found on a TAS
walk at Kendall Indian Hammocks Park.
Roger Hammer once again discovered a

Rufous Hummingbird among the many
Ruby-throated in the butterfly garden at
Castellow Hammock Park; he later
found another at his own hacienda!
Unusual fall shorebird sightings included
a Buff-breasted Sandpiper, found in
early August in an agricultural field in
Homestead and a Baird’s Sandpiper,
reported from Crandon Beach on Key
Biscayne in late October. A Red-necked
Phalarope, rarely seen at inland locations, was discovered in early September in a farm field in Palm Beach
County. Franklin’s Gulls were seen on
Fort Lauderdale Beach in late October
and at Pelican Harbor Marina in Miami
in late November. Jaegers, including
Long-tailed, were seen offshore in late
October. Even more unexpected was a
Sabine’s Gull that was spotted off Virginia Key in early November. Finally,
late fall sightings in the agricultural fields
along Aerojet Road include two Shorteared Owls, up to three White-tailed
Kites, numbers of Lesser Nighthawks, a
Dickcissel and several sparrow species,
including Clay-colored, Vesper, Lincoln’s
and unusually high numbers of Grasshopper Sparrows.

What Our Friends Are Doing
FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY
The Dade Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society invites you to the chapter's monthly meetings at
Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden, 10901 Old Cutler Road (South entrance) on 4th Tuesday of every month
at 7:30. Refreshments and merchandise sales start at 7:15, followed by the program and plant raffle,
featuring lots of neat, hard-to-get stuff! For more information about all activities, call 786-340-7914 or see
http:// dade.fnpschapters.org.

January 26:
"Cities, Climate Change and Ecological Landscaping" by Dr. Jack Parker, Professor Emeritus, Florida
International University, Department of Environmental Sciences.

February 23:
“The Making and Remaking of a Garden” by Georgia Tasker, the Miami Herald's garden writer for 30 years.
The Dade Native Plant Workshop meets at the MDC Kendall Campus Landscape Technology Center on
January 19, February 16, and other 3rd Tuesdays at 7 p.m. The workshop is co-sponsored by the Institute
for Regional Conservation and MDC, and is led by biologist Steve Woodmansee. Bring at least 3 flowering/
fruiting plants of any species, even if not the subject matter. Contact Steve at (786) 488-3101,
Stevewoodmansee@bellsouth.net, or visit www.regionalconservation.org/ircs/aboutus/Outreach.asp for a
map and the topic each month. Whether you are a new learner or an old hand at plant ID, there is
something to learn, including how to use plants in your own garden.

3) Enjoyment: as a society of members with compatible
interests, to enjoy together the study and protection of
nature. We believe in the wisdom of nature’s design. We seek
to foster and promote ecological conscientiousness in our
community.
Editor: Laura Reynolds
Desk Top Publishing: Steven Mumford
Tropical Audubon Bulletin, the official newsletter of the
Tropical Audubon Society, is published bimonthly by the
Tropical Audubon Society, a non-profit, 501(c) (3) tax-exempt
organization. Throughout this newsletter, “TAS” refers to the
Tropical Audubon Society, while “DTH” refers to the Doc
Thomas House, the site of our office located at 5530 Sunset

Drive; Miami, Florida 33143. The phone number is (305) 6677337. Membership rate, $20 per year. Please make your
checks payable to Tropical Audubon Society, and mail to our
office (address above). Articles, news of events, original
drawings, and letters to the Editor are welcomed, and should
be submitted to the TAS office 4 weeks prior to each bymonthly publication. It would be preferable if your copy were
submitted via the internet. See the "About TAS" section of
our website for more information.
Visit Tropical Audubon on the internet at:

tropicalaudubon.org

3

Join us for Kayaking and improve your
birding photography with Phil Sidran

I

mproving your photography skills can be incorporated in a fun
and adventurous kayaking trip. Join TAS as we team up with Phil
Sidran and Roger Rosenberger to guide you around the natural areas of South Florida. We have three dates planned so far in 2010,
all proceeds will help boost our conservation agenda for 2010:
Sat. Jan. 23 —Biscayne Bay Kayak Trip
Sat. Feb. 6 — North Turner River Kayak Trip
Sat. Feb. 20th — Virginian Key Kayak Trip
If you have a group of 4 or more, make a donation to TAS for a
private kayak tour. What a perfect way to celebrate a birthday,
a promotion or for a group of students who want to learn more
about the natural areas. Call and make a donation to help
boost this program, or sponsor a student group yourself.
PHOTOS, by Phil Sidran

