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The State of Florida in Crisis
Support Everglades Restoration Now
by

Florida counts on clean cheap water, fisheries, recreation
and robust tourism; we must act now and accelerate
Everglades Restoration, or lose what is precious to all of us

L aura R eynolds

Our day-to-day perception of nutrient
pollution and the harmful algal blooms it
causes tends to be vague at best and a
scary but distant possibility at worst for
many of us living in southeast Florida. But
earlier this year, when pelicans, manatees
and dolphins began to die en masse along
the Indian River Lagoon, the destructive
power of nutrient pollution became a real
nightmare not only for Floridians but also
for the entire country when the disaster was
publicized in a national newspaper.
The story published by The New
York Times in August described the causes
of the mass die-off of seagrass and wildlife
in the Indian River Lagoon and what
the future holds for what was once
considered the most diverse estuary in
North America, boasting more than 4,300
species.
The cause of the algal bloom
in the lagoon — intense nutrient loading
— has been uncovered by the hard work
of private and public enterprise. This
does not come as a surprise to Tropical
Audubon and its partners. We’ve known for
a long time that in the northern part of the
16-county Everglades system, the 156-mile
Indian River Lagoon and other estuaries
are receiving too much water laden
with nutrients from decades of farming,
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ranching and other human activities. Nonpoint sources of pollution, like fertilizer
and septic tanks, along with decades of
intense coastal development have resulted
in degraded water quality conditions that
have literally poisoned what is arguably our
country’s greatest estuary.
Now some scientists’ worst fear
about the fate of lagoon – that its ecosystem
is collapsing from all the pollution – is coming

true. According to the Times article, Troy
Rice, director of the Indian River Lagoon
National Estuary Program, a federal, state
and local government partnership at the St.
Johns River Water Management District,
said the lagoon “…may have reached a
tipping point.”
As seagrass communities are
supplanted by “huge mats [of algae] that
drift free in the waters” of the lagoon,
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the american flamingo :
pink , precious & perplexing
by judd patterson & raul urgelles

For regional birders the prize has always been an impossibly pink wading bird
towering four to five feet tall that haunts quiet mudflats and mangrove-lined shores
throughout the Caribbean. John James Audubon was one of the first in a long line
of birders drawn to South Florida by the prospect of viewing the enigmatic American
Flamingo (Phoenicopterus ruber). In May of 1832, Audubon succeeded in his quest.
His elated description after his first sighting near Indian Key speaks for itself:
“The sun, now far advanced toward the horizon, still shone with full
splendour, the ocean around glittered in its quiet beauty, and the light fleecy clouds
that here and there spotted the heavens, seemed flakes of snow margined with
gold. … Far away to seaward we spied a flock of Flamingoes advancing in “Indian
line,” with well-spread wings, outstretched necks, and long legs directed backwards.
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President’s

 Voice
Dear Friends,

Too many times I hear that environmentalists are only about doom and gloom. I may
be preaching to the choir but I would like to spread the word that Tropical Audubon Society is
about positive change in South Florida.
Each year I am amazed at the expanding activities going on at Tropical Audubon
Society and this year there is even more to celebrate. The board of directors is as dynamic
as ever and our executive director, Laura Reynolds, has championed the cause as our
representative in the continuous battle to protect public land, the health of Biscayne Bay,
support Everglades restoration efforts and promote smart development over haphazard urban
sprawl. She has assembled a team of assistants and interns who are bright young talents with
an extraordinary devotion to caring for the environment.
Our Board members are key to the many activities for members and the community
and include the Conservation Concerts, or the Con-Con series as we call them, conceived by
and headed by board member Elizabeth Smith. They have been incredibly wonderful evenings
under the stars listening to music, all for a good cause. Elizabeth has also organized the Food
Truck Rallies that have followed the Native Plant Sales and dine out events. These events
have brought a new group of people out to the Doc Thomas House who may never have
known that Tropical Audubon Society existed.
Board member, Lewis “Brother” Milledge organized our first International Migratory
Bird Day that brought students from all over Miami to the Steinberg Nature Center to take
part in games that highlighted bird facts and to attend bird lectures. Rafael Galvez has been
promoting bird conservation projects such as the Florida Keys Hawkwatch and the Cape
Florida Banding Station run by Michelle Davis. Both of these projects provide extraordinary
data important to bird conservation. Brian Rapoza continues to organize our many local bird
walks and national and international fieldtrips that provide so many of our members fabulous
birding and learning opportunities.
We have new board members who are jumping right in with their projects to improve
our service as an organization, but there is no doubt that we need your help along the way as
well. We look forward to you bringing your friends to our many activities. I ask you to consider
taking part in the organization and consider taking part as a board member, and as any
charitable organization we need your financial support as well. Without your support many of
these activities could not take place and our community would not be the same without the
Tropical Audubon Society.
I look forward to seeing each and every one of you at our next event. Please make
sure to stop in and say hello.
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Tropical Audubon Society (TAS) is a group of dedicated citizens who care about the quality of South Florida’s environment. Established in 1947, we are a chapter of National Audubon
Society and Florida Audubon Society. Tropical Audubon’s Mission: 1) Conservation: To work toward protection of the natural world and to promote wise stewardship of natural
resources, especially native plants, animals and their habitat. 2) Education: To promote, among members and the public of all ages, an understanding and appreciation of nature, the
environment, and ecological relationships. 3) Enjoyment: To enjoy together the study and protection of nature. We believe in the wisdom of nature’s design. We seek to foster and
promote ecological conscientiousness in our community. This is the official publication of the Tropical Audubon Society (TAS), a non-profit, 501(c) (3) tax-exempt organization. Our
headquarters, the Doc Thomas House, is a Dade County Historic site on three sub-tropical acres of native habitat in South Miami, located at 5530 Sunset Drive, Miami, Florida 33143.
The phone number is (305) 667-7337. Membership rate, $20 per year. Please make your checks payable to Tropical Audubon Society, and mail to our office (address above). Contact
TASpublisher@gmail.com for comments, letters and guidelines for anyone wishing to contribute to future issues.
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Hold The Line’s New Twist:
				Hold The Line — Ride The Line!
by

In 2004 Tropical Audubon along with 140 other organizations
launched the Hold The Line Campaign with the intent of protecting
agricultural lands acting as buffers on the West side of Miami-Dade
County from sprawl into the Everglades - our number one water
supply in the state. This year TAS adds a new twist to protecting
the Everglades by pushing for a functional, comprehensive public
transportation system in Miami-Dade County, introducing Hold The
Line — Ride the Line!
While in 2004 the main threats to the Urban Development
Boundary (UDB) were developers, this time around threats are
coming from our own governmental agencies that are pushing
to modify the UDB by expanding highways into environmentally
sensitive areas. We are specifically referring to the Miami-Dade
Expressway Authority’s (MDX) plan to expand the SR-836 out
West to connect NW 137th Ave to SW 136th Street outside the
UDB. While this project is still in its infancy, we need to create
a strong group of advocates who can handle this situation with
diligence and efficacy if we want to be successful in protecting our
green spaces.
We all know that traffic is an issue in Miami. Whether it’s
in the morning or in the afternoon, whether you are on a local road
or slugging along U.S. Route 1, you are prisoner to an outdated
and outgrown transit system. Yet the MDX insists that highways
are the solution to our transit problems.
Building more roads will not solve our problems - it will only
perpetuate the old ones.

C eleste D e P alma

Recently, MDX approved toll increases along SR 112
and SR 836 to support maintenance, expansion and construction
of highways in Miami-Dade County. We find this to be in direct
conflict with supporting Smart Growth in Miami-Dade County. In
order for us to protect our environmentally sensitive areas, we
must move away from car-dependent cities and advocate for a
comprehensive solution that will connect existing roads, expand
our public transportation systems, and make Miami sustainable
into the future.
MDX should allocate toll revenue to support public
transportation in Miami-Dade, thus providing a permanent solution
to our traffic problems. This proposal is supported not only by TAS;
it is soon to be incorporated into our County’s Comprehensive
Development Master Plan (CDMP) through the Evaluation and
Appraisal Report (EAR)-Based amendments:
“Miami-Dade County shall research the legal possibility
of Miami-Dade Expressway Authority sharing or spending part
of its revenues on transit related projects (MT-3C, Application 2).
Miami-Dade County shall consider allowing part of the Roadway
impact fees to be expended on transit related projects (MT-3D,
Application 2).”
This is the first step needed to prevent sprawl and protect
our green spaces. This is also step number one to ensure better
quality of life for all South Floridians. We are moving toward better
city planning with more walkable and bikeable communities. If the
County is stepping forward in the right direction, why is MDX taking
us back to the Dark Ages?
Continued on page 5



TAS Seeks National
Historic Status
by Kathleen Slesnick Kauffman & Rick Cohen

The rustic and charming character of the Doc Thomas House sits
in stark contrast to the bustling downtown South Miami corridor in
which it is tucked. Inhabiting nearly three densely wooded acres in
The High Pines residential neighborhood that abuts South Miami,
its setting boasts some of the only Dade County pines remaining
in the area. Built in 1932 and utilized today as Tropical Audubon
Society headquarters, the house’s wide porch, original wood sash
windows, applied wood cornices and other detailed woodwork
distinguish it from the otherwise largely concrete-block homes and
commercial construction that surrounds it.

Designed by master architect Robert Fitch Smith, the
residence of Arden Hayes “Doc” Thomas is an enduring reminder of
the community’s formative era. “Doc” Thomas was a distinguished
pioneer and businessman who opened the O.K. Drugstore and
O.K. Feed Store in the 1920s, and significantly contributed to the
growth of the South Miami community. Being the local pharmacist,
he knew just about every person in town and was well regarded by
the residents. A world traveler, “Doc” Thomas always maintained a
special appreciation for the rustic charm of his hometown.
In an effort to recognize its rich history, TAS is seeking to have
the property listed in the National Register of Historic Places. The
Miami-Dade County Historic Preservation Board has sent the
application to the Florida Department of State, Division of Historic
Resources for review. Its distinctive characteristics make the
property eligible for listing under the following two criteria: the fact
that the architecture possesses a specific type, period, or method
of construction and the fact that is the work of a master, and the
fact that it is associated with the lives of persons significant in the
past.
TAS Executive Director Laura Reynolds brings
perspective to the process of adding this modest jewel to the
National Register; “Since the day I joined the TAS board in April
2004 I was baffled by how few people visited our precious little
piece of Old Florida, especially because it is literally flanked by
Coral Gables and South Miami.” She set out to do everything
possible to share this wonderful oasis with the community. “This
important designation will put us on the map at a time when we
are blossoming as a Nature Center, thanks in large part to TAS
board members Alan Steinberg and Lewis “Brother” Milledge.
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flamingo
flamingo

Tropical Audubon Society

by judd patterson & raul urgelles



Ah! reader, could you but know the emotions that then agitated
my breast! I thought I had now reached the height of all my
expectations, for my voyage to the Floridas was undertaken in a
great measure for the purpose of studying these lovely birds in
their own beautiful islands.”
Early explorers documented hundreds, and even
thousands, of American Flamingos in Florida Bay and the
Everglades. Impressive numbers, such as Gustavus Wurdemann’s
August 1857 report of the capture of nearly 100 birds near Indian
Key and W. E. D. Scott’s February 1890 observation of more than
1,000 flamingos 18 miles east of Cape Sable, were not uncommon.
Following these early sightings when flamingos seemed abundant,
reports in the early 20th century dropped to mostly single individuals
and small groups. It seems likely that flamingos present in Florida
Bay during this period were subjected to the same pressures that
led to population collapses of other fancifully plumed wading bird
species. In 1885, the notorious French plumer and “naturalist” Jean
Chevelier was hunting birds in Florida and reported being able to
obtain $25 per flamingo skin in Paris – more than twice the rate
for Great White Herons. Just when the millinery trade was slowed
by protective laws like the Lacey Act (1900) and the Migratory Bird
Treaty (1918), new threats emerged as drainage efforts in South
Florida altered the hydrology of the Everglades.
In recent times, American Flamingos have been present
within Everglades National Park (ENP) in small numbers most
winters, and sometimes throughout the summer. Reports include
individuals scattered across large bays, such as Snake Bight;
groups seen in the coastal mud lakes during aerial surveys for
exotic vegetation; and even the occasional large flock such as the
19 flamingos that made Lake Ingraham (ENP) their home from
January through March 2012 (see ENP naturalist Bob Showler’s
excellent article “The Flamingos of Snake Bight” in the February
2008 issue of Birder’s World). Other large-number sightings within
ENP include a flock of 30 that wintered in 1999, 57 observed
by Pete Frezza of the Audubon Tavernier Science Center and
more than 70 spotted by Juan Valadez during a North American
Migration Count.
Judd Patterson is a GIS Specialist for NPS and Raul Urgelles is a Wildlife
Biologist for the NPS.

