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D 

o you remember Tropical Audu-

bon’s success at Old Cutler Bay 

in 1990? Here are the important facts 

of this old story: In July of 1987 devel-

oper Raul Planas filed a dredge and 

fill application for a large golf course 

development east of Old Cutler Road 

and south of the Burger King head-

quarters building. The project, called 

old Cutler Bay Estates, proposed to 

destroy 197 acres of jurisdictional wet-

lands adjacent to Biscayne National 

Park. Tropical Audubon, together with 

all of the other conservation organiza-

tions in Dade county, opposed the 

project because of its massive impact 

on mangrove wetlands. The bay is 

part of Biscayne National Park and an 

Outstanding Florida Water. Because 

of the development’s size and impact 

three biologists from the EPA and the 

Corps of engineers inspected the site 

and flagged a “development line” 

which separated the viable, productive 

mangrove wetlands to the east from 

the degraded, Brazilian Pepper cov-

ered wetlands to the west. This line 

became known as the “EPA line”. It 

was a practical, fair and reasonable 

answer to the complex question of 

wetland protection. Months and years 

of meetings, negotiations, objections 

and plan changes followed. By the 

end of 1989 the EPA felt that a great 

deal of progress had been made and 

that further resistance to the develop-

ment would not be cost effective. In 

January of 1990 two board members 

of Tropical Audubon did a rough sur-

vey and were able to show a signifi-

cant misrepresentation of the EPA line 

on the developer’s maps. All hell 

broke loose. The EPA, stung by this 

attempted deception took a firm stand 

and the developer pulled his plans 

completely back to the west side of 

the EPA line. We thought we had won 

this contest. The Corps issued the 

permit for the redesigned project on 

December 31, 1990. Old Cutler Bay 

Development Corporation went bank-

rupt in May, 1992. The banks took 

over. 

 

Ten years later Shoma Development 

Corporation bought the land and in the 

summer of 2002 land clearing, de-

mucking and fill operations began. But 

all was not well. We learned of what 

looked like illegal wetland destruction 

east of the EPA line. Where could we 

find old surveys or maps of the EPA 

line? We turned to the EPA and the 

Corps of Engineers. The EPA pro-

vided a copy of an old aerial photo-

(Continued on page 8) 

~Seven Acres of Mangrove~ 

T 

here are new large developments, of Aventura-like 

density, being proposed near Florida City and west 

(yes, I said west) of Kendall. The County Commission will 

be reviewing whether or not to move the Urban Develop-

ment Boundary to accommodate these developments items 

in the coming months. These projects threaten natural ar-

eas, water supply, Everglades and Biscayne Bay restora-

tion, and will add additional traffic to our already overbur-

dened systems. TAS will be visiting with County Commis-

sioners to voice our concerns, but we need your help. If you 

would be willing go with TAS representatives to meet with 

your Commissioner, please call Cynthia at 305-667-7337. 

TAS needs your help! 

Urban Development  
Boundary Under Attack  ! 
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Tropical Audubon Society (TAS) is a group of dedicated citizens 

who care about the quality of South Florida’s environment. 

Established in 1947, we are a chapter of National Audubon 

Society and Florida Audubon Society. Our headquarters, the 

Doc Thomas House, is a Dade County Historic site on three sub-

tropical acres of native habitat in South Miami. 

 

Tropical Audubon’s purposes are: 

1) Conservation: to work toward protection of the natural world 

and to promote wise stewardship of natural resources, especially 

native plants and animals and their habitat. 

2) Education: to promote, among members and  the public of all 

ages, an understanding and appreciation of nature, the 

environment, and ecological relationships. 

3) Enjoyment: as a society of members with compatible interests, 

to enjoy together the study and protection of nature. We believe 

in the wisdom of nature’s design. We seek to foster and promote 

ecological conscientiousness in our community. 

 

Editor: Cathy Coates 

Desk Top Publishing: Steven Mumford 

 

Tropical Audubon Bulletin, the official newsletter of the 

Tropical Audubon Society, is published bimonthly by the 

Tropical Audubon Society, a non-profit, 501(c) (3) tax-exempt 

organization. Throughout this newsletter, “TAS” refers to the 

Tropical Audubon Society, while “DTH” refers to the Doc 

Thomas House, the site of our office located at 5530 Sunset 

Drive; Miami, Florida 33143. The phone number is (305) 667-

7337. Membership rate, $20 per year. Please make your checks 

payable to Tropical Audubon Society, and mail to our office 

(address above). Articles, news of events, original drawings, and 

letters to the Editor are welcomed, and should be submitted to 

the TAS office 4 weeks prior to each by-monthly publication. It 

would be preferable if your copy were submitted via the 

internet. See the "About TAS" section of our website for more 

information. 