Tropical Audubon Society Concert Series
Conservation concert series kicks off in January
Tuesday, January 26 | 7 p.m. | 5530 Sunset Drive | Miami FL 33143

M

iami native Deblois Milledge will perform at
our January Conservation Concert. This is
the first in a series of concerts that will take
place at TAS this spring.

The concert will be held outside, blankets and
picnic baskets welcome. We will have a donation bar and appetizers, as well as picnic tables
to sit at.
The entrance donation is a minimum of $10 and
this will help us restore our educational facilities
and maintain our historic property. We will aim
to raise enough money in 2010 to replace the
roof of the chikee that we will use for educational workshops and future events.
Future concerts will start at 7 pm on the
following dates:
Friday February 19
Friday March 12
Friday April 16
If you would like to purchase tickets in advance
or volunteer to help with these events please
contact us via email:
tropicalaudubon@gmail.com

4

FWC documents record number of manatee deaths while
DADE contemplates changing its protection plan

A

MARS and numerous law enforcement agencies, marine law
enforcement officers and lifeguards around the state are being
trained on how to respond to calls to verify reports of manatee
injury or mortality.
With manatee deaths in the
“Undetermined” and “Unrecovered” categories topping 109
this year, working with law enforcement is more critical than
ever to help NGOs and FWC who respond to reports of dead
or injured manatees improve response time and the ability to
respond at all. The longer it takes for response personnel to recover a carcass,
FWC documents record number of manatee deaths while DADE contemplates changing its
the less likely a death determination will
protection plan Biologists with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission's
be as sun, wind, scavenging and other
(FWC) Fish and Wildlife Research Institute documented 419 manatee carcasses in state wafactors make it difficult for an absolute
ters as of Dec. 11. This preliminary data indicates that the total number of manatee deaths for
determination to be made during ne2009 has surpassed the highest number on record for a calendar year.
cropsy.
Increasing the number of
Preliminary totals for 2009 will be available on Wednesday, Jan. 6, unless there is an unusutrained law enforcement and lifeguard
ally high number of manatee carcasses reported in the next two weeks. A statewide perspecpersonnel with the means and knowltive on these numbers, including category breakdowns will be available at that time.
edge have required to respond effectively means fewer carcasses go unreTo report a dead or distressed manatee, call the FWC Wildlife Alert Hotline at 888-404-FWCC
covered, allowing a more accurate ac(3922).
count of threats to manatees to be assessed and addressed.
For additional information about manatee conservation, visit MyFWC.com/Manatee. For more

t last week’s Manatee Awareness Group meeting hosted
by the Sunny Isles Police Department, the coalition of
NGOs, agencies, marine industries and educators discussed
the high numbers of perinatal and watercraft injuries this year,
resulting in the highest record of manatee deaths to date in a
calendar year. Representatives from three counties comprise
the group—Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach Counties.
This year, the categories that contain human-related mortality

information on manatee mortality research, visit http://research.MyFWC.com/manatees.

(Watercraft, Flood gate/Canal lock and Other Human) total
102 of the 411 deaths recorded on the Florida Fish and Wildlife website as of November 30, 2009 where non-natural mortality accounts for 25% of all manatee mortality in the state of
Florida. These numbers are the focus of MAG as these mortalities are in theory completely preventable. The number of
manatees that died from cold stress is double what is was last
year (27 in 2009 and 54 in 2009) which in large part is a result
of unexpected closures of FPL’s Riviera Beach and Port Canaveral Power Plants. These plants are allowed to release
warm water effluent into the waterway, to which manatees
have grown accustomed. When this water wasn’t available
this year because energy demands were down, the plants
closed and do not have to produce warm water effluent
through the plant or generators unless the water reaches temperatures at or below 61 degrees Fahrenheit. Manatees attempt to make their way to warmer water and suffer from cold
stress when they cannot reach it soon enough, as they typically cannot tolerate water less than 68 degrees Fahrenheit.

