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Oil Spill Nightmare

for Gulf Coast Birds: Migrants Will Be Next Victims
by Ana Maria Lima

As Autumn approaches, tens of millions
of shorebirds, waterbirds and other migratory species will begin their arduous annual
journey south from as far north as the Arctic.
Sadly, they may be flying to their graves, some
fear, as the birds stop to refuel in the oil-contaminated marshes, beaches and estuaries of
the Gulf of Mexico.
Since the April 20th explosion on
the Deepwater Horizon oil rig in the Gulf,
we have been bombarded with images of oilsoaked birds, a sad symbol of the epic ecological disaster. More than 5,000 birds have been
collected from the sullied coasts and marshes.
More than half of those birds perished.
Yet one has only to look into the
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scared eyes of a quivering Brown Pelican covered in oil, an otherwise majestic powerful
creature, to comprehend the gravity of the
disaster. The sight of a delicate pink Roseate
Spoonbill turned into a black oily mess is the
starkest of reminders of the price we all pay
for off-shore oil drilling operations.
For the migratory species on their
way to warmer climates, we wish we could
warn them of the danger ahead.
“All the wetland birds that use the
salt and brackish water are at risk,” said Greg
Butcher, Director of Bird Conservation for
the National Audubon Society. “With the Fall
shorebird migration starting, they are feeding
on the sandflats and mudflats as they get ex-
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posed by falling tides and if those areas are
oiled the birds will be affected.”
The BP-leased Deepwater well
spewed hundreds of millions of gallons of oil
into the sea before it was capped with cement
in early August. As engineers work to permanently secure the rig operation, the Gulf region will remain at risk. As we learned from
the Exxon Valdez disaster in 1989, it can take
decades for some fish and plant species to
fully recover from oil spill pollution.
Birds at risk this Fall include ocean
birds, shorebirds, and waterbirds, which can
ingest oil or get it on their feathers while feeding. Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, Common
Loon, American White Pelican, Double-
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A part of central Miami, yet seemingly removed from birders’
collective consciousness, Virginia Key is always present, yet rarely explored these days. Its glory days were the 1970s and 1980s, when birders scoured flats and sewage settlement ponds for unusual shorebirds,
bayside for rare ducks and loons and tangled vegetation for Caribbean strays. Indeed, birders were duly rewarded. Wally George even
discovered a rare Great Black-Hawk on the island. The provenance
of this South American bird provided excitement and speculation for
years. Birders of that era practically grow misty-eyed when reminiscing about the nature trail in Cape Florida, the mudflats just offshore
and Virginia Key.
What happened? Andrew “happened” to Cape Florida in
1992, but before that, a slower death came to the island just north of
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Key Biscayne – Crandon Park Zoo closed its cages and moved to the
new Metrozoo, the Marine Stadium became defunct and began its
slow decay, the sewage plant paved the sludge drying beds and Key
Biscayne lost its charm and attraction as Miami residents moved to
the suburbs. Progress in the form of increased automobile traffic put
a damper on outings to “the Key.” By the time Powell Bridge replaced
the old drawbridge, traffic patterns to and from this area became so
dramatic that a birder had to time his visit to Virginia Key or Key
Biscayne with precision in order to avoid sitting in traffic for hours.
Almost in a downward spiral, Virginia Key became the shabby, tired
old relative that you ignore. Historic Virginia Key Beach lost its appeal, the area near the sewage plant continued to be (according to oldtimers) a toxic dump and invasive exotic plants overwhelmed native
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Tropical Audubon Celebrates
Virginia Key Conservation Victory

Dear Friends,
I have never liked the “Doom & Gloom” of environmental activism despite the sad reality of
constant developmental pressure, losses of natural areas, the decline of species, and the recent events in the
Gulf of Mexico, where the tragic oil spill’s threat to wildlife and our coastline is not yet entirely known.
Having said that, there is much to be excited about today at Tropical Audubon Society. We can
start by applauding the Miami City Commission’s recent approval of the Virginia Key Master Plan, a victory
for Tropical Audubon, which worked so hard with its conservation partners to ensure the plan emphasized
environmental and historical stewardship. Conservation efforts like this are the most important thing we
do at Tropical Audubon.
The Virginia Key Master Plan is a testament to the hard work of our Executive Director, Laura
Reynolds, and TAS superstar intern Caitlin MacLaren, who were instrumental in calling for the rejection of
an earlier version of the plan that focused too much on concrete and not enough on greenery. They worked
together with a coalition of community groups to influence a re-designed plan favoring passive recreation.
The re-designed plan emphasizes conservation in the sensitive North Point area of the 1,000-acre barrier
island, and includes restoration of beaches and hammocks, innovative parking structures, restoration of the
historic Miami Marine Stadium, athletic fields, and biking and hiking trails.
The passage of a master plan is hopefully the beginning of an upward trend to restore this natural
island jewel. With the creation of a Virginia Key Governing Board, which the community coalition requested,
we hope the island will be treated with respect.
We have made our mark in Miami-Dade County over the past 60 years by fighting to preserve the
beauty of the South Florida environment. Recently, Laura and our conservation co-chair, Dennis Olle, won
another victory for Miami-Dade conservation. TAS strongly opposed a very ill-conceived plan to allow off
road vehicles (ORVs) to run rampant in highly sensitive wildlife habitat. We asked questions of government
agencies and took a strong position against this Collier and Miami-Dade travesty to finally have it voted
down by the Collier County Commission.
There are other efforts happening at TAS to be excited about, including this wonderfully revamped edition of the TAS publication, Tropical Audubon, which has been inspired by our energetic and
creative publisher Rafael Gálvez, and editor Ana Lima. You also may have noticed the transformation of the
TAS property, thanks to our board member Lewis “Brother” Milledge. He has created a beautiful garden
displaying many of our native flora and recreated native habitats. The jewel of the TAS property, the vintage
1931 cracker cottage that we refer to as “Doc” Thomas House, is undergoing needed updates, which will
preserve its 20th Century character; thanks in no small part to the efforts of board member Gary Hunt.
And finally, board member Brian Rapoza has again organized a yearlong series of events that includes
fieldtrips to Texas, the Great Lakes and Ecuador!
Returning to “Doom & Gloom,” the sad part is that all this is never enough. Join us at a Member’s
meeting or a bird walk. You could help Rafael and Ana create content for future issues of this publication.
Brother would welcome help during the monthly work days. Laura could use your presence at a local
conservation meeting or help with many conservation efforts. And I am open to ideas for fundraising and
participation on the board. Also, your financial support is always much needed and appreciated.
I hope to see you at a TAS event and look forward to your continued participation!
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Tropical Audubon Society (TAS) is a group of dedicated citizens who care about the quality of South Florida’s environment. Established in 1947, we are a chapter of National Audubon Society and Florida Audubon Society.
Tropical Audubon’s Mission: 1) Conservation: To work toward protection of the natural world and to promote wise stewardship of natural resources, especially native plants, animals and their habitat. 2) Education: To
promote, among members and the public of all ages, an understanding and appreciation of nature, the environment, and ecological relationships. 3) Enjoyment: To enjoy together the study and protection of nature. We
believe in the wisdom of nature’s design. We seek to foster and promote ecological conscientiousness in our community. This is the official publication of the Tropical Audubon Society (TAS), a non-profit, 501(c) (3) taxexempt organization. Our headquarters, the Doc Thomas House, is a Dade County Historic site on three sub-tropical acres of native habitat in South Miami, located at 5530 Sunset Drive, Miami, Florida 33143. The phone
number is (305) 667-7337. Membership rate, $20 per year. Please make your checks payable to Tropical Audubon Society, and mail to our office (address above). Contact TASpublisher@gmail.com for comments, letters
and guidelines for anyone wishing to contribute to future issues.
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Tamiami Trail Plan Advances
Everglades Conservation
Tropical Audubon Society

by Laura Reynolds

Everglades Restoration has had its
uphill battles since the authorization of the
Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan
(CERP) in 2000. Some have pondered why
the Department of the Interior did not have
a more leading role in the planning process:
after all, the Department is the federal agency
responsible for protecting America’s natural
resources. Instead, our federal sponsor for
restoration is the Army Corps of Engineers,
an agency responsible for national security

Water flow is restricted to Everglades National Park.
Existing culverts and road safety requirements keep water
levels unnaturally low. Future vision is to restore needed

and defense against natural disasters, which
here in Florida amounts to mostly flood protection. Nevertheless we have seen the Corps
move projects forward that are achieving restoration under the Obama Administration
and CERP has had four groundbreakings.
We are seeing results on the ground after ten
years of planning! Much of this momentum
has come also from of our state partners, the
South Florida Water Management District,
moving projects forward ahead of the federal

water flow without levees or compartments blocking water
to Everglades National Park by additional bridges and/or
road elevation. Graphics courtesy: Everglades Foundation

reimbursements. Now with a shrinking state
budget we will look for continued federal
support to continue this momentum.
The exciting news is that for the first
time the Department of the Interior is planning a project that could prove to be one of
the most important restorative efforts to
move much needed water into the Everglades.
The draft plan, released in May, calls for 5.5
miles of bridging along the Tamiami Trail, in
addition to a one-mile bridge currently under
construction on the Eastern portion of the
Trail. Built in 1928, the Tamiami Trail was
considered a success for connecting Miami to
Tampa, but sadly it also compartmentalized
and obstructed historic water flow patterns in
the Everglades, parching the once biodiverse
southern part of the park, while drowning the
marshes and tree islands to the north. Historically, the Southern end of the park was
the most biologically diverse and productive;
teeming with wading birds that would darken
the sky as flocks flew overhead. Today those
numbers are a fraction of what they once were
and this is directly tied to the amount of water
that is delivered to the park.



Bird of the Day Listing
Text and photos by Trey Mitchell

It was New Year’s Day, 2008 and I had just
finished an intense year of counting bird species for Florida’s Big Year birding competition.
I needed a break from extreme birdwatching.
I was happy with my efforts, but worn out.
That’s when I decided to try a unique birding
method known as bird of the day.
The concept of bird of the day is
simple: find and record a new avian species
every day for as many days as possible during the year. Some birders and groups have
added rules, but ultimately, the method offers
another alternative to the many ways birders
keep lists of species they observe.
During the first half of the year, bird
of the day gets me out observing almost every
day. As time passes, patterns become clear as
I compare observations from one year to the
next. I have begun to expect to see particular
birds based on the specific date and habitat,
which makes my birding experience more enjoyable.
I was introduced to bird of the day
listing in 2006 by Bill Boeringer, a longtime

Continued on page 11

TAS volunteer leader, who I would find at
A.D. Barnes Park early in the morning, day
after day, birding for just a few minutes before
work, searching for his bird of the day. I asked
Bill about the bird of the day concept and as
he spoke, I knew it was something I wanted to
try.
I also discovered that Robin Diaz, of
the South Florida Bird Observatory had been
listing a bird of the day for several years. I
asked her about the origin of the method. She
told me about Tom Wetmore, an avid Massachusetts birder who birds Plum Island and has
been recording birdlife there for many years.
Tom’s bird of the day list consists of a different
avian species every day for as many days as
possible. Robin and Bill added a few rules for
competition. According to the rules, you may
not repeat the same bird or skip a day. Also,
any free-flying, non-caged bird is countable,
except for chickens. I don’t know why chickens aren’t countable, but that’s the rule and we
follow it. No chickens, but Florida exotics can
be counted on your list.



Continued on page 11

www.BirdADay.net

3

3

Eastern Screech-Owl
Matheson Hammock
© Trey Mitchell
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Profile:   Dr. Jerry Lorenz    the spoonbill man
Dr. Jerry Lorenz, a trained fisheries ecologist,
is the most recent scientist to continue Audubon’s
80-year tradition of studying Florida Bay in
general and Roseate Spoonbills in particular.
His most recent work of banding and tracking
spoonbills finally explains why it took so long
for spoonbills to recover from plume hunting,
which nearly extirpated the species at the turn
of the century, and why spoonbills in Florida Bay
continue to decline. Tropical Audubon officials
sat with the director of research at the Tavernier
Science Center for an interview:
Tell us about the research at the Tavernier
Science Center
We work on how water management affects the
mangrove environment and how that affects
the fish and the top predators, using the Roseate Spoonbill as an
indicator species. Spoonbills represent the health of the Florida Bay.
If spoonbills are not doing well, the bay is not healthy and if the
bay is not healthy, the Everglades is not healthy. We also use this
information to develop models that show how water restoration
projects affect the Bay.
Describe your workdays at the Science Center
When I first started here, a typical day would be getting up well
before dawn – because the fish become very sensitive to the traps
as it gets brighter – spend an hour deploying the traps and then the
next 8 hours clearing the traps, collecting the fish and cleaning the
wet 80-pound nets. When I finally had enough crew to do that job
I started going out on evenings, weekends and holidays to survey
the spoonbills.

Tell us an anecdote from the Science Center that marks an
important moment in your life or work
The big turning point was in 1996. I had been here for 7 years and
hadn’t published anything. I was a one-man crew – still collecting
data – when I first organized my thoughts to include spoonbills in
the study rather than just fish. I was developing a presentation for
the Florida Bay Science Panel and went back to the old notes and
archives that are scattered all over the Center and came across the
notes of original research Director Robert Allen, who is now my
hero. I found all this data he had collected in the last years of his life.
His last entry was in 1963, the year he died very suddenly and the
year I was born, coincidentally. I started working his data and that
was my “A-ha!” moment. I finally integrated the fish and its relation
to the spoonbill. When I presented this to the several hundred
scientists at that meeting, they all agreed this was good stuff.
How are the spoonbills doing now?
Spoonbills here are doing horrible, which tells us the Florida Bay is
not healthy. The number of spoonbills this year is the lowest since
1960. Spoonbills practice nesting site fidelity; they come back to
where they were hatched to breed. Other wading birds might have
200,000 nests one year and only 10,000 the next. Spoonbills won’t
do that; they’ll have 200 nests this year and a very similar number
the year after. Their numbers have been continually going down in
the last 25 years. It takes them 4 to 6 years to reach sexual maturity
so this process is always slow. In the early 1950s there were only
about 20 nests in Florida. Those numbers gradually went up as
the birds were successful in producing two chicks per nest. The
numbers continued going up until 1978. Then between ‘82 and ‘84,
the way the water system was built and operated changed, and that
is when things went really bad for the Florida Bay. From that point
on the number of spoonbills dropped and kept dropping almost

Spring 2010 Birding Recap

A

An impressive 503 bird species have now been documented in
Florida; a Townsend’s Solitaire, found near Orlando in March 2008,
was the latest edition to the list. To see every species on the state list
in one’s lifetime is but a dream; some of the birds haven’t been seen
in Florida in over a century! Beyond 300 species, adding to one’s
Florida list typically involves chasing some rarity from the Caribbean,
the western U.S. or beyond. Often, these vagrants are discovered in
some far-flung corner of the state; I’ve chased birds from Pensacola
to the Dry Tortugas and just about everywhere in between. For those
of us who have devoted ourselves to building a Florida list of over
400 species, we now rarely experience the thrill of finding new state
birds ourselves; rarer still is to discover them close to home. But that’s
exactly what happened to me this past April. During an otherwise
un-birdy stroll through Kendall Indian Hammocks Park, just three
miles from home, I serendipitously happened upon a Black-headed
Grosbeak, a songbird normally found in western North America. It’s
a vagrant that I have previously chased, unsuccessfully, all the way to
Pensacola. Not only was I able to add the grosbeak to my Florida list
(#426), but also many local birders were able to share in my discovery
and add it to their life lists. The bird was last seen three days later,
during a TAS walk I led through the park.
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by Brian Rapoza

Though spring birding in southeast Florida was somewhat slow
for neotropical migrants, there were plenty of other exciting avian
discoveries during the season. In late March, a Bar-tailed Godwit was
found near the Flamingo campground in Everglades National Park. The
godwit, of the subspecies baueri, which breeds in Alaska and western
Asia, was spotted intermittently during the following week. Also in late
March, a Townsend’s Warbler was a one-day wonder at Bill Sadowski
Park in Palmetto Bay. An impressive list of Caribbean vagrants were
found in the state this spring, among them a Loggerhead Kingbird and
Thick-billed Vireo, both found in the Key West area in late March. A
Western Spindalis spent a few days in early April at Bill Baggs Cape
Florida State Park on Key Biscayne and a Bahama Mockingbird did the
same during mid-May at Ft. De Soto County Park in St. Petersburg.
The wintering La Sagra’s Flycatcher at Bill Baggs continued through
late April; another La Sagra’s was found in late May at Royal Palm
Hammock in Everglades National Park; this bird may have been the
same individual that wintered nearby. The Smooth-billed Ani at Royal
Palm Hammock and the Red-footed Booby at Pelican Harbor Seabird
Station continued to be seen throughout the season. Topping all of
these sightings, arguably, was the Red-legged Thrush photographed in
Melbourne at the end of May. If accepted, this will be the first North
American record for this Caribbean species!
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by Begoñe Cazalis
every year. The numbers have dropped
down to less than 300 in just 30 years and
that is pretty scary.

What will the Science Center’s legacy be
and what will your role in it be?
I feel very strongly that the reason I am able
to use science effectually is because I am
standing on the shoulders of John Ogden
and Sandy Sprunt and George Powell, and
they are standing on the shoulders of Bob
Allen. I hope somebody will climb onto
my shoulders and extend this. Technology
grows everyday and our ability to study the
system grows daily. I look back at some of
the things that Bob Allen said and I know

“

Dr. Jerry Lorenz
inspects a Roseate Spoonbill
nestling after banding it.

they are wrong. He was a great scientist, but
there is no way he could’ve known the things
I know today, because I can put satellite
transmitters on these birds and follow them
around. His hypothesis was that spoonbills
were migrating to Cuba during the summer
and coming back, and he had anecdotal
data to suggest that was happening. But
with transmitters on the birds we know

during an otherwise un-birdy stroll...
I serendipitously happened upon

a Black-headed Grosbeak

Mark your calendars! On Wednesday October 13,
2010 at 7:30pm, Dr. Jerry Lorenz will be Tropical Audubon Society’s guest speaker at the Doc.
Thomas House.
For his presentation “Roseate Spoonbills in
Florida Bay—A Pink Canary in a Coal Mine,”
Dr. Lorenz will bring together Audubon’s 80-year record on spoonbill nesting patterns with his personal
experience in studying the fish on which spoonbills
feed, thereby constructing a story of how the human
population explosion in southern Florida has had a
multilevel effect on spoonbills. Like the canary in a
coal mine, Roseate Spoonbills are letting us know
that there is something drastically wrong with our
environment.

“

The good news is that five years
ago, I gave a presentation to the Water
Management District and convinced them
that the way they were operating the system
was killing the spoonbills. The chicks were
dying; every year instead of two chicks per
nest, when it was on the rise, now it was one
chick every three nests. So, between 1983
and 2004 there were only 7 years in which
spoonbills successfully nested; they failed
in the great majority. In 2005 the district
started having communication with us on
a weekly basis before they made a decision
that would affect the Bay. Since then we
have had about six successful years.

they never leave, they just hide. They are
feeding in conspicuous places because it is
the dry season. During the wet season they
are out in the middle of the Everglades. As
technology grows somebody is going to be
able to take all of my theories and say which
work. A lot of what we do is an educated
guess, but that is the fun part, that is what
I like about my job. Five years ago my
hypothesis was that spoonbills nest in the
Florida Bay and then leave to Tampa Bay to
nest there and then leave to Merrit Island,
nest there then come back to Florida Bay.
Again, the satellites showed us wrong.