A

RA Z OR B ILL

The origin of the flamingos that visit Florida Bay has long been a point
of speculation. American Flamingos nest across the Caribbean,
with sizable breeding colonies in the southern Bahamas, Bonaire,
Cuba, Turks and Caicos, and the Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico.
In addition, there is a captive, breeding population of American
Flamingos that has lived at the Hialeah Racetrack in northern
Miami-Dade County for at least 73 years.
A little light was shed on the mystery in 2002 when Roy
Wood, a park ranger, recorded the leg band on a flamingo in
Everglades National Park. It was later discovered that the bird had
been banded as a fledgling at the Ría Lagartos Biosphere Reserve
on Mexico’s Yucatan Peninsula. This bird was subsequently
identified again the following year in the Yucatan. In 2012, a second
bird was also traced to the Yucatan Peninsula. Just this July, three
adult flamingos were photographed circling Fort Jefferson in Dry
Tortugas National Park. These sightings confirm that flamingos are
capable of long-distance flight, and that birds from several nearby
breeding islands can make their way to Florida.
With questions swirling around the American Flamingo
in Florida for nearly 200 years, several researchers hope to find
answers. The multi-year study they are launching proposes to
place satellite transmitters on three flamingos in ENP to potentially
shed light on movements and habitat use both within the park and
across the Caribbean. The project is designed to complement
other ENP wading bird studies and help facilitate management and
conservation of flamingos and other wading bird species.
The planning has been a collaborative effort between the
National Park Service and Zoo Miami, with additional support and
expertise from Tropical Audubon Society and many individuals. A
project web page will be developed to display details of the proposed
study, including summaries of annual progress reports and maps
showing the movements of the satellite-marked flamingos. (A
link will reside on the TAS home page.) Logistical challenges
aside, the flamingo data, once gathered, will help answer many
long-standing, critical questions about the Everglades’s forgotten
wading bird. If you would like to help support this project please
send in a donation to the Tropical Audubon Society with a note in
the memo line of your check to support the Flamingo Project.
Sketch by Rafael Galvez

INVA S ION

Alcids, a family of oceanic birds that include puffins, murres,
guillemots, auklets and murrelets, are normally associated with
sub-arctic locations such as coastal Alaska and the Maritime
provinces of Canada. While North Atlantic alcid species, including
Atlantic Puffin, Razorbill, Common Murre and Dovekie regularly
winter as far south as the Carolinas, rarely will they wander as
far south as Florida. For one alcid species, the Razorbill, that
would all change during the winter of 2012-13.
During the first two weeks of December, single birds
or groups of up to a half-dozen Razorbills were reported at
scattered locations all along Florida’s Atlantic coast. By midmonth, hundreds of birds were present, in particular off beaches
from Palm Beach to Miami-Dade. By the end of the month, flocks

Continued from page 1

by

B rian R apoza

had rounded the Keys and were found all along the Gulf coast.
By January, individuals had reached westward to Pensacola and
beyond.
Prior to 2012, there had been only fourteen verified
Razorbill records in Florida. When I awakened the morning
of December 15, I was still waiting to add that species to my
state life list. I would not have to wait much longer. This was
the day of the annual Miami Christmas Bird Count, which I’ve
compiled since 2001. For the past few years, I’ve assisted Jim
Sigsbee in covering Miami Beach for the CBC, arguably one of
the least exciting territories within the circle, at least in terms of
avian diversity. Jim has been covering this territory for as long
as anyone can remember, but for this year’s count, he had a
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Tropical Audubon Society

Hold The Line — Ride The Line!


Continued from page 3

by

C eleste D e P alma

We don’t need to expand roads. We need to invest in
public transportation now! When comparing Miami’s mass transit
system to those of other major metropolis, ours is evidently
deficient. Miami’s Metrorail system covers 24 miles with 23
stops in its two lines, and the Metromover has only 21 stops in
its three loops. New York City’s subway system covers 660 miles
with 468 stations. Despite our rail system deficiencies, we have
nearly double the ridership per mile than that of the NYC subway
system. In 2011 the ridership of public transportation in MiamiDade County exceeded 100 million people. If other major cities
around the world, even many that are far less developed than
Miami, have a comprehensive public transportation system, why
don’t we? There is a clear demand for it, and we cannot build our
way out of congestion. It is simply not sustainable. The evidence is
in the numbers: 400 cars = 8 buses = 1 commuter train.
When asked about our transportation investment in the
region today, 80 percent of responders at the latest Seven50
Summit said that more of the investment should go to transit,
bicycle, and pedestrian improvements; whereas only 7 percent of
responders said more of the investment should go to widening of
roads for motorists (more than 450 participants responded).
When asked about our region as a whole, South Floridians
have expressed they would like to be a more economically resilient
and environmentally sustainable region during the next 50 years
(more than 250 participants responded).
If we are quick to realize and accept that our environment
is the main component of our state economy, then it would logically
follow that we should embrace a development plan that would
protect our number one economic asset. With yearly revenue of

$65 billion generated through the utilization and enjoyment of
our state’s natural resources, tourism is Florida’s largest single
economic engine. Last year alone, out of the 89 million tourists
who visited our state, 65 percent enjoyed nature-based activities
(and 20 million people came to visit state parks alone). Thus, the
state’s tourism success, and thus that of our economy, is thanks
to our environmental riches! However, without proper planning we
might just become the victims of our own success.
According to renowned planner Andres Duany, failing
to solve our transit issues will translate into losing business and
investment opportunities to the Caribbean, South America, Panama
City and Southern Texas over the next 50 years. Moreover, being
stuck in traffic is detrimental to our health. Studies show that people
driving to and from work for hours a day will have a decreased
quality of life. Associated factors included stress, fatigue, weight
gain, high cholesterol, and anxiety among others. We lose so
much time driving when we could be exercising, walking, being
with our families -- in essence, living!
In the end, improving our public transportation is a win-win
for all: our environment, our economy, and our health. We need to
change the minds of those in charge of making the decisions on
how to spend toll monies because the future of a successful Miami
is in a reliable and connected public transportation system.
Let’s move away from a car dependent society! Ride the
Line with us to a more connected Miami. Demand a comprehensive,
multi-modal public transportation system today and claim your life
back! Join the Hold the Line—Ride The Line campaign, contact
Celeste De Palma at outreach@tropicalaudubon.org to sign-up.

schedule conflict, so it appeared I would have to cover Miami
Beach solo. Just days before the count, Tropical Audubon board
member Rafael Galvez graciously agreed to assist me.
Rafael and I arrived at South Point Park at sunrise
and began to scan offshore from the jetty at the mouth of
Government Cut. It wasn’t long before Rafael began to call out
distant Razorbills as they streamed south in small flocks. Soon
they were flying closer to shore; eventually a few even landed
alongside the jetty, offering outstanding looks. As we worked
our way north over the course of the morning, we continued to
count flocks of Razorbills moving south. We even found one
bird frolicking in the surf just a few feet from shore, beachgoers
seemingly oblivious to its presence. By day’s end, we had tallied
an astounding 447 Razorbills! Including birds seen by boat, a
total of 612 Razorbills were seen during the CBC. Other species,
such as Black Scoter, Northern Gannet and Common Loon were
also counted in record numbers during this most memorable
day.
What caused this unprecedented event? Prevailing
theories suggested a connection with Hurricane Sandy two
months prior. It’s possible that the storm disrupted food chains
in Razorbills’ customary wintering grounds, forcing them south
in search of nourishment. Unfortunately, Florida’s coastal waters
are relatively nutrient poor, making it likely that many of the
Razorbills struggled to find food here; we may never know how

many succumbed to starvation.
A number of birds were found on area beaches and
taken to rehabilitation centers. One Razorbill found on Miami
Beach and taken to Pelican Harbor Seabird Station spent
several weeks in rehabilitation. In March, with the assistance
of a generous donor, this one very fortunate bird was flown to
the Carolinas to be released among Razorbills wintering there.
Hopefully, it’s now doing just fine.

5

Conservation Lands
are critical for Florida
by

Nearly 150 acres of wetlands bordering Oleta River State Park
were spared this summer after an outcry by Tropical Audubon
and its conservation partners seeking to save one of Florida’s
disappearing mangrove habitats.
The coastal wetlands were yanked from a state list
of “surplus” conservation lands that could potentially be sold to
developers following a storm of protest from environmental groups
over some 160 properties on the list, many of which remain up for
dispute.
The Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s
decision to spare the two Oleta River State Park parcels was
a victory for Tropical Audubon, which has played a key role in
protecting the land at Oleta River for decades. Bordered by the
state’s Biscayne Bay Aquatic Preserves, the park is home to the
tallest and arguably oldest red mangroves in the state. The coastal
wetlands that border it, which were up for surplus by the state,
are incredibly vital to maintain water quality conditions and habitat
for fish and wildlife. Oleta River itself feeds into the Biscayne Bay
Aquatic Preserves, a key source of freshwater for the area.
In fact when the park was acquired by the state in 1980,
its environmental significance, a key criteria for all purchased state
lands, was almost entirely based on the presence of the Oleta
River and Biscayne Bay mangrove wetland forests --the last
remaining stand of mangroves in North Biscayne Bay.
Maureen Brody Harwitz, a lawyer and environmental
activist who fought to protect the mangrove forest at the time,
said, “There are no “surplus” mangroves in Biscayne Bay waters.
It’s like saying there are surplus pinelands on Dade County land.

WISH LIS T

L aura R eynolds

It is outrageous for Governor Scott to treat these invaluable and
essential mangrove wetlands as if they were excess inventory that
needed to be cleared out.”
While we are relieved that Oleta Park lands will remain
protected, we must now redouble our efforts to protect those of the
remaining more than 100 tracts on the list that have conservation
value. If we fail to protect our state parks and lands bought under
the Preservation 2000 and Florida Forever programs, we risk the
loss of valuable open land.
Tropical Audubon and a group of environmental
organizations are very concerned about seventeen parcels of
surplus lands in the Florida Keys Wildlife and Environmental Area,
which provides critical nesting and flyway habitat for hundreds of
different bird species. Furthermore, the rare hardwood hammock
habitat may be home to the Key Largo Wood Rat, Cotton Mouse,
and the Schaus Swallowtail Butterfly, which are listed species.
Some of the other lands on the surplus list provide critical
habitat to endangered species, including the Wood Stork, the
Florida Panther and the Snail Kite. Because the entire Everglades
Projects Area is up for review, these valuable conservation lands
will be assessed for retention, disposal or alternate uses, which
could include sale to developers.
As we campaign to protect more conservation lands on
the surplus list this fall, we ask the TAS community to let the state
know you value open land, for future of our water supply, for the
future of our tourism economy, and for the quality of life of our
children. Send your comments to: ARC_mailinglist@dep.state.
fl.us and copy your elected officials.

Needed Items

Binoculars
Birding Scope & tripod
iPads or Tablets
Laptop Computers
External Hard Drives
Video Production Equipment
Power surge protectors
Gardening tools
Construction equipment
Chainsaw
12 x 12 Instant Canopy Tents
AED Unit (Automatic External Defibrillator) for
CPR

In Kind

Marketing Services
Videographer and Video Editing
Website Design
Grounds Maintenance
Carpentry Services
Cleaning Services
Fence Repair
Secretarial Services
Grant Writing
Newsletter Contributions
(Writing, Images & Editing)
Membership Management Services
PC Maintenance Services

Open TAS Positions

Recording Secretary
Field Technicians
Field Trip Leaders (hiking, kayaking, & biking)
Graphic Designers
Marketing
Public Relations
Docents to give Tours of Doc Thomas House
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Hog Island
Summer
Wonderland
Ever dreamed of taking a week off the busy city life and retreating
to the wonders of nature, to get in touch with your inner explorer
and fall in love with nature’s marvels all over again? I was fortunate
to do that this past July at National Audubon Society’s Hog Island
Camp: An Educator’s Week and I want to share my experience
with you.
Hog Island Camp at Bremen, Maine is a kid’s and an
adult’s dreams come true. Unparalleled beauty: breath-taking
sunsets, dynamic nature trails, mysterious forests, a festival of
sounds and fields of blueberries and raspberries fill your senses
and feed your imagination beyond control. I came back from that
week refreshed, renewed and ready to take TAS up by storm.
In one sentence, Hog Island is an environmentalist’s fountain of
youth.
This Camp was infused with education techniques
designed to connect children & adults with nature in all possible
ways: sensory activities to introduce young kids to nature (also
great to introduce inner-city kids to nature), inter-tidal explorations
for the sea-lovers (and a friendship bracelet to remember all the
plants and animals that live in the different tidal zones), night-time
explorations for the brave (do you know what happens when you
bite into a Peppermint Lifesaver in the dark?), interpretation arts
& crafts to learn about an ecosystem, songs, games, and more.
There was an activity for every color of the rainbow, and I had the

by

C eleste D e P alma

time of my life. I want anyone visiting TAS to have that much fun.
That’s what it’s all about anyway: if you enjoy yourself in nature,
you’ll be the best steward you can be because you know what is
at stake.
During my short stay I gathered all sorts of new tricks,
enjoyed local food, exchanged songs and saw extraordinary birds
(highlights: Atlantic Puffin, Guillemot and the Northern Gannet). I
was able to stop, listen, experience, appreciate and connect back
with nature like I did when I was a child. And I realized it was those
early connections with nature that foster a sense of responsibility
and care for the environment that I carried with me through
adulthood. The most valuable lesson I learned that week at Hog
Island was to never lose touch with one’s inner child and to always
remember your first encounters with nature. I understood that if
we want more environmental stewards and engaged citizens, it
is up to us to provide kids with opportunities to root themselves
in nature and form an everlasting bond. Do you remember when
Nature first knocked on your door? I invite you to think about it.
I can’t thank National Audubon Society and Tropical Audubon
Society enough for sponsoring my tuition to participate in Sharing
Nature: An Educator’s Week at Hog Island Camp.
To learn more about Hog Island and the programs offered, please
visit http://hogisland.audubon.org

Dine Out with TAS

C ommunity D ining P artner P rogram S preads
by

Tropical Audubon Society’s proverbial nest is now being
feathered year-round with an expanded group of South Miamiarea restaurants participating in 2013/14 Dine Out with Tropical
Audubon Society first-Tuesday-of-the-month series.
The landmark Red Fish Grill, a fine-dining waterside
restaurant situated in Matheson Hammock Park, is the latest
establishment to join the TAS Dine Out family, debuting in April
and repeating in October. Red Fish Grill boasts what is arguably
Miami’s most picturesque dining setting. Out-of-town guests are
especially captivated by its tropical atmosphere and bayside
setting. Signature seafood dishes, such as Cumin-crusted
Cobia and Fennel-seared Yellowfin Tuna, populate its menu.
Complementing the dining experience, patrons can take in a
bit of birdwatching as the sun sets. And as an added bonus, if
diners mention they are friends of TAS, Red Fish Grill’s owners
will double the standard 10 percent donation to 20 percent of the
dinner check.
The Big Cheese, a casual family Italian eatery and
longtime UM booster famous for its outstanding pizza and garlic
rolls, hosted the March and August Dine Outs to critical acclaim.
For example, the caliber of its Chicken Marsala is arguably on par
with a fine-dining experience.

its
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Red Fish Grill and The Big Cheese join perennial partners
George’s, Sports Grill SoMi and Whisk Gourmet. Each restaurant
now plans to host Dine Out two times per year.
The pilot Dine Out program (wherein each restaurant
donates ten percent of dinner checks from designated first
Tuesdays of the month to TAS) debuted in 2011 and was headlined
by George’s and Whisk Gourmet. Dine Out has since generated so
much buzz that the founding participants encouraged Community
Outreach & Education Coordinator Celeste De Palma to make it
a year-round program: “We are really excited about our new Dine
Out partners and hope we can look forward to meeting more of our
TAS members on the first Tuesday of each month,” she says.
Check your monthly TAS calendars to discover which
South Miami/Coral Gables establishment will be rounding out
this win-win community series; and please consider regularly
patronizing all of our Dine Out partners. It is through their
generosity of spirit that we are able to amplify our conservation
mission.
Dine Out’s goal is deliciously symbiotic: Introduce our
members to each partner restaurant, while elevating TAS’s profile
as the “Voice of Conservation in South Florida” -- a role that
includes helping to preserve our community’s natural resources
and enhancing our quality of life.
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TAS 2013-14 Events Calendar
Tropical Audubon Society offers an outstanding
lineup of outings, special events and monthly
programs, including bird, plant and butterfly
fieldtrips ranging from local half-day outings to
extended international explorations. These include,
but are not limited to the very important seasonal
bird counts, Birdathon, restoration workdays, plant
sales and recreational birding expeditions. Please
mark your calendars and join us!
Field trips take place rain or shine
(rainy days are often birdy days, especially during
migration). Please note: some parks charge
entrance fees; participants can arrange to share
fuel costs for carpool trips; overnight and boat trips
can incur additional costs; and some nature walks
may require a fee. To facilitate communication with
trip leaders, walkie-talkies are recommended for
carpool trips; the specifics for each trip are indicated
below. In some cases, the trip leader has included
his/her email address and phone number for direct
contact. All trips are led by Tropical Audubon Society
Volunteer Guides. Unless otherwise indicated, they
are free and open to the public, and reservations are
not necessary. For more information, contact Brian
Rapoza, TAS Field Trip Coordinator at fieldtrips@
tropicalaudubon.org or at (305) 388-1544. To
volunteer for our Restoration Workdays, contact
Celeste De Palma, TAS Outreach & Education
Coordinator at 305.343.4468 or e-mail volunteer1@
tropicalaudubon.org. To attend Conservation
Meetings, and other special events, call (305) 6677337 or write outreach@tropicalaudubon.org
Sun., Sept. 15 - November 2013 — Florida Keys
Hawkwatch
FKH will be counting migratory birds from Curry
Hammock State Park (MM 56.2 in the Keys)
everyday, from 9 am to 4 pm (DST). Volunteers
and visitors are welcome. The site holds the world
record for most Peregrine Falcons counted during
migration. As many as 28,000 birds of prey of 17
species are counted each fall as part of this project.
Contact Rafael Galvez at 305-804-6003 for more
information.
Tues., Oct. 1 - Dine Out with TAS – Red Fish Grill
Experience our monthly Dine Out program at
Red Fish Grill and help feather Tropical Audubon
Society’s proverbial nest. Call Red Fish Grill at
305.668.8788 to make a reservation. About Dine
Out: South Miami-area community restaurant
partners participating in the first-Tuesday-of-themonth Dine Out series also include George’s On
Sunset, Sports Grill SoMi, The Big Cheese SoMi
and Whisk Gourmet. Each restaurant dedicates
ten percent of dinner and take-out checks on its
designated Dine Out date to TAS. So please mark
your calendar and Dine Out with our community
partners on the 1st Tuesday of the month. You’ll
be dining well and helping amplify South Florida’s
nonprofit “Voice of Conservation!”
Sat.-Sun., Oct. 5-6—Environmental Leadership
Workshop
Join TAS and numerous environmental and area
businesses partners for a weekend of engagement
and inspiration. The interactive event will provide
local citizens with the necessary tools to become
agents of change in our community. Expert
panelists will cover an array of environmental topics
ranging from local conservation issues, grassroots
organizing and diversity, to crafting your message,
navigating political channels, engaging via social
media and nonprofit fundraising. Fieldtrips, yoga
classes, photography workshops, kayak trips
and more. Register at https://tropicalaudubon.
ejoinme.org/workshop . Student Scholarships
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available; contact Celeste De Palma, TAS
Outreach & Education Coordinator at outreach@
tropicalaudubon.org
Sat., Oct. 5 — A.D. Barnes Park Bird Walk
Bill Boeringer will lead birders through A.D. Barnes
Park. Enter on SW 72nd Ave. just north of Bird Rd.
(SW 40th St.), turn left at the T intersection and
park in spaces on either side of the road. Meet at
7:30a.m., returning approximately 11a.m. No fee.
Sun., Oct 6 — Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park
Bird Walk
Angel & Mariel Abreu will lead birders through Bill
Baggs Cape Florida State Park on Key Biscayne.
The park opens at 8a.m. Participants should meet
at No Name Harbor (from the entrance station,
take your first right and drive west to the parking
area). The walk will begin by 8:15am. returning
approximately 11a.m. Costs include an entrance fee
to the park and the Rickenbacker Causeway toll.
Thur., Oct 10 – Sun., Oct. 13 — South Florida
Birding Festival
Join TAS for an exciting four-day event at Fairchild
Tropical Botanic Garden. Keynote speaker will be
Ted Floyd, Editor of Birding, the flagship publication
of the American Birding Association, and author of
The Smithsonian Field Guide to the Birds of North
America. On the agenda: workshops, presentations
and fieltrips to South Florida birding hotspots on
Thursday and Friday; Saturday and Sunday will both
begin with a bird walk at Fairchild at 7:30a.m. There
will also be arts & crafts, activities for children, and
bird-attracting plants available for sale. The South
Florida Birding Festival is co-sponsored by Tropical
Audubon Society and is made possible by support
from the James A. Kushlan Bird Conservation
Program. Admission is free for current TAS
members. For more information and a complete
schedule, visit www.fairchildgarden.org/
Fri., Oct 11 - SoMi Art Walk - Artist Jose
Portuondo
The Doc Thomas House parlor, porch and patio are
transformed into charming “galleries” during SOMI
ArtWalk, a free event that unfolds in retail venues
along Sunset Drive on the second Friday of each
month from October through March. Pedestrianfriendly South Miami enables patrons to reduce
their collective carbon footprint and stroll from one
venue to the next. TAS showcases the art of a
different environmental artist each month, alongside
the works of area students enrolled in Magnet Arts
programs. A portion of the proceeds from every sale
is tithed to TAS by each artist. Please “Get your Art
On” and join us!
Sat., Oct 12 - Workday at Porter-Russell Pine
Rockland Preserve
Learn about native plants and help Tropical
maintain an endangered habitat! We will be
working to remove non-native plants, maintaining
some of the shrubs, and work on making trails
on the property. Pine Rocklands are a globally
imperiled and are only found in South Florida and
the Bahamas. There is only 2% of this ecosystem
left in Miami-Dade County outside of Everglades
National Park, so efforts to preserve remaining
acres are vital to avoid losing one of South Florida’s
most diverse ecosystems. Please bring sunscreen,
your water bottle, and wear closed toed-shoes. We
will provide water, refreshments, and t-shirts for all
participants. Groups welcome! Contact Celeste De
Palma, TAS Outreach & Education Coordinator, to
RSVP at 305.343.4468 or via email at outreach@
tropicalaudubon.org

Sun., Oct 13 – Día del Halcón Peregrino
El Halcón Peregrino es el animal más veloz del
mundo, con vuelos a más de 200 millas por hora.
Sus migraciones la llevan desde el norte extremo
del continente Norte Americano, a través del
Caribe, Centro América y Sudamérica, hasta
llegar a Patagonia. Cada otoño, mas Halcones
Peregrinos que en cualquier otra parte del mundo
se concentran en los Cayos de la Florida antes de
seguir hacia el sur. Ven a ver cientos de halcones
pasar sobre los cayos este 13 de Octubre. Habrá
orientaciones en español. Para más información
llame al 305-804-6003.
Sat., Oct. 19- Workday at the Doc Thomas House
Want to learn about native plants, help Tropical
maintain our native landscape at the Steinberg
Nature Center at Doc Thomas House and get your
hands dirty? We need you! Workdays are held every
third Saturday of every month. Show up anytime
between 8:30am and noon and you will find a host
of hard workers. This is a great opportunity for
students to earn community service hours. RSVP at
volunteer1@tropicalaudubon.org
Sat., Oct. 19 - Shark Valley / Loop Road Birding
Paul Bithorn will lead this Shark Valley carpool trip.
Meet at 8am at the airboat concession on the north
side of Tamiami Trail (US 41), one mile west of the
Shark Valley entrance. There is an entrance fee to
Shark Valley. Bring lunch.
Sun., Oct. 20 - Crandon Park Birding
Rangel Diaz will lead birders through Crandon Park
on Key Biscayne. Meet at 7:30am at the Crandon
Visitor & Nature Center at Parking Lot #1, accessed
via the North Beach entrance to the park (no fee
before 8am). The tour will start at the Coastal Dune
Trail, followed by a walk along the beach to the mud
flats for shorebirds and a visit to Crandon Gardens.
Wed., Oct. 23 - Conservation Meeting
TAS members and guests are invited to attend our
Conservation Committee Meetings at 7:30 p.m.
on the 4th Wednesday of every month. Meetings
are held at the Doc Thomas House, 5530 Sunset
Dr., Miami, 33143. Contact us at outreach@
tropicalaudubon.org
Fri.-Sat.,
October
25-26-2013
Audubon
Assembly: Boots on the Ground. Palm Harbor,
FL
The 2013 Audubon Assembly celebrates the
people who put their “boots on the ground” for
conservation. Get inspired and get involved in
citizen science, habitat stewardship, and grassroots
advocacy. Florida’s signature conservation event
brings together representatives of Audubon’s
35,000 members and 44 chapters with conservation
leaders, scientists, educators and policy makers.
Through nature-themed walking workshops,
inspiring speakers and thought-provoking learning
sessions, the Assembly brings together people
of all ages and backgrounds in the common
interest of protecting Florida’s treasured natural
resources. Early-bird tickets and hotel rooms are
going fast, so reserve your spot today: http://bit.ly/
AudubonAssembly2013
Sat., Oct. 26 - Everglades National Park
Beginning Birding
Jeff Weber will lead this trip. Meet at 7:30am in the
parking lot of the Coe Visitor Center at Everglades
National Park. There is an entrance fee to the park.
Bring lunch.
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Sat.-Sun., Oct. 26-27 - Native Plant Sale
Establish your own Native Habitat! Native
Plant Experts from Tropical Audubon Society’s
Steinberg Nature Center will help you create a
subtropical, xeriscape oasis in your own backyard.
Contact outreach@tropicalaudubon.org for more
information.
Members-only pre-sale Fri., Oct. 25 from 4-7 p.m.
Sat. Oct. 26 from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Sun. Oct. 27 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sun., Oct. 27 - Tri-Annual Food Truck Migration
Flock to Tropical Audubon Society for Sunday
Supper! The Tri-Annual Food Truck Migration
hatches beneath the shady canopy that comprises
our Steinberg Nature Center, a 3-acre native oasis
in the heart of South Miami. Forage for your Supper
among unique savory & sweet food vendors; dine
alfresco at communal picnic tables or tuck in under
the Chickee; slake your thirst at the Bird Bar;
wander Nature trails; tour the historic Doc Thomas
House; and listen to a chorus of birds sing the sun
to bed. Contact outreach@tropicalaudubon.org for
more information.
Sat., Nov. 2 -Southern Palm Beach Birding
John Hutchison will lead this carpool trip. Meet at
7:30am at Wakodahatchee Wetlands (13026 Jog
Road, about 1.5 miles north of Atlantic Avenue in
Delray Beach.) No fee. Bring lunch.
Tue., Nov. 5 - Dine Out with TAS - Sports Grill
(South Miami location only)
Experience our monthly Dine Out program at Sports
Grill SoMi and help feather Tropical Audubon
Society’s proverbial nest. Call Sports Grill at (305)
668-0396 to make a reservation. See Oct. 1 listing
to learn more about Dine Out.
Fri., Nov. 8 - SoMi Art Walk - Artist Nancy Martini
The Doc Thomas House parlor, porch and patio are
transformed into charming “galleries” during SOMI
ArtWalk, a free event that unfolds in retail venues
along Sunset Drive on the second Friday of each
month from October through March. Pedestrianfriendly South Miami enables patrons to reduce
their collective carbon footprint and stroll from one
venue to the next. TAS showcases the art of a
different environmental artist each month, alongside
the works of area students enrolled in Magnet Arts
programs. A portion of the proceeds from every sale
is tithed to TAS by each artist. Please “Get your Art
On” and join us!
Sat., Nov. 9 - Workday at Porter-Russell Pine
Rockland Preserve
See Oct. 12 listing for full details.
Sat., Nov. 9 - Everglades National Park Birding
John Boyd will lead this all-day carpool trip. Meet
in the parking lot of the Coe Visitor Center at
Everglades National Park at 7:30am. There is an
entrance fee to the park. Bring lunch.
Sat., Nov. 16- Workday at the Doc Thomas House
See Oct. 19 listing for full details.
Sat., Nov. 16 - STA-5 Birding
Hendry Glades Audubon Society invites TAS
members to join its tour of Stormwater Treatment
Area-5 in Hendry County. For those planning to
carpool, this trip is limited to 20 participants and
reservations are required. No fee. Contact Brian
Rapoza at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org for time
and meeting place details.

Sat., Nov. 23 -Plantation Preserve Birding
South
Florida
Audubon
Society’s
Paddy
Cunningham invites TAS members to join her for
a tour of Plantation Preserve in central Broward
County, located on Broward Blvd., two miles east
of University Drive. Meet Paddy at 8am at the
trailhead past the playground. No fee. Lunch at a
local restaurant will follow.
Wed., Nov. 27 - Conservation Meeting
See Oct. 23 listing for full details.
Sat., Nov. 30 - Snake Bight Kayaking/Canoeing
David Schaffter leads this kayak/canoe trip to
Snake Bight in Everglades National Park, a 7-9
mile round-trip paddle, designed for intermediate
to advanced paddlers. Meet at Flamingo Marina
for a 9am departure, return by 4pm. Bring lunch,
water, hat, sunscreen, insect repellant and PFDs.
There is an entrance fee to the park, plus a kayak/
canoe entrance fee. Rentals, including paddles/
PFDs, are available at the marina: kayaks-$45 per
day, canoes-$32 for 8 hours. Call 239-695-3101 for
rental details.
Tue., Dec. 3 - Dine Out with TAS - George’s On
Sunset
Experience our monthly Dine Out program at
George’s On Sunset and help feather Tropical
Audubon Society’s proverbial nest. Call George’s at
(305) 284-9989 to make a reservation. See Oct. 1
listing to learn more about Dine Out.
Sat., Dec. 7 - South Florida Exotics Trip
Paul Bithorn & Brian Rapoza will lead birders
in search of parrots, bulbuls, mynas and other
introduced species in this all-day van trip. Costs:
$60 includes van/gas and lunch at a local restaurant.
E-mail Brian at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org for
more information.
Sat., Dec. 7 - Workday at Porter-Russell Pine
Rockland Preserve
See Oct. 12 listing for full details.
Fri., Dec. 13 - SoMi Art Walk - Everglades Fotos
Group
The Doc Thomas House parlor, porch and patio are
transformed into charming “galleries” during SOMI
ArtWalk, a free event that unfolds in retail venues
along Sunset Drive on the second Friday of each
month from October through March. Pedestrianfriendly South Miami enables patrons to reduce
their collective carbon footprint and stroll from one
venue to the next. TAS showcases the art of a
different environmental artist each month, alongside
the works of area students enrolled in Magnet Arts
programs. A portion of the proceeds from every sale
is tithed to TAS by each artist. Please “Get your Art
On” and join us!
Sat., Dec. 21 - Workday at the Doc Thomas
House
See Oct. 19 listing for full details.
Christmas Bird Counts
Every year since 1900 teams of birders join together
across the country to count the number of individual
birds within each species occurring on the same
date in the same place. This monumental task is
coordinated by the National Audubon Society. The
consistency of the count creates a viable set of
statistics that can be compared and used to measure
the effects that changes in the environment have had
on the bird population. The data gathered provide
important environmental warnings that should be
heeded. In addition to the serious consequences of

the Christmans Bird Counts, participating is a fun
way to spend a day with fellow birding enthusiasts.
This is an all-day free event. Volunteers are needed
across South Florida.
Sat., Dec. 14 - Miami-Dade County CBC.
Coordinated by Brian Rapoza. For more information,
email Brian at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org.
Mon., Dec 16 - Long Pine Key CBC, Coordinated
by Robin Diaz. For more information, email Robin at
robin@tropicalaudubon.org.
Fri., Dec. 20 - Biscayne National Park CBC,
Coordinated by Dr. Vanessa McDonough. For more
information, email Dr. McDonough at vanessa_
mcdonough@nps.gov.
Sat., Dec. 21 - Kendall CBC, Coordinated by Bill
Boeringer. For more information, email Bill at bill@
tropicalaudubon.org.
Sat., Dec. 28 - Coot Bay / Everglades CBC,
Coordinated by Brian Rapoza. For more information,
email Brian at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org.
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Sat., Jan. 4 - Southern Palm Beach Birding
Nancy Freedman will lead this carpool trip. Meet at
7:30am at Wakodahatchee Wetlands (13026 Jog
Road, about 1.5 miles north of Atlantic Avenue in
Delray Beach.) No fee. Bring lunch.
Fri., Jan. 10 - SoMi Art Walk - Artist Deborah
LaFogg-Docherty
The Doc Thomas House parlor, porch and patio are
transformed into charming “galleries” during SOMI
ArtWalk, a free event that unfolds in retail venues
along Sunset Drive on the second Friday of each
month from October through March. Pedestrianfriendly South Miami enables patrons to reduce
their collective carbon footprint and stroll from one
venue to the next. TAS showcases the art of a
different environmental artist each month, alongside
the works of area students enrolled in Magnet Arts
programs. A portion of the proceeds from every sale
is tithed to TAS by each artist. Please “Get your Art
On” and join us!
Sat., Jan. 11 - Workday at Porter-Russell Pine
Rockland Preserve
See Oct. 12 listing for full details.
Sat., Jan. 11 - Everglades National Park Birding
Angel & Mariel Abreu will lead this all-day carpool
trip. See Nov. 9 listing for more details.
Fri. - Mon., Jan. 17-20 - North Florida Birding
Brian Rapoza & Paul Bithorn will lead this four-day,
three-night van trip to the Tallahassee area. Costs
($495 per person double occupancy: $150 single
supplement) include hotel and van/gas. Email
Brian at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org for more
information.
Sat., Jan. 18 - Workday at the Doc Thomas House
See Oct. 19 listing for full details.
Sat., Jan. 18 - Crandon Park Birding
Jim King will lead birders through Crandon Park on
Key Biscayne. Meet at 7:30am at the Crandon Visitor
and Nature Center at Parking Lot #1, accessed via
the North Beach entrance to the park (no fee before
8am). The tour will start at the Coastal Dune Trail,
followed by a walk along the beach to the mud flats
for shorebirds and a visit to Crandon Gardens.
Wed., Jan. 22 - Conservation Meeting
See Oct. 23 listing for full details.
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Sat., Jan. 25 - North Broward Birding
John Hutchison will lead this carpool trip to birding
locations in northern Broward County. Meet at 8am
at Tall Cypress Natural Area. From Florida Turnpike,
exit at Sample Road (Exit 69). Drive west 3 miles to
Turtle Run Blvd. Turn right and drive north 0.2 miles
to the park entrance. Bring lunch.
Sat., Jan. 25 - Conservation Concert - TBA
Our Winter Conservation Concert Series showcases
top South Florida bands and solo performers. Bring
a blanket, your sweetie, children, or a friend and
come out for an old Florida evening of original and
cover music under the oaks and stars. A donation
BirdBar, courtesy of Republic National Distributing
Co., provides liquid refreshment and a designated
food truck sates appetites. Additionally, neighboring
TAS community partner restaurants (George’s On
Sunset, Sports Grill SoMi & Whisk Gourmet) offer
takeout. Picnic tables available on a first-come
basis. Admission: $10 donation, children free_Gates
open at 7pm, music begins at 7:30pm.
Sat., Feb. 1 - STA-1E Birding
Audubon Society of the Everglades invites TAS
members to join its tour of Stormwater Treatment
Area-1E in Palm Beach County. For those planning
to carpool, this trip is limited to 20 participants and
reservations are required. No fee. Contact Brian
Rapoza at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org for time
and meeting place details.
Tue., Feb. 4 - Dine Out with TAS – Whisk Gourmet
Experience our monthly Dine Out program at
Whisk Gourmet and help feather Tropical Audubon
Society’s proverbial nest. Call Whisk Gourmet at
(786) 268-8350 to make a reservation. See Oct. 1
listing to learn more about Dine Out.
Sat., Feb. 8 - Workday at Porter-Russell Pine
Rockland Preserve
See Oct. 12 listing for full details.
Sat., Feb. 8 - Everglades Nature Photography
Jeff Weber & Trey Mitchell will lead this all-day event
in Everglades National Park. Meet at 6am at the
Coe Visitor Center. There is an entrance fee to the
park. Bring lunch.
Sat.-Sun., Feb. 8-9 - Native Plant Sale
See Oct. 26-27 listing for full details.
Members-only pre-sale Fri., Feb. 7 from 4-7 p.m.
Sat. Feb. 8 from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Sun. Feb. 9 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sun., Feb. 9 - Tri-Annual Food Truck Migration
See Oct. 27 listing for full details.
Fri., Feb. 14 - SoMi Art Walk - TBA
The Doc Thomas House parlor, porch and patio are
transformed into charming “galleries” during SOMI
ArtWalk, a free event that unfolds in retail venues
along Sunset Drive on the second Friday of each
month from October through March. Pedestrianfriendly South Miami enables patrons to reduce
their collective carbon footprint and stroll from one
venue to the next. TAS showcases the art of a
different environmental artist each month, alongside
the works of area students enrolled in Magnet Arts
programs. A portion of the proceeds from every sale
is tithed to TAS by each artist. Please “Get your Art
On” and join us!
Sat., Feb. 15 - Workday at the Doc Thomas
House
See Oct. 19 listing for full details.
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Sat., Feb. 15 - Shark Valley/Loop Road Birding
John Hutchison will lead this trip. Meet at 8am at
the airboat concession on the north side of Tamiami
Trail (US 41), one mile west of the Shark Valley
entrance. There is an entrance fee to Shark Valley.
Bring lunch.
Sat., Feb. 22 - South Dade Birding
Roberto Torres will lead this carpool trip, which
may include stops at Lucky Hammock, Castellow
Hammock and Dump Marsh. Meet at 7:30am in the
parking lot of the Coe Visitor Center at Everglades
National Park. No fee. Bring lunch.
Sat., Feb. 22 - Conservation Concert - TBA
See Jan. 25 listing for full details.
Wed., Feb. 26 - Conservation Meeting
See Oct. 23 listing for full details.
Sat., Mar. 1 - Everglades National Park Birding
John Boyd will lead this all-day carpool trip. Meet
in the parking lot of the Coe Visitor Center at
Everglades National Park at 7:30am. There is an
entrance fee to the park. Bring lunch.
Tue., Mar. 4 - Dine Out with TAS – The Big Cheese
(South Miami location only)
Experience our monthly Dine Out program at The
Big Cheese SoMi and help feather Tropical Audubon
Society’s proverbial nest. Call The Big Cheese at
(305) 662-6855 to make a reservation. Se Oct. 1
listing to learn more about Dine Out.
Sat., Mar. 8 - Workday at Porter-Russell Pine
Rockland Preserve
See Oct. 12 listing for full details.
Sat., Mar. 8 - Collier County Birding
Brian Rapoza leads this all-day carpool trip to birding
locations in Collier County, including Fakahatchee
Strand State Park and Tigertail Beach on Marco
Island. Meet at 7am at the Kirby Storter Boardwalk
on Tamiami Trail. Costs include an entrance fee
to Tigertail Beach. Bring lunch. Walkie-talkies are
recommended.
Fri., Mar. 14 - SoMi Art Walk - Artist Pat Cummins
The Doc Thomas House parlor, porch and patio are
transformed into charming “galleries” during SOMI
ArtWalk, a free event that unfolds in retail venues
along Sunset Drive on the second Friday of each
month from October through March. Pedestrianfriendly South Miami enables patrons to reduce
their collective carbon footprint and stroll from one
venue to the next. TAS showcases the art of a
different environmental artist each month, alongside
the works of area students enrolled in Magnet Arts
programs. A portion of the proceeds from every sale
is tithed to TAS by each artist. Please “Get your Art
On” and join us!
Sat., Mar. 15 - Workday at the Doc Thomas House
See Oct. 19 listing for full details.
Sat., Mar. 15 - East Everglades / Chekika Area
Birding
Carlos Sanchez leads this half-day trip to the east
Everglades, including Chekika Day Use Area of
Everglades National Park. Meet at 7am at the C-357
sparrow fields. From Krome Avenue, drive west 3.0
miles on Richmond Drive (SW 168 Street). Park
near the entrance, at a yellow gate just west of the
C-357 Canal. Return approximately 11am. No fee.

Sun., Mar. 16 - Spring Wildflower Walk with
Roger Hammer
Renowned South Florida plant expert Roger
Hammer will lead this walk down the Long Pine Key
Nature Trail in Everglades National Park. Meet at
the Ernest Coe Visitor Center in Everglades National
Park at 8am, return approximately 11:30am. There
is an entrance fee to the park. Reservations and
fee required: $40 members/$45 nonmembers
includes an autographed copy of one of Hammer’s
recent books: Everglades Wildflowers, Florida Keys
Wildflowers or Everglades National Park and the
Surrounding Area (your choice). A $25 discount
($15 members/$20 nonmembers) if you bring along
your own copy of one of his books! Call 305-2471634, or e-mail Roger at kaskazi44@comcast.net to
register or for more information.
Sat., March 22 - South Broward Birding
John Hutchison will lead this carpool trip to birding
locations in southern Broward County. Meet at 8am
at Plantation Preserve. The preserve is on Broward
Blvd. two miles east of University Drive. Meet at 8am
at the trailhead past the playground. Bring lunch.
Sat., Mar. 22 - Conservation Concert - TBA
See Jan. 25 listing for full details.
Sun., Mar. 23 - Porter-Russell Pine Rockland
Walk
Joe Barros will lead this walk through Tropical
Audubon’s own protected pine rockland, a remnant
of Miami-Dade’s most threatened habitat. Meet at
7:30am. From Florida’s Turnpike, exit at SW 216
Street. Turn right and drive west on SW 216 Street,
across US-1, to SW 124 Avenue. Turn left and drive
south to SW 220 Street. The preserve is on the
right, just south of SW 220 Street. No fee.
Wed., Mar. 26 - Conservation Meeting
See Oct. 23 listing for full details.
Sat., Mar. 29 -Southern Palm Beach Birding
Nancy Freedman will lead this carpool trip. Meet at
7:30am at Wakodahatchee Wetlands (13026 Jog
Road, about 1.5 miles north of Atlantic Avenue in
Delray Beach.) No fee. Bring lunch.
Sat., Apr. 5 - Greynolds Park Bird Walk
Jim King will lead birders through Greynold’s
Park, 17530 West Dixie Highway in North Miami
Beach. Meet at the park boathouse at 7:30am.
Parking is available near the playground and the
elevated mound opposite the boathouse. Return
approximately 11am. No fee.
Sun., Apr. 6 - Fairchild Tropical Botanical
Gardens
Joe Barros will lead birders through Fairchild
Tropical Botanical Gardens. Meet at 7:30am in
the Matheson Hammock parking area adjacent to
Fairchild’s north entrance. Entrance fee to Fairchild
will be waived for current TAS members. Return
approximately 11am.
Sat., Apr. 12 - Workday at Porter-Russell Pine
Rockland Preserve
See Oct. 12 listing for full details.
Sat, April 12 - Sun, April 27 - Tropical Audubon’s
Twelfth Annual Birdathon
Raise money for TAS! Bird for up to 24 consecutive
hours anytime during April 12-27. Collect pledges
per bird seen or for the whole day. Win prizes!
Stay tuned for more information about this exciting
Birdathon. . . fun teams, good prizes, all-day birding,
and all for a good cause!