Over the last year, TAS has attended
Manatee Protection Plan Review Committee and provided comment to the committee, asking that
the current manatee protection plan not be diminished because of a push for growth. Growth is being proposed namely
along the Miami River and proposed changes would more
readily allow for an increase in the number of boat slips and
allow for dry dock storage. The public learned during the review process through data collected that the Miami River is
being used more heavily than ever by manatees and that proposed changes would severely weaken agencies’ ability to
restrict growth where it is not appropriate, such as along the
River. TAS understands that Miami-Dade County has one of
the strongest protection plans in the state, which is important
given the county has the highest number of registered boaters
in the state. TAS did propose that the only changes that
should be made would be to increase the amount of boater
and public education being conducted county-wide, to the
level at which the current plan mandates and more. We must
keep the current protection plan’s regulatory restrictions intact.

Those manatees less than 5 ft in length are considered
perinatal, and that death category saw 113 deaths, some in
connection with losing their mothers to cold stress or who
themselves suffer from cold stress. A total of 10 confirmed
manatee deaths on the west coast of Florida are attributed
to red tide.
Miami-Dade County saw a total of 3 out of 8 manatees
dead as a result of watercraft; Broward saw 3 of 15 and
Palm Beach County saw 4 of 16. Of the three counties,
Miami-Dade had the highest proportion of manatees killed
by watercraft at 25% (Broward and Palm Beach with 20%),
even though Miami-Dade saw fewer deaths overall, indicating watercraft is still a leading cause of death in the county.
Through the efforts of MAG members including DEP CAMA,
Palm Beach and Broward County resource agencies,
Photo by Robert Rattner
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Tropical Audubon Society Sponsors
Upcoming Children’s Nature Walk
By Barbara Berman

O

n February 28th, 2010, Laura Reynolds will
lead a group of children, on a walk through the
Everglades. We will meet at the Coe Visitor center at
1pm Many requests have come in for nature walks for
young people and although children are always welcome on fieldtrips, this one will be geared to a
younger crowd. Please join us, and let us know how
many plan on attending by sending us an email to
RSVP: tropicalaudubon@gmail.com
What do we hope these young people will take away
with them from this experience? What will most impress their developing minds and emotions?
We hope it will be the concept of connection to all living beings and the corresponding responsibility of
conservation and preservation. Perhaps something
observed will reach the core of their young beings
and instill a seed of interest. That seed might survive
and germinate at some point into a deeper apprecia-

tion and a desire to learn more. What begins in the
Everglades could be carried with these young people
into adulthood, regardless of the geographical and
environmental landscapes that may await them.
I asked two of my granddaughters what they felt was
most important to learn from a walk in the wild. Isabella, 9, says they would get from this kind of walk
"knowledge about things that live in nature such as
frogs, snakes, birds, etc.” Sofia, age 6 stated, “It is
important to learn about nature and conservation because everything in nature is important and serves a
purpose. Butterflies and bumblebees are really important because they pollinate the flowers.” We adults
should never underestimate the capacity of young
minds!
Simply put, we hope to awaken a feeling of kinship
with, and kindness to all life on earth.

