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W 

ith the notion that the best way to  

protect our disappearing native habitats 
might just be to buy them, Miami-Dade 
County’s the Environmentally Endangered 
Lands (EEL) Program was born.  In 1990, 
the question of whether to approve a two-
year tax increase to “acquire, preserve, en-
hance, restore, conserve, and maintain envi-
ronmentally endangered lands” was put on 
Miami-Dade’s ballot. The question was actively 
supported by TAS and like-minded organizations 
and individuals and approved by the voters. The new tax 
raised some $90 million not only to buy but also to man-
age endangered lands in the County. 
 
In November ‘04, Miami-Dade voters will be asked to ap-
prove another $40 million for EEL to continue its work. 
The line item for EEL is part of the larger General Obliga-
tion Bond question #2 on Parks. Overall, EEL is a success 
story. The Program and the ordinance that governs it 
have served as a model throughout the State and the na-
tion. To help you decide, here’s some information about 
the work that EEL has been doing. 

 

Land Acquisition 

 

Because of EEL, the public now owns over 870 

more acres of native upland habitat and 

15,200 more acres of coastal & freshwater 

wetlands than in 1990. The upland habitats 

include 550 acres of globally endangered 

pine Rockland, 170 acres of hardwood ham-

mock, 120 acres of tree island and muhly 

prairie, and 30 acres of xeric scrub. 

 

Some of the most memorable acquisitions have been 

those which redeemed sites that once seemed lost. Be-

cause EEL had acquisition money, the 40-acre triangle of 

Rockdale pineland on US 1 at SW 144 St became a pine-

land preserve instead of a strip mall and the “Terma 

Tract” on the Oleta River became part of the Oleta State 

Recreation Area instead of a high-rise condominium. 

 

One acquisition strategy has been to add to important ex-

isting natural areas, because the size of a natural area is 

a significant factor in its sustainability. For example, EEL 

(Continued on page 4) 

by Emily Young, Program Director of EEL 

Environmentally Endangered Lands 
and the General Obligation Bond 

O 

ur native plant sales are famous and fun. We have a great selection of 

South Florida plants with knowledgeable sales people to 

help you choose the best ones for your yard. Come 

early for the best selection, stay late to enjoy the 

company.  The gate opens both days at 9 am.   

Saturday we close at 5 pm, Sunday at 3 pm. 

Sat.-Sun., Sept. 25-26 Native Plant Sale at the Doc Thomas House 

Native Plant Sale 
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Tropical Audubon Society (TAS) is a group of dedicated citizens 

who care about the quality of South Florida’s environment. 

Established in 1947, we are a chapter of National Audubon 

Society and Florida Audubon Society. Our headquarters, the 

Doc Thomas House, is a Dade County Historic site on three sub-

tropical acres of native habitat in South Miami. 

 

Tropical Audubon’s purposes are: 

1) Conservation: to work toward protection of the natural world 

and to promote wise stewardship of natural resources, especially 

native plants and animals and their habitat. 

2) Education: to promote, among members and  the public of all 

ages, an understanding and appreciation of nature, the 

environment, and ecological relationships. 

3) Enjoyment: as a society of members with compatible interests, 

to enjoy together the study and protection of nature. We believe 

in the wisdom of nature’s design. We seek to foster and promote 

ecological conscientiousness in our community. 

 

Editor: Cynthia Guerra 

Desk Top Publishing: Steven Mumford 

 

Tropical Audubon Bulletin, the official newsletter of the 

Tropical Audubon Society, is published bimonthly by the 

Tropical Audubon Society, a non-profit, 501(c) (3) tax-exempt 

organization. Throughout this newsletter, “TAS” refers to the 

Tropical Audubon Society, while “DTH” refers to the Doc 

Thomas House, the site of our office located at 5530 Sunset 

Drive; Miami, Florida 33143. The phone number is (305) 667-

7337. Membership rate, $20 per year. Please make your checks 

payable to Tropical Audubon Society, and mail to our office 

(address above). Articles, news of events, original drawings, and 

letters to the Editor are welcomed, and should be submitted to 

the TAS office 4 weeks prior to each by-monthly publication. It 

would be preferable if your copy were submitted via the 

internet. See the "About TAS" section of our website for more 

information. 

 

Visit Tropical Audubon on the internet at: 

http://tropicalaudubon.org 

O 

ne of the perks of the teaching 

profession is the ability to take 

summers off, providing opportunities 

for long-term travel. Such was my 

good fortune this past summer. As a 

member of Sea Scout Ship 320, I, 

along with teachers Marshall Ruffo 

and Nicole Forque, and MAST Acad-

emy students Patricia Jimenez, 

Camille Duncan and Raphael Franca 

signed on to participate in a 54 day 

camping adventure. Led by MAST col-

league and fellow TAS member Nancy 

Moreland and her husband Bruce, the 

trip, which began and ended in Miami, 

included visits to 17 National Parks 

and Monuments, and through 26 

states, most west of the Mississippi. 

