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C ynthia Guerra has formally become our new Execu-
tive Director as of April 8, 2002. We are happy to wel-

come her. Cynthia comes to Tropical from DERM where 
she has been a biologist since 1996 in the Coastal Re-
sources Section. Also at DERM, she worked in the Wet-
lands Planning Section in 1993-94. Cynthia earned her 
Master of Public Administration Summa Cum Laude spe-
cializing in Environmental Policy in 1999 and a Bachelor of 
Science in Biology with a minor in Chemistry in 1993. She 
won several scholarships at FIU and was a member of the 

Golden Key and Phi Kappa Phi National Honor Societies.   
Cynthia was born in Texas, but her family moved to the 
south Miami area when she was four years old. She con-
siders herself a Miami native. Her current hobbies (sailing, 
canoeing, scuba diving and, of course, birding) are an ex-
tension of the activities she loved as a child visiting local 
natural areas and boating in Biscayne Bay. Cynthia is 
looking forward to meeting members of the Tropical Audu-
bon family.    
 

See Cynthia’s comments on Page 3 —> 
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T ropical Audubon would like to thank the following individuals who generously donated to our cause in 2001. We are a not-for-profit member-
ship organization which is financially separate from the National and Florida organizations. We focus entirely on South Florida issues. We 

maintain the historic Doc Thomas House and Botanical Gardens, a full time Execu-
tive Director, regular nature walks, educational meetings and this bi-monthly Bulletin 
all of which are you are helping to support. We could not survive without you. If any-
one has not been appropriately recognized, please email tas002@tropicalaudubon.
org to correct the error.  
 
We also thank each and every member, plant sale customer and event participant 
for helping us be a stronger grass-roots organization. We appreciate YOU ALL! 

(on page 4, TAS thanks you individually!) 

W ell known garden columnist and environmental writer 
for the Miami Herald, pioneer in the promotion of native 

plant preservation and landscaping, and author of celebrated 
books on horticulture, Georgia Tasker added to her significant 
list of honors on April 7. Tasker was granted the Tropical Audu-
bon Society's Lifetime Achievement Award at a celebration at 
the historic "Doc" Thomas Audubon House & Botanical  Gar-
den. Tasker received the award, a Clyde Butcher photograph of 
the Shiny Leaf Orchid, from Tropical Audubon President, Joe 
Barros.      
 
Mayors Evelyn Greer of Pinecrest, Julio Robaina of South Mi-
ami, Don Slesnick of Coral Gables, and Paul Bithorn of Virginia 
Gardens, each proclaimed April 7, 2002 as Georgia Tasker 
Day. Other well-wishers at the podium included Bruce Greer, 
Chairman of the Board of Fairchild Tropical Garden, Julia Kor-
negay, Director of Fairchild Tropical Garden, Carrie Cleland, 
President of Dade Native Plant Society, Robert Kelley, Past 
President of Tropical Audubon Society, and Dennis Olle, Vice 

President of Tropical Audubon Society, who served as Master 
of Ceremonies.     
 
The ceremony was capped by a dedication to Tasker of an ex-
tremely rare tree, Cupania Glabra by David Lysinger, long time 
member of Tropical Audubon and the designer and curator of 
the Botanical Garden. Lysinger, who conducts tours of the Bo-
tanical Garden at Tropical Audubon Society, explained that the 
Cupania Glabra is known only in isolated areas of the lower 
Florida Keys (Johnston Key, Summerland Key and Big Pine 
Key).     
 
Tropical Audubon's recognition of Georgia is centered on her 
environmental writing and her leadership in conserving native 
plants and native plant horticulture and gardening. Her writings 
and lectures make botany and horticulture, especially as it has 
to do with native plants, accessible and exciting to countless 
numbers of readers. We cannot tally how many readers have 
become planters, inspired by Georgia Tasker. 
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Tropical Audubon Society (TAS) is a group of dedicated citizens 
who care about the quality of South Florida’s environment. 
Established in 1947, we are a chapter of National Audubon 
Society and Florida Audubon Society. Our headquarters, the 
Doc Thomas House, is a Dade County Historic site on three sub-
tropical acres of native habitat in South Miami. 
 