Spring was also a good time to look for local specialties. Red-whiskered
Bulbuls and Spot-breasted Orioles were consistently found in the Baptist
Hospital area in Kendall, while White-winged Parakeets were reliably seen
on Le Jeune Road south of Miami International Airport. Mangrove Cuckoo,
a reclusive species typically difficult to find, were repeatedly seen and heard
during May at Black Point Marina in Cutler Bay. Yellow-billed Cuckoo could
also be found there; on one day in mid-May, a Black-billed Cuckoo joined
them. White-crowned Pigeons were widespread, with reports in early
May as far north as Boca Raton in Palm Beach County. Shiny Cowbirds
were reported from a number of locations and were often seen around the
Flamingo visitor center in Everglades National Park. In early April, Black
Rails were calling along the main park road near Mahogany Hammock,
in an area also reliable for breeding Cape Sable Seaside Sparrows. By late
April, Antillean Nighthawks returned to Marathon airport and Blackwhiskered Vireos were widespread in the Keys. By mid-May, Roseate Terns
could be seen on and around Marathon Government Center; both Roseate
and Bridled Terns, along with the usual Sooty Terns and Brown Noddies,
were breeding in the Dry Tortugas.
Join Brian Rapoza, Saturday September 11 for a bird walk through Kendall Indian
Hammock Park and the Environmental Center at Miami-Dade College Kendall
Campus. Meet at 7:30am near the Kendall Indian Hammock ballfields (11395 SW
79 St.) Enter the park on SW 107 Ave.

Black-headed Grosbeak
April 2010 at Kendall Indian
Hammock Park, Miami.
© Roberto Torres
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South Florida on Oil Alert - Fragile Ecosystems at Risk

by Ana Maria Lima

www.MacStonePhoto.com

Just before sunrise one warm summer day Audubon field biologists Adam Chasey and Mac Stone launched their boat for Cape Sable,
the southernmost point of the U.S. mainland, cautiously making their
way into an ecosystem that has struggled to survive the manipulation
of man, yet persists in its beauty.
The biologists were among many researchers from various
organizations who spent this summer monitoring fish and bird populations in the Florida Bay and Florida Keys, collecting information
that could become valuable baseline data in the event that oil from the
Deepwater Horizon in the Gulf of Mexico spill reaches South Florida.
Many species in this fragile ecosystem would be particularly prone to
oil, concerning scientists and conservationists.
As the biologists launched from Flamingo in Everglades National Park, an osprey screeched overhead and a flock of glossy ibis
cut a spectacular silhouette across the pillowy clouds. Manatee and
dolphins frolicked in the Bay. Crocodiles basked in the sun on muddy
canal banks. A Reddish Egret performed a graceful dance to stir up
its next meal. And a flock of Roseate Spoonbills, appearing like pink
blooms against a vast tapestry of green mangroves, swept their bills
back and forth in the shallow waters of their compromised wilderness.
Stone worries about the potential damage that could result if
oil reaches Cape Sable, which has coasts along the Florida Bay and the
Gulf of Mexico.
“The oil would be tidally drawn into these little man-made
canals and into the mangroves, right into wading bird habitat and
shore bird nesting and foraging ground,” Stone said. “The fish would
be affected. The vegetation could be coated. It would create huge problems.”
“We’re on pins and needles down here.”
Pete Frezza, Research Manager for the Everglades Region
with Audubon’s Tavernier Science Center in the Florida Keys, said
Roseate Spoonbills are of special concern. “They are slowly leaving
Florida Bay for reasons we don’t completely understand, so you add
another variable, potentially the oil, which could damage their habitat
- the sea grasses or the mangroves - and that could certainly put their
population over the edge,” he said.

Find Serenity in Nature with Yoga at TAS
Enjoy the shady grounds or historic vibes of the Doc Thomas House
this summer with our daily yoga classes. Yoga at Tropical Audubon
accents ancient principles of yoga to harmonize the mind and body.
Classes are an authentic taste of the search for peace that is the heart
of yoga. You will be transported through asana, pranayama, meditation and guided visualizations to both expand and awaken you. Classes
are based on the original tantra hatha style of practice with sequences
that enhance your physical, emotional and spiritual quality of life. All
levels of students are welcomed to any class. Classes are well planned,
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Many scientists speculate that the oil from the Deepwater
Horizon accident would most likely arrive in South Florida in the form
of weathered tar balls rather than surface oil slicks. But a hurricane
could potentially blow oil slicks toward the Florida Bay. And a loop
current could bring some form of the oil around the Florida Peninsula.
Furthermore, experts are concerned about the impact of subsurface oil
particles and chemical dispersants that BP oil giant has been using to
break up the spill.
What is for sure is that any damage to habitat or to any link in
the food chain could have wide-ranging repercussions.
“If the mangroves are affected, everything else would be affected,” Frezza said. Coastal mangroves, a hardy plant that can survive salty water, are susceptible because their gnarly roots jut above
the water surface to breath the air. Oil could potentially suffocate the
mangrove forests, which are critical habitat in the Florida Bay for many
species, including Reddish Egrets, Snowy Egrets, the Little Blue, Great
Blue, Green and Great White Herons, both ibis species, Pelicans, Cormorants, Red-winged Blackbirds, Yellow Warblers, Prairie Warblers,
and many more.
Scientists are also concerned about potential oil damage to
the fragile coral reefs in the Florida Keys. James Byrne, The Nature
Conservancy’s marine science program manager for Florida and the
Caribbean said it is possible that a surface oil slick could pass over the
reefs without harming them, but he is worried that dissolved hydrocarbons in the water could affect the plankton that the coral feeds on,
or get into the tissue of the coral itself. Tar balls would be devastating,
essentially suffocating the coral.
Damage to habitat for fish would result in a lack of food for
wading birds, which feed on species like killifish, mosquitofish and
sailfin mollies.
“The coral is the main habitat for important reef fish,” Byrne
said, “including grouper and snapper. The reefs provide shelter and
food for the smaller fish, drawing the big fish.”
“The biggest question we have is that we don’t know what
form the oil will be in, if it comes here,” Byrne said. “It’s one of those
things - No one really knows.”

yoga
yoga



and multi-tiered to allow the novice and the long time practitioner
equal benefit. Yoga at Tropical Audubon is an oasis conveniently located in the heart of South Miami. This is the beginning of a beautiful
journey to your heart and soul in a tranquil natural setting. COST:
Membership to Tropical Audubon $25.00 per year. Each class $12.00.
The first class will take place August 7 at 9am at 5530 Sunset Dr.
Contact instructor Suzen Gerrish for more information: (305)
333-4703.
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Events Calendar

Tropical Audubon Society is proud to once again offer an outstanding lineup of outings and monthly programs. You will see bird, plant
and butterfly trips; morning trips, all day trips, overnight trips; outings
nearby and outings afar; the very important seasonal bird counts;
special events (Birdathon!!); workdays; plant sales; and lots of ways
to have a good time while supporting a great cause and learning
more about our native environment. All events with a confirmed date
are included. Please mark your calendars and join us!

Field Trips
Field trips take place rain or shine (remember that rainy days are
often birdy days, especially during migration). Please remember that
some parks charge entrance fees, participants usually share gasoline costs for carpool trips, and overnight and boat trips will mean
additional costs. Also, on some of the nature walks a fee may be
required. To allow communication with trip leaders, walkie-talkies are
recommended for carpool trips. The specifics for each trip are indicated below. In some cases, the trip leader has included his/her email
address and phone number for direct contact. All trips are led by volunteer leaders from the Tropical Audubon Society. Unless otherwise
indicated, they are free and open to the public, and reservations are
not necessary. For more information concerning any field trip, contact the field trip coordinator at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org or at
(305) 388-1544.
Sat., Aug. 28 — Everglades Agricultural Area Birding
Paul Bithorn will lead an all day carpool trip to sod farms and flooded
fields in the Belle Glade area of Palm Beach County. Meet at 6:00am
at the east gate (SW 55th Ave.) of the Doc Thomas property (5530
Sunset Drive, South Miami). No fee. Lunch stop at a restaurant.
Sat., Sept. 4 — Fairchild Tropical Botanical Gardens / Matheson
Hammock Park Bird Walk
Joe Barros will lead birders through Fairchild Tropical Botanical Gardens, followed by a walk through Matheson Hammock Park. Meet at
7:30am in the Matheson parking area adjacent to Fairchild’s north
entrance. Entrance fee to Fairchild will be waived for TAS members.
Sun., Sept. 5 — Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park Bird Walk
Bill Boeringer will lead birders through Bill Baggs Cape Florida State
Park on Key Biscayne. Park opens at 8:00am. Meet at No Name Harbor (from entrance, take your first right and drive west to the parking
area). The walk will begin by 8:15am. Costs include an entrance fee
to the park and the Rickenbacker Causeway toll.
Sat., Sept. 11 — Kendall Indian Hammock Park / MDC
Environmental Center Bird Walk
Brian Rapoza will lead birders through Kendall Indian Hammock
Park, 11395 SW 79 St. (entrance is on SW 107 Ave.), followed by a
visit to the Environmental Center on the Miami-Dade College Kendall
Campus. Meet at 7:30 AM at the parking area near the Kendall Indian Hammock ballfields. Return is at approximately 11:00am.
Sat., Sept. 11 — South Dade Digiscoping Workshop
Jeff Bouton will lead a digiscoping and digital photography workshop
to Cutler Wetlands, Dump Marsh, and Everglades National Park.
Meet at the parking lot of Publix (20425 Old Cutler Rd.) at 7:30am.
This is an all-day carpool trip. Bring your cameras and scopes.
Sun., Sept. 12 — A.D. Barnes Park Bird Walk
Gigi Pardo will lead birders through A.D. Barnes Park. Enter on SW
72nd Ave. just north of Bird Rd. (SW 40th St.), turn left at the T intersection and park in spaces on either side of the road. Meet at 7:30am,
returning at approximately 11:00am. No fee.

