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It’s fair to say that a great deal of
environmental damage was done in the
legislative session that just ended. To make
matters worse, Florida Governor Rick
Scott vetoed appropriations that would
have addressed critical issues. The most
egregious was the vetoing of $305 million
for land acquisition of the “environmental
endangered, unique/irreplaceable lands”
trust fund, a violation of trust if there ever
was one.
But there was so much more on the
veto list. Everglades restoration funding plus
close to $19 million in water management
funds, environmental resource permitting,
watershed and restoration projects – many
got the ax. And $2.5 million in cuts to the
Regional Planning Councils, those bodies
made up of elected officials and staffed by

highly competent and skilled professionals
who look at growth from a bigger perspective
before the latest sprawl shopping center gets
plunked into the middle of nowhere.
One
of
the
saddest
outcomes was the gutting of Growth
Management, a program thoughtfully put
together in the 1980s and dismantled on a
budget amendment in the last hours of the
session. So what is the impact? I asked Mark
Woerner, Chief of the Metropolitan Planning
Section in Miami-Dade County’s Department
of Planning and Zoning, to help me translate,
and here’s a primer.
For starters, comprehensive plans
will still be required, but with significantly
reduced state oversight of the comprehensive
planning process. What’s left of the
Department of Community Affairs (DCA)

Doc Thomas
and His House

will focus its review only on “adverse impacts
to important state resources and facilities.”
That phrase is undefined. The fact is that
Miami-Dade County has benefitted from
state review of applications, which has made
them better, and largely concurred with
County staff assessment.
Citizens will still be able to challenge
plan amendments but it will be more difficult
without DCA’s ability to intervene on their
behalf. And if applications can be filed and
eventually adopted without any limitation
on their frequency, then citizens will have a
hard time keeping up with proposed
amendments. However, although the
frequency of plan amendments won’t be
restricted, local governments may still keep
cycles for groups of applications.



Continued on page 14

by Rebecca A. Smith

In 1932 Arden Hayes “Doc“ Thomas and his mother, Margaret, built a house. In
those days, South Miami was a rural town, with a population of 1,160 in 1930. A
rustic, frame vernacular cottage would fit right in.
The Thomases had moved to the South Miami region in 1925, during the
20th century’s biggest real estate boom. They had left cold Indiana behind, where
in 1910 Doc Thomas had earned a degree from Indiana University. During World
War I, he served in the army, entering as a private and leaving as a captain. He
then worked as a druggist in Fortville, Indiana, in the family’s OK Drug Store. His
father and uncle had started that drug store in 1879.
Once in sunny South Miami, Doc Thomas opened his own OK Drug
Store in 1926 in an apartment house on the north side of Sunset Drive, across the
street and a little to the west of the TAS property. A few months later he opened
the OK Feed Store in a former shoe store next door. Doc Thomas recalled that the
OK Drug Store “was about the sixth store in the area, including the past office. We
killed a rattler in there one day.” When Dixie Highway was paved with concrete, he
moved the drug and feed stores to US 1, about at present-day Swenson’s and Specs
Music Store.
Doc Thomas evidently prospered, for although the region had sunk into
the Depression by the end of 1926 (several years before the rest of the country), he
had saved enough money to buy property, hire an architect and build their home
using the best materials.



Continued on page 12

Doc Thomas and his mother at their house.
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Director’s

 Voice
Dear Friends,

We have just suffered through an egregious legislative session this year where the cuts to the environment
are overwhelming and in some cases will impact us locally in ways we have not yet determined. I think one
of my most important messages this summer is the importance of making your voice heard and becoming
civically engaged. As business owners, homeowners, parents and community leaders you are in the best
position to speak out on issues we all care about. Too few citizens are talking about the environment. Let
our newly elected in Miami-Dade county know that sustainability is important to you!
1) Growth Management – Holding the Line on the Urban Development Boundary:
The current Comprehensive Development Plan and the current Urban Development Boundary must be
maintained at all costs. There is not an alternative. The current UBD, while not optimal for either the
environment or development, was created through an open political process. Reopening the discussion on
the UBD will lead only to politically based intrusions detrimental to the future. Growth must be directed
and incentivized to infilling within existing developed areas. Given the Legislature’s irrational gutting of our
state oversight and growth management laws, a properly funded, totally non-political, professional local
Planning Department whose recommendations are followed by elected officials will now be the principal
protection Miami-Dade citizens have to ensure our environment, water supplies, schools, infrastructure,
roads, economic base, and other critical community needs are not compromised.
2) Local Environmental Regulation and Oversight: Given the Legislature’s cutback on
state environmental protections, it is more important than ever that the local Department of Environmental
Resources Management (DERM) be properly funded, professionally directed, and non-politicized. DERM
must retain its ability to act responsibly to ensure our air and water quality are maintained, and our other
environmental resources are protected. State and Federal agencies responsibilities for environmental
permitting remain critically important, as their purview is at higher landscape scales, which are essential
complements to the local perspective.
3) Public Health and Water Quality: Water - non-polluted, clean, in sufficient quantity
from the Biscayne Aquifer - is essential to the people of Miami-Dade County. Without sufficient clean water,
Miami-Dade is uninhabitable. Water quantity and quality depend on restoration of the Everglades, the
source of our water. Without clean water, human health is threatened. Human health and the economy are
also threatened by degrading water and sewage pipes, inadequate water treatment, and offshore discharge.
The Department of Water and Sewer must be allowed to retain its income and apply this to infrastructure
repairs. Water treatment must be upgraded and offshore discharge eliminated.
4) Everglades and Biscayne Bay Restoration: THE KEY to the environment, quality of
life, and water supply of Miami-Dade County is the Everglades. It is essential that Miami-Dade not only
support and advocate for Federal and state action on restoration but itself move to control lateral seepage,
follow zoning and planning to eliminate nonconforming use of wetlands, and stop the proliferation of
rock mines, critical threats to water retention and quality. Biscayne Bay similarly needs to be protected
from water pollution and other abuse and its coastal wetlands restored. Massive projects now underway
or planned, such as port expansion, dredging, and power plant siting have grave risks to the Bay and if they
happen need to proceed in a fashion that is protective of the bay and it’s resources. Our two national parks,
state parks, and county-owned environmentally sensitive lands are public treasures for future generations
and need to be protected and properly funded.
5) Climate Change: Sea level is rising rapidly and low-lying Miami-Dade is one of the most
threatened urban areas in the world. Proactive action now is the most economical approach to meeting
the challenges of sea level rise. The way forward has been identified though a public process. Maintaining
the Office of Sustainability, moving on the recommendations of the Climate Change Task Force, and
implementing Green Print will ensure Miami-Dade’s viability as a place for people to live into the future.
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With Hope and Dedication,
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Tropical Audubon Society (TAS) is a group of dedicated citizens who care about the quality of South Florida’s environment. Established in 1947, we are a chapter of National Audubon Society and Florida Audubon Society.
Tropical Audubon’s Mission: 1) Conservation: To work toward protection of the natural world and to promote wise stewardship of natural resources, especially native plants, animals and their habitat. 2) Education: To
promote, among members and the public of all ages, an understanding and appreciation of nature, the environment, and ecological relationships. 3) Enjoyment: To enjoy together the study and protection of nature. We
believe in the wisdom of nature’s design. We seek to foster and promote ecological conscientiousness in our community. This is the official publication of the Tropical Audubon Society (TAS), a non-profit, 501(c) (3) taxexempt organization. Our headquarters, the Doc Thomas House, is a Dade County Historic site on three sub-tropical acres of native habitat in South Miami, located at 5530 Sunset Drive, Miami, Florida 33143. The phone
number is (305) 667-7337. Membership rate, $20 per year. Please make your checks payable to Tropical Audubon Society, and mail to our office (address above). Contact TASpublisher@gmail.com for comments, letters
and guidelines for anyone wishing to contribute to future issues.
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Tropical Audubon Society

Wing Ding 2011

Calling these “tumultuous times
for the environment” in Florida, former
Senator and two-term governor of Florida
Bob Graham called Tropical Audubon’s
membership and friends to action at the
annual “Wing Ding” picnic.
During his keynote speech, Graham
hit both somber and humorous notes before
nearly 100 members gathered on the lush
grounds of the Doc Thomas House on May
15th. He criticized Governor Rick Scott for
legislation that turns back four decades of
consensus building on environmental issues
among Democrats and Republicans.
Graham said Everglades champion
Marjory Stoneman Douglas, must be “crying
in her grave,” over Gov. Scott’s $180 million

cut to the Everglades Restoration program. He
warned of a resulting disconnect between the
federal government and the state of Florida,
which has had a 50/50 funding partnership
for projects in the Everglades. If Florida can’t
commit to funding, “what is Congress going
to think?” he asked.
“That is the divorce I’m afraid may
end Everglades restoration,” Graham warned.
As a flock of parrots squawked overhead
under a bright sun, Graham roused the
audience: “It’s time to raise a little hell!” he
told them.
Graham offered a four-point
“homework assignment” to get the audience
involved in conservation efforts during these
dire times:

Ecuador 2011 Trip Report
Sixteen birders joined Joe Barros and Brian
Rapoza this past July for Tropical Audubon’s
nine-day birding adventure in Ecuador. Located
directly on the equator but with incredible habitat
diversity, ranging from Amazonian rainforest to
high-Andes paramo, this relatively small nation
(it’s about the size of Colorado) boasts the highest
avian diversity to area ratio in the world! Our
itinerary took us to both sides of the Andes,
providing opportunities to view an amazing
variety of Ecuador’s 1,600+ birds. Participants
met in Quito, Ecuador’s capital, then split into
two groups, one group starting their tour in the
western Andes, the other on the eastern side. Our
lodging while in Quito was the Sebastian Hotel.
Trip arrangements, including lodging, meals and
private bus transportation, were made though
Tropical Birding, based in Quito, and included a
native bird guide for each group. Andres Vasquez
guided Joe’s group, while Jose Illanes led Brian’s
group; both were outstanding guides.
Only a handful of birds were seen in
urban Quito; most common were Rock Pigeon,
Eared Dove, Great Thrush and Rufous-collared
Sparrow. Both groups stopped at some point
during the tour in Calacali, near the equator
monument north of the city; birds seen in this dry
high-elevation habitat included Variable Hawk,
Giant Hummingbird, Tufted Tit-Tyrant, Whitetailed Shrike-Tyrant, Spot-billed Ground-Tyrant
and Band-tailed Seedeater.
Our first stop in the western Andes was
at Yanacocha, located at an elevation of 11,500 feet
on the slopes of Pichincha volcano, which looms
over Quito. We viewed an impressive variety of
hummingbirds here, including Sparkling and
Green Violetear, Shining Sunbeam, Mountain
Velvetbreast, Great Sapphirewing, Buff-winged

1) Sign his letter to the governor urging him to
veto legislation harmful to the environment.
2) Use social media to spread the message
about conservation.
3) Develop a better lobbying system to
influence lawmakers.
4) Launch new programs in schools to educate
today’s youth about the environment.
Both as governor and senator,
Graham has been a champion of Everglades
restoration and a foe of offshore oil drilling.
The “Save Our Everglades” and “Save Our
Shoreline” movements began under his
aegis. More recently, he was appointed by
President
Barack
Obama
as
CoChairman of the National Commission
on the BP Deepwater Horizon oil disaster.
Continued on page 13

Part I: The Western Andes
by Brian Rapoza

Starfrontlet, Sapphire-vented and Goldenbreasted Puffleg, Tyrian Metaltail, Rainbowbearded Thornbill and the spectacular Swordbilled Hummingbird. Other memorable sightings
at this temperate forest location included
Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle, Andean Guan,
Barred Fruiteater, Scarlet-bellied and Blackchested Mountain-Tanager and Supercilliaried
Hemispingus.
Our base while exploring the western
Andes was Tandayapa Lodge, located in a
beautiful valley and surrounded by subtropical
cloud forest. Each group stayed three nights:
Brian’s group during their trip’s first three nights
and Joe’s group during the last three. To reach
the lodge, we used the less-travelled Old NonoMindo Road, stopping to bird at various points
along the way. One of our stops was at a roadside
Andean Cock-of-the-rock lek, where we viewed
several displaying males. An adorable Toucan
Barbet was also found at this stop. Other amazing
birds that were seen along this road included Redbilled Parrot, Golden-headed Quetzal, Plate-billed
Mountain-Toucan and Turquoise Jay. Tandayapa
Lodge is now world famous for the incredible
variety of hummingbirds visiting its feeders;
during our stay, we added several hummers to
our quickly growing list, including White-necked
Jacobin, Brown Violetear, Western and Andean
Emerald, Rufous-tailed Hummingbird, Purplebibbed Whitetip, Fawn-breasted Brilliant, Bufftailed Coronet, Booted Racket-tail and Purplethroated and White-bellied Woodstar. Other
species seen around the lodge or during an
early-morning visit to the lodge’s blind included
White-throated Quail-Dove, Red-headed Barbet,
Crimson-mantled Woodpecker, Immaculate
Antbird and Golden Tanager.





Continued on page 11

Toucan Barbet, above
Plate-billed Mountain-toucan, below
© Brian Rapoza
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5th Annual Tree Summit
by Stephanie Cornejo
Miami-Dade County’s Community
Image Advisory Board (CIAB) and Florida
International University (F.I.U.) hosted the
5th Annual Tree Summit, where local nonprofit organizations, government agencies,
and businesses participated to strengthen
the dialogue about improving tree canopy
coverage in our county.
Kicking off this year’s Summit was
a new partner to the ‘Million Trees Miami’
Campaign: Bio-Planet U.S.A., which will
partner with CIAB to help find sponsors
for the Campaign, promote community
awareness, and generate trees from seeds
through their educational workshops.
The Million Trees Miami campaign
seeks to grow a healthy urban forest that
provides a minimum of 30% tree canopy
coverage, countywide by 2020. The average

metropolitan area in the U.S. has a tree
canopy of 33.4% while Miami-Dade County’s
tree canopy is estimated to be 10% to 15%,
with some urban areas having a low canopy
rate of 1% to 2%.
Development activities, the removal
of trees stricken with diseases, hurricanes and
windstorms contribute to the shortfall of tree
cover in Miami-Dade County. Urban canopy
coverage of 40% to 45% is an optimal range.
The Summit also hosted a panel,
which opened the discussion about current
impediments to community tree plantings
by non-profit organizations. Two breakout
sessions covered the topics of The MiamiDade County GreenPrint, Miami-Dade
County’s own environmental, community
plan and the Best Management Practices for
a Healthy Tree.

In 2006, Miami-Dade County
(MDC) adopted the Street Tree Master Plan
in order to achieve 30% tree canopy by 2020.
Tropical Audubon is promoting the MiamiDade County Parks and Recreation’s Open
Space Master Plan and meeting with various
municipalities throughout the county to adopt
the South Florida Parks Coalition Charter.
This charter recognizes that a municipality
is committed to environmental stewardship
and supports building a greener, healthier
community. In May, the Village of Pinecrest
voted to support the resolution and we will
meet with more cities and villages to adopt
the charter in coming months.
Stephanie Cornejo is Outreach Coordinator for
Tropical Audubon Society.

Spring 2011 Birding Recap

T

The Bahama Mockingbird (Mimus gunglachii) is a resident
bird throughout much of the Bahamas. It’s not a Bahamian endemic,
though; isolated populations can also be found on islands off the
north coast of Cuba as well as along Jamaica’s southern coast. It can be
distinguished from Florida’s state bird, the Northern Mockingbird, by
its larger size, white-tipped tail and lack of conspicuous white in the
wings. It behaves more like a thrasher and is usually found in dense
vegetation, not in open areas like our Northern Mockingbird. It’s an
almost annual vagrant to southern Florida, usually to coastal locations
on the east coast; a bird found last year at Ft. DeSoto in St. Petersburg
was atypical. It has even attempted to nest, in Key West during the
early 90s. This past April, a Bahama Mockingbird was banded at Bill
Baggs Cape Florida State Park on Key Biscayne, the first banding
record for this species in North America! A Bahama Mockingbird
mini-invasion occurred during early May, with as many as three
birds reported in different locations on the southeast coast. One was
discovered by visiting birders at Key Largo’s John Pennekamp State
Park, serendipitously on the day of TAS President Joe Barros’ annual
bird, butterfly and botany trip to the Key Largo area. Another spent
several days at Hugh Taylor Birch State Park in Ft. Lauderdale and was
seen and photographed by a number of birders. A third was reported
from Greenbelt Park, south of Ft. Lauderdale airport, but this bird was
not photographed and could not be relocated. A fourth bird appeared
at the end of the month and was photographed by visiting birder at
Gumbo Limbo Nature Center in Boca Raton.
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by Brian Rapoza

Other tropical vagrants found in south Florida this spring
included a Western Spindalis, discovered in mid-March at Ft. Zachary
Taylor State Park in Key West and a Red-footed Booby, spotted on
a channel marker off Cape Florida during early May. The La Sagra’s
Flycatcher that wintered at Cape Florida could not be relocated after
mid-March, but another was found at Gumbo Limbo Nature Center
in late April. Shiny Cowbirds were seen at a number of locations this
spring, but were most often reported around the Flamingo visitor center
in Everglades National Park. Two American Flamingoes were found in
Florida Bay during the North American Migration Count in mid-May.
A kingbird presumed to be a Tropical Kingbird was photographed
in the east Everglades in mid-March but was never relocated. Two
Fork-tailed Flycatchers appeared in the area during the season: one at
Evergreen Cemetery in Ft. Lauderdale in mid-April and another at Ft.
Zachary Taylor in early May. A White-tailed Tropicbird was spotted
by passengers on the Dry Tortugas ferry during April; others were
seen near Key West earlier in the season. Both White-tailed and Redbilled Tropicbirds, as well as Black-capped Petrels were seen during
a Gulf Stream pelagic trip off of Daytona Beach in mid-May. Blackcapped Petrels were also seen around the Tortugas in April. Smoothbilled Anis were reported from Greenbelt Park in mid-April; another
was heard at Black Point Park in Cutler Bay a few days later. In early
May, an Antillean Nighthawk was heard over a shopping center in
Perrine in south Miami-Dade. While this Caribbean species breeds
throughout Florida’s Keys, it is rarely encountered on the mainland.
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Let’s Protect DERM
by

There has been a lot of focus
lately on deregulation to achieve
economic recovery at the federal and state
level. These arguments are shortsighted
and will compromise our collective quality
of life. All of these regulations were in
place during the economic boom years,
and did not hinder prosperity in any way.
In Miami-Dade County, the Department
of Environmental Resources Management
(DERM) has recently come under fire, with
citizens, media and politicians criticizing
DERM for presumably applying heavyhanded enforcement of local environmental
regulations.
The truth is that DERM provides
critical services that protect our environment and our economy.
Most central to its mission is the protection of the resources that
make Miami-Dade such an attractive place to live and do business.
Protection of the air we breathe, the water we drink and the natural
landscapes we enjoy are tasks that often require telling someone they
must comply with the regulations in place. Modifying a project or
development to protect the environment is not an inconvenience
or unwarranted expense, it is an essential part of making sure our
resources will be sustainable, available, and enjoyable for generations
to come. These are shared resources that no one individual or business
has an intrinsic right to pollute or destroy.
The criticisms against DERM have been twisted, and now
the agency is under attack because it does not depend on taxes to
fund its activities. DERM is funded primarily through fees that are
collected in the course of DERM plan reviews to ensure projects and
developments are compliant with minimal environmental protections.