 

Along the way, we hiked magnificent 

mountain trails (a total of 107 miles 

worth), explored caves and lava beds, 

leaped into chilly Crater Lake, and 

swam in the even chillier Pacific (OK, 

not me on either count, I’m not much 

of a cold-water fan.) We went horse-

back riding, canoeing, and white-water 

rafting as well. We also visited the In-

dianapolis Motor Speedway, where a 

special track tour provided racing fa-

natic Marshall with an opportunity to 

kiss the famous “Yard of Bricks.” We 

saw over 50 species of mammals, in-

cluding two black bears, the first of 

which, at Grand Teton, was tragically 

involved in a hit and run accident mo-

ments after we spotted it (the bear sur-

vived, and the driver was cited, we 

hope.) And yes, I saw a few birds 

along the way, two hundred and forty 

species in all. Following are some of 

the many highlights. 

 

PART I 

 

Our route through the western states 

was roughly counterclockwise in na-

ture, so Texas, and Big Bend National 

Park was our first destination. A stop 

at Seminole Canyon State Historical 

Site, on the Amistad International Res-

ervoir on the Mexican border gave us 

our first taste of the avifauna of the 

desert southwest. Seen here were 

typical desert species such as Cactus, 

Canyon and Bewick’s Wrens, Bell’s 

Vireo, Hooded Oriole, Say’s Phoebe, 

Verdin, Black-tailed Gnatcatcher, 

White-throated Swift, Canyon Towhee, 

Scaled Quail and Pyrrhuloxia. A stop 

the next day at the Judge Roy Bean 

Visitor’s Center added Greater Road-

runner, Ladder-backed Woodpecker, 

Ash-throated Flycatcher, and Scott’s 

Oriole to my list. 

 

My target species at Big Bend were 

Colima Warbler, Varied Bunting, and 

Gray Vireo. We camped for three 

nights at the Basin Campground in the 

beautiful Chisos Mountains; I was 

awakened two of the nights by West-

ern Screech Owls calling over our tent. 

Our first full day was spent hiking to 

Boot Springs in search of Colima War-

bler. The eleven-mile trek, by far the 

longest of our trip, produced six Coli-

mas, including a pair on nest. Also 

seen along the way were Black-

chinned Sparrow, Mexican Jay, Black-

crested Titmouse, Cordilleran Fly-

catcher, Black-headed Grosbeak, 

Acorn Woodpecker, Broad-tailed 

Hummingbird, and the ubiquitous 

Spotted Towhee. Near Boot Springs, a 

Painted Redstart, rare and sporadic in 

the Chisos, has heard singing, but 

could not be located. A Zone-tailed 

Hawk, another uncommon summer 

resident, was seen soaring over the 

“Boot”, a rock formation in the Pinna-

cles area of the Chisos. 

 

After a well-deserved lunch at the Ba-

sin restaurant, we headed to the spec-

tacular Santa Elena Canyon area of 

the park, stopping along the way at 

Sam Nail Ranch, where I saw, after 

considerable searching, my second 

lifer of the day, a Varied Bunting. Also 

seen at the ranch were Blue Grosbeak 

and Yellow-breasted Chat. Santa 

Elena Canyon, though stunning to look 

at, was not very birdy, producing only 

Black Phoebe and a Greater Roadrun-

ner. The next day, a herd of collared 

peccaries wandering through our 

campsite provided some early morning 

excitement. A hike to the end of the 

Window Trail provided dramatic views, 

plus sightings of Varied Bunting and 

Scott’s Oriole, but no hoped for Gray 

Vireos. A Curve-billed Thrasher was 

spotted while visiting the Panther 

Junction Visitor’s Center, while Vermil-

ion Flycatchers and Summer Tana-

gers were seen during an afternoon 

visit to Rio Grande Village. 

 

A couple of days in New Mexico, 

which included a visit to El Malpais 

National Monument, added several 

more desert species to my trip list, 

including Bendire’s Thrasher and 

Gambel’s Quail. Hikes through pinyon-

juniper habitat and over lava beds at 

El Mapais produced sightings of 

Lesser Goldfinch, Bushtit, Gray Fly-

catcher, Rock Wren and Brewer’s 

Sparrow. A night in southern Colorado 

provided a transition between desert 

southwest and the Rocky Mountains, 

where both Western and Mountain 

Bluebirds could be seen. Rocky Moun-

tain National Park was our next desti-

nation. 

 

Two nights were spent at a camp-

ground in the lower elevation eastern 

side of the park, where I saw my first-

for-the-trip Black-billed Magpie, 

Steller’s Jay, Pigmy Nuthatch, Red-

naped Sapsucker, Dusky Flycatcher, 

Mountain Chickadee and Warbling 

Vireo. Leaving the park via the dra-

matic Trail Ridge Road, two more tar-

get birds were sighted. A pair of very 

cooperative White-tailed Ptarmigans 

were discovered on the Tundra World 

Nature Trail, while several Brown-

capped Rosy Finches were seen 

around the Alpine Visitor’s Center. 