Sun., Sept. 19 — Cutler Bay Birding
Roberto Torres will lead this tour of Cutler Bay birding locations. Meet
at Bill Sadowski Park, 17555 SW 79 Ave., at 7:30am. Other stops
may include Black Point, Dump Marsh and Cutler Wetlands. No fee.
Sat., Sept. 25 — Greynolds Park Bird Walk
Jim King, Interpretive Nature Coordinator for Miami-Dade Parks, will
lead birders through Greynolds Park, 17530 W. Dixie HWY in N. Miami Beach. Meet at the park boathouse at 7:30am. Parking available
near playground & elevated mound opposite the boathouse. No fee.
Sun., Sept. 26 —Matheson Hammock Park Bird Walk
John Boyd will lead birders through Matheson Hammock on Old Cutler Rd. immediately north of Fairchild Gardens. The group meets in
the parking area on the left inside the park entrance at 7:30am. Return is at approximately 11:00am. No fee.
Sat., Oct. 2 — Corkscrew Swamp / Ft. Myers Beach Birding
Brian Rapoza will lead an all day carpool trip to Collier and Lee Counties. Meet at 6:00am at the east gate (on SW 55th Ave.) of the Doc
Thomas property (5530 Sunset Drive, South Miami). There is an admission fee for Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary (discount for Audubon
members). Bring lunch and wading shoes. Walkie-talkies are recommended.
Sat., Oct 9 — A.D. Barnes Park Bird Walk
Bill Boeringer will lead birders through A.D. Barnes Park. Enter on
SW 72nd Ave. just north of Bird Rd. (SW 40th St.), turn left at the T
intersection and park in spaces on either side of the road. Meet at
7:30am, returning at approximately 11:00am. No fee.
Sun., Oct 10 — Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park Bird Walk
Robin Diaz will lead birders through Bill Baggs Cape Florida State
Park on Key Biscayne. Park opens at 8:00am. Meet at No Name Harbor (from the entrance station, take your first right and drive west to
the parking area). The walk will begin by 8:15 AM. Costs include an
entrance fee to the park and the Rickenbacker Causeway toll.
Sat., Oct. 16 — South Dade Birding
Roberto Torres will lead this all day carpool trip, which may include
stops at Lucky Hammock, Castellow Hammock and Dump Marsh.
Meet at 7:00am in the parking lot of the Burger King on US 1 in Florida City (just after the end of the turnpike). No fee. This is an all day
trip. Bring lunch.
Sat., Oct. 23 — Everglades National Park Beginning Birding
Jeff Weber will lead this trip. Meet in the parking lot of the Coe Visitor
Center at Everglades National Park at 7:30am. There is an entrance
fee to the park. Bring lunch.
Sat., Oct. 30 — Shark Valley / Loop Road Birding
Paul Bithorn will lead this carpool trip. Meet at 8:00am at the airboat
concession on the north side of Tamiami Trail (US 41), one mile west
of the Shark Valley entrance. There is an entrance fee to Shark Valley. Bring lunch.
Sat., Nov. 6 — Everglades National Park Birding
John Boyd will lead this all day carpool trip. Meet in the parking lot of
the Coe Visitor Center at Everglades National Park at 7:30am. There
is an entrance fee to the park. Bring lunch.
Sat., Nov. 13 — Fakahatchee Strand / Marco Island Birding
Brian Rapoza will lead this carpool trip, which will include stops at Big
Cypress Bend boardwalk in Fakahatchee Strand Preserve State Park
and Tigertail Beach on Marco Island. Meet at 7:30am at the Oasis
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Visitor Center on Tamiami Trail (US 41). Shared gasoline costs, plus
entrance fee at Tigertail Beach. Bring lunch and wading footwear.
Walkie-talkies are recommended.
Sat., Nov. 20 - Wakodahatchee / Green Cay / Okeeheelee Birding
John Hutchison will lead this carpool trip. Meet at 7:30am at Wakodahatchee Wetlands (13026 Jog Road, about 1.5 miles north of Atlantic
Avenue in Delray Beach, Palm Beach County.) No fee. Bring lunch.
Sat., Dec. 4 — South Florida Exotics Trip
Paul Bithorn will lead birders in search of parrots, bulbuls, mynas, and
other introduced species in this carpool trip. Meet at 1:00pm at the
east parking lot of Baptist Hospital (8950 N Kendall Drive). No fee.
Sat., Dec. 11 —Plantation Preserve Birding
South Florida Audubon Society’s Paddy Cunningham invites TAS to
join her for a tour of Plantation Preserve in central Broward County.
The preserve is on Broward Blvd., two miles east of University Drive.
Meet Paddy at 8:00 AM at the trailhead past the playground. The tour
includes a stop at Target Wetlands; lunch at a local restaurant will
follow.
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Sat., Jan. 8 — Everglades National Park Birding
John Boyd will lead this all day carpool trip. Meet in the parking lot of
the Coe Visitor Center at Everglades National Park at 7:30am. There
is an entrance fee to the park. Bring lunch.
Fri. - Mon., Jan. 14-17 — North Florida Birding
Brian Rapoza and Paul Bithorn will lead this four day, three-night van
trip to the Tallahassee area. Costs ($400.00 per person double occupancy: $100.00 single supplement) include hotel and van/gas. Email
Brian for further information.
Sat., Jan. 15 — Crandon Park Birding
Jim King, Interpretive Nature Coordinator for Miami-Dade Parks, will
lead birders through Crandon Park on Key Biscayne. Meet at 7:30am
at the Crandon Visitor and Nature Center at Parking Lot #1, accessed
via the North Beach entrance to the park (no fee before 8:00am). The
tour will start at the Coastal Dune Trail, followed by a walk along the
beach to the mud flats for shorebirds.
Sat., Jan. 22 — North Broward Birding
John Hutchison will lead this carpool trip to birding locations in northern Broward County. Meet at 8:00am at Easterlin Park, 1000 NW 38
Street in Oakland Park. From I-95, exit at Oakland Park Blvd. (Exit
31). Drive east 0.3 miles to Powerline Road. Turn left and drive north
0.5 miles to NW 38 Street. Turn left and drive west 0.3 miles to the
park entrance (fee). Bear right after entering and park in the first lot
on the left, near the playground. Bring lunch.
Sat., Jan. 29 - Wakodahatchee / Green Cay / Okeeheelee Birding
Nancy Freedman will lead this carpool trip. Meet at 7:30am at Wakodahatchee Wetlands (13026 Jog Road, about 1.5 miles north of
Atlantic Avenue in Delray Beach.) No fee. Bring lunch.
Sat., Feb. 5 — South Dade Birding
Roberto Torres will lead this all day carpool trip, which may include
stops at Lucky Hammock, Castellow Hammock and Dump Marsh.
Meet at 7:00am in the parking lot of the Burger King on US1 in Florida
City (just after the end of the turnpike). This is an all day trip. No fee.
Bring lunch.
Sat., Feb. 12 — Everglades Nature Photography
Jeff Weber and Trey Mitchell will lead an all-day event in Everglades
National Park. Meet at 7:00am at the Coe Visitor Center. There is an
entrance fee to the park. Bring lunch.

Sat., Feb. 19 — STA-5 Birding
Hendry Glades Audubon Society invites TAS to join them for a tour of
Stormwater Treatment Area-5 in Hendry County. For those planning
to carpool, this trip is limited to 20 participants and reservations are
required. No fee. Contact Brian Rapoza for details, including meeting
place and time.
Sat., Feb. 26 — Shark Valley/Loop Road Birding
John Hutchison will lead this trip. Meet at 8:00am at the airboat concession on the north side of Tamiami Trail (US 41), one mile west of
the Shark Valley entrance. There is an entrance fee to Shark Valley.
Bring lunch.
Sat., Mar. 5 — Chekika Area Birding
Carlos Sanchez leads this carpool trip to the east Everglades, including Chekika Day Use Area of Everglades National Park. Meet at
7:00am at the C-357 sparrow fields. From Krome Avenue, drive west
3.0 miles on Richmond Drive (SW 168 Street). Park at a red gate on
the left (south) side of the road, 0.2 miles past the water control structure at the C-357 Canal. No fee.
Sat., Mar. 12 — Everglades National Park Birding
John Boyd will lead this all day carpool trip. Meet in the parking lot of
the Coe Visitor Center at Everglades National Park at 7:30am. There
is an entrance fee to the park. Bring lunch.
Sat., Mar. 19 - Wakodahatchee / Green Cay / Okeeheelee Birding
Nancy Freedman will lead this carpool trip. Meet at 7:30am at Wakodahatchee Wetlands (13026 Jog Road, about 1.5 miles north of
Atlantic Avenue in Delray Beach.) No fee. Bring lunch.
Sun., Mar. 20 — Spring Wildflower Walk with Roger Hammer
Well known South Florida plant expert, Roger Hammer, will lead this
walk down the Long Pine Key Nature Trail in Everglades National
Park. Meet at the Ernest Coe Visitor Center in Everglades National
Park at 8am, return approximately 11:30am. There is an entrance fee
to the park. Reservations and fee required: $40 members/$45 nonmembers includes an autographed copy of Roger’s recent book, Everglades Wildflowers. Call 305-247-1634, or e-mail Roger at RHAMMER@miamidade.gov to register or for more information.
Sat., Mar. 26 — Porter-Russell Pine Rockland Walk
Joe Barros will lead this walk through Tropical Audubon’s own pine
rockland, a remnant of Miami-Dade’s most threatened habitat. Meet
at 7:30am. From Florida’s Turnpike, exit at SW 216 Street. Turn right
and drive west on SW 216 Street, across US-1, to SW 124 Avenue.
Turn left and drive south to SW 220 Street. The pineland is on the
right, just south of SW 220 Street.
Sat., Apr. 2 — South Broward Birding
John Hutchison will lead this carpool trip to birding locations in southern Broward County. Meet at 8:00am at Markham Park’s Meadow
Nature Trail. From I-75, exit at Royal Palm Parkway (Exit 15). Drive
west 0.5 miles to Weston Road. Turn right and drive west 2.8 miles to
the park entrance. From I-595, exit at 136 Street (Exit 1A) and drive
west 2.0 miles on SR 84 (I-595 service road) to the park entrance.
Turn left after the entrance station (fee) to reach the nature trail parking area. Bring lunch.
Sun., Apr. 3 — A. D. Barnes Park Bird Walk
Gigi Pardo will lead birders through A.D. Barnes Park. Enter on SW
72nd Ave. just north of Bird Rd. (SW 40th St.), turn left at the T intersection and park in spaces on either side of the road. Meet at 7:30am,
returning at approximately 11:00am.
Sat., Apr. 9 — Kendall Indian Hammock Park / MDC
Environmental Center Bird Walk
Bill Boeringer will lead birders through Kendall Indian Hammock Park,