DERM is not supported by fines levied
against poor violators and it is unfair and a
misrepresentation of the truth to classify it
as a predatory agency. In fact, DERM has
a long history of working with violators
in a non-punitive fashion to correct
and remediate adverse environmental
impacts and pollution. The agency works
to gain compliance and correction of
environmental problems, only asking
courts to impose penalties as a last resort.
The agency should be applauded for not
being a drain on the county’s general fund
and tax revenues, not criticized for it.
As an example of its many essential
services, DERM is charged with protecting
the Biscayne Aquifer, our sole-source of drinking water. As
disappointing as it may be to a few individuals or businesses, some
activities may not be allowable in areas that provide critical recharge
for our aquifer or in areas where contamination of the aquifer may
occur. County Commissioners need to be mindful as they seek to audit
DERM. Thoughtful change to strengthen environmental protections
and help DERM do its job would be a step in the right direction.
Efforts to destroy DERM or its authority should not be tolerated. With
environmental regulations being destroyed at the federal and state
level, presumably in the name of progress, there will be no one left to
protect our land, air and water if Miami-Dade County does away with
DERM. Pitting the environment against the economy is a false choice
being forced on us by those with an individual motivation to profit
from common resources that should be shared and respected. We all
know better. We can achieve environmental protection and economic
prosperity at the same time.

Among the spring visitors from northern latitudes was a Long Eared Owl on
Garden Key in the Dry Tortugas, present on at least two separate days during April.
This species has been seen only a handful of times in Florida, but this was the second
record for the Tortugas. A MacGillivray’s Warbler spent at least two weeks in March
along the C111e Canal in Homestead while a Bell’s Vireo was seen sporadically during
March and April at Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park. An American Golden Plover
spent several days at Cutler Wetlands in early April; a Franklin’s Gull was seen there later
in the month. A gull initially thought to be a Yellow-legged Gull was photographed on
Crandon Beach in Key Biscayne during late March; others speculated that it may in fact
have been a Herring/Lesser Black-backed hybrid. The mystery bird disappeared the day
after its discovery.
It was a decidedly slow Spring for viewing neotropical migrants, as fair weather
and favorable winds allowed many birds to pass through the southern peninsula
without stopping to rest and refuel. With few exceptions, most of the warblers reported
throughout southern Florida were species that typically spend their winter in the
Caribbean. The flight paths of trans-Gulf migrants were for the most part pushed west
of the peninsula by persistent easterly winds. While buntings appeared at migrant traps
and backyard feeders in fair numbers this spring, there were only occasional reports
in our area of migrant thrushes, grosbeaks, tanagers and orioles. Connecticut Warbler
sightings, on the other hand, were somewhat higher than normal during their mid-May
passage, with multiple individuals being found at some locations in southeast Florida,
together with scattered reports from locations upstate.
Join Brian Rapoza, Saturday October 11 for an all day carpool trip to Collier and
Lee Counties, and birding in the Corkscrew Swamp and the Ft. Myers Beach area.
Please see calendar for more details.

Laura Reynolds

A Bahama Mockingbird
banded at Cape Florida
© Robin Diaz
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A CLOSER LOOK AT GUMBO-LIMBO
Text & photos by Roger L. Hammer

The name of the “gumbo-limbo”
tree came about as the result
of Africans who were brought to
Florida against their will, but escaped
slavery and joined renegade groups
of Seminoles in Lower Florida. They
would later be referred to as the Black
Seminoles, and were in Florida in
the 1800s to the early 1900s. Some
of these Africans who came from
across eastern and central Africa
brought with them the practice of
using birdlime, a name given to sticky
tree sap used to entrap birds. The sap,
when smeared on horizontal branches
where birds perched, would snare the
birds’ feet long enough to be grabbed
by the hunters, which they then killed
and consumed. The two favored trees
in Africa were frankincense and
myrrh, two indigenous African trees
related by family to the well-known
Florida native gumbo-limbo (Bursera
simaruba).
Long before all of this, the
Calusa and Tequesta tribes dominated
the southern mainland of Florida, as
well as the Florida Keys. These were the
indigenous people who were present
when Juan Ponce de Leon claimed to
have discovered Florida, although it’s arrogant to say you discovered a
territory when thousands of people were already there. He encountered
the Tequesta first in 1513 near the mouth of the Miami River, and then
in 1521 he sailed his galleons back to the land that he named La Florida,
and encountered the Calusa near present-day Fort Myers. The Calusa
traded with Cuba and learned to speak Spanish, which they used to
lure Ponce de Leon off of his ship. Once accomplished, they attacked
and mortally wounded him, reportedly with spears tipped with the sap
of manchineel (Hippomane mancinella), a native tropical tree with
toxic sap.
The Calusa used the sticky, aromatic sap from the gumbolimbo to trap birds for trade with Cubans, such as tobacco and other
goods. The Calusa traveled to Cuba in canoe-like boats forged from
cypress trunks, some as long as forty feet. Their practice of using

Moving the Elephant
There is a story about an African hunter
who went out to hunt for food for his village.
Some distance away, he found an elephant and
managed to kill it with his spear. However,
even pulling and tugging with all his strength,
the hunter was unable to move the elephant. It
was only when he returned to his village and
recruited all of the villagers to help that they,
together, were able to bring the elephant back
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gumbo-limbo sap as birdlime would
later be passed on to the Seminoles,
and eventually African slaves as well.
The Bantu word for the gumbo-limbo
became ngombo ulimbo, or ngombo
edimbu, both loosely translating
to “runaway slave’s birdlime,” and later
transliterated as “gumbo-limbo.”
Another interesting early 1900s
use of the gumbo-limbo tree was
taking lengths of straight limbs, or
trunks of young trees, bundling them
together and floating them out into
Florida Bay. They were then shoved
into the mud to make huge corrals
to pen manatees, or “sea cows.” They
were kept penned up so they could
later be harvested for food, much
like cattle. These areas in Florida Bay
are still today indicated on nautical
charts as “The Cow Pens.”
Not only was gumbo-limbo used
to entrap birds, it is also a highly
desirable tree to be used in the
landscape to attract songbirds. In
March, when the trees are loaded with
fruits, Western kingbirds, Eastern
kingbirds, gray kingbirds, great
crested flycatchers, and scissor-tailed
flycatchers can all be seen gulping the
small round fruits with gusto. Other birds eat the fruits as well. As an
added bonus, the leaves serve as larval food for the endangered dingy
purplewing butterfly in southern Florida.
Although the gumbo-limbo grows readily from cut branches,
seed-grown trees take on a better character and produce a better root
system. Because the tree roots so easily from cut branches, another
common name in parts of its range translates to “living fencepost.”
Because of the thin, red, peeling bark of the gumbo-limbo, another
common name, the “tourist tree,” mocks sunburned tourists with
peeling skin.
If you’re looking for a handsome tree for your home
landscape, consider a gumbo-limbo, a native Florida tree with a rich
and interesting history.

by Lewis “Brother” Milledge
to the village. Making the Grounds at Tropical
Audubon “near native” and creating a first
class venue for conservation meetings and
environmental education is a lot like trying to
move an elephant. Here are a few, of the many
from our village, who have helped to move our
elephant: Joe Rodriquez of Arborcare, Inc.,
who has provided many truck loads of mulch.
Amy Roda, who has helped with many of the

Work Days and comes with her own breaker
bar (for digging holes in coral rock). Mike Vasi,
who has a keen interest in native plants and has
worked independently, supervised at Work
Days and helped with Native Plant Sales. Ray
Lopez, who brings his pick up truck for trips
to the dump after our Work Days. Ernesto
Clarke, who will be the nursery manager and
has been volunteering at plant sales.
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Events Calendar

Tropical Audubon Society is proud to once again offer an outstanding lineup of outings and monthly programs. You will see bird, plant
and butterfly trips; morning trips, all day trips, overnight trips; outings
nearby and outings afar; the very important seasonal bird counts;
special events (Birdathon!!); workdays; plant sales; and lots of ways
to have a good time while supporting a great cause and learning
more about our native environment. All events with a confirmed date
are included. Please mark your calendars and join us!

Field Trips
Field trips take place rain or shine (remember that rainy days are
often birdy days, especially during migration). Please remember
that some parks charge entrance fees, participants usually share
gasoline costs for carpool trips, and overnight and boat trips will
mean additional costs. Also, on some of the nature walks a fee may
be required. To allow communication with trip leaders, walkie-talkies
are recommended for carpool trips. The specifics for each trip are
indicated below. In some cases, the trip leader has included his/her
email address and phone number for direct contact. All trips are led by
volunteer leaders from the Tropical Audubon Society. Unless otherwise
indicated, they are free and open to the public, and reservations are
not necessary. For more information concerning any field trip, contact
the field trip coordinator at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org or at
(305) 388-1544.
Sat., Aug. 27 — Everglades Agricultural Area Birding
Paul Bithorn will lead an all day carpool trip to sod farms and flooded
fields in the Belle Glade area of Palm Beach County. Meet at 6:00am
at the east gate (SW 55th Ave.) of the Doc Thomas property (5530
Sunset Drive, South Miami) or at 7:00am at the intersection of US 27
and Holeyland Road at the Broward/Palm Beach County line. No fee.
Lunch stop at a restaurant.
Sat., Sept. 3 — Fairchild Tropical Botanical Gardens / Matheson
Hammock Park Bird Walk
Joe Barros will lead birders through Fairchild Tropical Botanical Gardens, followed by a walk through Matheson Hammock Park. Meet at
7:30am in the Matheson parking area adjacent to Fairchild’s north
entrance. Entrance fee to Fairchild will be waived for TAS members.
Return is at approximately 11:00am.

Return is at approximately 11:00am. No fee.
Sat., Sept. 24 — Greynolds Park Bird Walk
Jim King, Interpretive Nature Coordinator for Miami-Dade Parks, will
lead birders through Greynolds Park, 17530 W. Dixie HWY in N. Miami Beach. Meet at the park boathouse at 7:30am. Parking available
near playground & elevated mound opposite the boathouse. No fee.
Sun., Sept. 25 — A.D. Barnes Park Bird Walk
Bill Boeringer will lead birders through A.D. Barnes Park. Enter on
SW 72nd Ave. just north of Bird Rd. (SW 40th St.), turn left at the T
intersection and park in spaces on either side of the road. Meet at
7:30am, returning at approximately 11:00am. No fee.
Wed., Sept. 28 — FIU Nature Preserve Bird Walk
Georgiana Hall leads this walk at the nature preserve on Florida International University’s Tamiami campus. The preserve is located on the
west side of campus, south of the U.S. Century Bank Arena. Parking
is available at the preserve. Meet at 7:30am. No fee.
Sat., Oct. 1 — MDC Environmental Center /
Kendall Indian Hammock Park Bird Walk
Steven Paez will lead birders through the Environmental Center on
the Miami-Dade College Kendall Campus, followed by a visit to Kendall Indian Hammock Park. Meet at 7:30am at the Environmental
Center entrance on SW 113 Place, on the west side of the campus.
Return is at approximately 11:00am. No fee.
Sun., Oct 2 — Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park Bird Walk
Robin Diaz will lead birders through Bill Baggs Cape Florida State
Park on Key Biscayne. Park opens at 8:00am. Meet at No Name Harbor (from the entrance station, take your first right and drive west to
the parking area). The walk will begin by 8:15am. Costs include an
entrance fee to the park and the Rickenbacker Causeway toll.
Sat., Oct. 8 — Florida Keys Hawkwatch
Join Rafael Gálvez and volunteer counters as they count diurnal raptors migrating through the Florida Keys. The hawkwatch takes place
from 9:00am to 4:00pm at Curry Hammock State Park (entrance fee),
at mile marker 56.5 on the Overseas Highway (US 1) near Marathon.
FKH is open for visits from September 15 through November 13.

Sun., Sept. 4 — A.D. Barnes Park Bird Walk
Gigi Pardo will lead birders through A.D. Barnes Park. Enter on SW
72nd Ave. just north of Bird Rd. (SW 40th St.), turn left at the T intersection and park in spaces on either side of the road. Meet at 7:30am,
returning at approximately 11:00am. No fee.

Sat., Oct. 15 — University of Miami Bird Walk
Carlos Sanchez leads this walk on the University of Miami Campus.
Meet at 7:30am at the Gifford Arboretum, on San Amaro Drive (accessed from Miller Drive/SW 56 Street) in the northwest corner of the
campus. No fee.

Sat., Sept. 10 — Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park Bird Walk
Robin Diaz will lead birders through Bill Baggs Cape Florida State
Park on Key Biscayne. The park opens at 8:00am. Participants
should meet at No Name Harbor (from the entrance station, take
your first right and drive west to the parking area). The walk will
begin by 8:15am. Costs include an entrance fee to the park and the
Rickenbacker Causeway toll.

Sat., Oct. 16 — A.D. Barnes Park Bird Walk
Gigi Pardo will lead birders through A.D. Barnes Park. Enter on SW
72nd Ave. just north of Bird Rd. (SW 40th St.), turn left at the T intersection and park in spaces on either side of the road. Meet at 7:30am,
returning at approximately 11:00am. No fee.

Sun., Sept. 11 — Cutler Bay Birding
Roberto Torres will lead this tour of Cutler Bay birding locations. Meet
at Bill Sadowski Park, 17555 SW 79 Ave., at 7:30am. Other stops
may include Black Point, Dump Marsh and Cutler Wetlands. No fee.
Sun., Sept. 18 — Matheson Hammock Park Bird Walk
John Boyd will lead birders through Matheson Hammock on Old
Cutler Rd. immediately north of Fairchild Gardens. The group meets
in the parking area on the left inside the park entrance at 7:30am.

Sat., Oct. 22 — Corkscrew Swamp / Ft. Myers Beach Birding
Brian Rapoza will lead an all day carpool trip to Collier and Lee Counties. Meet at 6:00am at the east gate (on SW 55th Ave.) of the Doc
Thomas property (5530 Sunset Drive, South Miami). There is an
admission fee for Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary (discount for Audubon members). Bring lunch & beach footwear. Walkie-talkies recommended.
Sat., Oct. 29 — South Dade Birding
Roberto Torres will lead this all day carpool trip, which may include
stops at Lucky Hammock, Castellow Hammock and Dump Marsh.
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Meet at 7:00am in the parking lot of the Burger King on US 1 in Florida City (just after the end of the turnpike). No fee. This is an all day
trip. Bring lunch.
Sat., Nov. 5 - Everglades National Park Birding
John Boyd will lead this all day carpool trip. Meet in the parking lot of
the Coe Visitor Center at Everglades National Park at 7:30am. There
is an entrance fee to the park. Bring lunch.
Sat., Nov. 12 - Shark Valley / Loop Road Birding
Paul Bithorn will lead this carpool trip. Meet at 8:00am at the airboat
concession on the north side of Tamiami Trail (US 41), one mile west
of the Shark Valley entrance. There is an entrance fee to Shark Valley. Bring lunch.
Sat., Nov. 20 - Southern Palm Beach Birding
John Hutchison will lead this carpool trip. Meet at 7:30am at Wakodahatchee Wetlands (13026 Jog Road, about 1.5 miles north of Atlantic
Avenue in Delray Beach, Palm Beach County.) No fee. Bring lunch.
Sat., Nov. 26 - Everglades National Park Beginning Birding
Jeff Weber will lead this trip. Meet in the parking lot of the Coe Visitor
Center at Everglades National Park at 7:30am. There is an entrance
fee to the park. Bring lunch.
Sat., Dec. 3 — South Florida Exotics Trip
Paul Bithorn will lead birders in search of parrots, bulbuls, mynas, and
other introduced species in this carpool trip which begins at Matheson
Hammock Park. Meet at 6:30am in the parking area on the left inside
the park entrance. No fee.
Sat., Dec. 10 —Plantation Preserve Birding
South Florida Audubon Society’s Paddy Cunningham invites TAS to
join her for a tour of Plantation Preserve in central Broward County.
The preserve is on Broward Blvd., two miles east of University Drive.
Meet Paddy at 8:00am at the trailhead past the playground. The tour
includes a stop at Target Wetlands; lunch at a local restaurant will
follow. No fee.

2012
Sat., Jan. 7 — Everglades National Park Birding
John Boyd will lead this all day carpool trip. Meet in the parking lot of
the Coe Visitor Center at Everglades National Park at 7:30am. There
is an entrance fee to the park. Bring lunch.
Fri. - Mon., Jan. 13-16 — North Florida Birding
Brian Rapoza and Paul Bithorn will lead this four day, three-night van
trip to the Tallahassee area. Costs ($450.00 per person double occupancy: $150.00 single supplement) include hotel and van/gas. Email
Brian at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org for further information.
Sat., Jan. 14 — Crandon Park Birding
Jim King, Interpretive Nature Coordinator for Miami-Dade Parks, will
lead birders through Crandon Park on Key Biscayne. Meet at 7:30am
at the Crandon Visitor and Nature Center at Parking Lot #1, accessed
via the North Beach entrance to the park (no fee before 8:00am). The
tour will start at the Coastal Dune Trail, followed by a walk along the
beach to the mud flats for shorebirds.
Sat., Jan. 21 — North Broward Birding
John Hutchison will lead this carpool trip to birding locations in northern Broward County. Meet at 8:00am at Easterlin Park, 1000 NW 38
Street in Oakland Park. From I-95, exit at Oakland Park Blvd. (Exit
31). Drive east 0.3 miles to Powerline Road. Turn left and drive north
0.5 miles to NW 38 Street. Turn left and drive west 0.3 miles to the
park entrance (fee). Bear right after entering and park in the first lot
on the left, near the playground. Bring lunch.

Sat., Jan. 28 — Southern Palm Beach Birding
Nancy Freedman will lead this carpool trip. Meet at 7:30am at Wakodahatchee Wetlands (13026 Jog Road, about 1.5 miles north of
Atlantic Avenue in Delray Beach.) No fee. Bring lunch.
Sat., Feb. 4 — STA-5 Birding
Hendry Glades Audubon Society invites TAS to join them for a tour of
Stormwater Treatment Area-5 in Hendry County. For those planning
to carpool, this trip is limited to 20 participants and reservations are
required. No fee. Contact Brian Rapoza at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org for details, including meeting place and time.
Sat., Feb. 11 — South Dade Birding
John Boyd will lead this all day carpool trip, which may include stops
at Lucky Hammock, Castellow Hammock and Dump Marsh. Meet at
7:00am in the parking lot of the Burger King on US1 in Florida City
(just after the end of the turnpike). This is an all day trip. No fee. Bring
lunch.
Sat., Feb. 18 — Everglades Nature Photography
Jeff Weber and Trey Mitchell will lead an all-day event in Everglades
National Park. Meet at 7:00am at the Coe Visitor Center. There is an
entrance fee to the park. Bring lunch.
Sat., Feb. 25 — Shark Valley/Loop Road Birding
John Hutchison will lead this trip. Meet at 8:00am at the airboat concession on the north side of Tamiami Trail (US 41), one mile west of
the Shark Valley entrance. There is an entrance fee to Shark Valley.
Bring lunch.
Sat., Mar. 3 — Everglades National Park Birding
John Boyd will lead this all day carpool trip. Meet in the parking lot of
the Coe Visitor Center at Everglades National Park at 7:30am. There
is an entrance fee to the park. Bring lunch.
Sat., Mar. 10 — East Everglades / Chekika Area Birding
Carlos Sanchez leads this carpool trip to the east Everglades, including Chekika Day Use Area of Everglades National Park. Meet at
7:00am at the C-357 sparrow fields. From Krome Avenue, drive west
3.0 miles on Richmond Drive (SW 168 Street). Park at a red gate on
the left (south) side of the road, 0.2 miles past the water control structure at the C-357 Canal. No fee.
Sat., Mar. 17 — Southern Palm Beach Birding
Nancy Freedman will lead this carpool trip. Meet at 7:30am at Wakodahatchee Wetlands (13026 Jog Road, about 1.5 miles north of
Atlantic Avenue in Delray Beach.) No fee. Bring lunch.
Sun., Mar. 18 — Spring Wildflower Walk with Roger Hammer
Well known South Florida plant expert, Roger Hammer, will lead this
walk down the Long Pine Key Nature Trail in Everglades National
Park. Meet at the Ernest Coe Visitor Center in Everglades National
Park at 8am, return approximately 11:30am. There is an entrance
fee to the park. Reservations and fee required: $40 members/$45
nonmembers includes an autographed copy of one of Roger’s recent books: Everglades Wildflowers, Florida Keys Wildflowers or
Everglades National Park and the Surrounding Area (your choice).
A $25 discount ($15 members/$20 nonmembers) if you bring along
your own copy of one of Roger’s books! Call 305-247-1634, or e-mail
Roger at kaskazi44@comcast.net to register or for more information.
Sat., March 24 — South Broward Birding
John Hutchison will lead this carpool trip to birding locations in southern Broward County. Meet at 8:00am at Markham Park’s Meadow
Nature Trail. From I-75, exit at Royal Palm Parkway (Exit 15). Drive
west 0.5 miles to Weston Road. Turn right and drive west 2.8 miles to
the park entrance. From I-595, exit at 136 Street (Exit 1A) and drive
west 2.0 miles on SR 84 (I-595 service road) to the park entrance.

Turn left after the entrance station (fee) to reach the nature trail parking area. Bring lunch.

section and park in spaces on either side of the road. Meet at 7:30am,
returning at approximately 11:00am. No fee.

Sun., Mar. 25 — Porter-Russell Pine Rockland Walk
Joe Barros will lead this walk through Tropical Audubon’s own pine
rockland, a remnant of Miami-Dade’s most threatened habitat. Meet
at 7:30am. From Florida’s Turnpike, exit at SW 216 Street. Turn right
and drive west on SW 216 Street, across US-1, to SW 124 Avenue.
Turn left and drive south to SW 220 Street. The pineland is on the
right, just south of SW 220 Street. No fee.

Sat., Apr. 28 — Big Cypress Swamp Birding
Jeff Weber will lead this carpool trip to Big Cypress National Preserve. Meet at 7:30am at the Oasis Visitor Center on Tamiami Trail
(US 41). Bring lunch and insect repellant. No fee.

Sun., Mar. 31 — Lake Kissimmee Area Birding
This is an all day carpool trip to Lake Kissimmee State Park (entrance
fee) in Polk County and Three Lakes Wildlife Management Area (entrance fee) in Osceola County. Meet Brian Rapoza at 6:00am at the
east gate of the Doc Thomas property on SW 55th Ave. just south of
Sunset (5530 Sunset Drive, South Miami). Bring lunch. Walkie-talkies
are recommended.
Sun., Apr. 1 — A. D. Barnes Park Bird Walk
Gigi Pardo will lead birders through A.D. Barnes Park. Enter on SW
72nd Ave. just north of Bird Rd. (SW 40th St.), turn left at the T intersection and park in spaces on either side of the road. Meet at 7:30am,
returning at approximately 11:00am. No fee.
Sat., Apr. 7 — Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park Bird Walk
Robin Diaz will lead birders through Bill Baggs Cape Florida State
Park on Key Biscayne. The park opens at 8:00am. Participants
should meet at No Name Harbor (from the entrance station, take your
first right and drive west to the parking area). The walk will begin by
8:15am. Costs include an entrance fee to the park and the Rickenbacker Causeway toll.
Sat., Apr. 14 — Greynolds Park Bird Walk
Jim King, Interpretive Nature Coordinator for Miami-Dade Parks, will
lead birders through Greynold’s Park, 17530 West Dixie Highway in
North Miami Beach. Meet at the park boathouse at 7:30am. Parking
is available near the playground and the elevated mound opposite the
boathouse. Return is at approximately 11:00am.
Sun., Apr. 15 — Fairchild Tropical Botanical Gardens / Matheson
Hammock Park Bird Walk
Joe Barros will lead birders through Fairchild Tropical Botanical Gardens, followed by a walk through Matheson Hammock Park. Meet at
7:30am in the Matheson parking area adjacent to Fairchild’s north
entrance. Entrance fee to Fairchild will be waived for TAS members.
Return is at approximately 11:00am.
Fri., Apr. 20 to Sun., Apr. 22 – Florida Keys and Dry Tortugas
Birding
Brian Rapoza and Paul Bithorn lead this three-day, two night van
trip through the Florida Keys, including a one day boat trip to Dry
Tortugas National Park. Costs ($695.00 per person double occupancy: $150.00 single supplement) includes two nights hotel in the Key
West area, van/gas, park fees and ferry to the Dry Tortugas. Email
Brian at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org for further information.
Sat., Apr. 21 — MDC Environmental Center / Kendall Indian
Hammock Park Bird Walk
Bill Boeringer will lead birders through the Environmental Center
on the Miami-Dade College Kendall Campus, followed by a visit to
Kendall Indian Hammock Park. Meet at 7:30am at the Environmental
Center entrance on SW 113 Place, on the west side of the campus.
Return is at approximately 11:00am. No fee.
Sun., Apr. 22 — A. D. Barnes Park Bird Walk
Gigi Pardo will lead birders through A.D. Barnes Park. Enter on SW
72nd Ave. just north of Bird Rd. (SW 40th St.), turn left at the T inter-

Sun., Apr. 29 — Matheson Hammock Park Bird Walk
John Boyd will lead birders through Matheson Hammock on Old Cutler Rd. immediately north of Fairchild Gardens. The group meets in
the Matheson parking area on the left, inside the park entrance, at
7:30am. No fee.
Sat., May 5 — Key Largo Hammocks State Botanical Site: Birds,
Butterflies and Native Plants
Joe Barros will lead this trip to the largest remaining tract of coastal
tropical hardwood hammock in the Florida Keys. Meet at 6:30am at
the Cracker Barrel restaurant at US 1 and Palm Drive in Florida City.
Bring water and insect repellant. There is an entrance fee to the botanical site. Lunch at a Key Largo restaurant.
Sat., May 6 — Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park Bird Walk
Robin Diaz will lead birders through Bill Baggs Cape Florida State
Park on Key Biscayne. The park opens at 8:00am. Participants
should meet at No Name Harbor (from the entrance station, take your
first right and drive west to the parking area). The walk will begin by
8:15am. Costs include an entrance fee to the park and the Rickenbacker Causeway toll.
Thur., June 14 – Sun., June 24 — Trindad and Tobago Birding
Brian Rapoza leads this 11-day, 10-night trip to the beautiful islands
of Trinidad and Tobago. While in Trinidad, we’ll spend a full week at
the world-famous Asa Wright Nature Center. On Tobago, we’ll stay at
the beachfront Blue Waters Inn. Excursions will include a search for
the endemic Trinidad Piping-Guan, a boat trip to Little Tobago Island,
home to nesting Red-billed Tropicbirds and Red-footed Boobies, as
well as a night trip to the nesting beaches of leatherback turtles. Costs:
$2,635.00 per person double occupancy, $385.00 single supplement.
Cost includes transportation (including round-trip flight to Tobago),
meals, lodging and guides. Not included is round-trip airfare to Portof-Spain, Trinidad, tips, laundry costs and other incidental expenses.
For a detailed itinerary and trip application, with reservation requirements, email Brian Rapoza at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org.
Wed., Aug. 1 – Thur., July 9 — Birding the Sky Islands of Southeastern Arizona
Brian Rapoza leads this 9-day, 8-night trip to birding hotspots in the
Santa Catalina, Santa Rita, Huachuca and Chiricahua Mountains of
southeastern Arizona. This trip, which begins and ends in Tucson,
involves eight full days of birding in both mountain and desert habitats and is designed for intermediate to advanced birders. Group
size will be no more than ten (10) participants. Costs: $1,100.00 per
person double occupancy, $400.00 single supplement. Cost includes
van transportation, hotel accommodations and park entrance fees.
Not included is air fare to Tucson, tips, laundry costs and other incidental expenses. Meals will be eaten in local restaurants and are
paid for by each participant. For a detailed itinerary and trip application, with reservation requirements, email Brian Rapoza at fieldtrips@
tropicalaudubon.org.

Exciting Volunteer Opportunities at TAS
TAS is looking for volunteers to participate in all kinds of exciting
projects, from helping restore the historic Doc Thomas House, to
helping with plant sales, participating in Christmas Bird Counts,
leading bird trips, or monitoring raptor migration from the Florida
Keys. For more details, contact us at (305) 667-7337.