 

Visit Tropical Audubon on the internet at: 

http://tropicalaudubon.org 

I 
n early 2004, the Board of Directors participated in 

a Retreat to track recent accomplishments of the 

Chapter and to plan for the future. Many significant 

achievements have been realized since 2002, includ-

ing the hiring of an executive director, the revision of 

the by-laws and the steady and growing financial 

support of the organization by the Board members. 

TAS is proud of its accomplishments and would like 

to recognize some of them here: 

 

Bird-a-thon 
 

Board member David Wright has led the Birdathon in 

2002, 2003 and 2004. In its short history it already is 

one of TAS’s largest fundraising events and it is our 

goal is to make it an even larger event each year. 

Many Board members and chapter members have 

participated in this great event that brings birders and 

non-birders together in a friendly competition. The 

“Life is Good” team led by Paul Bithhorn won in 2002 

and 2003 with over 140 species in a 24 hour period. 

  

New Walks, Activities and Leaders 

 

Brian Rapoza, chairperson for the Activities Commit-

tee, continues to dazzle us with his great calendar of 

activities year after year. In 2003 and 2004, we have 

included a number of new fieldtrips other than the 

traditional TAS birdwalks. Rick Cohen’s plant & na-

ture walks to the Fakahatchee Strand, Florida Trail, 

and the Charles Deering Estate have not only 

brought out different members to TAS activities, but 

they have also provided a source for new fund rais-

ing. Other exciting trips include an overnight canoe 

trip through the Everglades and a Florida Keys & Dry 

Tortugas bird trip, both lead by David La Puma. An-

other of the new fieldtrips is a bike trip down the Old 

Ingram Highway by Shannon Mayorga. Adding these 

trips to the already numerous events sponsored by 

TAS is phenomenal. There is no other chapter in the 

state and maybe nationally that has as many events 

available to its members. 

Tropical Audubon Society Enjoys  
Recent Accomplishments 

Other Contributors:  John Atkinson, Patricia Hamilton 

Painted Bunting 

($100 - $249) 

Joseph D & Florence B Swain 

Huber Parsons 

Toby and Mel Davidow    

 

White-Crowned Pigeon 

 ($50 -$99) 

Nancy Goodridge 

Lisa and Robert Better 

Thanks To Our Donors!! 

THE FOLLOWING GENEROUS INDIVIDUALS AND  

ORGANIZATIONS HAVE CONTRIBUTED  

SINCE THE LAST BULLETIN.  

AS ALWAYS, WE APPRECIATE YOU!  

Roseate Spoonbill  

($1,000 - $4,999) 

Dennis Olle 

 

Great White Heron  

($250 - $499) 

Bob Kelley 

Lisa Anness 

Improvement in the Grounds 
 

Board member George Gann has dedicated himself to monthly 

workdays at the Doc Thomas House and Botanical Garden. He 

kicked off 2002 with the help of fellow Board members Gary 

Hunt and Amy Kimball-Murley in the acquiring of a Miami-Dade 

County grant that allowed for the initial plantings of a pine rock-

land restoration at our site. Together with other groups, like 

Treemendous and Fairchild Botanical Gardens, the site was 

prepared and 99 trees were planted. The monthly workdays 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Dade Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society  

meetings are held at Fairchild Tropical Garden,  

10901 Old Cutler Road, and are free and open to  

the public. The meetings begin at 7:30 and include  

a plant raffle and refreshments after the program.  

 

Tuesday, May 25. Adrian Hunsberger, Urban Horticulture 

Agent with the UF/Miami-Dade County Extension, will 

speak on "Native Plant Pests: The Bad and the Ugly". 

Even native plants are susceptible to plant pests. Learn 

which insects are true pests, which ones need to con-

trolled, and how to manage them with least-toxic methods 

based on research. Updates on recent, serious pests, 

such as lobate lac scale, will also be discussed. 

 

For more information call DCFNPS at 305-255-6404  

or visit www.fnps.org/chapters/dade 

(Meetings are at Fairchild Tropical Garden at 7:30) 

Dade Chapter Florida Native Plant Society  

Upcoming Events 

By Cynthia Guerra and Joe Barros 

 

W 

e appreciate all of our volunteers and are de-

lighted to have programs that motivate people to 

action.    Our volunteers help to keep the following efforts 

successful: 

v Pineland/Hammock Restoration – TAS is enhancing a 

one-acre pineland and hammock community on our 

property through planting of appropriate natives and 

exotic removal.   

v Native Plant Sales –Volunteers help with plant deliver-

ies and maintenance, and provide customer service 

during the 2-day sales events.  

v Monofilament Recycling Program – TAS is installing 

recycling bins throughout Miami-Dade County to re-

duce the adverse impacts imposed on coastal habitat 

and marine wildlife by improperly discarded line.  TAS 

volunteers help install bins, conduct clean-ups, and do 

community outreach. 

v Natural Resources Library – TAS maintains an exten-

sive natural resources library, and sells duplicate 

books at their plant sales.  Volunteers help to keep 

shelves in order and catalogue books. 