11395 SW 79 St. (entrance is on SW 107 Ave.), followed by a visit to
the Environmental Center on the Miami-Dade College Kendall Campus. Meet at 7:30 AM at the parking area near the Kendall Indian
Hammock ballfields. Return is at approximately 11:00am.
Sun., Apr. 10 — Fairchild Tropical Botanical Gardens / Matheson
Hammock Park Bird Walk
Joe Barros will lead birders through Fairchild Tropical Botanical Gardens, followed by a walk through Matheson Hammock Park. Meet at
7:30am in the Matheson parking area adjacent to Fairchild’s north
entrance. Entrance fee to Fairchild will be waived for TAS members.
Return is at approximately 11:00am.
Sat., Apr. 16 — Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park Bird Walk
Robin Diaz will lead birders through Bill Baggs Cape Florida State
Park on Key Biscayne. The park opens at 8:00am. Participants
should meet at No Name Harbor (from the entrance station, take your
first right and drive west to the parking area). The walk will begin by
8:15am. Costs include an entrance fee to the park and the Rickenbacker Causeway toll.
Fri., Apr. 22 to Sun., Apr. 24 – Florida Keys and Dry Tortugas
Birding
Brian Rapoza and Paul Bithorn lead this three-day, two night van trip
through the Florida Keys, including a one day boat trip to Dry Tortugas National Park. Costs ($595.00 per person double occupancy:
$125.00 single supplement) includes two nights hotel in the Key West
area, van/gas, park fees and ferry to the Dry Tortugas. Email Brian for
further information.
Sat., Apr. 23 — Greynolds Park Bird Walk
Jim King, Interpretive Nature Coordinator for Miami-Dade Parks, will
lead birders through Greynold’s Park, 17530 West Dixie Highway in
North Miami Beach. Meet at the park boathouse at 7:30am. Parking
is available near the playground and the elevated mound opposite the
boathouse. Return is at approximately 11:00am.
Sat., Apr. 30 — Big Cypress Swamp Birding
Jeff Weber will lead this carpool trip to Big Cypress National Preserve. Meet at 7:30am at the Oasis Visitor Center on Tamiami Trail
(US 41). Bring lunch and insect repellant.
Sun., May 1 — Matheson Hammock Park Bird Walk
John Boyd will lead birders through Matheson Hammock on Old Cutler Rd. immediately north of Fairchild Gardens. The group meets in
the Matheson parking area on the left, inside the park entrance, at
7:30am.
Sat., May 7 — Key Largo Hammocks State Botanical Site: Birds,
Butterflies and Native Plants
Joe Barros will lead this trip to the largest remaining tract of coastal
tropical hardwood hammock in the Florida Keys. Meet at 6:30am in
the parking lot of the Burger King on US 1 in Florida City (just after
the end of the turnpike). Bring water and insect repellant. Lunch at a
Key Largo restaurant.
Sat., June 18 – Sun., June 26 — Trans-Pecos Birding
Brian Rapoza and Bill Boeringer lead this nine-day, eight-night trip
to the Davis Mountains, Big Bend, Guadalupe Mountains and Carlsbad Caverns National Parks and other birding hotspots in the TransPecos area of western Texas and southeastern New Mexico. This
trip, which begins and ends in El Paso, Texas, involves eight full days
of birding, with strenuous hikes in both mountain and desert habitats,
and is designed for intermediate to advanced birders. Group size
will be no more than ten (10) participants. Costs: $995.00 per person
double occupancy, $400.00 single supplement. Cost includes van
transportation, hotel accommodations and park entrance fees. Not

included is air fare to El Paso, tips, laundry costs and other incidental
expenses. Meals will be eaten in local restaurants and are paid for by
each participant.
Sat., July 9 – Sun., July 17 — Ecuador: The Northern Andes
Brian Rapoza and a local leader, arranged through Tropical Birding
Tours, lead this nine-day, eight-night trip to the northern Andes of Ecuador, beginning and ending in Quito. This trip involves seven full
days of birding, and is designed for intermediate to advanced birders. Group size will be no more than eight (8) participants. Costs:
$2,295.00 per person double occupancy, $140.00 single supplement.
Cost includes transportation, meals, lodging and guides. Not included
is round-trip air fare to Quito, tips, laundry costs and other incidental
expenses. For a detailed itinerary and trip application, with reservation requirements, email Brian Rapoza.

Bird Counts
The North American Migration Count (NAMC) sponsored in Florida by the Florida Ornithological Society, with the assistance of local
Audubon chapters, bird clubs and other interested organizations, is a
semi-annual snapshot of the progress and shape of bird migration.
On Saturday, September 18, 2010 & Saturday, May 14, 2011, birders from around the country will be collecting information on the abundance and distribution of both migrant and resident birds. If you can
find and identify birds and would like to participate in the count in
either Miami-Dade or Monroe County, contact us at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org. We’ll send you NAMC instructions and a checklist.
We’ll also let you know which areas need coverage (or, you can let us
know which area you wish to cover; it could be your own backyard,
neighborhood, a local park or other natural area).
Join the Christmas Bird Counts! Every year since 1900 teams of
interested birders have joined together across the country to count
the number of individual birds within each species occurring on the
same date in the same place. This huge task is coordinated by the
National Audubon Society. The consistency of the count creates a viable set of statistics that can be compared and used to measure the
effects that changes in the environment have had on the bird population. These measurements act as important warnings of environmental deterioration that should be heeded. In addition to the serious
consequences of the bird counts, they are a fun way to spend a day
with fellow birding enthusiasts. This is an all day event. Volunteers
are needed for all areas.
Fri., Dec. 17, 2010 — Biscayne National Park CBC
Coordinated by Max Tritt. Howard_Tritt@nps.gov
Sat., Dec. 18, 2010 — Miami-Dade County CBC
Coordinated by Brian Rapoza. fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org
Sun., Dec. 19, 2010 — Broward CBC
Coordinated by Bryant Roberts. bcasfieldtrips@gmail.com
Mon., Dec. 20, 2010 — Long Pine Key CBC
Coordinated by Robin Diaz. robin@tropicalaudubon.org
Sun., Dec. 26, 2010 — Kendall CBC
Coordinated by Bill Boeringer. bill@tropicalaudubon.org
Sun., Jan. 2, 2011 — Coot Bay / Everglades CBC
Coordinated by Brian Rapoza. fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org

Exciting Internship Opportunity at TAS



TAS is looking for an enthusiastic intern to work on conservation
advocacy and outreach. This is an excellent opportunity for young
environmentalists to learn about local issues and to gain experience
in public speaking, community organizing and communications.
Writing skills and a background in environmental science a plus.
For more details, contact Laura Reynolds at (305) 667-7337.

Meetings and Events
Membership meetings at Doc Thomas House are scheduled on the

2nd Wednesday of the month from September to November and from
January through April. The doors open at 7:30pm and the program
begins at 8:00pm. Dates in 2010-11: Sept. 8, Oct. 13, Nov. 10, Jan.
12, Feb. 9, Mar. 9 and Apr. 14. The scheduled programs for 2010:
Wed. Sept. 8. 7:30pm. Jeff Bouton, Guest Speaker

Digital Photography through a Scope

Jeff Bouton has taught hundreds of digiscoping workshops across
the US and internationally. His digiscoped images have appeared on
various renowned publications. He works for Leica Sport Optics as
the optics specialist to the birding & naturalist communities in North
America. On Sat. Sept. 11, Jeff will also lead a carpool workshop on
digiscoping and digital photography. Meet at the Publix parking lot at
20425 Old Cutler Rd at 7:30am. This is an all-day trip. Bring lunch.
Wed. Oct. 13. 7:30pm. Thomas E. Lodge, Ph.D., Guest Speaker

The Everglades Handbook: Understanding the Ecosystem

Dr. Lodge talks about his recently released 3rd edition of The
Everglades Handbook: Understanding the Ecosystem. A new chapter
entitled “Peripheral Ecosystems of the Everglades” explores coastal
ecosystems altered by manipulation of water bodies: the Caloosahatchee/Charlotte Harbor system, the St. Lucie/Indian River Lagoon,
the Loxahatchee River, Lake Worth, and Biscayne Bay. He will focus on how Everglades restoration affects these systems, and on the
changing overall complexity of ecosystem restoration.
Wed. Nov 10. 7:30pm. Dr. Jerry Lorenz, Guest Speaker

Roseate Spoonbills in Florida Bay: Pink Canary in a Coal Mine

Dr. Lorenz pulls together Audubon’s 80-year record on spoonbill
nesting patterns with his personal experience in studying the fish on
which spoonbills feed, thereby constructing a story of how the human
population explosion in southern Florida has had a multilevel effect
on spoonbills. Like the canary in a coal mine, Roseate Spoonbills are
letting us know that there is something drastically wrong with our environment and that continued runaway development will not only ruin
our remaining wildness areas but our lifestyles as well.

Conservation Committee

meetings at Doc Thomas House are
scheduled on the 4th Wednesday of the month from August to November and January to April. Meetings begin at 7:30 PM and are
open to TAS members and guests alike. Dates in 2010-11: Aug. 25,
Sept. 22, Oct. 27, Nov. 24, Jan. 27, Feb. 23., Mar. 23 and Apr. 27.

TAS Annual Conservation Planning Workshop Sat. Sept. 18 at

Castellow Hammock County Park, the TAS Conservation Committee
invites you to a conservation workshop to lay out TAS conservation
priorities and strategies. The morning will feature guest experts on
key conservation issues in Miami-Dade & the SE Florida region; an
open discussion will follow in the afternoon. This is a great opportunity for volunteers to become actively involved. Long-term conservation
priorities include: the future of Biscayne Bay, urban development and
the UDB, urban greening and the enhancement of migratory songbird
habitats, and southern Everglades/Florida Bay restoration.

The 2010 Audubon Assembly will be held in St. Petersburg (same

location as last year) Oct. 22-23, 2010. Contact Jacqui Sulek, Chapter Coordinator at Audubon of Florida for more information: jsulek@
audubon.org – (850) 251-1297.

Wingding: Celebrate another great year with us at the 2010 Wingding, TAS’s Annual Meeting, Silent Auction, and Picnic. Potluck and
silent auction items are welcome. Please let us know if you can bring
something. Our Annual Meeting is on Sunday, May 1 from 4 to 7 pm,
at Doc Thomas House.

Virginia Key Coastal Hardwood Hammock Restoration: On Sat.