Bird Counts

The North American Migration Count (NAMC) sponsored in Florida by the Florida Ornithological Society, with the assistance of local
Audubon chapters, bird clubs and other interested organizations, is a
semi-annual snapshot of the progress and shape of bird migration.
On Saturday, September 17, 2011 & Saturday, May 12, 2012, birders from around the country will be collecting information on the abundance and distribution of both migrant and resident birds. If you can
find and identify birds and would like to participate in the count in
either Miami-Dade or Monroe County, contact us at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org. We’ll send you NAMC instructions and a checklist.
We’ll also let you know which areas need coverage (or, you can let us
know which area you wish to cover; it could be your own backyard,
neighborhood, a local park or other natural area).
Join the Christmas Bird Counts! Every year since 1900 teams of
interested birders have joined together across the country to count
the number of individual birds within each species occurring on the
same date in the same place. This huge task is coordinated by the
National Audubon Society. The consistency of the count creates a viable set of statistics that can be compared and used to measure the
effects that changes in the environment have had on the bird population. These measurements act as important warnings of environmental deterioration that should be heeded. In addition to the serious
consequences of the bird counts, they are a fun way to spend a day
with fellow birding enthusiasts. This is an all day event. Volunteers
are needed for all areas.
Fri., Dec. 16 — Key Largo / Plantation Key CBC,
Coordinated by Peter Frezza. pfrezza@audubon.org
Fri., Dec. 16 — Biscayne National Park CBC, Coordinated by
Dr. V. McDonough. vanessa_mcdonough@nps.gov.
Sat., Dec. 18 — Miami-Dade County CBC, Coordinated by
Brian Rapoza. fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org
Mon., Dec. 19 — Long Pine Key CBC, Coordinated by Robin
Diaz. robin@tropicalaudubon.org
Sun., Dec. 24 — Kendall CBC, Coordinated by Bill Boeringer.

Native Plant Sales, scheduled on November 5-6, February 2526 and June 2-3, are famous and fun. We have a great selection of
South Florida plants with knowledgeable sales people to help you
choose the best ones for your yard. Come early for the best selection,
stay late to enjoy the company.

Bird Day 2011, Sunday, Oct. 9, an exciting all-day event at Fairch-

ild Tropical Botanic Garden. There will be workshops, presentations
and, of course, birding adventures. This event is free for TAS members and will begin with a bird walk at 7am. Gates open to the public
at 9:30am. There will also be arts and crafts activities, and vendor’s
booths. Bird-attracting plants will be available for sale. Bird Day 2011
is co-sponsored by Tropical Audubon Society, and is made possible
by support from the James A. Kushlan Bird Conservation Program.
Admission is free for TAS and Fairchild members. For more information visit the Fairchild Tropical Garden website.
For more information about any of the events on the calendar
contact TAS at (305) 667-7337 or director@tropicalaudubon.org.
To volunteer for workdays, e-mail volunteer1@tropicalaudubon.
org. You may also visit www.tropicalaudubon.org

Tropical Audubon
Wish List
Needed Items

Desktop & laptop computers
New copy machine
Dual-line office phones
Digital SLR camera
Video production equipment
Binoculars
Telescope & tripod
Kayaking equipment

bill@tropicalaudubon.org

Meetings and Events
Conservation Committee

meetings at Doc Thomas House are
scheduled on Wednesdays from August to December and January
to April. Meetings begin at 7:30pm and are open to TAS members
and guests alike. Dates in 2011: Sept. 28, Oct. 26, Nov. 16, Dec. 14.
Please check the TAS website for 2012 dates.

Birdathon: Tropical Audubon’s Tenth Annual Birdathon is coming in
April. From Saturday, April 14 – Sunday, April 29, raise money for
TAS! Bird for up to 24 consecutive hours anytime during April 9-24.
Collect pledges per bird seen or for the whole day. Win prizes! Stay
tuned for more information about our exciting Birdathon. . . fun teams,
good prizes, all day birding and all for a good cause!

Workdays: Want to learn about native plants, help Tropical maintain

our native landscape at the Doc Thomas House and get your hands
dirty? We need you! Workdays are held every third Saturday of every
month. Show up anytime between 8:30 and noon and you will find a
host of hard workers. This is a great opportunity for students to earn
community service hours. Dates in 2011-12: July 16, Aug. 20, Sept.
17, Oct. 15, Nov. 19, Dec. 17, Jan. 21, Feb. 18, Mar. 17, Apr. 21,
May 19, June 16 and July 21.

Pale-mandibled Aracari, above; Giant Antpitta, below. Photos © Brian Rapoza

Sun., Dec. 31 — Coot Bay / Everglades CBC, Coordinated
by Brian Rapoza. fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org

In Kind

Grounds maintenance
Computer service
Construction / Plumbing
Fence repair
Docents for tours
Secretarial services
Grant writing
Digital design
Editors/Writers

Tropical Audubon Society

THE EVERGLADES ARE DYING
Everglades scientists and members of the prestigious Everglades
Committee of the National Research Council agree that the Everglades
ecosystem is deteriorating and that it will continue to do so until much
more water is returned to this once magnificent National treasure. What
this means is that with each passing year restoration will become not
only more difficult but also more expensive. Yet, instead of accelerating
the specific restoration projects intended to recover historical volumes
and patterns of flow into and through the core of the Everglades,
Federal and State restoration planners show no signs of recognizing
this urgency. Furthermore, the fact that the recent budget proposal by
the South Florida Water Management District includes no earmarked
funding for the pivotable Decompartmentalization and Sheet Flow
Enhancement Project is alarming.
This Decompartmentalization Project, commonly referred
to as “DECOMP,” is an essential component of the Comprehensive
Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP). This plan was approved in 2000
and is designed to restore the historic
“river of grass” flows through the Water Conservation Areas (WCA)
and into
Everglades National Park. It is the natural flow of water - volume,
direction, speed and depth - that created the unique characteristics of
the Everglades ecosystem. Restoring natural water flows will require
removing or modifying levees, canals and other barriers to sheet flow.
The importance of the Decomp Project for meeting the overall goals of
the Everglades restoration is so great that if it fails to meet its objectives,
it is highly unlikely that the Everglades restoration will ever become a
reality.
The ongoing construction of a 1.5 mile stretch of elevated
highway on the Tamiami Trail, and of increased water storage capacity
in the C-111 basin south of Florida City are two projects that will
make it possible to deliver more water into the Shark River slough and
eastern Florida Bay, respectively. Furthermore, recently the U.S House
of Representatives included the “Tamiami Trail Next Steps” project in a



Continued from page 3

by John C. Ogden

funding bill for the Department of the Interior. This project would add
5.5 additional miles of elevated highway along the northern boundary
of Everglades Park, thus substantially removing barriers to sheet flow
into the park.
Yet these projects are only half of the equation for a successful
restoration. Due to the fact that the regional wetlands of southern
Florida either have been lost or have been significantly altered, and that
much of the rain that falls over the Everglades is now shunted off to sea
through canals, the total amount of water in the current Everglades is
far less than in the past. Computer models estimate that approximately
1 million additional acre-feet of water should be flowing through the
central and southern Everglades. Scientists report that these greater
flows in the historical Everglades stimulated the tremendous levels of
productivity in the southern estuaries, which in turn supported the
great abundance and diversity of animal life that once characterized
the South Florida wetlands. For example, the rapid decline and
disappearance of the enormous wading bird “rookeries” in Everglades
National Park occurred between the 1950s and 1970s when the most
active construction of the Central and Southern Florida Project was
underway. It was this set of water control projects that greatly disrupted
natural patterns of sheet flow in the Everglades, diverting much of the
water out to sea, resulting in the over-drainage of the Everglades as well
as the Florida and Biscayne bays.
At this point we should ask ourselves this question: “What will
the Everglades look like 10 years from now, if no additional water is
returned to these wetlands?”
Clearly the time has come for a major summit of the Everglades
leadership and stakeholders to redirect the failing restoration project.
Although miles of elevated highways and new water delivery structures
are both welcome and essential, we are unlikely to see measurable
restoration until we are able to use these structures to convey much
more water to the Everglades.

The Western Andes of ECUADOR

Birds tallied during our visit to areas
around Bellavista Cloud Forest Reserve in
the upper Tandayapa Valley, about 2,000 feet
higher than the lodge, included Sunangel,
Masked Trogon, Streaked Tuftedcheek,
Green-and-black Fruiteater, Capped Conebill,
Beryl-spangled, Blue-and-black, Grass-green
and Blue-capped Tanager, Blue-winged and
Hooded Mountain-Tanager and Plushcap. In
the lower valley, not far from the lodge and
near the village of Tandayapa, Brian’s group
viewed, after considerable searching by Jose,
a Cloud-forest Pygmy Owl. Other birds seen
in this area included Common Potoo, Wedgebilled Hummingbird, Powerful Woodpecker
and Tricolored Brush-Finch. After dusk, we
all had spotlight views of a spectacular Lyretailed Nightjar.
While at Tandayapa, we visited
Milpe Bird Sanctuary and Gardens, which
at about 3,600 feet in elevation, provided
opportunities for finding western foothill
species. The hummingbird feeders at the

sanctuary’s headquarters attracted Whitewhiskered Hermit, Green Thorntail, Greencrowned Woodnymph and Green-crowned
Brilliant, while fruit feeders brought in Palemandibled Aricari, Plate-billed MountainToucan, Green Honeycreeper, Thick-billed
Euphonia and Flamed-faced Tanager. Around
the headquarters area, we also saw Bronzewinged Parrot, Choco Toucan, Goldenolive Woodpecker, One-colored Becard
and Black-winged Saltator. The sanctuary
and garden trails were just as active; here,
we spotted Guayaquil Woodpecker, Choco
and Collared Trogon, Broad-billed Motmot,
White-whiskered Puffbird, Lineated, Scalythroated and Rufous-tailed Foliage-gleaner,
Russet Antshrike, Greenish Elenia, Ornate
Flycatcher, Golden-winged and Club-winged
Manakin, Silver-throated and Ochre-breasted
Tanager and Yellow-throated Bush-Tanager.
Our tour of the western Andes
concluded with a visit to the incredible Paz de
la Aves reserve. Angel Paz, a local farmer, has

by Brian Rapoza

discovered that earthworms can be used to
attract the antpittas that reside on his cloudforest-covered property. During our visit,
Angel and his brother enticed four species of
these normally shy forest-dwelling birds to
come for a closer look: Giant, Moustached,
Yellow-breasted and Ochre-breasted. We
also hiked down to the cock-of-the-rock lek
on Angel’s property and spent some time at
his hummingbird feeders, which attracted
Empress Brilliant, Brown Inca, Velvet-purple
Coronet and Violet-tailed Sylph, among the
swarms of others. Other species seen on
or around his property included Crimsonrumped Toucanet, Streak-capped Treehunter,
Rufous-breasted Antthrush and Goldennaped Tanager. Our visit to the reserve,
and the end of the western half of our tour,
concluded with a brunch of bolones (cheesefilled plantain balls), pastalitas and coffee, all
graciously provided by Angel and his family.
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Doc Thomas and His House