 

v Educational Programs – TAS hosts about 8 educa-

tional programs per year, also free and open to the 

general public.  Volunteers coordinate the events and 

provide the presentations. 

v Mailings – TAS coordinates volunteers to assist with 

mailings (stuffing and labeling envelopes) to our 

membership. 

 

      Have other ideas?   

Want to get involved on a different level?   

Here are some other ways you can help: 

 

v Board Members: We are always searching for unique 

individuals who would like to dedicate a small amount 

of time but a great part of their heart to improving the 

South Florida environment. Being a TAS Board mem-

ber means that you would attend Board meetings 

once a month and join at least one of the committees 

that would be of interest to you. Our committees in-

clude the Activities committee, Conservation commit-

tee, Environmental Education committee, House and 

Grounds committee, Budget, Finance and Develop-

ment committee, Membership committee and the 

Public Relations committee. We are a busy chapter 

there is much work to do. 

(Continued on page 5) 

GIVE TAS A HAND!!  
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F 

lorida's close proximity to 

the West Indies makes it the 

most obvious location to search for 

Caribbean birds that accidentally 

stray to our shores. In late March, 

birders in northern Palm Beach 

County found one such rarity, a 

Black-faced Grassquit, at Jupiter 

Ridge Preserve. Common 

throughout much of the West In-

dies, this was the second sighting 

for our area within the last year. 

The last sighting, in Everglades 

National Park back in September, 

sent birders scurrying from all over 

the country in the hope of adding 

this rather drab little sparrow to 

their life lists. Much more colorful, 

but currently uncountable, a Red-

legged Honeycreeper discovered 

at Royal Palm Hammock was the 

undeniable highlight of a beginning 

bird walk there in late February. 

This was the fourth south Florida 

sighting for this tropical species in 

the past year. The origin of these 

birds, all adult males and a com-

mon species in the pet trade, re-

main a mystery. 

 

If you really want to see Caribbean 

birds, the most obvious place to 

visit is the Caribbean! This past 

March, a group of TAS birders, 

including myself, did just that, jour-

neying to the beautiful island of 

Puerto Rico. Led by Larry Man-

fredi, we were able to find over 

one hundred species, including 

every endemic except one. Of 

course, the one we missed was 

one of the rarest birds in the world. 

Here's my trip report: 

 

Arriving in San Juan, we were 

greeted at the airport by Greater 

Antillean Grackles. A lunch stop 

produced our first Bananaquit, as 

well as Zeneida and White-winged 

Doves, Gray Kingbirds, and a 

Magnificent Frigatebird. Heading 

to the southwestern part of the is-

land, we first stopped in the Lago 

Cidra area south of San Juan, 

home of a small population of 

Plain Pigeons. We found several 

of these beautiful birds near the 

town of Comerio (why they're 

called "Plain" is beyond me). While 

in the area, we also spotted our 

first Yellow-faced and Black-faced 

Grassquits, an Antillean Mango, 

and a pair of adorable Puerto Ri-

can Todys. We then continued on 

to our mountaintop lodge for the 

first two nights, the beautiful and 

historic La Hacienda Juanita, in 

Maricao. 

 

We birded the grounds of the 

lodge the next morning, finding our 

first Puerto Rican Tanager, Puerto 

Rican Spindalis, Puerto Rican and 

Black-whiskered Vireos, Puerto 

Rican Bullfinch, Puerto Rican 

Woodpecker, Greater Antillean 

Oriole, Loggerhead Kingbird, 

Scaly-naped Pigeon, Pearly-eyed 

Thrasher, and Red-legged Thrush. 

Puerto Rican Emerald, Green 

Mango, and a female Antillean 

Euphonia were spotted right in the 

courtyard of the lodge. An after-

noon drive on Route 120 to nearby 

Maricao Forest produced (after 

considerable searching) our first 

Elfin Woods Warblers, a species 

only discovered in 1971. A late-

night walk on the road above the 

lodge produced a pair of Puerto 

Rican Screech Owls, spotted just 

as the battery of my spotlight was 

beginning to fade. For me, this 

was world bird #1000! 

 

The next day, we headed down 

Route 120 again towards Guanica, 

stopping to bird along the way. At 

our most productive stop, we 

found our one and only Puerto Ri-

can Pewee for the trip, as well as a 

female Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 

a rare migrant on the island. We 

also heard, but couldn't locate a 

Ruddy Quail Dove, despite clam-

bering up (and down again) a 

treacherously steep hillside. Along 

the way, we also found another 

Elfin Woods Warbler, as well as a 

nesting pair of Puerto Rican 

Woodpeckers. 

 

We arrived at Guanica Forest in 

mid-afternoon. Only a few feet 

past the gate, and within a matter 

of minutes, we spotted our first 

Adelaide's Warblers, Puerto Rican 

Flycatchers, and six Puerto Rican 

Lizard Cuckoos! Mangrove Cuck-

oos were heard but not seen. Fur-

ther up the road, we found our first 

Caribbean Elaenia. After stopping 

briefly at the park visitor's center, 

we headed to our lodging for the 

night in La Parguera. Before Larry 

even had a chance to check us in, 

the rest of us were poolside, spot-

ting our first Yellow-shouldered 

Blackbirds, a beautiful yet endan-

gered endemic most easily seen 

right at our lodge. We also saw in 

the nearby mangroves Golden 

Warblers, the Caribbean race of 

Yellow Warbler. We finished our 

day back at Guanica Forest, first 

hearing, and then getting great 

looks at a Puerto Rican Nightjar, a 

species once thought to be extinct.  

 

A drive through La Paguera the 

next morning produced "Antillean" 

Clapper Rails, as well as the first 

of Puerto Rico's many introduced 

species, Warbling Silverbills and a 

single Bronze Mannikin. On a drive 

around nearby Laguna Cartegena, 

we spotted Troupials, Pin-tailed 

Whydahs, and a Yellow-crowned 

Bishop, as well as our first Carib-

bean Martins. A visit to the dra-

matic cliffs at Cabo Rojo produced 

Brown Booby and American Oys-

tercatcher. Several species of 

shorebirds, as well as a Gull-billed 

Tern were seen in or around the 

nearby salt flats. After lunch in Bo-

queron, where we spotted a large 

flock of Orange Bishops, we 

headed for the cliffs of Quebradil-

las, on the island's north coast, 

where Larry was able to get spec-

tacular video of White-tailed 

Tropicbirds flying into their nest 

holes on the face of the cliff. We 

then drove on to the island's east-

ern coast, and our lodging for our 

last two nights, in Fajardo. 

 

The next morning, we found both 

Antillean Crested Hummingbird 

and Green-throated Carib right on 

the grounds of the hotel. A 1-1/2 

hour ferry ride took us to Culebra 

Island, where we were hoping to 

see nesting seabirds. We didn't 

find any seabirds (other than Brown 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Miami, FL, Monday, March 22, 2004 -- David Anderson 
has been named state director of Audubon of Florida, the 
state program of the National Audubon Society. He will 
begin his new assignment on April 5, and will work out of 
Miami. 
 
Anderson brings a wealth of experience to Audubon. As 
Director of the San Francisco Zoo, he is credited with 
helping modernize and refurbish the institution, including 
leading a $25 million capital campaign that brought about 
major new construction and design of intensive interactive 
components to the Zoo. Anderson also initiated a suc-
cessful effort to privatize the Zoo in 1993 in order to in-
crease funding and bring more focused governance to the 

institution. A life-long conservationist, experienced curator, 
and highly successful fundraiser, Anderson also served as 
Associate Director and General Curator at the Audubon 
Park and Zoological Gardens in New Orleans, Louisiana, 
where he oversaw new exhibit construction - including the 
design and opening of six new exhibit complexes - fund-
raising and supervision of the educational department. 
 
"I am excited about leading Audubon of Florida into its 
second century of conservation," said Anderson, 
"Audubon's statewide conservation agenda is well estab-
lished, and I look forward to working with the staff and 
board to make it happen." For more information, visit 
http://www.audubon.org/news/press_releases/ 

David Anderson Named State Director Of Audubon Florida 

(Continued from page 3) 

v Program Chair: This is a position for that special per-

son who likes to organize events. The event is simple, 

our membership meetings. Most important is arrang-

ing for the speaker, though you could take the position 

further. We meet once a month nine months a year.  

v Event Coordinator:  We have so many great ideas for 

all types of special events like membership recruit-

ment parties, natural film screenings, arts and crafts 

sales, trips, and volunteer appreciation events, but we 

really need an individual or two to spearhead these 

efforts. 

v Fundraising Volunteer:  Do you have experience fund-

raising and grant-writing?  We have many dreams for 

new programs or improvements to the Doc Thomas 

House and Botanical Garden, all we need is a little 

help moving towards our goals. 

v Volunteer Coordinator:   We 

have many dedicated volunteers 

and more who would like to give 

there time and energy, but no one 

to put together our needs with each 

individuals strengths and wishes.  

Having a coordinator to plug in the 

right person is key.  

v Doc Thomas House Docents:  

Cynthia is our lone employee and is 

often involved with off-site conser-

vation issues; Karsten is also 

around but is involved with other 

projects. We need a good group of 

individuals who would like to wel-

come visitors, sharing the history of 

the Doc Thomas house and Tropi-

cal Audubon, answering the phone, 

watching bird activity on the prop-

erty and being present to help keep 

our Miami-Dade County Historical 

site open to the public.  

Would you like to help? Call us at 

305-667-7337, we would love for 

you to join the TAS team! 

It‘s Easy to Help Save What you Hold Dear!  

 

T 

he County is still holding public hearings to gather input on what issues should 

be included in the new General Obligation Bond after the Decade of Progress 

Bonds retire. Many important countywide initiatives are being considered. This is your 

opportunity to tell the county what your priorities are. TAS encourages you to support 

those efforts that will help to preserve our environment and protect our diminishing 

open spaces. For example, the Parks Department is seeking funding to improve and 

maintain existing facilities and develop new area-wide parks. The Environmentally En-

dangered Lands Program is seeking monies to continue the acquisition of important 

natural areas and to fund new tasks related to assuming the management of natural 

areas in existing County parks.  

 

Additionally, the recently completed Agriculture and Rural Lands Study has recom-

mended a Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) program to preserve land for agri-

culture. These programs are voluntary and the land owner is paid for NOT developing 

the property. A PDR program would help to retain agriculture land and would provide 

other benefits to the county such as: maintaining watershed and aquifer recharge ar-

eas; slowing expensive sprawl thereby allowing infrastructure money to be placed in 

areas needing redevelopment; continuing domestic food supply; keeping the billion 

dollar agricultural industry and its jobs, open space, working landscape and important 

products for tourists and local visitors; and buffering two National Parks. 

 

You can visit www.miamidade.gov to tell County Administrators what you think. On the 

homepage, look for the “General Obligation Bond” link. This will take you to a page 

that provides links to information on the meeting schedule, and how to submit your 

comments electronically. Let the County know you support the Parks Department’s 

efforts to expand and enhance open space, the continuing support of the EEL pro-

gram, and that you support initiatives to retain agricultural land through a PDR  

program.  

 - Call to Action  -  
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(Continued from page 2) 

help further the restoration with new plantings that were 

rescued in 2003 from development, and needed maintenance. 

 

Also in the works is the parking and entrance designs for the 

property. George is working closely with TAS volunteers and 

supporters David and Paula Swetland to come up with a design 

that best suits an environmental organization such as TAS and 

enhances our visibility to our neighbors in South Miami, Coral 

Gables and Miami. 

 

Chickee Hut and Support Building Improvements 

 

Board members Jorge Khuly and Gary Hunt have done a five-

man job by inspecting the needs of our chickee hut and support 

building that had fallen into disrepair. They inspected the build-

ings, came up with a list of needs and a plan to renovate, and 

enlisted contractors. And if that was not enough, Jorge was able 

to talk some of the contractors into donating much of the sup-

plies needed to complete the work. 

 

Award winning Display at AoF Assembly 

 

Our own Cynthia Guerra and Board member Amy Kimball-

Murley worked hard to put together a wonderful TAS display 

that explains the TAS mission statement. The display is mobile 

and is used at the many events in which TAS participates. At 

the 2003 Audubon of Florida Annual Assembly, TAS came 

home with a second place ribbon for the display. It is profes-

sionally done and many thanks go out to Cynthia, Amy and 

Amy’s firm which donated much of the professional work in-

volved in putting it together. 

 

Plant Sales show Success 

 

What more can be said about the TAS Native Plant Sales. They 

are a tremendous success at many levels. Financially this is a 

great fund raising event for TAS and rain or shine we have not 

had anything short of success for over ten years. Civically, the 

Native Plant Sales are a great service to the community. At 

each sale we provide native plants from nurseries spanning 

three counties and bring them to one spot for all to shop. Our 

sales people, TAS members and volunteers, provide expert 

knowledge and experience to the customers educating them so 

that they can make the best choice for their garden. It has also 

turned out to be quite the social event with many native plant 

connoisseurs attending the sales to look for that rare plant that 

they do not yet own or to exchange plant stories with those that 

they have befriended at the plant sales. 

  

Karsten Rist estimates that TAS has pro-

vided over one thousand acres of restored 

native habitat to the South Florida commu-

nity. This is of great importance for the mi-

grating bird population, local water conser-

vation efforts, and reduction in fertilizer 

used in our ecosystem. 

 

Volunteers Enrich TAS 

 

In 2002, volunteers contributed 1,200 

hours to TAS. These numbers indicated 

that there were folks out there who were 

motivated to donate time and energy to our 

programs, so we set a target of increasing 

the investment made by volunteers in 2003 

by 25%. By the end of May, 2003, we had 

already realized 1391 volunteer-hours (a 

16% increase over the last calendar year). 

By the end of 2003, we had realized a total 

investment of 3250 volunteer-hours. This is 

an astonishing 170% increase over the 

previous calendar year! (See related arti-

cle.) 

 

These are but a few of the accomplish-

ments of which TAS is so proud, we did not 

detail our conservation victories (see re-

lated article - 7 acres). We manage to get 

along on a shoe-string budget with volun-

teer labor. Our grateful appreciation goes 

to one and all who contribute their wisdom, 

time and money. We are blessed to have 

such a committed extended family! 

(Continued from page 4) 

Booby), but we did spot a pair of White-

cheeked Pintails in a puddle at the air-

port! On the return trip, we had distant 

looks at what was possibly a Red-billed 

Tropicbird. After returning to Fajardo, we 

ended our day at nearby Caribbean Na-

tional Forest. This spectacular tropical 

rain forest is the home to one of the 

world's rarest birds, the critically endan-

gered Puerto Rican Parrot. Larry had 

inside information on a possible location 

to see the parrots, but on this night, it 

was not to be.  

 

We tried again the next morning, spot-

ting a Ruddy Quail Dove flying across 

the road as we drove through the forest. 

We were told by a member of the park's 

parrot captive breeding program that 

during the breeding season, most of the 

remaining wild parrots could be found on 

the opposite side of the forest. Because 

they do not engage in flocking behavior 

during this time, even there they would 

be extremely difficult to locate. This bird 

would have to wait for another trip. 

 

We ended our last day on the island at 

Humacao Wildlife Refuge, where we 

found Orange-cheeked Waxbills, White-

cheeked Pintails, Caribbean Coots, An-

tillean Crested Hummingbirds, Smooth-

billed Anis, and Mangrove Cuckoos. A 

drive through Old San Juan on our way 

to the airport failed to produce any of 

that area's many introduced species. A 

pair of Monk Parakeets at our lunch 

stop was our 103rd and final addition 

to our trip list. It should be noted that 

reaching 100 species is not to be ex-

pected on any trip to Puerto Rico. 

Larry's experience and planning made 

the difference on this incredible trip. 

You can be sure that his next trip to 

Puerto Rico will be just as productive, 

and knowing him, he'll even get that 

parrot! 

 

Back here in the Sunshine State, 

April's arrival meant the beginning of 

spring migration! >From Ft. Desoto to 

the Dry Tortugas, and every Florida 

hotspot in between, birders were out 

there enjoying the northbound parade 

of neotropical migrants. Hopefully, you 

took the opportunity to enjoy the pa-

rade, for by May, it'll be all but over. A 

complete wrap-up of migration results, 

including TAS Birdathon results, will 

come in the next issue. If a hectic 

schedule prevented you from partici-

pating in this annual spectacle, you 

can always see what you missed by 

checking out the Bird Board on the 

TAS web site, at tropicalaudubon.org 

Brian’s Birding Report 

TAS  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
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W 

hile that is not the exact line 

from the film The Graduate, 

this phrase became sort of a premoni-

tion for industrial societies around the 

world. The use of plastics by devel-

oped nations has permeated our lives. 

 

Let’s look at plastic bags. When you 

go the grocery store it’s assumed you 

need a plastic bag for the one small 

item you brought up to counter, even 

if you didn’t happen to struggle to lift it 

up to counter in the first place. Before 

you can say no, it’s been bagged, 

double bagged. 

 

I live in downtown Miami where evi-

dence of this transaction is particularly 

noticeable. Everyday during my morn-

ing pedestrian commute I see bags. 

Bags littering the street, vacant lots, 

everywhere, soon to be blown into 

Biscayne Bay, where some marine 

mammal will inadvertently see a jelly-

fish instead of a plastic bag. Accord-

ing to many estimates, this jellyfish will 

not break down for another 100 to 

1,000 years, a jellyfish that chokes 

thousands of marine mammals annu-

ally. 

 

According to estimates from the 

Chemical Market Associates, approxi-

mately 4-5 trillion plastic bags were 

manufactured in 2002. While this is a 

global account that includes large 

trash bags to thin grocery bags, it is a 

staggering reflection at how we have 

become enamored with a material to 

carry our groceries home that will out-

last our own lives by at least a cen-

tury. 80% of this consumption is in 

North America and Western Europe. 

 

Solid waste analysts rightly argue that 

these petrochemical creations use 20-

40 percent less energy to create than 

a paper bag, or that they take up less 

space in municipal landfills, or gener-

ate less air pollution than paper pro-

duction. However, many of those bags 

never make it to the landfill. According 

to a recent report by The Worldwatch 

Institute, several nations now have 

given wayward plastic bags nick-

names. In Ireland, plastic grocery 

bags are the “national flag”, aptly 

named after blowing around and 

hanging on fences. Or, in South Af-

rica, they are called the “national 

flower” due to their common occur-

rence on roadsides. 

 

The upside to all this is that there is 

an obvious and simple solution. Use 

less plastic bags. As Americans, we 

credit ourselves as an ambitious, 

creative people, so this suggestion 

should not be a dramatic setback to 

our quest for convenience and imme-

diacy.  To test this new exciting the-

ory, I have started carrying a re-

usable canvas bag with me at all 

times. Presto, grocery store- got the 

bag. Hardware store- got the bag. For 

you car people, just stow them in the 

trunk. Simple. 

 

Frequent Audubon partner Wild Oats 

Market has started an effective pro-

gram that has dramatically reduced 

consumption of bags and supported 

local Miami-Dade non-profits. 

Through voluntarily encouraging con-

sumers to reuse a bag during a shop-

ping trip, you receive a wooden token 

worth five cents that can be donated 

to a rotating monthly list of worthy 

groups.  

 

A voluntary simplistic act like carrying 

around our own re-usable bags for our 

purchases is a concept that can be 

challenging to integrate into our condi-

tioned lives, but when we consider the 

impacts our consumption has on our 

fragile Florida peninsula and the rest 

of our planet, it’s an easy choice to 

make. 

- Shannon Myorga 

 

“Seeing Green” is a new column for The Bulle-

tin exploring consumption issues and sustain-

able consumer choices that create a culture of 

conservation in South Florida. 

Seeing Green: “Plastics my boy, plastics.”  

FAIRCHILD EVENTS 
  

• Mother's Day Brunch at the Veranda Restaurant 

              Sun., May 9, call 305/667-1651, ext. 3345. 

 

• Bougainvillea Show and Sale 

              Sat.-Sun., May 15-16, 9:30a-4:30p 

 

• Cactus & Succulent Show and Sale 

              Fri.-Sun. May 28-30, 9:30a- 4:30p 

 

• Tropical Fern & Exotic Plant Show and Sale 

              Sat.-Sun., Jun, 5-6, 9:30a-4:30p 

 

• Bamboo Show and Sale 

              Sat.-Sun., Jun. 12-13, 9:30a-4:30p 

 

• Father's Day Brunch at the Veranda Restaurant 

              Sun., Jun. 20, call 305/667-1651, ext. 3345. 

For this year's Audubon Assembly - You won't want to miss it! 

 

October 7-10, 2004 

Hilton St. Petersburg 
 

This year’s Audubon Assembly will coincide with the Florida Bird-

ing and Nature Festival in St. Petersburg.  Come to enjoy the 

workshops offered by both of these events and a great selection 

of field trips offered by the Festival. Join other Florida Chapter 

members and leaders, wildlife professionals, environmental advo-

cates, scientists, politicians, agency personnel, students and oth-

ers to learn about our Environment and Audubon.  Help define 

the 2004 Conservation Priorities that will guide the Audubon of 

Florida Chapters and staff during the coming year.  Get together 

with old friends and make new ones.  Exchange ideas on Chap-

ter governance, conservation projects, education programs, fund-

raising, and other Chapter activities.  Look for more Assembly & 

registration information in the Spring edition of The Florida Natu-

ralist & on www.audubonofflorida.org 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
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Fri.-Sun., May  14-16 -  Bahama  

Islands Birding Larry Manfredi will 

lead this three day, two night trip to 

the Bahamas. Reservations and fee 

required. Contact Larry at 

birderlm@bellsouth.net, or call 305 

258 9607. 

 

Sun. May 16 - North Key Largo State 

Botanical Site. Birds, Butterflies 

and Native Plants Joe Barros will 

lead this trip to the largest remaining 

tract of coastal tropical hardwood 

hammock in the Florida Keys. Meet at 

7:30AM in the parking lot of the Bur-

ger King on US1 in Florida City (just 

after the end of the turnpike). After the 

birds retire, we will meet up with the 

Miami Blue chapter of the NABA for 

their field trip. Bring water and insect 

repellant. 