Sept. 11, help improve the Biscayne Bay environment by planting native trees and shrubs at Virginia Key Beach Park, from 8am to noon.
Park fees waived for volunteers. RSVP Amy at 305-378-1863 or visit
treemendousmiami.org

Workdays: Want to learn about native plants, help Tropical maintain

our native landscape at the Doc Thomas House and get your hands
dirty? We need you! Workdays are held every third Saturday of every
month. Show up anytime between 8:30 and noon and you will find a
host of hard workers. This is a great opportunity for students to earn
community service hours. Dates in 2010-11: July 17, Aug. 21, Sept.
18, Oct. 16, Nov. 20, Dec. 18, Jan. 15, Feb. 19, Mar. 19, Apr. 16, May
21, June 18 and July 16.

Native Plant Sales, scheduled on November 6-7, February 26-

27 and June 4-5, are famous and fun. We have a great selection of
South Florida plants with knowledgeable sales people to help you
choose the best ones for your yard. Come early for the best selection, stay late to enjoy the company. To volunteer for workdays, e-mail
volunteer1@tropicalaudubon.org.

Birdathon: Tropical Audubon’s Ninth Annual Birdathon is coming in

April. From Saturday, April 9 – Sunday, April 24, raise money for TAS!
Bird for up to 24 consecutive hours anytime during April 9-24. Collect
pledges per bird seen or for the whole day. Win prizes! Stay tuned
for more information about our exciting Birdathon. . . fun teams, good
prizes, all day birding and all for a good cause!
For more information about any of the events on the calendar
contact TAS at (305) 667-7337 or visit www.tropicalaudubon.org

Tropical Audubon Wish List
Needed Items

Desktop & laptop computers
New copy machine
Dual-line office phones
Digital SLR camera
Binoculars
Telescope
Kayaking equipment

Open Director Seats
Membership Chair
Education Chair
Secretary
Treasurer

In Kind

Grounds maintenance
Computer service
Construction / Plumbing
Fence repair
Organizational skills
Docents for tours
Secretarial services
Grant writing

Open TAS Positions

Conservation committee
Library committee
Education committee

Bird Bath Initiatives Raise
Funds for Wildlife Recovery
Thank you to everyone who came to TAS and Chamber
South’s fundraisers for oil spill cleanup and wildlife rescue.
We hope you had a good time ~ as always, we appreciated
your support and your company! Together, we raised more
than $3000, which will go to local and statewide organizations
that are assisting in wildlife rehab, including Pelican Harbor
Seabird Station, Coastal Bird Conservation/Conservian, and
Florida Keys Wild Bird Center. There is still time to contribute
to this fund! Donate online or mail a check to Tropical Audubon Society at 5530 Sunset Drive. Please write “Bird Bath” in
the memo. We look forward to seeing you at our next event!

Tropical Audubon Society



Tamiami Trail Plan: Next Steps to Everglades Restoration
by Laura Reynolds

Continued from page 3

Congress recognized the importance of immediate action to restore flow in
1989 with the authorization on the Modified
Waters Delivery Project, to bring more water
into Everglades National Park. On December
4th 2009, we celebrated the groundbreaking of
the one-mile bridge on the Eastern portion of
the Trail. Environmentalists, as well as agency
planners knew this was just a first step in addressing the goal of “sheet flow.” Through the
Omnibus Appropriations Act in 2009, Congress once again recognized the importance of
immediate action and directed Everglades National Park staff to evaluate additional bridging. In May, the Park released its draft Environmental Impact Statement that identified
six alternatives, and their preferred alternative
(6E), proposes an additional 5.5 miles of bridging.
At a public meeting on June 24th,
most of the opposition to the Tamiami Trail
plan revolved around concerns related to airboat concessions and how they would operate
with a new bridge, airboat fees and wilderness
designation. While these issues are important,
they will be addressed in the General Management Plan (GMP), a planning effort underway for seven years. A draft is scheduled for
release in January, 2011. It is clear the Park
needs to acquire five privately owned properties to comply with the 1989 Act. Additionally, they need to start managing the current
air boating operations by ensuring there is a

clear wilderness designation for other users
such as kayakers and canoeists, as well as limiting the number of airboat operations. More
information can be found at: http://www.nps.
gov/ever/parkmgmt/planning.htm
The bridging plan is a big step, but
there is much more to do. Actually lifting the
Trail alone will not create new water to deliver
to Florida Bay. It will only be successful with
the implementation of other projects such as
the de-compartmentalization (DECOMP) of
Water Conservation Area 3 and the enhancement of water flow by degrading the L-29 Levee to reconnect the marsh. We must also
support the River of Grass project, which is
the best way to address dry season storage and
water quality issues that plague restoration efforts. With the implementation of these major
projects, significant amounts of clean water
will flow south and the biodiversity and numbers of wading birds will return as their food
supply returns.
There is much to be done to make
these projects a reality. Congress, state and
local governments must financially support
these efforts. We need to help them realize
that Everglades restoration is important for
both economic and ecological reasons. We all
have the desire to enjoy the park and a need
for drinking water, but also remember that
our local tourism and fishing industries are
tied to healthy ecosystems. And finally, climate change and rising sea levels have added

a sense of urgency to Everglades restoration,
a message that was underscored at this year’s
Climate Change Task Force meeting in Miami,
with Washington DC staff present, and at a
recent scientific conference of Everglades Restoration scientists in Naples FL, where USGS
released maps that illustrate the importance of
restoration efforts on Florida’s ability to keep
saline water from encroaching further inland.
In the words of our Environmental
Commissioner Katy Sorenson, who will be
leaving office this Fall, “We need to push back
on water with water, and accelerate Everglades
Restoration efforts.”
Act now, become civically engaged! Please
become a member of the Everglades Skyway
Coalition to help move this critical bridging
plan for the Tamiami Trail forward. The project faces some potential hurdles on the road
to implementation, including funding and
stakeholder support. Please visit our website:
www.tropicalaudubon.org for a sample
resolution and letter that you can use to show
support for the increased bridging of the
Tamiami Trail. Imagine what it will cost Florida if we do not act to accelerate Everglades
restoration.
Laura Reynolds is Tropical Audubon’s Executive Director.
Her hard work has been instrumental in significant victories
for Miami-Dade conservation.

Project Area and Features
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Continued from page 3

Graphics by National Park System

Bird of the Day Listing

		

by Trey Mitchell

Strategy is the key to success when making a bird of the day attempt. Know your wintering birds and when they move north. Focus on
them first and be aware of those that leave early in the year. As spring migration arrives you have new opportunity and a wide variety of birds to
choose from as they pass through. Then comes summer, that’s when you take advantage of all of our exotics and the year-round residents. Traveling helps, but only if you’re away several days. A two-day trip can only produce two opportunities. If you make it through the summer please
let me know what strategy works best. I’ve yet to make it into September.
Birders create all kinds of lists. There’s the life list, year list, county list, state list, ABA list, yard list, etc… You name it and someone has
created it. Listing is a good thing because observations are made and records are kept. Some birders lists and observations from many years ago
are used today by researchers to fill in where official counts and observations are unavailable. Some of us are good about taking detailed notes
in the field every time out. That may not be for you, but keeping some kind of list I believe is beneficial.
I’ve created a website to record and share bird of the day efforts and we welcome new participants at www.BirdADay.net. The competition is friendly and we encourage each other as we all do our best within our own set of circumstances. The bird of the day challenge is just
another listing method, but it will provoke you to spend time every day searching for birds and will heighten your awareness of avian life that
otherwise may be overlooked.
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Join Trey Mitchell on Sat. Feb. 12 for a nature photography event at ENP. Meet at 7am, Coe Visitor Center.
Visit BirdADay.net to participate in Bird of the Day listing.
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profile: Great White Heron

a3
a5

Text and illustrations by Rafael A. Gálvez

It could be due to my local boyhood pride, but few North American birds
continually capture my attention like the Great White Heron. When I watch this imposing
hunter make its presence at the shallows of Florida Bay, and take its rightful place at the
head of the massive flocks of waders and shorebirds, its hierarchy at the very top of the
pecking order seems indisputable.
When John James Audubon wrote about it, soon after discovering the bird off
Indian Key in April of 1832, he introduced it to the world as the “largest species of the
Heron tribe” in North America. He immediately understood that the science community
would find this all-white heron startling, and cautioned that “our endeavours to discover the
natural arrangement of things cannot be uniformly successful.” Ever since, ornithologists
have argued and disagreed about the provenance and status of this saltwater wader.
Whether the Great White Heron (currently Ardea herodias) is a species, a
subspecies or simply a color morph is an age-old argument that exemplifies the problems
inherent to taxonomic categorization. It might even be argued that all manifestations of the
“Great Ardea Heron” in North America are part of a single widespread species that includes
the Great Blue Heron, the Cocoi Heron in South America and the Grey Heron in Europe.
What should not be argued is that a unique and significant variation of the Ardea
heron – coined occidentalis – limits its North American presence almost entirely to Florida
Bay and the Keys. The case of the Great White Heron isn’t simply that of a white plumaged
Great Blue as it’s sometimes suggested. Aside from its overall color, the Great White exhibits
a number of structural differences that make its careful study rewarding.
During years of observing these magnificent birds, I’ve carefully drafted portraits
of distinct individuals throughout the region to compare them for bill size and facial bare
parts. I’ve documented dozens of Great White and so-called “intermediate” Würdemann’s
Herons, and have noticed some interesting tendencies. Aside from the apparently larger
bills, South Florida Great Whites show a greater amount of bare skin around the bill and loral
region, and particularly surrounding the “mouth” [a1], compared to other A. herodias.
The “straight” culmen of the Great Blue is often mentioned, and by proxy this
is assumed of the Great White Heron. “Northern” Great Blues often show a mostlystraight culmen [c5] with a very subtle “flattened” dip halfway to the down-curved tip,
yet the occidentalis herons consistently show a slight and relatively continuous outward
curvature to the culmen [a5]. After studying a small sample of Great White skulls
from Florida Bay with those of mainland Great Blues, I’ve found similar differences.

a4

A.

a2

a1

b3

b4

B.

c3

c5

C.

b2

c4

c2

the “great white heron” shows a larger amount
of bare skin in the facial region, in addition to a
larger bill.