Virginia Key Design Rejects Master Plan

Peace Corps Nature Walk
Seeks Volunteer Naturalists

M

any of us remember a time when we were young
and the wonderful world of nature opened to us for
the first time, most likely with an interested adult as our
guide. Many children today have never had such an experience.
Through the Returned Peace Corps Volunteers (RPCV),
you can share your love of nature with some inner-city
children. On Saturday, January 30, 2010, you could act
as a naturalist for a small group of children and a counselor, lead the children on the Anhinga Trail, have lunch
at Long Pine (what is Long Pine?), and walk with the children on a pineland trail. The group will meet at the Coe
Visitor Center at 8:30; everything is done by 2:00.
The RPCV organizes the groups, the transportation, and
provides lunch. We are working with them to recruit the
naturalists. By volunteering, you can do a good deed and
get to spend the day in the Everglades. You do not have
to have a degree in ornithology to act as a guide. Copies
of Rich Kern’s DVD Birds of the Everglades are available
if you need to brush up.
To participate, please e-mail lmilledge@mac.com by
January 20th.

Thanks to the efforts of many organizations and individuals who lobbied the Miami City Commission, as
well as the new leadership at city hall, the future of
Virginia Key is looking much brighter. The city has
made a180-degree turn on the matter, rejecting the
Master Plan proposed by planning firm EDSA and offering assistance from its Planning and Zoning Department in developing a design for Virginia Key that
the community can support. Table leaders from the
workshop hosted by Urban Environment League in
September have been meeting to design an initial proposal that takes into account the public’s suggestions. Friends of Virginia Key should look forward to
more design workshops beginning in February, at
which a new plan will be fleshed out in time for the
commission’s consideration in May.
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$500.00 Award

Tropical Audubon Society Conservation Essay Contest

T

ropical Audubon Society is sponsoring an essay
contest to advance the understanding of Biscayne
Bay conservation issues. We are looking for essays
from college-bound secondary students focusing on issues concerning Biscayne Bay and suggestions for action
All essays should be researched, with all sources cited
in APA style on a “References Cited” page. Essays
should be no longer than 1000 words. Citations are not
to be included in your word total

How does the health of Biscayne Bay affect
the population of South Florida?
Issues that you should include are:
•
•
•
•
•

Water quality
Fish and Bird populations
Food web
Balancing stakeholder interests
Biscayne Bay Costal Wetlands Project

Essays must include a cover page, which is also not included in your word total, listing:
• Your name
• Your home address
• Your telephone number
• Your e-mail address
• Your current grade in school
• Your school
• What you plan to study in college
• The type of work that you hope to do after graduation
Please submit your cover page, essay, and reference
citations in one Microsoft Word document to tropicalaudubon@gmail.com by April 5th, 2010.
Enter
“Conservation Essay” in the subject line. Late entries
may not be considered.
Receipt of essays will be acknowledged via e-mail. The
winner will be acknowledged at our Annual Meeting in
April. The winning essay will be published in our Newsletter.

If you have any questions or suggestions, please e-mail tropicalaudubon@gmail.com
Backyard Bird Count

Give the Great Backyard Bird Count an

eBird Bump!

I

t's a natural fit: eBirders and the Great Backyard Bird
Count. We know you're committed to watching birds
and recording your sightings in eBird, so we'd like to invite
you to share your sightings in the 12th annual Great Backyard Bird Count, February 13-16.

Enter your counts in eBird as usual--your personal longterm records are valuable to scientists. But if you'd like
your sightings to appear in the online maps and tallies for
town, state, and national sightings in this year's Great
Backyard Bird Count, make sure to enter your counts at
www.birdcount.org as well. (Record the highest number of
each species you see at any one time during your count
period.)
Participants tallied 635 species in the 2008 Great Backyard Bird Count and you can help boost reports from your
area by entering your checklists on the GBBC site. You
can keep watch on reports coming in via the website's interactive maps, take the GBBC survey, and upload images for the photo contest. Just by participating in the
GBBC you’ll be entered into a drawing for great prizes donated by the National Audubon Society, Cornell Lab of
Ornithology, Wild Birds Unlimited, and Droll Yankees.
Be a part of our four-day continent wide effort to gather as
many observations as possible for this late-winter snapshot of our continent's birds!