 

Sat., May 22 – Biscayne National 

Park Snorkeling Trip Jeff and Linda 

Weber, and Brian Rapoza will lead 

this trip out of Convoy Point in Bis-

cayne National Park. Meet at the 

Dante Fascell Visitor’s Center at 

1:00PM. There will be an entrance fee 

and snorkeling equipment provided by 

the National Park. Reservations are 

required. Call Biscayne National Park 

at 305 230 1100 for reservations and 

more information. 

 

Sat., May 29 - Workday at the Doc 

Thomas House Want to learn about 

native plants, help Tropical maintain 

our native landscape at the Doc Tho-

mas House and get your hands dirty?  

We need you!  Show up anytime be-

tween 8:30-noon and you will find a 

host of hard workers. 

TAS CALENDAR 
CALENDAR OF WALKS, WORKDAYS, FESTIVALS, SALES, CLASSES - EVERYTHING YOU EVER WANTED TO DO WITH TROPICAL AUDUBON SOCIETY  

The specifics for Tropical's ongoing activities are indicated below.  In some cases, the trip leader has included his email address and phone number for direct contact.   

Otherwise, please call TAS at 305 667 PEEP (7337) or email tas007@tropicalaudubon.org, or see our web page http://tropicalaudubon.org for more information.    

(Continued from page 1) 

graph which has the EPA line marked on it. The Corps 
had no information relevant to the old permit. Neither 
agency showed much interest in the apparent permit vio-
lations. A careful, scaled application of the EPA line to a 
current Shoma Homes map indicated that Shoma Homes 
was filling about seven acres of wetlands east of the EPA 
line. Was our 1992 success to be lost? We appealed to 
DERM (Department of Environmental Resources Man-
agement of Miami-Dade County) and asked DERM not to 
grant an extension of the current DERM fill permit #CC87-
166B. Attorney Paul J. Schwiep, a member of Tropical, 
helped us through hearings, appeals, negotiations and 
more hearings. 
 
In September of 2003 Shoma Homes submitted a modi-
fied development plan, giving up the easternmost five 
acres (300 ft) of the project and offering a substantial miti-
gation plan. This proposal was discussed at the EQCB 
hearing on October 9, 2003. The Environmental Quality 

Control Board members granted Shoma’s request for a 
variance from the requirements of Section 24-58.3(B), 
opening the way for Shoma to apply for a new DERM per-
mit. 
 
In November of 2003 Tropical Audubon, through its attor-
ney, Paul J. Schwiep, approached Shoma and offered to 
withdraw further objections to Shoma’s permit application 
in exchange for an additional 1.7 acre reduction in the 
footprint of the development at the end of SE196 Street, 
an area where the violation of the EPA line was especially 
obvious. Shoma agreed to this “additional mitigation”, 
bringing the total mitigation area to 6.75 acres. With these 
changes the violation of the old “EPA-line” was substan-
tially corrected. On November 12, 2003 Tropical Audubon 
agreed to withdraw any further objections to Shoma’s per-
mit application. 
 

Success! Again! 
 

This story gives you a feel for one of the battles 

Tropical Audubon has fought in its efforts to pro-

tect the environment of Miami-Dade County. 

Cynthia Guerra, our executive director, is fighting 

similar issues every day. Without our efforts Mi-

ami-Dade’s environment would tend to erode - 

seven acres at a time. 

- Karsten Rist 

~ Seven Acres of Mangrove ~ 
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TAS Honors Awarded at Annual Meeting 
 

O 

n Sunday, May 2, Tropical hosted a lovely gathering of friends 

and members for our annual meeting. This year, we welcomed 

Commission Jimmy L. Morales as our keynote speaker. After Commis-

sioner Morales’ thoughtful comments, Tropical was proud to honor 

Paul Schwiep, recipient of the 2004 Citizen Conservation Award, Re-

nate Skinner, recipient of the Government Conservation Award and 

John Ogden, recipient of the Charles M. Brookfield Award (TAS’ high-

est honor for outstanding service in protection of natural resources). All 

of our honorees have collectively invested decades of work towards 

protecting the environment in South Florida. We also gratefully ac-

knowledged the contributions of three Eagle Scouts, Ryan Just, Lyle 

Rodriguez and Michael Plana, for their work in our fishing line recycling 

program. Finally, we wished Cathy Coates, outgoing TAS Board Mem-

ber, a fond farewell. She will be missed by all! 