Above is a simplified comparison between [A] Great White
(occidentalis), [B] “Ward’s” (breeder throughout the Florida
peninsula except perhaps the Keys), and [C] migratory
“northern” Great Blue (A. h. herodias). Consistently,
occidentalis herons show larger bills with heavier lower
mandibles; this is accentuated by more extensive bare areas
exposed at the base of the lower [a2] and upper [a3] mandibles
when compared to inland herons. The amount of feathering
extending from the throat into the bill [a4] in occidentalis also
appears reduced, enhancing the larger bill. Note the amount
of bare skin surrounding the “mouth” [a1], exposing the upper
edge of the lower mandible’s base in Great Whites only.



Continued on page 16

Raptor Enthusiasts Wanted!

HMANA’s Efforts to Reestablish Migration Monitoring in the Florida Keys
It’s late summer, and once again, millions of raptors across North America
are beginning to make their journeys south. For raptor enthusiasts, there is
now a wonderful opportunity to help the Hawk Migration Association of North
America (HMANA) reestablish the Curry Hammock State Park “hawkwatch”
on Little Crawl Key, one of the most significant raptor monitoring sites in North
America.
The Curry Hammock State Park hawkwatch was long one of more
than 200 official hawkwatches across the country, where hawks are counted
each year. The hawkwatches are situated along the major migration corridors
from mountaintops, rivers and coastlines across the continent. Much of this
count data is submitted to HMANA, an organization dedicated to the conservation of raptors through the scientific study, enjoyment, and appreciation of
raptor migration. It is with the data from these important hawkwatch sites that
we can develop a better understanding of migration and to help monitor longterm trends in raptor populations.
Data was collected at the Curry Hammock State Park hawk watch
from 1999 until financial support was no longer available in 2008. This fall,
from mid-September to late October, HMANA will be reestablishing the site as
an all-volunteer operation.
The Curry Hammock State Park hawkwatch on Little Crawl Key
is an important site because the narrowing of the Florida Peninsula into the
Florida Keys concentrates large flights of migrating raptors en route to southern wintering grounds in Central America, South America and the Caribbean
Islands. Daily fall migration counts record flights of Ospreys, Northern Harriers, Sharp-shinned Hawks, Cooper’s Hawks, Broad-winged Hawks, American
Kestrels, Merlins, and Peregrine Falcons. Fall counts of Peregrines are the
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highest in the country and second highest in the world.
No expert raptor ID skills are required to volunteer. A training session will be provided prior to the hawkwatching season to go over raptor identification and proper count protocol techniques.
Success of this project will depend on sustainable involvement and
support from the local community. So far, we are thankful to have terrific support from Curry Hammock State Park as well a few other local conservation
organizations.

How to Volunteer:

• Counters willing to volunteer their effort (one day per
week, one weekend, or a week during peak Peregrine
migration, for example).
• A coordinator who lives locally who is willing to offer
support such as maintaining communication with
volunteers, overseeing the count schedule and/or data
submission.
• HMANA is searching for temporary fall use of an RV,
camper or apartment in nearby Marathon, FL, to house
volunteers.

If you would like to get involved, volunteer or have ideas for potential housing possibilities for Curry Hammock, please contact Julie Tilden
www.tilden@hmana.org. To learn more about HMANA’s raptor monitoring
efforts, please visit www.hmana.org, www.rpi-project.org.

t r o p i c a l a tur odp iuc abl a uodnu b.oon .ro rgg

Hell’s Bay Orchid Odyssey

Tropical Audubon bulletin

It was 4th of July morning and as I slowed to park at the Hell’s
Bay Canoe Trail I spotted my first fall migrant, a first summer male
Orchard Oriole perched in a Buttonwood. I hoped this was a good
omen for my third attempt in four weeks to photograph blooming
Wormvine (aka Leafless Vanilla) Orchids that grow along this narrow
unbelievably twisting trail.
Deerflies attacked in waves as I hastily unloaded my touring
kayak, not the best boat for this trail but with a single bladed paddle
and some effort it can be worked through the narrow mangrove tunnels that make up the first third of the trail. Once on the water the
deerflies eased up a bit and a light sun-shower provided some relief
from the morning heat. At trail marker thirty I was thrilled to finally
find a Wormvine Orchid with about ten rather attractive fragrant two
and a half inch green and pink blossoms. The non-flowering plant isn’t
very impressive, resembling a stiff yellowish orange rope about threefourths of an inch in diameter loosely twined through the mangrove
branches. After photographing the flowers I continued down the trail
to check the other plants located during previous visits.
Something unexpected was waiting just past marker fiftythree. Upon entering the first opening on the trail, in a small pool
about 70 feet in diameter and two or three feet deep there was a young
Atlantic Bottlenose Dolphin not much more than eight feet long
swimming rapidly back and forth.
It isn’t unusual to see dolphins in the more open waters of
Hell’s Bay where besides being a little curious they give little attention
to a passing kayak, but this one seemed agitated so I paddled quietly
around the edge of the pool and continued down the trail. Later, while
switching to a double-bladed paddle I tasted a drop of the surrounding water and found it only slightly brackish which wasn’t good be-

		



Butterfly Orchid					

Continued from page 1

Birding Virginia Key

mangroves. Ironically, as the island was literally falling apart, Jimbo’s,
with its smoked fish and cold beer, became the darling of shabby chic.
Yes, there really is a Jimbo, though he turned the establishment over
to his son years ago. With almost every code violation slapped on the
Caribbean-style wood shacks and the smokers closed down, even Jimbo’s is becoming just a memory.
Realizing that Virginia Key is still a wonderful part of Miami
culture and recreation, Miami-Dade County and the City of Miami
have begun a slow “clean-up,” beginning with building MAST Academy, an acclaimed public high school. The City of Miami backed the
restoration of the historic Virginia Key Beach Park in a joint venture
with the County’s DERM. Sadowski Preserve remains wild (though
hard to access) and invasive exotic plant removal now allows old native mangroves to regain their statuesque quality. There are new plans
for the marine stadium and a project is underway to cap the landfill
area. There are already steps taken to clean up this beautiful area, in-

Text and photos by Bryant Roberts

cause fresh water over time is harmful to most marine mammals.
For the next couple of hours I continued down the trail
to where it opens up near the Lard Can Campsite, photographing
Worm-vine and Butterfly Orchids along the way. On the return leg
I did a little exploring off the marked trail but this was cut short by
a thunderstorm building to my north and I headed back towards the
trailhead.
On the way, I found the dolphin in the same place as before
and it spooked as I approached the pool, swimming off through the
narrow twisting shallow channel towards the trailhead, which was
troubling because there was no open water in that direction, only numerous narrow dead ends where I feared it might become trapped.
I had little choice but to continue quietly up the trail and
hope for the best. A couple of hundred yards along in a narrow but
fairly straight part of the trail the dolphin reappeared, swimming back
down the trail very rapidly. In my haste to get to the side I only succeeded in blocking the trail diagonally with the stern caught in a fallen
branch on the left side and the bow in the mangrove roots on the opposite bank. The dolphin kept coming and I prepared for impact or at
least a strong surge as it pushed underneath, but it had another plan.
Instead of a collision there was nothing, then a splash followed by
gentle rocking. The dolphin had leaped over the rear of the kayak and
continued back towards more open water.
With a camera full of well-earned images and the memory of
a remarkable encounter I continued to the Flamingo Visitor Center to
inform the staff about the dolphin and its situation.
Bryant Roberts is a South Florida naturalist and the coordinator of the
Broward Christmas Bird Count.

Wormvine Orchid

by Robin Diaz
cluding revamping the shoreline, adding walkways and parking.
Birding on Virginia Key? Well, birding is much improved and
interesting species can be found any time of the year. Even a Great
Black-Hawk descendent is seen periodically, creating a reminder of
the glory days. The new boardwalk in Virginia Key Beach Park provides a peaceful place to stop and the longer you stay, the more you
see. In the same area is a stand of old mangroves and a freshwater
pond – all good for birding. Though not publically accessible, the
county now grants permission for a CBC team to survey the sewage
plant. Only other birders can appreciate the excitement generated by
looking at sludge drying beds! A slow drive down Arthur Lamb, Jr.
Road is usually rewarding and your destination should be the Virginia
Key Restored Hardwood Hammock, lovingly cared for by City of Miami’s Juan Fernandez. Come enjoy Virginia Key!
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Robin Diaz is a member of the South Florida Bird Observatory, Cape Florida,
and the coordinator of the Long Pine Key Christmas Bird Count.
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D i g i s c o p i n g P r i m e r    t e x t & p h o t o s b y

From the first time I looked through a spotting scope I’ve
thought, “WOW, I wish I could have a picture of that!” In 1987 while
working in Cape May, NJ, I first heard tales of young British birders
holding disposable film cameras behind spotting scopes to document
rarities on England’s famed Isles of Scilly. With the advent of small
digital point & shoot cameras just years later, modern “digiscoping”
was born.
In its simplest form, the term digiscoping refers to mounting
a digital camera (digi-) behind the eyepiece of a spotting scope
(-scoping). Some began holding cameras behind their scopes, but
some inventive types began experimenting with plumbing fittings,
various bottle tops, foam, and copious amounts of duct tape to couple
their camera and eyepieces together. Fortunately, as market demand
and interest has grown, so too has the availability of sophisticated
adapters to make this task easier.