By Rebecca A. Smith

Continued from page 1

They chose 16 contiguous lots in the High
Pines subdivision, just outside South Miami’s
eastern boundary, on which to build.
The young architect, Robert Fitch
Smith, had never before been commissioned
to design a house. He later developed a
reputation for designing large, Spanish
Eclectic and Monterey style houses, quite
unlike the Doc Thomas House. One of these
houses is Colonel and Mrs. Montgomery‘s
home, now headquarters for the Montgomery
Foundation on Old Cutler Road. He also
designed buildings, such as the Garden House
at Fairchild Tropical Botanical Garden.
Robert Fitch Smith designed a 1,400
sq. ft. cottage that was rustic in feeling but
sophisticated in execution. They built it using
fine materials. The exterior and interior walls
are of red tidewater cypress, and the floors
are of oak with thin, walnut strips between
the planks and mahogany pegs holding it all
together. Dade County pine was used for the
interior walls in the bedrooms and kitchen.
The chimney and fireplace are faced in oolitic
limestone from Dade County and Key Largo
limestone (keystone) from the Windley Key
quarry in Monroe County. Finally, Margaret
Thomas made many suggestions that were
incorporated into the house, such as a
swinging door between the kitchen and the
dining nook.
The house soon garnered attention.
It was featured in the June 1932 Southern
Lumber Journal and a 1936 issue of House
and Garden magazine. A 1941 article in the
Miami News, extolling the virtues of South
Miami, cited it as an example of attractive
homes in the area.
The Thomas’ love of nature
manifested itself soon after they moved in.
They planted native and exotic trees and
shrubs among the original slash pines. Doc
Thomas built a corral and hired Tiger Tiger to
build three chickees at the back of the property
to stable his horses. An expert horseman, he

became a charter member of the South Miami
Riding Club, whose headquarters, contrary to
rumor, were not at the Doc Thomas House
property.
Doc Thomas appreciated birds as
well as gardening. He fed sunflower seeds to
the resident cardinals. He collected wild bird

Orchestra. Regular visitors included young
people, adults and riders who rode there on
their horses.
When Doc Thomas retired, he closed
the drug store, and passed the feed store on
to three of his employees. They eventually
moved it south, to its present location in the

eggs, as did many before people realized its
deleterious effects upon bird populations. In
1938, he spent a week in the Dry Tortugas
with Florida Audubon Society members,
observing nesting Sooty and Noddy terns.
Though he had neither a wife nor
children, Doc Thomas had many friends. He
joined the Masons, the Shriners and Florida
Historical Society. He occasionally played
tenor sax with dance bands and at some point
played bassoon with the Pittsburgh Symphony

still rural Redlands.
Nearing the end of his days, in 1975
he gave the house and property to Tropical
Audubon Society, “that it be … preserved as
a natural historic beauty spot so that future
generations may observe a sample of the
original terrain, flora, avifauna and forest of
Early Dade County.” He died in December
31, 1975, at the age of 88, and TAS took
possession of the house, the property and his
cat.

wing ding 2011

His new suspense novel, Keys to the Kingdom, hit bookstores in
June.
Following the keynote speech, TAS Director Laura Reynolds
awarded the Dan Beard Governmental Service Award to Eric
Beurmann, the former South Florida Water Management District
Governing Board Chair who has been an ally in moving Everglades
Restoration forward and is especially concerned about Biscayne Bay.
Shannon Estanoz accepted the award for Beurmann.
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Continued from page 3

The Polly Redford Award for Environmental Achievement
went to Dan Kipnis, a fisheries conservationist who currently serves
on the Miami Dade County Climate Change Task Force and has also
served on the Biscayne Bay Management Committee, Miami River
Review Committee, and City of Miami Waterfront Board and was a
Commissioner on the State of Florida Marine Fisheries Commission.
Harvey Ruvin accepted the award for Kipnis.
Tropical Audubon President Joe Barros gave the TAS Board

t r o p i c a l a tur odp iuc abl a uodnu b.oon .ro rgg

Tropical Audubon Society

Alice Wainwright observed in 1976
that, “This house is more than a meeting
place for the society. It has great potential for
educational purposes.”
TAS, nearly 30, rejoiced at finally
gaining a place of its own. It had previously
held meetings at the Miami Museum of
Science, relied upon members for the storage

sale on the property. Some items were kept,
for example, the clock on the mantle and the
map in the dining nook that shows the routes
of Doc Thomas‘ world travels. The map, made
by neighbor Roy Schlegel, used to be lighted.
The pins mark the routes of Doc Thomas’
trips, which began in 1956 and cumulated
into more than a quarter-million miles.

Doc Thomas House, September 1932. Photo by H. Pilkington. HistoryMiami, 2010-208-1

of its records and paraphernalia, had grown
enough to hire a part-time employee, and had
been renting office space. Now it had much
to do to convert the house from a home to a
headquarters.
Thomas relatives took some of the
things in the cluttered house. In 1976, TAS
sold most of the remaining house contents to
make room for offices, the library and meeting
space. The “garage sale” was combined with a
plant sale, which was probably the first plant

A wooden house in the subtropics
is a mixed blessing. It has character …
and always needs repairs. So it was when
TAS took possession. The house had been
painted a number of times, with the last
layer in purple (too much character!), so
the exterior had to be stripped. Its intricacy
led the sandblaster to swear he would never
attempt such a project again. Carpenter John
Coffin spent months repairing and restoring
the house--stopping leaks, replacing rotten

Appreciation Award to Elizabeth Smith, who launched the successful
Conservation Concert series at TAS in 2010 to raise funds for the
restoration of the chickee on the TAS grounds.
“Elizabeth has brought a whole new world to Tropical
Audubon Society,” Barros said. “She brought in the public from South
Miami with such special events as the Art Walk and has brought in the
neighborhood, High Pines, to Tropical Audubon Society, especially
with the Conservation Concert Series.”
Smith, a publishing industry veteran and Wine News
cofounder, is a Coral Gables native with a devotion to local qualityof-life and environmental issues. She was among the three new TAS
Board members approved by the membership at the conclusion of the
picnic. The board welcomes Smith and the other two new members,

wood, resealing windows, fixing the sagging
kitchen, etc.
The restoration and maintenance of
the house have continued since then. Many
volunteers have devoted endless houses to
the loving care of the house, among them
David Lysinger, and current board members
Gary Hunt and Lewis “Brother” Milledge.
A chain link fence was installed to
protect the property from the city that had
grown up around it. House repairs after
Hurricane Andrew included roof repairs,
since many shingles had blown off, and
the removal of a wooden splinter several
inches wide and more than a foot long that
Andrew had driven into the library exterior
wall. In 2008, Miami-Dade County funded
the replacement of the roof. In 2009-2010,
the Villagers funded the replacement of the
electrical wiring.
Meanwhile, the house became the
spiritual headquarters for environmental
conservation, environmental education and
birding in southeast Florida. Board meetings,
committee meetings, and program meetings
now took place in the house. From 1976
through the 1980s, National Audubon Society
and their representative, Alice Wainwright,
rented space in the house for its southeast
Florida office. Bob Kelley, a longtime president
of Tropical Audubon, and various donors
and volunteers helped the library grow into a
resource for birders and naturalists. Recently,
art exhibitions with environmental themes
have drawn visitors into the house.
Former TAS president Harvey
Abrams aptly summed the house’s significance
to TAS: “We want to preserve the best of what
mankind has built. It’s just as important as
trying to preserve the natural environment,
and this [house] is a good example of trying to
live with the environment, rather than trying
to overpower it with concrete, steel and air
conditioning.”
Thank you, Doc Thomas, for making
this possible.

David Pearson and Rick Cohen. Barros was re-elected as president of
TAS for an 11th year.
Pearson is the founder of David Pearson Associates. In 1991
he was given the coveted President’s Award of the Florida Audubon
Society for his work in conservation. He has served as advisor, writer
and strategist on the political campaigns of former U.S. Senator
(former Governor) Bob Graham, and former Florida Governors
Lawton Chiles, Rubin Askew and LeRoy Collins.
TAS thanks the members and friends who attended the
event and contributed so generously to the annual Silent Auction.
With your help, we look forward to conservation success stories in
the coming year.
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Fl o r i d a K e y s B i r d i n g a n d Wi l d l i f e Fe s t i va l
ta k e s f l i g h t i n S e p t e m b e r          b y
Every autumn, more than twenty-thousand
raptors migrate in an exciting display above
the narrow stretch of land that comprises
Curry Hammock State Park in Marathon,
Florida. Just a few among the winged mix
are Peregrine Falcons, American Kestrels,
Merlins, and Ospreys — all seeking to escape
winter and position themselves in more
reliable food source locales.
As the old saying goes, “birds of a
feather flock together.” With the Thirteenth
Annual Florida Keys Birding and Wildlife
Festival set for September 21 – 25, 2011,
birds won’t be the only ones migrating south.
Birding and wildlife enthusiasts from around
the globe will make their own way to the
Florida Keys to witness the mass migration and
immerse themselves in the diverse abundance
of birds and other wildlife found here. To lead
this spectacular observation, the Festival
is hosting as the keynote speakers this year,
Ken and Kimberly Kaufmann, internationally
noted birders, authors and guides from
the Black Swamp Bird Observatory, Ohio.
They will be giving a presentation and
leading a field trip in the Key Largo around
September 21 – 22 and will make the keynote
presentation Friday evening, September 23,
at the Marathon Garden Center, Marathon,
FL and conduct a guided walk on Saturday,
September 24 on or near National Key Deer
Refuge on Big Pine Key, Fl.
On Saturday evening, wildlife
photographers Dick Fortune and Sara Lopez,
owners of the Through The Lens Gallery in
Miami, will conduct a presentation on the
wildlife of the South Florida at the Florida
Keys Eco-Discovery Center in Key West.
Then on Sunday, they will provide a guided
wildlife photography field trip to the Dry
Tortugas National Park, 70 miles west of
Key West. Also, Mark Whiteside of the
Florida Keys Audubon Chapter, will conduct
a birding trip, also to the Dry Tortugas. The
three have graciously allowed participants to
move between the two field trips for just the
charge for one trip.
Also on Saturday, the Festival will
host an Environmental Fair and Family Day