Tropical Audubon’s purposes are: 
1) Conservation: to work toward protection of the natural world 
and to promote wise stewardship of natural resources, especially 
native plants and animals and their habitat. 
2) Education: to promote, among members and  the public of all 
ages, an understanding and appreciation of nature, the 
environment, and ecological relationships. 

3) Enjoyment: as a society of members with compatible interests, 
to enjoy together the study and protection of nature. We believe 
in the wisdom of nature’s design. We seek to foster and promote 
ecological conscientiousness in our community. 
 

Editor: Cathy Coates 
Layout: Steven Mumford 

 
Tropical Audubon Bulletin, the official newsletter of the 
Tropical Audubon Society, is published bimonthly by the 
Tropical Audubon Society, a non-profit, 501(c) (3) tax-exempt 
organization. Throughout this newsletter, “TAS” refers to the 
Tropical Audubon Society, while “DTH” refers to the Doc 
Thomas House, the site of our office located at 5530 Sunset 

Drive; Miami, Florida 33143. The phone number is (305) 666-
5111. Membership rate, $20 per year. Please make your checks 
payable to Tropical Audubon Society, and mail to our office 
(address above). Articles, news of events, original drawings, and 
letters to the Editor are welcomed, and should be submitted to 
the TAS office 4 weeks prior to each by-monthly publication. It 
would be preferable if your copy were submitted via the 
internet. See the "About TAS" section of our website for more 
information. 
 

Visit Tropical Audubon on the internet at: 
http://tropicalaudubon.org 

O ur 2002 Tortugas adventure 
began on the morning of April 10 

at the Doc Thomas House. This year's 
trip had participants from as far away 
as New York, Wisconsin, and Califor-
nia, and they all wanted to see south 
Florida specialty birds. We obliged by 
caravanning through south Miami to 
pick up Red-whiskered Bulbul, various 
parrots, and Cave Swallow before 
heading down the Keys highway.       
 
In Key West that evening we boarded 
the Yankee Freedom and took to our 
bunks to ride out unusually high winds 
and seas in port. At first light Thurs-
day morning winds were still at 20 
knots and higher and seas ap-
proached 8 feet: the trip out was brac-
ing. Birders on the top deck were re-
warded by a White-tailed Tropicbird 
barreling right over the boat west of 
Rebecca Shoal. This bird has become 
very rare in our waters in recent years, 
and its appearance made the trip for 
many.  By late morning Fort Jefferson 
and Loggerhead Key came into view, 
and soon we docked at the Fort on 
Garden Key.       
 
After scouting Garden Key for mi-
grants, we boarded the boat again 
and headed for Loggerhead Key, the 
largest of the Tortugas. We anchored 
off the lee side of Loggerhead and 

crossed the reef via skiff to land on 
the island in small groups. Most of us 
fanned out to search for birds but a 
few snorkeled the reef, viewing many 
of its colorful denizens, including the 
outlandish Stoplight Parrotfish. Birders 
found three species of falcon and 
other landbirds, but the highlight here 
was a Short-eared Owl of the Carib-
bean or "Arawak" race.       
 
Back on Garden Key we had close 
views of nesting Sooty Terns and 
Brown Noddies on adjoining Bush 
Key. Campers were lulled to sleep by 
the soothing sound of the wind, while 
the boat contingent slept blissfully in 
their bunks on the Yankee Freedom. 
Night owls on the boat were witness to 
the spectacle of hundreds of warblers 
circling the lights of the craft.      
 
Friday morning had us again scouring 
the island for migrants. The relentless 
wind had them hunkered down and it 
took some work to find them. An 
Arawak Short-eared Owl made an-
other appearance. Skiff runs along 
Bush and Long Keys provided pano-
ramic views of roosting noddies, terns, 
boobies, and frigatebirds, males of 
latter magnificent indeed with inflated 
red throat pouches. After lunch we 
took the Yankee Freedom on a tour of 
buoys, checking the Brown Boobies 

that roost on them for a stray Red-
footed (not this year). We found at 
least 40 Masked Boobies on Hospital 
Key.      
 