TAS 2013-14 Events Calendar
Sat., Apr. 12 -Kendall Indian Hammock Park Bird
Walk
Stephen Paez will lead birders through Kendall
Indian Hammock Park. Meet at 7:30am at the
parking area at the east end of the ballfields. Return
is at approximately 11am. No fee.
Sun., Apr. 13 - Crandon Park Birding
Rangel Diaz will lead birders through Crandon Park
on Key Biscayne. Meet at 7:30 AM at the South
Beach parking area (no fee before 8am). The tour
will start at Crandon Gardens, followed by a walk
along the beach to the mud flats shorebird habitat.
Sat., Apr. 19 - Workday at the Doc Thomas House
See Oct. 19 listing for full details.
Sat., Apr. 19 - A. D. Barnes Park Bird Walk
Bill Boeringer will lead birders through A.D. Barnes
Park. Enter on SW 72nd Ave. just north of Bird Rd.
(SW 40th St.), turn left at the T intersection and
park in spaces on either side of the road. Meet at
7:30am, returning aapproximately 11am. No fee.
Sun., Apr. 20 -Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park
Bird Walk
Robin Diaz will lead birders through Bill Baggs
Cape Florida State Park on Key Biscayne. The
park opens at 8am. Participants should meet at No
Name Harbor (from the entrance station, take your
first right and drive west to the parking area). The
walk will begin by 8:15am. returning approximately
11am. Costs include an entrance fee to the park and
the Rickenbacker Causeway toll.
Wed., Apr. 23 - Conservation Meeting
See Oct. 23 listing for full details.
Sat., April 26 -Enchanted Forest/Arch Creek
Park Bird Walk
Jim King will lead birders through Enchanted Forest
Elaine Gordon Park and adjacent Arch Creek Park.
Meet at 7:30am in the Enchanted Forest parking
area (1725 NE 135th Street in North Miami). Return
approximately 11am. No fee.
Sat., Apr. 26 - Conservation Concert - TBA
See Jan. 25 listing for full details.
Sun., Apr. 27 - Matheson Hammock Park Bird
Walk
John Boyd will lead birders through Matheson
Hammock on Old Cutler Rd. immediately north of
Fairchild. The group meets in the Matheson parking
area on the left, inside the park entrance, at 7:30am.
No fee.
Sat., May 3 - Mon., May 5 - Florida Keys and Dry
Tortugas Birding
Brian Rapoza & Roberto Torres lead this three-day,
two-night van trip through the Florida Keys, including
a one-day boat trip to Dry Tortugas National Park.
Costs ($795 per person, double occupancy: $150
single supplement) include two nights hotel in
the Key West area, van/gas, park fees and ferry
to the Dry Tortugas. Email Brian at fieldtrips@
tropicalaudubon.org for more information.
Sat., May 3 - Hugh Taylor Birch State Park /
Evergreen Cemetery Birding
South
Florida
Audubon
Society’s
Paddy
Cunningham invites TAS members to join her for a
tour of Hugh Taylor Birch State Park, followed by a
visit to Evergreen Cemetery in Ft. Lauderdale. The
state park’s entrance is on Sunrise Blvd., just west
of A1A. Meet at 8am at the Hammock Trail parking

area. Costs include park entrance fee.
Sun., May 4 -Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park
Bird Walk
See Oct. 6 listing for full details.
Sat., May 10 - Workday at Porter-Russell Pine
Rockland Preserve
See Oct. 12 listing for full details.
Sat., May 10 - Key Largo Hammocks State
Botanical Site: Birds, Butterflies and Native
Plants
Joe Barros will lead this trip to the largest remaining
tract of coastal tropical hardwood hammock in
the Florida Keys. Meet at 6:30am at the Cracker
Barrel restaurant at US 1 and Palm Drive in Florida
City. Bring water and insect repellant. There is an
entrance fee to the botanical site. Lunch at a Key
Largo restaurant.
Sun., May 11 - Big Cypress Swamp Birding
Jeff Weber will lead this carpool trip to Big Cypress
National Preserve. Meet at 7:30am at the Oasis
Visitor Center on Tamiami Trail (US 41). Bring lunch
and insect repellant. No fee.
Sat., May 17 - Workday at the Doc Thomas House
See Oct. 19 listing for full details.
Wed., May 28 - Conservation Meeting
See Oct. 23 listing for full details.
Sat.-Sun., May 31-June 1 - Native Plant Sale
See Oct. 26-27 listing for more details.
Members-only pre-sale Fri., May 30 from 4-7 p.m.
Sat. May 31 from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Sun. June 1 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sun., June 1 - Tri-Annual Food Truck Migration
Flock to Tropical Audubon Society for Sunday
Supper! The Tri-Annual Food Truck Migration
hatches beneath the shady canopy that comprises
our Steinberg Nature Center, a 3-acre native oasis
in the heart of South Miami. Forage for your Supper
among unique savory & sweet food vendors; dine
alfresco at communal picnic tables or tuck in under
the Chickee; slake your thirst at the Bird Bar;
wander Nature trails; tour the historic Doc Thomas
House; and listen to a chorus of birds sing the sun to
bed. Contact us at outreach@tropicalaudubon.org
for more information.
Sat., June 14 - Workday at Porter-Russell Pine
Rockland Preserve
See Oct. 12 listing for full details.
Thur., June 19 - Chill out with TAS Summer Film
Series - TBA
Our free “Chill Out with TAS Summer Film Series”
brings Nature and topical environmental issues into
sharper focus. Weather permitting, films are shown
on our grounds under the oaks and stars on a 12foot outdoor screen. A donation BirdBar courtesy of
RNDC provides liquid refreshment and popcorn is
on the house - in this case, the historic Doc Thomas
House! Rain or shine (films are screened in the
parlor during inclement weather.)
Sat., June 21 - Workday at the Doc Thomas
House
See Oct. 19 listing for full details.
Sat., June 21 - Sun., Jun 29 - Pacific Northwest
Birding
Brian Rapoza & Stefan Schlick lead this nine-day,
eight-night trip through magnificent Washington

State. The trip begins and ends in Seattle, involves
eight full days of birding with exploration of both
mountain and coastal habitats, and is designed for
intermediate to advanced birders. A pelagic trip with
Westport Seabirds is included in the itinerary. Group
size will be no more than ten participants.
Costs ($1,550 per person double
occupancy, $400 single supplement) include van
transportation, hotel accommodations and park
entrance fees. Not included is air fare to Seattle,
tips, laundry costs and other incidental expenses.
Meals will be eaten in local restaurants and are paid
for by each participant. For a detailed itinerary and
reservation requirements, email Brian at fieldtrips@
tropicalaudubon.org.
Wed., June 25 - Conservation Meeting
See Oct. 23 listing for full details.
Thur., July 10 - Sat., July 19 -Birding in
Southeastern Brazil
Brian Rapoza and a local guide lead this 10-day,
9-night birding tour of southeastern Brazil, starting
in Sao Paulo and ending in Rio de Janeiro. This
corner of Brazil is the heart of the Atlantic Rainforest
region, an extremely biodiverse area packed with
spectacular endemics. Some of the most colorful
tanagers, ornate hummingbirds and weirdest
cotingas inhabit this region, not to mention the
world’s best antbirds; well over 400 species of birds
are possible on this tour. We’ll visit the best and
easiest birding sites of Southeast Brazil, staying in
just three unforgettable lodges with great food and
comfortable accommodations.
Costs ($3,950 per person double
occupancy, $330 single supplement) include
transportation, meals, lodging and guides. Not
included is round-trip airfare to Sao Paulo/Rio de
Janeiro, visa fees, tips, laundry costs and other
incidental expenses. For a detailed itinerary and trip
application with reservation requirements, e-mail
Brian at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org.
Sat., July 12 - Workday at Porter-Russell Pine
Rockland Preserve
See Oct. 12 listing for full details.
Thur., July 17 - Chill out with TAS Summer Film
Series - TBA
See June 19 listing for more details.
Sat., July 19 - Workday at the Doc Thomas House
See Oct. 19 listing for full details.
Wed., July 23 - Conservation Meeting
See Oct. 23 listing for full details.
Sat., Aug. 9 - Workday at Porter-Russell Pine
Rockland Preserve
See Oct. 12 listing for full details.
Sat., Aug. 16 - Workday at the Doc Thomas
House
See Oct. 19 listing for full details.
Thur., Aug. 21 - Chill out with TAS Summer Film
Series - TBA
See June 19 listing for more details.
Wed., Aug. 27 - Conservation Meeting
See Oct. 23 listing for full details.

For more information visit
tropicalaudubon.org or call
305-667-7337

11

Bird Banding Station
Launches Adopt-a-Net to Raise Funds
by

Michelle Davis and Robin Diaz

Each fall some of the millions of songbirds flying down the east
coast on their way to wintering grounds in the Caribbean and
South America stop to refuel at Bill Baggs Cape Florida State
Park. Here in this natural oasis at the tip of Key Biscayne a group
of researchers and volunteers have been banding neotropical
migrants since 2002, forming one of the longest running citizen
science programs of its kind in this area.
The Cape Florida Banding Station (CFBS) helps us
understand migration patterns of songbirds and the importance
of the restored native hardwood hammock at Bill Baggs for
these migrants. It is strategically located in one of the state’s
most valuable Important Bird Areas (IBA) for migratory birds and
supplies crucial data that has been informing the public and our
leaders for more than a decade.
Tropical Audubon Society has now partnered with CFBS
to expand public outreach and education about Key Biscayne and
South Florida’s importance to migrant songbirds using the Atlantic
Flyway. Many of the neotropical migrants that are banded at CFBS
breed in eastern Canada, the northeastern United States and the
mid-Atlantic region and use the Atlantic Flyway in fall to reach their
winter habitats.
Nearly 21,600 birds of 104 species have been banded at
CFBS, which is also the southernmost long-term banding station
in the eastern US. The average number captured per fall season is
1706, with as many as 2561 birds banded in a single season. This
is but a small sample of the hundreds of thousands of songbirds
(mostly warblers, vireos, flycatchers, thrushes, buntings and
catbirds) that pass through Cape Florida and the Biscayne Bay
IBA every year.
The bird banding operation is delicate work. Twenty-two
mist nets are set up in an area covering approximately ten acres
located discreetly within Bill Baggs’s hardwood hammock. The nets
temporarily trap migrating passerines flying through the banding
area and volunteers gently extract the captured birds and take
them to the banding tent. There, the birds are quickly processed
by a master bander and released unharmed.
Unfortunately, the punishing Florida sun weakens and
damages the nylon mist nets. To help raise funds to replace old,
worn nets and other equipment, the CFBS recently launched
“Adopt-a-Net,” a program offering mist net “sponsorships.” For
a $50 donation, a person or business can sponsor or “adopt” a
net for the fall banding season from August 15-November 10. A
laminated sign designates the personal net and a weekly email
update with photos will be sent to the sponsor. The Cape Florida
Banding Station blog may also mention interesting birds captured
from the adopted nets.

The first net adopted early this summer was a wedding
gift to the couple who already “have everything.” Kim and Rosendo
were delighted with their gift, especially since their marriage
coincided with their adopted net providing a male Cerulean
Warbler, an uncommon migrant that passes through South Florida
in the fall.
The banding operation produces valuable information
on many levels. Recapture data of the individual birds that linger
onsite show that they are able to increase their fat reserves before
departing on the next leg of the journey; concrete evidence of the
benefits provided by the native habitat restoration undertaken
by BBCFSP. The native vegetation also hosts a few individuals
who choose to spend the winter at Cape Florida; for example,
an Ovenbird originally banded as a yearling in fall 2004 was
recaptured in fall 2012, returning to the park for a ninth winter.
Cape Florida also captures a surprising number of birds banded
at other sites, while ‘our’ birds are often recovered elsewhere.
This provides specific information on the routes and timing of
individuals in migration. The CFBS has been the source of many
records of rare species for the area, particularly those originating
in the Caribbean.
Improving awareness and education about bird migration
through the Atlantic flyway to the local community is a prime way
to help residents understand the geographic importance of where
they live and work. The wonder of bird migration can also spark a
lifetime appreciation of the natural world.

CFBS founders, Robin Diaz (left), bander and birder extraordinaire; Master
Bander Michelle Davis (center, holding a Black-throated Blue Warbler), and
State Park Biologist Liz Golden. Below, left - a Prothonotary Warbler.