at the Curry Hammock State Park on the
north end of US 1 in Marathon, Florida.
Admission to the Park is free for the day and
participants will receive a free t-shirt and
lunch in the afternoon, while supplies last.
More excitingly to birders, the Florida Keys
Hawkwatch project will be conducting hawk
watching from the Park. Anyone may join in
observing and counting migrating raptors
and other birds. “Most birds don’t like to fly
over water, so they stay over land as long as
possible,” explains Steve Dimse, formerly
Curry Hammock’s residential Park Ranger,
on why the display takes place where it does.
“This funnels them directly through the
Keys.
The Florida Keys are geographically
unique, made up of an archipelago of about
4,500 islands, stretching out over two hundred
miles south and west. Curry Hammock State
Park, where the festival is anchored because
of its central location, is one among many
locations surrounding the birding bonanza.
Bonanza indeed, for in addition to the
incredible spectacle of migratory birds in
winged trajectory are four National Wildlife
Refuges that protect habitat for more than
285 species of birds, making the Florida Keys
a steady eco-haven for anyone with wildlife or
avian interests.
The five day festival, set to illuminate
and celebrate the myriad of wildlife that
call the Florida Keys home, offers an array
of activities, events, lectures, field trips and
family fun. Planned field trips include ecology walks, hawk-watching and kayaking
at Curry Hammock State Park, bicycling the
Overseas Heritage Trail, and snorkeling the
Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary.
During the week, if you’re lucky, you
might see an Antillean Nighthawk, a Gray
Kingbird, Black-whiskered Vireo, Whitecrowned Pigeon, American Crocodile,
endangered West Indian Manatee, the everelusive Mangrove Cuckoo, endangered
Key Deer, the rare Miami Blue butterfly,
endangered Stock Island Tree Snail, Spotted
Eagle Rays, tropical reef fish and other marine
life. 					

James Bell & Steve Dimse

The diversity and abundance of habitat in the
Florida Keys are essential for anyone wishing
to be enriched and immersed in nature.
Whether you are a serious birder, a novice
or someone who simply loves exploring and
discovering the natural wonders of wildlife,
this festival is a must. For more information,
call the Refuge Ranger at the National Key
Deer Refuge Visitor Center at 305-8720774 or visit www.keysbirdingfest.org for
event details. Brochures about the event are
currently available and Festival Programs
will be available one month before the event.
Registration procedures can also be found at
the website.

James Bell is the Festival Coordinator and a Refuge Ranger with the Florida Keys National Wildlife Refuges.
Steve Dimse is a Festival Committee member and Park Ranger at the Barnacle Historic State Park in Coconut Grove, Florida.

Have you taken advantage of Tropical Audubon’s online resources lately?
Visit TAS on Facebook - www.facebook.com/TropicalAudubonSociety - and make sure to “like” our page to be kept in the
loop about the latest conservation news, events and all kinds of bird-related fun. Tropical Audubon’s Florida Keys Hawkwatch
project can also be found on Facebook at - www.facebook.com/floridakeyshawkwatch
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Continued from page 1

Growth Mismanagement
Another change is that the Capital Improvements Element’s
schedule of capital projects no longer has to be financially feasible.
This means that approval of land use map amendments will not have
to be based on capital facilities needed to maintain level of service
standards (for example, funds for enough fire stations to serve the
area). Fortunately, the County’s Capital plan, which is used as the
basis for the CIE, is financially feasible, based on anticipated growth
in the county.
Here’s another troubling amendment: Local governments
must provide enough land for urban uses to sustain at least the
median population projections prepared by the University of Florida’s
Bureau of Business and Economic Research. This means that some
local governments may be forced to accept a higher projection of
growth than they believe will actually occur -- or at least be limited
in setting their growth policy. Fortunately, Miami-Dade’s population
projections, independently prepared by staff, have for many years
been within a percent or two of the median UF projections, but this
could be a problem for other jurisdictions. It will also be a problem
for Miami-Dade if the County cuts its budget for planners and we no
longer have that expertise.
From required to optional: concurrency. The idea that
development should not go forward without adequate infrastructure



The following generous individuals
and foundations have contributed to
TAS since our last publication. We
GREATLY appreciate their support!
Roseate Spoonbill
($5,000)

Gardner’s Market

Team Foot Works

By Katy Sorenson
to support it, will no longer be required for transportation, schools
and parks. Local governments, however, may continue to choose to
have it.
A new definition for urban sprawl is in the law, along with
the 13 sprawl indicators. However, it provides that a plan or plan
amendment needs to meet only 4 of 8 new criteria not yet defined in
order to not be considered sprawl. Stay tuned for more information
– I’m sure there’s a devil in those details.
And finally, Developments of Regional Impact (DRI’s) are
retained but some uses that have been subject to the process, including
industrial uses, will no longer be required. And some development
thresholds have been relaxed.
So there you have it: many troubling changes that may not
even become clear until the economy picks up and the developer
money flows again. One thing is clear, though. We’re going to need
to educate ourselves, gear up and be ready to do battle when the next
bad development comes our way. But before that happens, let’s figure
out how we can undo in the next legislative session what was done to
us in this very unfortunate one.
Katy Sorenson is an Advisory Board Member of Tropical Audubon Society, and
President and CEO of the Good Government Initiative at the University of Miami.



TAS THANKS
Purple Gallinule
($500)
Marianne & Alan Luedeking
Col Terrence C. Salt & Heather Salt
Painted Bunting
($250)
Mr. Edward Briois
White-crowned Pigeon ($100)
Susanne Kayyali
Janet R. McAliley
David Pearson
Catherin Seele
Mr. John A. Stevens
Tedor Whitman
Cape Sable Seaside
Sparrow and below
Jean Margaret Arouza
Josefina M. Baptista
Lois Blum

Bradford E. Brown
Carrie Cleland
Linda Cornejo
Cindy Dwyer
Edith M. Einspruch
Holly Evans
Emely Ferrer
Evelyn Finley
David Freer
Hervada Family
Juan Carlos Garcia
Sheryl Gold
Robin M. Gray-Urgelles &
Raul Urgelles
Oscar Hernández
Robert Ireland
Sylvia Isern
Mr. Philip Kelly
Joy D. Klein
C.F. Knight
Michael Kridel
Mr. David Kwiat

Howard Lawrence
Arnold Markowitz
Kristen “Harper” Menger
Paul Merker
Alan Mishael
Asaad N. Masoud
Gary M. Pappas
Bob Ross
Judith Sandoval
Chantil Sanchez
Tyler Schwartz
Marion Elizabeth Smith
Martha C. Sonderegger
Jacqueline Allee Smith
Marion E. Snipes
Niki Spitzer
Lissette St Michele
Mary Ann Talmadge
Thomas Taulbee
Tony Trujillo
Olga Vara
Tedor Whitman

Tropical Audubon Society and the Florida Keys Hawkwatch would like to thank the following organizations and
individuals; without their support, the 2011 season of the hawkwatch would not be possible:
The Hawk Migration Association of North America ▪ The Helen G. and Alan D. Cruickshank Research Fund
through the Florida Ornithological Society ▪ The Florida Keys Audubon Society ▪ The Space Coast Audubon
Society ▪ The Florida Keys Birding and Wildlife Festival ▪ William H. and Patricia M. Kleh
and the dozens of volunteers who have registered to help monitor raptor migration through the Florida Keys.
For more information visit www.floridakeyshawkwatch.wordpress.com
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Tropical Audubon Society’s

Conservation Workshop

Saturday, September 17th, 2011
8:30 am – 4 pm
at the Deering Estate at Cutler, visitor center*
8:30

am

- 9:30 am ● networking and breakfast

9:30 am - 10:30 am ● Southern Everglades Restoration
Melissa Meeker, Executive Director, South Florida Water Management District
am - 11:30 am ● FP&L Land Swap & other Park Concerns
Dan Kimball, Superintendent, Everglades National Park

10:30

11:30

am

- 12:00 pm ● lunch provided

12:00 pm - 1:30 pm ● Growth Management Panel: What’s Next for Dade?
Jim Murley, Richard Grosso, Mark Woerner, Moderated by Katy Sorenson
pm - 2:00 pm ● Biscayne Bay has Reached Critical Harm
Mark Lewis, Superintendent, Biscayne National Park

1:30

2:00
3:00

pm

pm

- 2:30 pm ● Bird Conservation through Gardening
Roger Hammer and John Ogden

- 4:00 pm ● bird walk or kayak excursion - free admission to the park

This event is free and open to the public; however we do encourage you to renew your membership and donate, and become involved in
conservation! For more information please contact us: 305-667-7337 or director@tropicalaudubon.org
*Deering Estate is located at 16701 SW 72 Av, Cutler Bay FL, 33157