Photo by Marianne DiAntonio, FL

Everglades Coalition to Host
25th Annual Everglades Conference

T

he Everglades Coalition will mark the 25th anniversary of the Everglades Conference January 7-10, 2010, as it hosts “The Changing
Face of Everglades Restoration” at the PGA National Resort and Spa, in
Palm Beach Gardens, Florida. The conference is the largest forum for the
debate of Everglades conservation and restoration, and will focus on
growth management, political and public partnerships, wildlife issues, and
energy policies.
The theme of the event reflects a new stage in the effort to conserve and
restore the Everglades, a stage that could emerge through the involvement
and partnership of state and federal government, as well as many communities. With the aid of the elected officials, scientists, activists, educators,
and the general public who will attend the Conference, the Everglades
Coalition hopes to improve the condition of the Everglades and to set a
standard for restoration efforts.
Sponsored by the Arthur R. Marshall Foundation and the South Florida
Water Management District (SFWMD), the conference features moderated
discussion sessions, an educational program, a field trip, exhibitors, an
awards ceremony, and an anniversary dinner and dance.
To learn more about the Conference, or to register to attend, visit the Everglades Coalition website: http://www.evergladescoalition.org.

Citizens Allied for Safe Energy (CASE)

Town Hall Meeting Features Presentations
by Concerned Scientists and Economists

C

itizens Allied for Safe Energy
(CASE) held a town hall meeting on Thursday, December 10, to
address scientific and economic
concerns about FPL’s plans to construct two nuclear reactors and to
run high voltage power lines in Miami-Dade County. The meeting attracted approximately 100 concerned local citizens, along with
broadcast and print media outlets
including the South Florida SunSentinel, CBS 4 (WFOR), and NBC
6 (WTVJ).
The presentation addressed the impacts of the expansion plans on the
community, including health risks
from power lines and the history of
safety at Turkey Point; the ways in
which the expansion could affect
Everglades restoration; the effects
of the expansion on marine and human life, and energy efficiency and
the costs of nuclear power.

Speakers included Barry White,
CASE; Dr. Philip Stoddard, Professor of Biological Sciences, Florida
International University (FIU); Laura
Reynolds, Executive Director,
Tropical Audubon Society; Dawn
Shirreffs, Program Coordinator,
Clean Water Action; Dr. Eric Prince,
Chief of Migratory Fishery Biology
Branch, National Marine Fisheries
Service, National Oceanographic
and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA); George Cavros, Esq., an
attorney for the Southern Alliance
for Clean Energy, Inc.; and Dr.
Jerry Brown, Founding Professor,
Global and Sociocultural Studies,
FIU.
To learn more about the town hall
meeting, FPL’s expansion plans,
CASE’s goals, or what you can do
as a concerned citizen, visit CASE’s
website: http://www.stopfplnow.org
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TAS
Thanks!
The following generous individuals
and foundations that have contributed
to TAS since our last Bulletin. We
greatly appreciate their support!
Elizabeth Ordway Dunn Foundation
Everglades Foundation
Earthshare

Swallow-Tailed Kite ($5000)
Sue and Alan Steinberg

Roseate Spoonbill ($1000)
Roger Rosenberger

Great White Heron ($500)
Karin Zachow

Purple Gallinule ($250)
Lewis Milledge
H. James Sigsbee

Painted Bunting ($100)

John and Mary MacLaren
Ellen and John Barrett
Miami Wind Dummies
Martha Kent
Philip Stoddard
Irene and Mark Thaw
Dade Chapter of the Native Plant Society
Diana Parker
George Van Wyck
Patricia Phares

White-crowned Pigeon ($50)

William and Susan Randall
South Miami Garden Club
Monica and Ronald Santangelo
Renan and G. Tracy Nance
Robert and Valerie MacLaren English
Emilie Young
South Miami Garden Club
Dewey Steele
Bill Boeringer
Wilhelmina Myerburg
Henry Hamilton
Duany and E. Plater-Zyberg
Miguel Caridad

Other

Esta Ress
Edith and Norman Einspruch
Gabriela Lopez
Brey and Julie Abreu
Eusebio Andres
Patricia Lockwood
Barbara and Jim Sabin
Marion Elizabeth Sripes
Elizabeth Kuehner-Smith
John Kneen
Catherine Raymond
Jocelyn Robinson
Esther Silver
Mary Pat Lyden Berg
Raul Urgelles and Robin Gray-Urgelles
Sam and Deborah Dawson
Mary Butterfield
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TAS CALENDAR

CALENDAR OF WALKS, WORKDAYS, FESTIVALS, SALES, CLASSES - EVERYTHING YOU EVER WANTED TO DO WITH TROPICAL AUDUBON SOCIETY
The specifics for Tropical's ongoing activities are indicated below. In some cases, the trip leader has included his email address and phone number for direct contact.
Otherwise, please call TAS at 305 667 PEEP (7337) or email fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org, or see our web page http://tropicalaudubon.org for more information.
{ES} denotes events with Spanish language leaders

Sat. Jan. 9 — South Dade Birding
Raul Urgelles will lead this all day carpool trip, which may include stops at
Lucky Hammock, Castellow Hammock and Dump Marsh. Meet at 7:00am
in the parking lot of the Burger King on US1 in Florida City (just after the
end of the turnpike). This is an all day trip. Bring lunch.

Wed. Jan 13- Rebecca Smith, History is for the Birds
Rebecca Smith, Curator of Research Materials at the Historical Museum of
Southern Florida and an avid bird-watcher, teaches us about birding in
South Florida, from pre-historic times to the present. Learn about the origins of the gear the well-equipped sub-tropical birder carried into the field,
and why birders have flocked to South Florida for the past 60 years. The
talk may wander to our closest neighbors, the Bahamas and Cuba.
Membership meetings are open to the public and held at the Doc Thomas
House, 5530 Sunset Drive, near Red Road. The doors open at 7:30pm and
the show begins at 8pm. Call (305) 667-7337 for more information.

Fri.-Mon. Jan. 15-18 — North Florida Birding
Brian Rapoza and Paul Bithorn will lead this four day, three-night van trip to
the Tallahassee area. Costs ($400.00 per person double occupancy:
$100.00 single supplement) include hotel and van/gas. Reservations are
required by January 4. Email Brian for further information.

Sat. Jan. 16 — North Broward Birding
John Hutchison will lead this carpool trip to birding locations in northern
Broward County. Meet at 8:00am at Easterlin Park (change of location) at
1000 NW 38th Street Oakland Park. There is a park fee. Enter park and
continue to the right, there is a playground on the left. Park there. This is a
full day trip. Bring lunch.

Sat. Jan. 23 — Everglades National Park Birding
John Boyd will lead this all day carpool trip. Meet in the parking lot of the
Coe Visitor Center at Everglades National Park at 7:30am. There is an
entrance fee to the park. Bring lunch.

Sat. Jan. 23 —Biscayne Bay Kayak Trip 5 mile round trip from
Deering C-100 to the bird rookery areas near Chapman Field and Chicken
Key. Bring your own kayak and donate $10 to TAS, Rent from us and donate $35 to TAS. We will meet at 8:00 am-and finish around noon. To
RSVP please contact Laura Reynolds 786-543-1926 or tropicalaudubon@gmail.com
Tuesday Jan 26
Kick off to concert series featuring
Deblois, starting at 7pm
Wednesday Jan 27- Conservation Meeting Discussion of conservation issues with our executive director. TAS members and guests are
invited to attend this and other Conservation Committee meetings at 7:30
pm on the 4th Wednesday of the month. Meetings are held at the Doc Thomas House, 5530 Sunset Dr., Miami, 33143.
Call 305-667-7337 for more information.
Sat. Jan. 30 — Wakodahatchee / Green Cay / Okeeheelee
Birding
Nancy Freedman will lead this carpool trip. Meet at 7:30am at Wakodahatchee Wetlands (13026 Jog Road, about 1.5 miles north of Atlantic Avenue in Delray Beach.) Bring lunch.