For more information please visit our website at
capefloridabandingstation.wordpress.com
To DONATE: The website furnishes all the necessary
information on logistics for donating to Adopt-a-Net,
including address, payee to be TAS with memo notation
for CFBS. It also includes information on Tropical
Audubon Society’s tax-exempt non-profit status and the
fact that CFBS partners with TAS.
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CapeFloridaBandingStation.wordpress.com

Climate Change
and the Rising Sea
We Must Prepare

10 steps for Miami to help become a more resilient community
by Laura Reynolds and Katy Sorenson
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change is expected to release a report
this fall containing new data that will
no doubt predict a more aggressive
timeline for flooding in low-lying areas.
And in a recent National Geographic
article, climate scientists now estimate
Greenland and Antarctica combined have
lost an average of 50 cubic miles of ice
since 1992. Many think that translates into
a minimum of a three-foot increase in sea
level by 2100. This is especially critical in
South Florida, where we live at sea level.
It is important that we stop ignoring this
very important issue and take aggressive
steps to prepare.
One way to take action is to elect
leaders who understand the importance
of resilience for South Florida and who
will work to implement a more aggressive
agenda to help us prepare for sea level
rise impacts.
Tell your elected leaders and
friends to help move our agenda for a
resilient community forward. Become an
advocate for your future. We need to pool
our resources and move swiftly to ensure
the future of Miami’s economic viability.
We need to invest our money in the right
places to ensure we are prepared.
Here are 10 areas we must focus on:
1.
Accelerate
Everglades
Restoration Projects and increase the
amount of publicly owned lands that help
clean and store water. Water quality and
access to clean, cheap water drives our
economy.
2.
Keep
the
Urban
Development Boundary intact and help
keep the remaining undeveloped areas
GREEN and producing food, providing
habitat for wildlife and recreation for
residents and tourists. Focus Miami’s
development goals on smart growth,
urban infill and increased density in the
urban core, while resisting developers’
efforts to sprawl west, creating more need
for infrastructure, roads and services in
low lying areas.
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3. Reinforce, repair, and/or
replace water and sewer infrastructure
and develop a maintenance plan. We have
a backlog of $12 billion in infrastructure
needs that do not take into account sea
level rise.
4. Expand and improve
mass transit. We need to stop building
roads into the western part of MiamiDade County, and start making better
investments in Metrorail, light rail,
increased connectivity and the FEC
railroad along the eastern ridge. Seventyfive percent of all tolls collected in Miami
Dade should go directly into public transit.
5. Implement the county’s
Open Space Master Plan. Focus more
on healthy communities --community
gardens, getting rid of the food deserts,
creating walkable, bikeable, livable
communities.
6. Maintain and improve the
health of Biscayne Bay for economic
stability, quality of life, and sea level rise
considerations.
7. Incentivize and educate the
community on the Green Print Program
and what best practices individuals and
businesses can put in place to reduce
their carbon footprints to become more
environmentally responsible.
8. Adopt and implement the
recommendations of the Climate
Change Task Force starting with denial
of development applications in low lying
areas, and retrofitting all infrastructure for
sea level rise.
9. Prioritize the funding of
the elimination of ocean outfalls, and
look for beneficial uses of “reuse” water.
Start by retrofitting and using “reuse”
water in every government building and
incentivizing this activity for the entire
county.
10.
Pursue
ENERGY
production that uses less water and
does not impact Biscayne Bay’s fragile
ecosystem. Continue to explore and
incentivize alternative energy for Florida
and make it easy for solar companies to
do business here.

Tropical Audubon Society

tROPICAL
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by Kathleen Slesnick Kauffman & Rick Cohen
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Their fellow BOD Rick Cohen [coauthor] has generously spearheaded
our efforts to gain National Historic designation. Once achieved, we
can potentially expand our reach and help more people discover a
connection to their environment and local history.”
The National Register of Historic Places is the Nation’s
official list of cultural resources worthy of preservation. Authorized
under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the NRHP helps
coordinate and support public and private efforts to identify, evaluate
and protect the country’s historic and archeological treasures. Listed
properties include districts, sites, buildings, structures and objects
that are significant in American history and culture.
The Doc Thomas House exhibits such a unique and rare
example of wood-frame vernacular from South Miami’s earliest
years, and still exists in its original condition and maintains integrity of
setting, which should help propel this application towards approval.
DTH embodies its early 20th-century heritage in both materials and
architectural style. Originally, the cypress roof shingles were stained
green. The natural facings are accented by shell formations and
fossil remains that comprise native limestone and coral.
DTH was conceived to complement the existing pine and
hardwood hammock environment that its owner loved so much from
the moment he came to South Florida from southern Indiana in
the 1920s. A refined gentleman with a dapper style, Arden Hayes
Thomas would eventually become a key business figure and
socialite in the fledgling town, as well as a close friend of botanist
David Fairchild. He was known locally as “Doc” Thomas as owner
of the neighborhood pharmacy, which he opened in on Sunset Drive
in 1926, and residents looked to him as the town’s quasi “doctor.”
(His establishment also had a reputation for thick and delicious ice
cream sodas and shakes).
Though markedly industrious, Doc Thomas was also quite
the man about town, frequenting supper clubs that also functioned
as social clubs and often included dancing and live music. He was
seemingly photographed with a different girl at each establishment.
It is fortunate that he filed and saved these photos in paper folders
with the club’s logo and address printed on the front. The recovery of
these mementos has been very exciting for historical documentation
because they provide a rare look into the carefree, more innocent
era that dominated pre-WWII Miami.
Doc Thomas met a young architect named Robert Fitch
Smith who was serving as the first Dean of Architecture for the
University of Miami, and was a rising star in commissioned projects.
Doc convinced him to design his 3-bedroom cottage, which is
Kathleen Kauffman is Historic Preservation Chief, MiamiDade County and Rick Cohen is a TAS Board member.

History

considered Smith’s first residential commission. Over the next three
decades, Smith would become a prominent and prolific architect.
He was a charter member of the City of Miami Planning Board and
in 1935 he was appointed by the governor of Florida to the Dade
County Planning Council. By the time our nation was in its post-war
building frenzy, Fitch was already a nationally recognized architect,
winning awards from the National American Institute of Architects
(AIA) for his Key Biscayne Cabana Colony design. In 1952, he
became the President of the Florida AIA South Chapter.
During this dynamic post-war period, Doc Thomas pursued
an adventure-filled life, exploring the far corners of the earth. The
bachelor businessman became so passionate about his travels that
his neighbor Roy Schlegel fashioned a world map on which he could
document his extravagant trips with push pins. From Schlegel’s
gift we learn that Thomas spent time with the Eskimos in Alaska,
crossed the Arctic Circle, traversed the equator and made a polar
jet flight from Los Angeles to Greenland. Yet he always loved to
return to his quiet house in the “woods,” and to his horse “Goldie,”
who lived on the property for more than 24 years and was spoiled
by neighbor children with apples and carrots to his owner’s delight.
On December 23, 1974, Doc Thomas officially donated his house
and the grounds to the Tropical Audubon Society as a life estate,
a provision that enabled him to reside there until his death, which
occurred in January 1976.
In his memory, and to celebrate and share the inherent
beauty of his beloved home and wooded property, it is the hope and
intention of the TAS BOD that the Doc Thomas House be awarded
the notable National Register of Historic Places distinction. The
State Board is slated to review and consider the county’s application
before year-end. If approved, the application then moves to the
National Park Service in Washington D.C. for final approval.
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PROFILE: RANGEL DIAZ
There’s an enthusiastic, conservation-minded and experienced
birder quietly working behind the scenes in Miami-Dade County.
His scope of interests and involvement is broad and progressive -- a perfect combination for a Miami-Dade County Parks and
Recreation employee. Meet
Rangel Diaz! A Miami native,
Rangel is in his seventh year
as a county parks employee
and he currently occupies the
“Recreation Leader for MiamiDade County Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces Management” role at Bill Sadowski
Park.
First working at the
A.D. Barnes Nature Center, Rangel later transferred
to Crandon Park, where he
served as a Park Naturalist through Eco-Adventures. During his
tenure at Crandon, Rangel worked with Jim King, the Interpretive
Nature Coordinator for the county parks department (recently retired), who introduced him to shorebird surveys. Rangel’s interest
in shorebirds and their preservation was piqued and he quickly
became a proactive shorebirds steward. His goal is to educate the
public about wintering shorebirds, especially endangered Piping
Plovers. His knack for finding banded Piping Plovers continues
each fall, with five birds already tallied this year from MI, NE, SD
and New Brunswick, Canada. Rangel hosted Rick and Elis Simpson of Wader Quest in November 2012, helping them achieve their
worldwide goal of shorebird species for conservation.
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according to the Times article, fisheries will collapse, which will
inevitably result in not only an ecological disaster, but also in a
situation that will likely affect tourism and businesses that typically
generate $4 billion annually.
Leesa Souto with the Marine Resources Council, devoted
to protecting the estuary, is a conservation biologist cited in
the article as saying that the lost seagrass habitat would have
supported 1.4 billion immature fish.
The situation at Indian River Lagoon underscores the
urgent need to address the historic pollution problems that plague
the Everglades. Nutrients from farming, ranching and other human
activities have been collecting in the soils of Lake Okeechobee
for at least 100 years. The dike that holds the waters of the lake
back from flooding the farming communities to the south also
prevents the water from traveling on its historic path during the
wet season, where it would flood over the banks and naturally
send much needed water to Florida Bay. Now we have altered
the watershed pattern to the point that there is no longer a natural
connection of land between the Lake and the southern estuaries.
The Everglades Restoration Plan seeks to reconnect the system
so that we can store and clean water near the top of the watershed
and send it south again, preventing the damaging discharges to
the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee estuaries and providing much
needed clean water to Florida and Biscayne Bays.
In light of the Indian River Lagoon fiasco, we must
encourage our elected officials, policy makers, and decision
makers to commit to and invest now in Everglades Restoration
initiatives that serve to improve water quality and subsequently
move that water southward. Contact your Representative in the

by robin diaz

Through Rangel’s perseverance and support from park
supervisors and staff, an area on Crandon Park Beach is now cordoned, and at high tide most of the small shorebirds roost there.
Rangel originally roped off the area to protect Least Terns, which
tried to nest on the beach. Through his efforts, a partnership with
Florida Shorebird Alliance has formed, helping to provide Crandon
Park with Least Tern decoys, signage and other tools to educate
beach-goers. Next up is to have Crandon Park Beach declared a
Globally Important Bird Area and to have it designated as a Critical
Wildlife Area – which will largely be through Rangel’s efforts.
After three years at Crandon, he transferred south to Bill
Sadowski Park to develop various bird programs and displays.
With his help, the park will switch its focus from fishing to a birdrelated theme.
Rangel’s interests outside of work keep him very busy
and involved in Miami-Dade natural resources. Together with his
brother, Mike Diaz, he volunteers at Cape Florida Banding Station.
After working at the Museum of Science Raptor Center, handling
birds comes easy to both of them.
Rangel is currently doing an Epic Big Year in MiamiDade County and his adventures are kept current on a blog, www.
epicbigyear2013.blogspot.com.
His recent partnership with Leica Store Miami enables
him to plan walks throughout the county, using Leica optics as
“demos.” If you’re out birding, look for Rangel Diaz – he’s the one
with the huge smile. He leads bird walks for Tropical Audubon
throughout the year and for Deering Estate nature trails on the
second Saturday of each month. “My favorite part of the job is being able to educate the public in any possible way,” he says. His
enthusiasm is infectious!

BLOOM

by Laura Reynolds

Florida Legislature to urge him or her to support these initiatives.
Let them know you support state Senator Joe Negron’s (R-Palm
City) proposal for funding at $100 million in the upcoming budget
cycle. — http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/sections/representatives/
myrepresentative.aspx
In addition to engaging with our elected leaders on this
important issue, there are five easy steps that each of us can take
every day to help reduce non-point pollution.
1 - Reduce use of chemical pesticides and cleaners. In many
cases natural remedies can be used to eliminate pests and for
household cleaning.
2 - Dispose chemicals properly. Take leftovers to a collection
facility.
3 - Stop using fertilizer on your yard, in your community and your
place of business.
4 - Use plants that are native and require less water and
maintenance.
5 - Minimize the amount of grass you have and replace with mulch.
This will encourage natural soil production and improve the health
of your URBAN OASIS.
These activities also have the added benefit of
encouraging wildlife such as migrating songbirds and butterflies to
move into your yard and community. I personally spend more time
in my backyard because I have taken these steps to make my yard
more wildlife friendly. The transformation is quick and exciting; we
encourage you to share your stories and photos with us as you
transform your home into an Urban Oasis, share on facebook @
tropicalaudubon or email me at director@tropicalaudubon.org
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Republic National
Distributing Co.
Whisk Gourmet
Purple Gallinule ($500)
Kelly & Charles

Anderson
Joe & Helen Barros
John Boyd III
Lori & Gustavo Calleja
Colombia Mia Dance
Studio
Saralane Conde
George’s on Sunset
Tom Gerrish
David Pearson
Jaime Raich
Carolina Robbiano
Pilar Rodriguez
Robert Rust
Harvey Ruvin
Chris & Shannon Sloan
Katy Sorenson
Steel House Guided
Fitness Systems
The Batchelor
Foundation
The Big Cheese
Painted Bunting ($250)
Anonymous
Edward Briois
Gwen Burzycki
Coral Gables Garden
Club
Maggie Culbertson
Sara Fain
Footworks South Miami
Laura & Phil Gobie
Hand Made Good Trade

Martin Jensen
Cynthia & David
Lubarsky
Lisa & Rick Mattaway
Janet McAliley
John Palenchar
Anabel Peicher
Myron & Holly Peterson
Patty Phares
Bonnie Ponwith
RA Charters
Donna Reno
Emilio Héctor Rodríguez
Toni & Bernard Schrager
Jay Seber
Gayle Sheets
James Sigsbee
Rick & Eileen Silverberg
Slow Foods Miami
Elizabeth & Joe Smith
Sports Grill
Red Fish Grill
Robert Stalnaker
Carla Torres
Wee Rock Toys Co.
Frank & Mary Young
White-crowned Pigeon
($100)
Thomas & Carole Abbott
John L. Alger
Blanche August
Ellen & John Barrett
Delora Batchelor

Jennifer Beber
Peggy Belanger
Bellezza Spa
The Biltmore Hotel
Paul Bithorn
Pamela Bithorn
William Boeringer
Paul Jon Canali
Eva Cater
Chamber South
Robert Chaplin
Richard N. Cook
Deborah Covert
Rick Covwert
Toby Davidow
Mary Emmons Dhanji
Celeste De Palma
Steven Fass
Frames USA
Susan Gallagher
Susan Gerrish
Ergo Gonzalez
Anne Gorden-Vega
Carol Green
Georgiana Hall & Oren
Maxwell
Charles Hauser
Alice Horst
John Hutchison
Robert W. Jensen
Susanne Kayyali
Martha Kent
Sydney, Kristina, Eric &
Andy Kossowski

Cindy Lerner
Ana & Paulo Lima
Dr. Brian Logan
Francisco Rafael &
Santiago Leon, &
Lovell Luparini
Mary K. Lynch
David Maer
Hazan Rav Danny
Marmorstein & Linda
Levinson
Linda Marraccini
Lynn Miller
John & Kathleen
Moorman
Melinda Munger
Myra & Co. Day Spa
Alice Pace
Richard Pettigrew
Brian Rapoza
Laura Reynolds
Catherin Seele
Alan Sgroi
Susan Shapiro
Barbara & Les Share
Jane Meredith Simmons
John Simms
Martha Singleton &
Walter Walkington
Tom Smith
Gary & Sharon Stacey
Russell Titus
Michael Thicksten
Susan Thomas
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Rosermary Twinam
Two Chefs Restaurant
Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Miami
Andre Vagliano
George Van Wyck
Joy Wallace
Cape Sable Seaside
and below ($50)
Bethany Abbatiello
Rosa Abraira
Laura Aiken
Teresa Albert
Michelle Alberty
Jean Aldrich
Dee Alesi
Hector Almaguer
Raul Amores
Renzo M. Alvarez
Ralk Antoni
Alfredo Anzola
Efrain Armijos
Evelyn Axler
Attniet Aznarez
Dalisa Aznarez
Maria Badillo
Adele Bagley
Ruth Baker
Gloria Balboa
David Ball
Carlos Batlle
Lisa Blackwelder
Susana Barkhausen
Yvonne Beckman
Rene Benitz
Dena & Scott Berglund
Barbara Berman
Steven Bessellieu
Kurt Birchenough
Catherine Block
Lois Blum
Joanna Boone
Brian Booth
Joy Borden
Haydee Borrero
Dawn Bowen
Stanley Boynton
Jenifer Briley
Bruce Brockhouse
Brian Brown
Leo Bueno & Catherine
Raymond
Jodi Budin
Judith Buhner
Kristina Bujakiewicz
Sara Busch
Karen & Fred
Buchsbaum
M.L. Butterfield
Linda Cames
Pablo Campos GarciaHirschfeld
Patricia Carol Capps
Miguel Caridad
Joan Caron
Michelle Carter
Gloria Cashin
Marcos Castillo
Colleen & Charles
Caudill
Pamela Chamberlin
Carole Cholasta

David & Jennifer Cenker
Ted Douglas Center
Citizens Allied for Safe
Energy Inc.
Gerald Clark
Carrie Cleland
Sally Clifton
Barbata Colonna
Barbara & Tom Condon
Melissa Contreras
Council of Garden Club
Presidents of Dade
County
Joyce Cortland
Efren Cotero
Eileen Cretella
Diana Cronin
Renato Cruzalegui
Pat Cummins
Paddy Cunningham
Shannon Cutler
Laura De La Cruz
Dulce DelCastillo
Blacher
Cresencio del Pino
Christine de Mello
Robin Diaz
Diane Dickhut
Maria D’Orazio
Noah Doyle
Nancy Drabik
Sharon Dreesen
Tommy & John Edwards
Edith M. Einspruch
Barbara Erickson
Holly Evans
Sandra Fairbanks
Donna & Gordon Fales
Scott Farrington
Roxanne Featherly
Daria Feinstein
Val Ferguson
Carlos Fernandez
Arlene Ferris
Sean Field
Lis Flores
Kristin & Mike Fonseca
John Robert Matthew
Fowler
Ozelia Fowler
Claudia Franco
Gail Frankel
Karen Frauman
Amida Frey
Marie-Luise & Heinrich
Friedemann
Evangelina Fuentes
Michelle Gallagher
George Gann
Fernando Gaston
Jennifer Gavilán
William & Helen Gayton
Reinhard Geisler
Lynne D. Gibson
Hugh Gilmore IV
Paul Girten
Margery Glickman
Carolina Guerrero
Anne Green
Sarah Greenblatt
Susan Greene
Peggy Gaines
Stefano Giampado

Katherine Gomez
Claudia Gonzalez
Iris Gonzalez
Tomás Gonzalez
Stuart Gottlieb
Marlene Grover
Flora Haberkorn
Alex Haines
Meghan Hammond
Dr. Juliet Hananian
Mark Handforth
James Harris
Molly Harris
Bryan Harrison
Martha A. Heath
James Heatley
TK & Susan Heatley
Barry Heimlich
Jackie Henderson
Beatriz Hernandez
Richard Hewitt
Carla Hill
Terry Hood
Nury Horton
Barbara Hosford
Yashar Hosseini
Laurie Householder
Barbara Howie
Claudia Hurley
Stanley & Harriet
Hyman
Sandra Iglesias
Nan Imbesi
Areto Imoukhede
Elias Itala
Douglas James
Karen Kaner
Soheila F. Kasmaii
Sue Kern
Ronrick Kern
Anne Klein
Eve Koening
Craig Kolthoff
Claudia B. Kotchka
Mr. & Mrs. David Kwiat
Cheryl Lachance
Eleanor Lahn
Barbara Lalevee
Doreen Lasch
Mary Larrick
Glorian Leach
Deborah Lehman
Karen Leslie
Susanne Lewis
Stephanie Lewis
Bradley Lipps
Peter & Judith List
Hong Liu
Brian Logan
Terry Long
Alfredo Lopez
Maureen Lord
David Lotker
Lorena Lungo
Steve Lynch
Frances MacIntyre
Stephen Malloy
Susan M. Markley
Russell & Pamela
Martens
April Matteini
Jennifer Maycan
Judith Maynes

Linda McCandless
Patty McDonald
Lauren McFarland
Jennifer McGinness
Elizabeth Ann McMullan
Cindy Meyer
Dempsey Milledge
Pat Milone
Steven Mirovitz
Pamela Mohan
Barbara Moller
Brian Monk
Aida Montes de Oca
Alan Moore
Ben Morgan
Kenneth Morton
Don Mullaney
Elizabeth Newland
Steve Oberbauer
Linda Oldenburg
Elizabeth & Paulo
Olivas
Marilu O’lyaryz
Joe Pallot
Philip Palmer
Madhavi Pamulapati
Gary Pappas
Cristina Pastori
Alessandra Pastori
Esther & Leonard
Pardue
Omar Paredes
Barbara Partagas
Alessandra Pastori
Christina Pastori
T. Pavel
Carlos Penzini
Chris Pearson
Carola Pedreschi
Carlos Penzini
Damian Perez
Marci Philbin
Albert Piexu
Rodrigo Pigna
Robert Pittel
Nancy Ponn
Mario Porcelli
Arlene Randall
Judith Rawlins
Jeanette Rawls
Buck Reilly
Jeff Reiter
Joan Renninger
Donna Rich
Carol Rist
Karsten Rist
Ingrid Rodges
Maria E. Rodriguez
Susan Rodriguez
Kitty Roedel
Alan Rouch
Mary Rose
Myra Rosen
Beverly Rosenberg
Cheri Rosenberg
Laurie Rosenbloom
Joel Rosenthal
Bob Ross
Joel Ross
Estelle Roth
Paul Rothman
Steve, Heidi & Caroline
Rowland



Felicia M. Salazar
Leslie & Tim Sanders
Ivan Santiago
Lorena and Fabrizio
Santoro
Dr. Virginia M. Salus
Pamela Schade
Alex & Flavia Schimel
Joann Schmidt
Rick Schofield
Norma & Tyler Schwartz
Crystal Shaffer
Ben Shanaberger
Pamela Shandrick
Marcy Schwartz
Dawn Shirreffs
Liz Simonhoff
Beverly Simmons
Arthur Sissman
Andrea Siu
George A. Skokan
David Smith
Maria Smith
Matt Smith
Ellen Snow
Nancy Springer
Regina Starrett
Cecilia Zamora
Stevenson
Jennifer Stine
Robert Stine
Darren Sturges
Rita Stramer
Catherine Suarez
Pamela Sweeney
Maria Tejedor
Howard Tendrick
Sam & Karen Terilli
Catherine Thicksten
Richard Gordon Tiberius
Megan Tinsley
Jose Tolosa
Top Audio USA
Susanne Travis
Sherrye Troy
David C. Truong
Raul Urgelles
Steve Van Hermert
Eileen Van Hoff
Leslie Veber
Sooney & Nick Viani
Erica Watis
Duchess Weiner
Dr. Richard Weisskoff
Bar Werner
Beth Werner
Mary Catherine Wheeler
Larry Alan Whipple
Barry White
Prof. Larry A. White
Lindsey Wilcox
Elizabeth Williams
Robert Wilson
Andrew Wolberg
Thomas Woodworth
Lloyd & Norma Wygant
Marcia Yeip
Matthew Young
Sandy Zamora
James Zavertnik
Janice Zepko
Zoo Miami
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