Several other high elevation species 

were seen for the first time on the trip, 

including Gray Jay, American Pipit and 

Horned Lark. Alpine mammals such 

as Yellow-bellied Marmot, Pika, and 

Golden-mantled Ground Squirrel were 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Seeing Green: Some of My Best Friends Drive SUVs 

Thanks to our Donors! 
 

The following generous individuals and organizations 

have contributed to TAS since the last Bulletin.   

As always, we GREATLY appreciate your support! 

 

Roseate Spoonbill ($1000 to $4999) 

Karsten & Carol Rist 
 

Great White Heron ($500 to $999) 

Terrence & Heather Salt 
 

White-Crowned Pigeon ($59 to $99) 

Carole J. Cholasta 

Mark Yehle 

John Atkinson 
 

Other: 

Elizabeth Plater Zyberk 

Gary P. Senk 

 

Special Thanks to Akerman Senterfitt, Attorneys at Law, and 

Joe Goldstein who made a special contribution to help with our 

Pineland and Harwood Hammock Restoration that is on-going 

at the Doc Thomas House!! 

by Shannon Mayorga 

 

C 

ar Culture - a fairly innocuous phrase for an aspect 

of our lives that, literally, drives many of the negative 

environmental and community impacts on our planet. 

More than ever, we are confronted with the basic fact that 

fossil fuels are a finite resource, the daunting prospects of 

a changing climate fueled by Co2 emissions, human 

health concerns from air pollution, and an ever widening 

gap in our communities due to housing needs focusing 

more on the automobile than pedestrian and community 

interaction- the loss of sense of place. 

 

There is of course the more immediate concern of traffic 

jams, wars fought in strategic global oil regions, increas-

ing oil prices due to our dependence on foreign sources of 

oil, and the constant threat of oil drilling in environmentally 

sensitive areas like the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, 

and off the coast of Florida. But hey, relax, we live in a 

swing state. Drilling off of our coast is unlikely to happen.

…unless we don’t act on pursuing alternatives to our auto-

mobile dependent lifestyles, otherwise we are simply post-

poning the inevitable degradation of pristine ecosystems 

for our grandchildren or their grandchildren. 

 

 

Living in South Florida, it’s extremely difficult to get around 

without relying on an automobile. I know, I know, I heard it 

all. It’s too hot to walk, I live miles from where I work, the 

public transportation system is terrible here. However, 

let’s take a look at some basic facts about cars and car 

consumption in America: 

 

• With less than 5% of the world population, the U.S. has 

34% of the automobiles. 

• 60-65% of land in and near large U.S. cities goes to 

transportation 

• Six million underground gasoline & oil storage tanks fill 

the U.S., some 500,000 already leaking 

• One billion gallons of motor oil are used yearly in the U.

S., of which about 1/4 ends up in the environment 

• The U.S. produces over 9 million metric tons of nitrogen 

oxides per year, a leading cause of smog. 

 

The historical trend reads that energetically inefficient 

transportation modes have displaced more efficient 

ones –The percentage of U.S. urban passenger-miles by 

mass transit by 1970 had dropped to 6%. That number 

has dropped even further by 2003. 

 

Needless to say, I was thrilled when I heard recently that 

sales of the Hummer have declined. According to a recent 

(Continued on page 6) 
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(Continued from page 1) 

acquired ‘bookends’ for the beautiful 

Deering Estate, expanding the Estate 

by 31 acres of coastal property on the 

south and by 41 acres on the north. 

EEL assisted the Park & Recreation 

Dept. in the purchase of a property 

which will be used to re-hydrate Deer-

ing Hammock. EEL has doubled the 

size of the Nixon Smiley Pineland and 

Castellow Hammock. EEL also buys 

freestanding properties, such as 76 

acres of the Boystown pineland, just 

north of Tamiami Airport, which was 

the largest pineland remaining in pri-

vate hands at the time of purchase. 

EEL’s largest acquisition effort, the 

31,000 acre South Dade Wetlands 

Project is ongoing. Almost 15,000 

acres have been acquired to date. 

 

Land Selection 

 

The EEL Program is governed by 

Chapter 24A of the County Code. Cri-

teria for evaluating environmental 

lands for acquisition are the biological 

health, vulnerability, and manageabil-

ity of each proposed site.  Critical to 

the site selection process are the citi-

zen volunteers who are appointed by 

the County Commission to sit on the 

Land Acquisition Selection Committee 

(LASC).  For 14 years, LASC members 

have diligently reviewed site evalua-

tions, braved bugs and weather to 

inspect sites, hold public hearings and 

recommended sites to the Commis-

sion for acquisition. The current TAS 

President, Joe Barros, has served on 

the LASC for most of its history. 

 

Land Management 

 

In effect, lands which qualify for ac-

quisition by EEL, also qualify for man-

agement by EEL. Controlling invasive 

exotics has been the major focus of 

the land management program. This 

year EEL assumed responsibility for 

managing and additional 2000 acres 

of natural areas in existing parks, a 

tribute to both its funding and its suc-

cess. Now that exotics are being man-

aged on the sites, EEL will begin plan-

ning for trails and interpretive signs 

so that more of the sites can be ac-

cessible to the public. 

 

Grants 

 

To stretch the funds available, EEL 

has regularly sought matching funds 

and acquisition partners. The value of 

land acquired by EEL and other agen-

cies in partnership with EEL is $75.1 

million. EEL has secured some $34 

million of this total in matching 

grants, joint acquisition agreements, 

and donations. Most of this money 

was received through the State’s un-

precedented land acquisition bond 

programs, Preservation 2000 and 

Florida Forever. Matching grants for 

land management are more difficult 

to find, and have totaled $170,000  

from the State’s Bureau of Invasive 

Plant Management grants. 

 

Bottom Line 

 

Largely because of grants, EEL is not 

yet out of money. However, there re-

mains un-acquired some 258 acres of 

hammock, 718 acres of pineland, and 

20,000 acres of wetlands already ap-

proved for acquisition. New acquisi-

tion money from the GOB will assure 

that more of this land can be bought. 

New GOB dollars will also assure that 

existing funds will also be available for 

managing lands for at least anther 15 

years. With the GOB, EEL can plan for 

the future rather than plan for going 

out of business. For all of its life EEL 

has been full of good news -- in ac-

quisition, land management, and co-

operative partnerships. We all need all 

the good news we can get. 

Environmentally Endangered Lands and the GOB 

T 

he General Obligation Bond (GOB) Special 

Election will be held on Tuesday, November 2.  

The GOB will appear on ballots in the form of 8 

separate questions, covering a vast array of projects 

like flood control, museums, health care, and bike-

ways.  Over the past several months, the County 

has been gathering input on what issues needed to 

be included in the GOB.  TAS, working with Audu-

bon of Florida and other local environmental groups, 

played a pivotal role in ensuring that funding was al-

located to the Environmentally Endangered Lands 

(EEL) program and a new Purchase of Development 

Rights (PDR) program.  The EEL program is seek-

ing monies to continue the acquisition and manage-

ment of important natural areas (see related article).  

The PDR program seeks to preserve land for farm-

ing by paying agricultural land owners for not con-

verting their land to residential or commercial devel-

opment.  Both of these worthy programs help to pre-

serve open space, maintain aquifer recharge areas, 

protect our watersheds, slow expensive sprawl, and 

save habitat for our wonderful wildlife.  These pro-

grams are included under the ballot item “Construct  

and Improve Parks and Recreational Facilities.” 

 

- Cynthia Guerra 

A Message from Cynthia 
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TAS General Meeting and  

Conservation Meeting Schedule 

General Meetings are held the 2nd Wed. 

of every month, and Conservation Meet-

ings are held the 4th Wed. of every 

month. Members and non-members alike 

are welcome to join us at the Doc Thomas 

House (5530 Sunset Dr., Miami) for our 

monthly meetings. The doors open at 

7:30pm and the presentations begin at 

8pm. Below is the schedule for Septem-

ber - October. If you would like to suggest 

an idea for a future presentation, please 

call 305-667-7337. 

 

Wed, Sept. 8 — Tom Lodge:  “The 

Everglades Handbook: Under-

standing the Ecosystem”  

second edition - a new release from 

CRC Press ($49.95)”  

 

Author Tom Lodge will present the 

challenges in writing this book from 

the perspective of the greatly ex-

panded scientific literature and public 

interest that has arisen in the ten 

years since the first edition. Among 

many topics, he will cover aquifer stor-

age and recovery, new tree island sci-

ence, water flow unknowns, Lake 

Okeechobee, the Big Cypress 

Swamp, new invasive species, contro-

versy over the Endangered Species 

Act, wading-bird success, mercury 

issues, and the expanded understand-

ing of the role of ancient Native Ameri-

cans on the evolution of South Florida 

landscapes. Copies will be available 

for sale and author's signature 

(benefiting TAS). 

 

Wed, Sept. 22 – Conservation Meet-

ing: Miami-Dade County Growth 

Management 101 

 

TAS presents an introduction to the 

Comprehensive Development Master 

Plan and Land Use Policies.  Mark 

Woerner, Section Supervisor of the 

Miami-Dade County Metropolitan 

Planning Section, will present an over-

view of the Miami-Dade County Com-

prehensive Development Master Plan 

and Land Use Policies. His power-

point presentation will include a dis-

cussion of the Urban Development 

Boundary, the Urban Expansion Area, 

the Evaluation and Appraisal Report, 

and the process by which land use 

amendments are reviewed by the 

County Commission.  During the 

meeting, we will have the opportunity 

to discuss environmental issues fac-

ing South Florida and how TAS is 

working to affect changes. 

 

Wed, Oct. 13: “Florida Keys Wild-

flowers” Roger Hammer: “Florida 

Keys Wildflowers” – a new release 

from Falcon Press ($23.95) 

 

Roger Hammer, famous local Nature 

Man, will present a slide program on 

his new book on the wildflowers of the 

Florida Keys.  This book is the ulti-

mate field guide to plants of the ecore-

gion from Soldier Key to the Marque-

sas Keys, including the Dry Tortugas.  

Autographed copies of the book will 

be on sale. Roger is always irrever-

ently entertaining and the program 

should be fun. 

 

Wed, Oct. 27 – Conservation  Meet-

ing – All About EEL (No, not the 
fishy kind!) TAS presents an intro-
duction to the Miami-Dade County 
Environmentally Endangered Lands 
Program (EEL).  Emily Young, Pro-
gram Director of EEL, will present 
an overview of the Miami-Dade 
County EEL program and the pro-
posed funding for EEL in the Gen-
eral Obligation Bond Program that 
County residents will be voting on in 
November. Come and learn about 
this progressive land preservation 
program that has over ten years of 
demonstrated success in South 
Florida. 
 

TAS Workdays 
 

Want to learn about native plants, 

help Tropical maintain our native 

landscape at the Doc Thomas 

House and get your hands dirty? 

We need you! Show up anytime be-

tween 8:30-noon and you will find a 

host of hard workers. This is a great 

opportunity for students to earn 

community service hours.  Work-

days will be held September 11, and 

October 16. 

 

T 

he fifth annual Audubon Assem-

bly will be held in St. Petersburg, 

in conjunction with the Florida Birding 

& Nature Festival. The Assembly will 

take place at the Hilton St. Peters-

burg, while the Florida Birding & Na-

ture Festival unfolds at Eckerd Col-

lege, a ten-minute ride away, making 

this an unforgettable weekend for na-

ture enthusiasts. 

Audubon's collaboration with the 

state's premier birding festival results 

in a fantastic array of workshops, field 

trips, and programs for Assembly par-

ticipants. Meet environmentalists and 

birders from across the state, re-unite 

with old friends, and catch up on the 

latest birding techniques and new 

birding "hot spots". Join with Audubon 

of Florida, a leader in conservation, to 

help define Audubon's 2005 Florida 

Action Agenda. Participate in crucial 

decisions with environmental activists 

and chapter leaders from across the 

state to set Audubon's Florida Action 

Agenda for 2005. Seize this important 

opportunity to make a difference and 

help shape conservation. 

 

Conference costs are underwritten by 

Audubon of Florida and Assembly 

sponsors, thereby keeping participant 

costs to a minimum. Early conference 

registration (through September 15) 

is $99.00. After that date registration 

cost is $150.00/person. Registration 

costs will also be offered a-la-carte 

for certain events.  Registration forms 

are available at  

www.audubonofflorida.org 
 

An Assembly Rate of $95 per night is 

being offered by the Hilton St. Peters-

burg, call them at 727-894-5000 by 

Sept. 15 for this special rate.  Any 

other questions should be directed to 

Katie Gill Warner at 407.539.5700 or 

kwarner@audubon.org 

AUDUBON ASSEMBLY 2004 

OCTOBER 24-26, 2002 
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(Continued from page 2) 

conspicuous in this almost treeless envi-

ronment. 

 

We entered sagebrush habitat at Dino-

saur National Monument, where Greater 

Sage Grouse were surprisingly common, 

especially at dusk. Other birds of note 

seen here were Chukar, Lazuli Bunting, 

Golden Eagle, and Western Tanager. Big-

horn Sheep were photographed in dra-

matic poses on the cliffs above us. At the 

monument’s quarry museum, the bones 

of dinosaurs that once lived in this area 

were seen unexcavated at their final rest-

ing-place, a streambed now turned side-

ways by geologic forces. 

 

 At our next national park, Great Basin in 

Nevada, campground birds included 

Western Scrub Jay, Western Wood Pe-

wee, Black-throated Gray Warbler, and 

MacGillivray’s Warbler. On a hike to a 

glacier (yes, Nevada has glaciers), Clark’s 

Nutcracker, Cassin’s Finch, and Red 

Crossbill were tallied, but not hoped-for 

Black Rosy Finches. Bristlecone Pines, 

the oldest trees in the world, were also 

seen along this trail. From Great Basin, it 

was onward and westward to northern 

California, with stops along the way pro-

ducing roadside sightings of White-faced 

Ibis, American Avocet, Yellow-headed 

Blackbird and Black-throated Sparrow. 

 

We would visit two national parks in north-

ern California, Lassen Volcanic in the 

Cascades, and Redwood on the coast. At 

Lassen, though the main road through the 

park was open, most of the high elevation 

trails were still under several feet of snow. 

A hike along a mountain stream produced 

the trip’s first American Dipper, as well as 

Olive-sided Flycatcher, Pine Siskin, Red-

breasted Nuthatch, and Orange-crowned 

and Wilson’s Warblers.  On an afternoon 

side trip to nearby MacArthur-Burney Falls 

State Park, one of California’s most reli-

able locations for Black Swift (and yet an-

other of my target birds), I would not leave 

disappointed, as I eventually observed 

several of these large swifts soaring over 

the falls.  Redwood National Park pro-

vided the first taste of Pacific coast bird 

life. Countless numbers of Common Mur-

res were scoped as they roosted on off-

shore rocks, while Black Oystercatchers 

were photographed on rocks closer to 

shore. Harbor seals were spotted cavort-

ing in the surf, while Western and Heer-

mann’s Gulls soared above.  Birds seen 

in the understory of the towering redwood 

forests included Winter Wren, Golden-

crowned Kinglet and Hutton’s Vireo. 

 

Gray Jays and Clark’s Nutcrackers were 

very conspicuous along the rim of Crater 

Lake, the volcanic caldera that is the 

namesake of Oregon’s only National 

Park. Vaux’s Swifts were occasionally 

seen soaring over the rim as well. A boat 

tour of the lake allowed us to disembark 

onto, then climb to the top of the cinder 

cone near the center of the lake, essen-

tially a volcano within a volcano. Our vol-

canic theme continued with a visit to 

Mount St. Helen National Monument, in 

southern Washington. Though much of 

the destruction was still evident even 24 

years after the eruption, much of the area 

in the blast zone is now covered in a 

beautiful carpet of wildflowers. Only after 

a wait of several hours did the clouds part 

enough for us to actually see the magnifi-

cent mountain itself. This would be just 

the beginning of the incredible sights that 

awaited us in Washington….. 

 

Part Two of Brian’s Summer Adventure will 

be in the next edition of the TAS Bulletin! 

Brian Rapoza’s Summer Birding Adventure 

(Continued from page 3) 

article by the Los Angles Times, Hummer sales continue 

to experience a decline after 10 months. Could it be that 

we are starting to buck the trend of bigger and better? 

Perhaps not, but its step in the right direction. Hybrid sales 

are booming - Prius sales are now up over 200% this 

year. 

 

Our community really does have a choice in turning this 

tide, before a rising tide starts to push farther North into 

the Everglades due to global warming. The Miami-Dade 

Citizen Transportation Plan is another step in the right di-

rection. Through enhancing and supporting sound alterna-

tive modes of transport, especially mass transit we can 

not only use our resources more efficiently, but also help 

lower income communities prosper by facilitating better 

access to employment opportunities. 

 

Another initiative that puts Miami-Dade on the map is the 

recent County purchase of a new fleet of hybrid trucks. 

That said, we have a long way to go. Local zoning laws 

and public policy making continue to favor sprawl, which 

creates a dependence on cars.  Citizen attention and ad-

vocacy must be directed to re-centralizing settlement, re-

ducing need to travel. Growth needs to be re-directed to 

the urban core instead of occupying agricultural land or 

the Everglades, existing unused and under-utilized par-

cels within Miami-Dade can be rebuilt to meet current 

needs. This is cheaper, more energy efficient, and leads 

to a more compact city surrounded by green space, with 

less reliance on the auto. 

 

Where do you fit into this picture? Speak up. Contact your 

County Commissioner and tell them that funding for mass 

transit, funding for land preservation, and sustainable 

growth directed at the urban core are your priorities. Get 

educated, be engaged. TAS is hosting special meetings in 

September and October on local growth management and 

land preservation issues in an effort to educate you on 

how local decisions are made in the County (see related 

meeting announcements and EEL article). To comment 

on this article or to learn how you can set up a meeting 

with your County Commissioner contact me at smay-

orga@audubon.org or 305-371-6399. 

 

Seeing Green” is a new column for The Bulletin exploring  

consumption issues and sustainable consumer choices  

that create a culture of conservation in South Florida. 

Seeing Green 
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Call 305-667-1651 for information on these events 

 

Aroid Show and Sale 

Sept. 18 & 19, 9:30 am to 4:30 pm  Presented by the International Aroid So-

ciety. 

 

Just Jackfruit 

Sept. 25, 9:30 am to 4:30 pm  At Just Jackfruit you will learn about this un-

usual fruit and how to grow it. Jackfruit trees will be available for purchase. 

 

Aki Matsuri, A Celebration of Japanese Culture 

Oct. 9 & 10, 9:30 am to 4:30 pm  Join us for a weekend of music including 

Taiko drumming, lectures, food, Ikebana demonstrations and other forms of 

art from Japan.  Presented in cooperation with the Consul of Japan. 

 

Wine Tasting at Fairchild 

Oct. 22, 8:00 – 10:00 pm  Sponsored by the Fairchild Palms, and presented 

by Leon's Wine and Liquor Center. Fairchild's young professionals volunteer 

organization.  Proceeds benefit Fairchild's programs in education, horticul-

ture, research and conservation. 

Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden Events 

I 
t's been 2 years since Florida Sea Grant 

and TAS partnered to bring the Monofila-

ment Recovery and Recycling Program to 

Miami-Dade County.  Since its humble be-

ginnings, over 1000 hours of volunteer time 

has been invested and over $10,000 have 

been donated to make the make the effort a 

success.  Outdoor recycling bins are now 

located in every county marina (except 

Matheson Hammock, which is on our to-do  

list), both Oleta River State Park and Bill 

Baggs State Park, the Sunny Isles Fishing 

Pier, Dinner Key Marina, Rickenbacher Ma-

rina and the Rickenbacher Causeway.  The 

next group of bins will be installed at the 

South Beach Jetty, the Miami Beach Ma-

rina, and the Miami Outboard Club.  If you 

are a boater or fisherman, keep your eyes 

out for the bins, and encourage your friends 

to recycle their line and spools.  If you are 

affiliated with a marina or boating club, we 

can work together to get the bins installed 

at your facility.  A recent visit to the Pelican 

Harbor Seabird Station reinforced how im-

portant this effort is, when a sickly pelican 

was dropped off and the x-rays revealed a 

three-inch fishing hook and line in its stom-

ach.  We have collected over 1500 pounds of line, mate-

rial that would most likely end up choking and entangling 

wildlife or posing a hazard to habitat.  These are results 

we can be proud of and you can help us continue to make 

this important program a success.  If you want to help, 

contact Cynthia at 305-667-7337. 

- Program Update -  

TAS Fishing Line Recycling Program is going 'Swimmingly' 

 

Eagle Scout Candidate Lyle Rodriguez and volunteers from his 

Scout Troop show off recently assembled recycling bins  

destined for Oleta River State Park and Haulover Marina 

The Dade Chapter of the Florida 

Native Plant Society meets Sept. 

28, at 7:30 pm at Fairchild Tropi-

cal Botanic Garden.   

 

Chuck McCartney will speak 

about "Those Wacky Orchids ... 

and How Our Native Species Fit 

In".   

 

The program will be followed by 

a plant raffle, refreshments and 

socializing. The meeting is free 

and open to the public.   

 

Call 305-255-6404 for more  

information or visit  

 

www.fnps.org/chapters/dade 

Florida Native Plant Society  
Meeting Announcement 



8 TAS CALENDAR 
CALENDAR OF WALKS, WORKDAYS, FESTIVALS, SALES, CLASSES - EVERYTHING YOU EVER WANTED TO DO WITH TROPICAL AUDUBON SOCIETY  

The specifics for Tropical's ongoing activities are indicated below.  In some cases, the trip leader has included his email address and phone number for direct contact.   

Otherwise, please call TAS at 305 667 PEEP (7337) or email tas007@tropicalaudubon.org, or see our web page http://tropicalaudubon.org for more information.    

Sat., Sept. 4 Virginia Key / Key Biscayne 

Bird Walk David Wright and Mary Ellen 

Ahearn lead birders through Virginia Key 

and Key Biscayne. Meet in the west end 

of the Seaquarium parking lot on the Rick-

enbacker Causeway at 7:30am. Partici-

pants will carpool to the state park. Costs 

include an entrance fee to the park and 

the causeway toll. 
 

Sun., Sept. 5 A.D. Barnes Park Bird 

Walk Gigi Pardo will lead birders through 

A. D. Barnes Park. Enter on SW 72nd 

Ave. just north of Bird Rd. (SW 40th St.) 

and take the first left to park near the 

baseball fields. Meet at 7:30am, returning 

at approximately 11:00am. 
 

Sat., Sept. 11 Corkscrew Swamp / Ft. 

Myers Beach Birding Brian Rapoza will 

lead an all day carpool event to Collier 

and Lee Counties. Meet at 6am at the 

east gate (on SW 55th Ave.) of the Doc 

Thomas property (5530 Sunset Drive, 

South Miami). There is an admission fee 

for Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary 

(discount for Audubon members). Bring 

lunch and wading shoes. 
 

Sun., Sept. 12 Matheson Hammock/

Fairchild Garden Bird Walk Joe Barros, 

John Boyd and Kevin Sarsfield will first 

lead birders through Matheson Hammock 

on Old Cutler Rd. immediately north of 

Fairchild Gardens. The group meets in 

the parking area on the left inside the park 

entrance at 7:30am. A walk in Fairchild 

Gardens follows at 10AM, with light re-

freshments following the walk for TAS and 

Fairchild members. Space is limited and 

reservations are required by August 21 for 

Fairchild walk; the gate fee will be waived. 
 

Sun., Sept. 12 Biking the South Dade 

Greenway Shannon Mayorga leads this 

26-mile trip on the Southern Glades Trail, 

a component of the South Dade Green-

way Network. The limestone gravel of the 

trail makes this trip suitable for hybrid 

bikes (fat tires) and mountain bikes. Road 

bikes are discouraged. The group meets 

at 8:00am in the Greenway parking area 

on SW 136th Street, west of Krome Ave-

nue at the C-111 Canal. Bring lunch and 

lots of water! Call Shannon at 305-371-

6399 or email smayorga@audubon.org.  
 

Sat., Sept. 18 Bill Baggs Cape Florida 

State Park Bird Walk Paul Bithorn leads. 

See Sept 4 for details. 
 

Sun., Sept. 19 A.D. Barnes Park Bird 

Walk Robin Diaz leads. See Sept. 5 for 

details. 
 

Sat., Sept. 25 Matheson Hammock Bird 

Walk Nancy Freedman will lead birders 

through Matheson Hammock on Old Cut-

ler Rd. immediately north of Fairchild Gar-

dens. The group meets in the parking 

area on the left inside the park entrance 

at 7:30am. Return is at approximately 

11:00am. 
 

Sun., Sept. 26 Kendall Indian Ham-

mocks Bird Walk Brian Rapoza will lead 

a group through Kendall Indian Ham-

mocks at 11345 SW 79th St. The en-

trance is on the west side of SW 112th 

Ave. at SW 79th St. The group meets in 

the parking area adjacent to the baseball 

field at 7:30am, returning at approximately 

11:00am. 
 

Sat., Oct. 2 Middle Keys Hawk Watch / 

Florida Keys Birding Festival This is an 

all day carpool event, led by John Boyd, 

to the official Keys hawkwatch site at 

Curry Hammock State Park (mile marker 

56). Meet at 6:30am at the east gate (SW 

55th Ave.) of the Doc Thomas property 

(5530 Sunset Drive, South Miami), or pro-

ceed directly to Curry Hammock State 

Park. Bring lunch. Call 305-667-7337, or 

check the Florida Keys Birding Festival 

website at http://www.keysbirdingfestival.

com for more information. 
 

Sun., Oct 3 A.D. Barnes Park Bird Walk 

Gigi Pardo leads. See Sept. 5 for details. 
 

Sat., Oct. 9 Bill Baggs Cape Florida 

State Park Bird Walk Ellen and Todd 

Snow lead. See Sept. 4 for details. 
 

Sun., Oct. 10 Beginning Botany Class at 

Matheson Hammock Park Rick Cohen 

will teach aspiring botanists while wander-

ing Matheson Hammock. Reservations 

required by Sept. 26. Call 305-667-7337 

for more info. Fee: $10.00 members, 

$12.00 nonmembers. 
 

Thurs. and Sat., Oct. 14 and 16 Learn to 

bird! Birding 101 with Bob Kelley This 

is a 2-part program focusing on the birds, 
beasts and butterflies of 
South Florida. On Thurs., 
Oct. 14 at the Doc Thomas 
House (5530 Sunset, Miami), 
Bob will cover nature watch-
ing basics and present slides 
of some of our native spe-
cies. On. Sat., Oct. 16, you 
can put this newly found 
knowledge to use on a walk 

in a local park. Contact Bob, or call 305-
666-9246 for more information. Fee re-
quired: $10 for an individual TAS mem-
ber/$15 for TAS member families / $15 for 
nonmember individuals/ $20 for nonmem-
ber families (family prices include as 
many kids as you want to bring). Children 
and adults will enjoy this class. We would 
love to see more people of all ages inter-
ested in our unique natural heritage! 
 

Sat., Oct. 16 South Dade Birding 

John Boyd will lead this all day carpool 

trip, which may include stops at Lucky 

Hammock, Mary Krome Park, and Dump 

Marsh. Meet at 7:00am in the parking lot 

of the Burger King on US1 in Florida City 

(just after the end of the turnpike). This is 

an all day trip. Bring lunch. 
 

Sun., Oct. 17 A.D. Barnes Park Bird 

Walk Bill Boeringer and Kevin Sarsfield 

lead. See Sept. 5 for details. 
 

Sat., Oct. 25 Wakodahatchee Wetlands 

Birding Ellen and Todd Snow will lead 

this carpool trip. Meet at 7:30am at Wako-

dahatchee (13026 Jog Road, about 1.5 

miles north of Atlantic Avenue in Delray 

Beach, Palm Beach County.) Bring lunch. 
 

Sat., Oct. 30 Shark Valley / Loop Road 

Birding Paul Bithorn and Juan Villamil 

will lead this carpool trip. Meet at 7am at 

the east gate (SW 55th Ave.) of the Doc 

Thomas property (5530 Sunset Drive, 

South Miami). Bring lunch. 
 

Sun., Oct. 31 Charles Deering Estate 

Nature Walk Rick Cohen will emphasize 

the botanical and geological features 

found in the 420 acre park. The park en-

trance is located just east of Old Cutler 

Rd. on SW 168th Street. Wear sturdy 

shoes. Bring water, hat, and bug spray. 

Rating: easy to moderate. Reservations 

required by October 17. Call 305-667-

7337 for more info. This is a popular out-

ing and space is limited so call early! Fee: 

$10.00 members, $12.00 nonmembers 

includes Deering entrance fee. 
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