Sat. Feb. 6 — Harold Campbell PUA Birding
Brian Rapoza will lead this carpool trip to Harold Campbell Public Use
Area in southern Palm Beach County. Meet at 6:30am at the east gate
(on SW 55th Ave.) of the Doc Thomas property (5530 Sunset Drive,
South Miami) or at 7:30am at Harold Campbell PUA, on Holeyland Road,
5.5 miles west of US 27 on the Broward/Palm Beach County line. Bring
lunch.

Sat. Feb. 6 — North Turner River Kayaking Trip Join us for
a 4 mile round trip paddle in search of wildlife to photograph, bring your

cameras and TAS will provide you with a dry bag. Phil Sidran will help us
with photo kayaking techniques. Bring your own kayak and donate 15$ to
TAS, Rent from us and donate 35$ to TAS. To RSVP please contact Laura
Reynolds 786-543-1926 or tropicalaudubon@gmail.com
Wed. Feb. 10- Joel Rosenthal, Incidents of Travel in Ecuador, Panama,
Peru and Costa Rica-Photographer Joel Rosenthal provides highlights of
trips to the cloud- and rainforests of the aforesaid countries in search of
rare, colorful and beautiful birds. Advice and suggestions will also be offered about destinations, lodging and planning birding trips to these venues.
Membership meetings are open to the public and held at the Doc Thomas
House, 5530 Sunset Drive, near Red Road. The doors open at 7:30pm and
the show begins at 8pm. Call (305) 667-7337 for more information.

Sat. Feb. 13 — Porter-Russell Pine Rockland Walk
Joe Barros will lead this walk through Tropical Audubon's own pine rockland, a remnant of Miami-Dade's most threatened habitat. See wildflowers,
butterflies and birds and witness the struggles involved in preservation of
this fragmented and globally imperiled habitat. This walk will provide an
excellent opportunity to see Mosier's False Boneset, a plant endemic to
this habitat, and other pine rockland specialties. Meet at 7:30am. From
Florida's Turnpike, exit at SW 216 Street. Turn right and drive west on SW
216 Street, across US-1, to SW 124 Avenue. Turn left and drive south to
SW 220 Street. The pineland is on the right, just south of SW 220 Street.

Sat. Feb. 20— Shark Valley / Loop Road Birding
John Hutchison will lead this trip. Meet at 8:00am at the airboat concession
on the north side of Tamiami Trail (US 41), one mile west of the Shark
Valley entrance. There is an entrance fee to Shark Valley. Bring lunch.

Sat. Feb. 20 — Virginian Key Kayak Trip Join Phil Sidran and
Roger Rosenburger while we explore the critical wildlife area and improve
our photography skills. Bring your own kayak and donate 10$ to TAS, or
rent from us for a donation of 25$. To sign up for this trip please contact
Laura Reynolds at 786-543-1926 or email tropicalaudubon@gmail.com.
Wed. Feb.24- Conservation Meeting Discussion of conservation
issues with our executive director. TAS members and guests are invited to
attend this and other Conservation Committee meetings at 7:30 pm on the
4th Wednesday of the month. Meetings are held at the Doc Thomas
House, 5530 Sunset Dr., Miami, 33143.
Call 305-667-7337 for more information.
Sat. Feb. 27— Everglades Nature Photography
Jeff Weber and Trey Mitchell will lead this all-day trip in Everglades National Park, which will focus on the many opportunities the park offers for
taking stunning wildlife images — from alligators to tiny damselflies. We'll
use both telephoto and macro lenses to capture shots of whatever birds
and beasts we encounter. The walk will start early and end at dusk to take
advantage of the best light conditions. Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the Coe Visitor
Center. There is an entrance fee to the park. Bring lunch.

Sun. Feb 28- Future Conservationist Everglades Tour
Laura Reynolds will lead a tour geared for kids, students and parents. We
will meet at the Coe Visitor Center at 1pm, bring snacks, water and outdoor
clothing. We will walk on the Anhinga Trail and if you have binoculars
bring them. RSVP by emailing tropicalaudubon@gmail.com
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