That night we had a small party and 
barbecue on the island. The moat 
walk afterward produced good looks 
at many odd sea creatures, but we'd 
have to say it was most memorable 
for the exuberance of the participants.  
Mother nature treated Friday night's 
campers to rain along with the wind.       
 
Saturday morning had us once again 
scouring Garden Key for migrants. 
The wind had lessened considerably, 
and birds were more active. We 
ended our visit with 12 warbler spe-
cies - not a record by any means, but 
not too shabby, considering the un-
usual conditions. Seas on the return 
to Key West were still high enough to 
keep us in protected waters but we 
did see Roseate and Bridled Terns. 
When the boat docked at the marina, 
most of us were ready to turn around 
and do it all over again.       
 
Last, but not least, the trip raised 
funds for TAS. It's great to be able to 
have so much fun and raise money 
for your favorite cause at the same 
time. Don't miss out next year!      
 

 - David Wright & Mary Ellen Ahearn  
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I  am very excited to have been offered this position with 
Tropical Audubon. I have always had a passion for na-

ture, and I consider myself extremely lucky to be able to 
work towards such a noble goal as the conservation of 
Florida's natural resources. I have worked as an environ-
mental regulator here in Miami-Dade County, so I have a 
good understanding of the challenges we face in trying to 
preserve the quality of South Florida's environment. How-
ever, it was a previous experience that provided me with 
much of my motivation to fight for environmental protec-
tion.   
 
In 1994, I had an opportunity to set sail in a 34' sloop to 
the Caribbean. My sailing partner and I had no idea where 
we were going or how long we'd be gone. We spent 28 
months traveling the 'Thorny Path' which included visits to 
the Bahamas, the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, the 
Virgin Islands, and most of the Windward and Leeward 
Islands. The summer months were spent sailing from port 
to port (and dodging hurricanes), and the winter months 
were spent in St. Thomas where I worked as a Co-Pilot on 
a tourist submarine. I will never be able to describe how 
enlightening and amazing the whole journey was: I came 
eyeball to eyeball with a baby Humpback whale calf, her 
mom and her nanny; I saw more stars and satellites than I 
ever thought possible; I saw Sperm whales resting at the 
surface of the water like giant logs, and pilot whales riding 

in our bow wave; I spent hundreds of hours exploring 
reefs and rainforests.  
 
By the end of the winter season in 1996, I had begun to 
internalize much of what I had been experiencing. 
Throughout the Caribbean, in some of the most beautiful 
natural areas that I have ever seen, there are signs of 
degradation to the environment. There are dead reefs 
from Miami to Trinidad; there are windward beaches on 
uninhabited islands covered with tar and debris; there are 
many threatened and endangered plants and animals that 
can't compete with the needs of the people living in the 
region. And often, these problems are the result of poor 
environmental decisions that are made for the sake of po-
litical or economic reasons. I believe that there are links 
between social and environmental well-being, that we 
don't need to sacrifice environmental quality for economic 
benefit, and that is why I endeavor to bring about positive 
changes in South Florida.  
 
I hope that you will all join me in working to fulfill our envi-
ronmental goals. I will be writing short articles in later edi-
tions of this newsletter about the little things we can all do 
to make a large difference. If you have questions, com-
ments or suggestions about anything at all, please call me 
at (305) 666-5111 or send me an e-mail: tropicalaudu-
bon@hotmail.com .  
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 Research Lecture   
"Tree Islands of Everglades National Park"  
 Tues., May 14, 4pm, FTG Research Center,  

11935 Old Cutler Rd.  
Presented by Dr. Mike Ros,  

Southeast Environmental Research Center, FIU 
 
Dr. Ross will discuss the tree islands in Shark Slough.  He will 
share what his research group has learned about these for-
ests over the last few years, and speculate on the interactions 
of history and hydrology in maintaining their function and 
structure. For more information, call Jack Fisher, 305/667-
1651x3412.   
 