Greater Sand-Plover
May 2009, Jacksonville, Florida
Leica D-Lux 4 camera through the Leica APO Televid 82 mm spotting scope

Wed. Sept. 8. 7:30pm. Jeff Bouton, Guest Speaker

Digital Photography Through a Scope

Jeff has taught hundreds of digiscoping workshops across the US and
internationally. His digiscoped images have appeared on the pages
of various birding and photography publications. He works for Leica



jeff bouton

Digiscoping Advantages
The biggest advantage of digiscoping over other photographic
systems is a matter of magnification. When coupling the powerful
magnification of a spotting scope with internal camera zooms, one
can net focal lengths reaching up to 6,000 mm lens equivalents (15
times more than commonly used 400 mm lenses)! Digiscoping has
gained favor amongst those who want to view wildlife first and
foremost rather than be a photographer first. Some telephoto gear
weighs over 12 pounds, and shorter focal lengths require a lot of time
and effort creeping up on your photo subjects to get close enough for
that good photo. Being able to pull a small camera out of a pocket and
catching an image in seconds without stalking, leaves more time to
appreciate the wildlife. Since nearly everyone has a small digital point
& shoot camera or a camera phone, it seems rare birds seldom go
undocumented these days!
Early frustrations
Point and shoot cameras are not developed to work behind
spotting scopes and vice versa, so many compatibility issues cause
frustration for the would-be digiscoper. Coupling errors result in
shadows and vignetting, and camera shake can be problematic at high
magnifications. Most of these are easily solved with proper use of a
stable tripod and adapter, as well as utilizing a cable release/timed
delay. However, the biggest issue that has caused most to try and then
quit digiscoping is use of the wrong camera.
After teaching hundreds of digiscoping workshops across
the country and beyond, it seems many frustrated digiscopers need
to simply replace their camera to instantly achieve better results. Only
compact point and shoot cameras with optical zooms of 4x or less
(under 120 mm equivalent) lend themselves to digiscoping, and those
trying to use their superzoom cameras (6x-12x optical zoom) have
limited or no success. Additionally, even the best early digiscoping
cameras, pale in comparison to modern contemporaries.
Sport Optics as the specialist to the birding & naturalist communities.
On Sat. Sept. 11, Jeff will lead a digiscoping workshop throughout
the South Dade area. Meet at the parking lot of Publix at 20425 Old
Cutler Rd at 7:30am. This is an all-day carpool trip. Bring your digital
cameras, optical equipment and a lunch.

Continued from page 1

Nightmare for Gulf Coast Migrants
crested Cormorant, Red Knot, Sanderling, the smaller plovers including the Wilson’s Plover, the smaller sandpipers known as “peeps” including the Semipalmated Sandpipers and coastal breeders such as
the Least Tern are among the species that could be affected.
Judging from experiences with past oil spills, we know the
oil will still be present in the Gulf during the winter months and put
even more species at risk, including Horned Grebe, various species of
ducks, like Red-Breasted Merganser, and wintering herons.
Federal and State wildlife and agricultural agencies are working with conservationists to minimize the impacts of the spill on migrating species. 		
Florida is already providing a refuge for hundreds of rescued
birds. Rehabilitated pelicans have been released at Pelican Island,
Egmont Key and Merritt Island National Wildlife refuges. Pelican
Harbor Seabird Station in Miami treated 45 young Brown Pelicans

14
					

by Ana Maria Lima

that were found covered in oil in the Gulf. They were returned to
Hammond, Louisiana in August.
Butcher said one of the most important things we can do is
to provide an assessment of the spill’s impacts on birds and their habitat to form the foundation for full recovery plans.
There are many ways to volunteer to help with oil recovery
efforts, though wildlife experts stress that only trained professionals
are being permitted to clean birds at designated centers run through
Tri-State Bird Rescue and Research, contracted by BP to treat birds
impacted by the oil spill.
Wendy Fox of Pelican Harbor in Miami said one of the most
useful things a volunteer can do is to support local wildlife rehabilitation centers, which are experiencing an uptick in activity due to the
publicity surrounding the oil spill.
“We are inundated with phone calls and emails,” Fox said.

t r o p i c a l a tur odp iuc abl a uodnu b.oon .ro rgg



TAS THANKS
AUGUST 2010

The following generous individuals and
foundations have contributed to TAS since
our last Bulletin. We GREATLY appreciate their
support!
Elizabeth Ordway Dunn Foundation
La Sagra’s Flycatcher
March 2010 at Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park

Kirtland’s Warbler
May 2010 at Magee Marsh, Oak Harbor, Ohio

Two digiscoped photos taken with the Leica D-Lux 4 camera and matching scope adapter. Left photo taken
through the Leica APO Televid 82mm scope. Right photo through the Leica APO Televid 65 mm scope.

Camera models are replaced at least once annually and each successive
generation has improved dramatically in the following areas:
• Higher resolution (megapixel count)
• Larger, hi-res LCD screen with reflective/backlit technologies
• Smaller, faster microprocessors
As a result, newer camera models allow you to crop your images more
effectively, they are easier to see in daylight allowing you to ensure your subject is
in focus (or even follow as it moves/flies) and most importantly, they offer real-time
response when you press the shutter release. All of these lead to one undeniable
result, users are invariably relieved to discover that they can easily and dramatically
increase their digiscoping success by doing nothing more than moving to a modern
camera! Isn’t it nice when you discover it really wasn’t you?!?...
Here are some useful features to look for when considering digiscoping
cameras:
▪ Optical zoom of 4x or less (<120mm lens equivalent)
▪ Large, bright screen (standard on newer cameras)
▪ High quality lens
▪ Readily available exposure compensation controls
▪ 2 second (or similar) delay/timer
▪ Optical image stabilization

Visit Jeff’s blog to read his “Digiscoping Basics” posts at:
http://leicabirding.blogspot.com/
or contact him with questions at: jbouton2@earthlink.net

How You Can Help:
● Audubon’s Coastal Bird Survey is training and deploying volunteers throughout the
Gulf States to monitor bird populations and habitat. Volunteers choose a one-mile
stretch of coast important to birds to monitor on a weekly basis, and enter information
into www.ebird.org, a real-time, online checklist program. This vital documentation
of the location and abundance of birds will help Audubon identify high priority areas
for protection and restoration as the oil comes ashore. For the initiative protocol and
directions on signing up for ebird, go to: http://ebird.org/content/ebird/news/surveygulf-coast-birds.
● If you would like to receive updates on Audubon’s response efforts and be notified
when volunteer opportunities arise, fill out the volunteer registration form at www.
audubonaction.org.
● As part of BP’s response to the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, the Vessels
of Opportunity (VOO) program was designed and implemented to provide
local boat operators an opportunity to assist with response activities,
including transporting supplies, assisting wildlife rescue and deploying
containment and sorbent boom. For additional information, please visit
www.deepwaterhorizonresponse.com or call: 866-279-7983 or 877-847-7470.
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Great White Heron

Text and illustrations by Rafael A. Gálvez



Continued from page 12

Perhaps the feature that gives Great White Herons that
particular commanding expression is the “grimace” formed by
a greater amount of bare skin around the corner of the mouth,
fully exposing the upper edge of the lower mandible at its base
[a1- page 12]. This exposure is weak or absent in “Ward’s” herons,
and limited to the upper mandible in A. h. herodias. Additionally,
these exposed “lips” tend to be pale in Great Whites only, and
may be bright yellow during breeding season.
These subtle distinctions, however, become blurred
when the “Würdemann’s” Heron is taken into consideration. I
have found that intermediate herons often lack the bare lower
“lip” of Great Whites despite the pale heads of most individuals.
Does this tell us anything of importance about the relationship
between this taxonomic form and its congeners? Due to the
limited scope of my study, I only intend to pose simple questions
to further the discussion.
The myth of a classic “Würdemann’s” with a Great
White head and a Great Blue body is shattered after spending
plenty of time surveying Florida Bay for waders. It would seems
that any dark Ardea heron breeding in Florida Bay and the Keys
is some kind of an “intermediate”. Their plumage varies from
birds with pale heads and necks to those indistinguishable from
a typical dark Ardea herodias.
I do not propose that my observations contribute
something valuable to the argument of Great White Heron
classification – they are perhaps too mired in the zone of art
– but I do propose that we should pay closer attention to this
unique taxon, for we still have much to learn of it.
Recent research (Zachow 1983, McGuire 2002) suggests significant structural and genetic differences between the overall larger occidentalis herons and the peninsular
Great Blues. “Würdemann’s” Herons have been shown to have closer genetic and structural affinities to Great Whites (McGuire). There is no evidence of substantial
genetic flow between Ardea herodias – white, blue or intermediate – breeding in Florida Bay or the Keys and birds breeding in the Florida mainland.

Tropical Audubon Society 		
Wed. Nov. 10. 7:30 pm.
Doc Thomas House

Dr. Jerry Lorenz
Roseate Spoonbills in Florida Bay:
A Pink Canary in a Coal Mine

B ird D ay 2 0 1 0
at

Fairchild Tropical Botanic Gardens
Sunday October 3

Bird Walks at 7am and 4:15pm, led by Joe Barros
Nature Art Workshop, 9:30am by Rafael Gálvez - (materials supplied)
Bird Gardening, 10am by Roger Hammer
Lecture, 11am by Ed Carlson, Corkscrew Swamp
Nature Photography, 1pm
Lessons from the Gulf Oil Spill - Panel Discussion, 2:15pm
Birding 101, 3:15pm by Joe Barros

Keynote Speaker
How Birds Can Save the World, 1pm by John Fitzpatrick (Cornell)
Bird walks for kids led by Brian Rapoza and Laura Reynolds.
Bird-attracting plants will be available for sale. Arts and crafts, and vendors.
Bird Day 2010 is co-sponsored by Tropical Audubon Society, and is made possible by support from
the James A. Kushlan Bird Conservation Program. Admission is free for TAS and Fairchild members.
For more information visit www.fairchildgarden.org

Upcoming Events
Dr. Lorenz pulls together Audubon’s 80-year record
on spoonbill nesting patterns with his personal
experience in studying the fish on which spoonbills
feed, thereby constructing a story of how the human
population explosion in southern Florida has had a
multilevel effect on spoonbills.

Wed. Sept. 8. 7:30 pm. Doc Thomas House
Jeff Bouton: Digital Photography through a Scope
Jeff Bouton has taught hundreds of digiscoping workshops across
the US, in the UK, Panama, & Trinidad & Tobago. His digiscoped
images have appeared on the pages of various birding and
photography publications. He works for Leica Sport Optics as the
optics specialist to the birding & naturalist communities in North
America.

Wed. Oct. 13. 7:30 pm. Doc Thomas House
Thomas E. Lodge, Ph.D.
The Everglades Handbook:
Understanding the Ecosystem
The author and ecologist will share topics in the recently
released third edition of his essential handbook. He will
focus on how Everglades restoration affects various
systems explored in the book, and on the changing
overall complexity of ecosystem restoration.