 

 Mamey & More   
Sun., Jun. 16, 2-4pm, FTG 

 
Mamey sapote, canistel and sapodilla constitute a truly "All 
American" line-up, uniting the people, cultures and histories of 
North, Central and South America with their commercial and 
home garden production and uses. Come learn about the lat-
est in cultivars, horticultural breakthroughs and uses of the 
fruit and take home a tree to put your education to the test. 
Call FTG 305/667-1651 for more information.   
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-RLQ WKH %LUG &RXQWV� (YHU\ \HDU WHDPV RI LQWHUHVWHG ELUGHUV
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LQ WKH VDPH SODFH� 7KH FRQVLVWHQF\ RI WKH FRXQW FUHDWHV D YLDEOH
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GD\ HYHQW� 9ROXQWHHUV DUH QHHGHG IRU DOO DUHDV� &DOO ��� ���
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ZLOGIORZHUV� 5HIUHVKPHQWV ZLOO EH VHUYHG DW ����S� 7KH PHHWLQJ

VWDUWV DW �� 'RF 7KRPDV +RXVH � ���� 6XQVHW 'U� QHDU 5HG 5G�

6DW�� -XQH � � 'RF 7KRPDV %RWDQLFDO *DUGHQ :RUN 'D\

:H QHHG \RX DW WKH 'RF 7KRPDV +RXVH� &RPH JHW VRPH GLUW

XQGHU \RXU ILQJHUQDLOV UDNLQJ� WULPPLQJ� GLJJLQJ DQG SODQWLQJ�

%ULQJ \RXU IDPLO\ DQG IULHQGV� 7KHUH ZLOO EH SODQW H[SHUWV DQG

SOHQW\ RI OHDUQLQJ DYDLODEOH IRU WKRVH ZKR DVN TXHVWLRQV� ����

6XQVHW� �DP XQWLO DURXQG QRRQ�

6DW��6XQ�� -XQ� ��� � 1DWLYH 3ODQW 6DOH

7KH 7URSLFDO $XGXERQ 6RFLHW\ ZLOO EH RSHQ IRU LWV TXDUWHUO\ 1D�

WLYH 3ODQW 6DOH� /DVWLQJ IURP ����DP WKURXJK ����SP ERWK GD\V�

WKHUH ZLOO EH NQRZOHGJHDEOH VDOHV SHRSOH WR KHOS GHWHUPLQH WKH

EHVW SODQWV IRU \RXU KRPH DQG JDUGHQ� <RX VKRXOG SODQ WR DUULYH
HDUO\ IRU WKH ILUVW SLFN� 7$6 LV ORFDWHG DW ���� 6XQVHW QHDU WKH

LQWHUVHFWLRQ RI 5HG 5G� &DOO ��� ��� ���� IRU PRUH LQIRUPDWLRQ�

�������������� ��!�����

7523,&$/ :,6+(6 72 7+$1.

7$6 DSSUHFLDWHV WKH ZKROH�KHDUWHG VXSSRUW RI WKH
*HRUJLD 7DVNHU HYHQW E\ RXU 6RXWK 0LDPL EXVL�
QHVVHV� *DUGQHU
V 0DUNHW� 'HOL /DQH� :LQQ�'L[LH�

DQG WKH 0RUQLQJ &DOO %DNHU\� DORQJ ZLWK

/DXUHQ]R
V ,WDOLDQ 0DUNHW LQ 1RUWK 0LDPL� :H DUH

DOVR JUDWHIXO WR QHLJKERULQJ EXVLQHVVHV ZKR LQ�

YLWHG XV WR XVH WKHLU SDUNLQJ VSDFHV RQ $SULO �� 3DO�

PHWWR�$FH +DUGZDUH� 5RELQVRQ 	 5HHYHV )UDPHUV�

8S RQ 6XQVHW 6DORQ� 7\VXQQ 'U\ &OHDQHUV� DQG

1DWXUDO )HHG 3HW 	 *DUGHQ &HQWHU�


