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School Time at Tropical Audubon 

Illustration by Howard Beasley 

Thurs. and Sat., Oct. 6 and 8 — Learn to Bird! 

Birding 101 with Bob Kelley 

 

T 
his is a 2-part program focusing on the birds, 

beasts and butterflies of South Florida. On Thurs., 

Oct. 6 at the Doc Thomas House (5530 Sun-

set, Miami), Bob will cover nature watching 

basics and present slides of some of our na-

tive species. On Sat., Oct. 8, you can put this 

newly found knowledge to use on a walk in a 

local park.  

 

Contact Bob at tas005@tropicalaudubon.org, 

or at 305-666-9246 for more information. Fee 

required: $10 for an individual TAS member/

$15 for TAS member families / $15 for non-

member individuals/ $20 for nonmember families (family 

prices include as many kids as you want to bring). Chil-

dren and adults will enjoy this class. We would love to see 

more people of all ages interested in our unique natural 

heritage! 

October 21-22, 2005 –  

Holiday Inn Cocoa Beach  

Oceanfront Resort 

 

P 
lan to attend Florida’s largest 

gathering of conservation-

minded individuals - the Audubon 

Assembly in Cocoa Beach.  Join 

chapter members and leaders, 

wildlife professionals, environ-

mental advocates, scientists, 

agency staff and elected officials, 

students and other Floridians to 

network and learn about the envi-

ronment.  A great selection of 

workshops and field trips will be 

included, as well as a highly par-

ticipatory session to define the 

conservation priorities for Audu-

bon of Florida for 2006 and to 

specify the action plans for chap-

ters and Audubon of Florida to ad-

dress the current priorities. 

 

Get together with old friends and 

make new ones.  Exchange ideas 

on Chapter governance, conser-

vation projects, education pro-

grams, fundraising, and other 

Chapter activities.  Look for As-

sembly registration information in 

the Summer edition of Audubon of 

Florida’s The Florida Naturalist.  

You can register now on-line at 

www.audubonofflorida.org, or by 

phone at 800-206-2747.  The re-

sort is offering a special rate of 

$89.99 per room with free parking.  

Cocoa Beach is just south of the 

Merritt Island National Wildlife 

Refuge and Cape Canaveral.  

This casual beachfront setting will 

be fun for the entire family! 

You won't want to miss! 

~ This year's Audubon Assembly ~ 

REGISTER NOW !! REGISTER NOW !! REGISTER NOW !! REGISTER NOW !! 

Thanks to our Donors! 
The following generous individuals and  

organizations have contributed to TAS  

since the last Bulletin.   

As always, we appreciate your support. 

 

Roseate Spoonbill ($1000 to $4999) 

Dennis Olle / Adorno & Yoss 

Albia Dugger / Norcross Wildlife Foundation 

 

Great White Heron ($500 to $999) 

Marianne Leudeking 

 

Painted Bunting ($100 to $249) 

Ernest Myers; Toby & Mel Davidow 

 

White-Crowned Pigeon ($59 to $99) 

Daria Feinstein, Carole J. Cholasta, 

John Atkinson, Monica Tracy; 

Elaine & Joel Ehrenkrantz 

 

Other Donors 

Marcia Yeip, Janice Stencil 

 

Special thanks to Rhonda Heard / Pro Player Sta-

dium for their contribution of binoculars and photo 

equipment, and Karen Lane and Jennifer Podis 

for their contribution of photographs in support of 

coral reef restoration activities. 



2 TAS Schedule of Bird Walks and Nature Outings 
Tropical Audubon is proud to once again offer an outstanding lineup of outings. You will see bird, plant and butterfly trips; morning trips, all day trips, overnight trips; outings nearby 

and outings afar (including a trip to Costa Rica!); a bird festival; birding and botany classes; the very important seasonal bird counts; special events (Birdathon!!); workdays; plant 

sales; and lots of ways to have a good time while supporting a great cause and learning more about our native environment. All events with a confirmed date are included in this issue 

of the Tropical Audubon Bulletin. Please mark your calendars and join us! 

 

All trips (except for the Costa Rica and Dry Tortugas trips) are led by volunteer leaders from the Tropical Audubon Society. Unless otherwise indicated, they are free and open to the 

public, and reservations are not necessary. For more information concerning any trip, please email the TAS field trip coordinator at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org.  Some parks 

charge entrance fees; participants usually share gasoline costs for carpool trips; and overnight and boat trips will mean additional costs. Also, on some of the nature walks a fee may 

be required. Please note the reservation deadline on trips where reservations are required. The specifics for each trip are indicated below. In some cases, the trip leader has included 

his/her email address and phone number for direct contact. Otherwise, please call TAS at 305-667-PEEP (7337) or email fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org. The schedule will be updated 

as more information becomes available. 

Sat., Aug. 27 —Belle Glade Sod Farms 

Birding  

Paul Bithorn will lead an all day carpool 

trip to the sod farms in the Belle Glade 

area of Palm Beach County. Meet at 

6:00am at the east gate (SW 55th Ave.) 

of the Doc Thomas property (5530 Sunset 

Drive, South Miami).  There will be a 

lunch stop at a restaurant. 

 

Sat., Sept. 3 — Bill Baggs Cape Florida 

State Park Bird Walk 

David Wright and Mary Ellen Ahearn will 

lead birders through Bill Baggs Cape Flor-

ida State Park on Key Biscayne. Meet in 

the west end of the Seaquarium parking 

lot on the Rickenbacker Causeway at 

7:30am. Participants will carpool to the 

state park. Costs include an entrance fee 

to the park and the causeway toll. 

 

Sun., Sept. 4 — A.D. Barnes Park Bird 

Walk  

Gigi Pardo will lead birders through A.D. 

Barnes Park. Enter on SW 72nd Ave. just 

north of Bird Rd. (SW 40th St.) and take 

the first left to park near the baseball 

fields. Meet at 7:30am, returning at ap-

proximately 11:00am. 

 

Sat., Sept. 10 — Matheson Hammock/

Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden Bird 

Walk  

John Boyd will lead birders through 

Matheson Hammock and Fairchild Tropi-

cal Botanic Garden. The group meets at 

7:30am in the parking area on the left 

inside the Matheson north entrance. Entry 

to Fairchild is at 10:00am.  The Fairchild 

entrance fee will be waived for TAS mem-

bers. Return is at approximately 11:30am.  

Email boydj@fiu.edu for more info. 

 

Sun., Sept. 11 — Elaine Gordon En-

chanted Forest Bird Walk 

Nancy Freedman and Alex Harper will 

lead a group through the Elaine Gordon 

Enchanted Forest. Meet at 8am in the first 

covered picnic area just inside the park 

entrance at 1725 NE 135th St. west of 

Biscayne Blvd. 

 

Sat., Sept. 17 — Corkscrew Swamp / 

Tigertail Beach Birding 

Brian Rapoza will lead an all day carpool 

event to Collier County. Meet at 6:00am 

at the east gate (on SW 55th Ave.) of the 

Doc Thomas property (5530 Sunset 

Drive, South Miami). There is an admis-

sion fee for Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary 

(discount for Audubon members). Bring 

lunch and wading shoes. 

 

Sun., Sept. 18 — Bill Baggs Cape Flor-

ida State Park Bird Walk 

Paul Bithorn leads.  See Sept. 3 for de-

tails. 

 

Sat., Sept. 24 — A.D. Barnes Park Bird 

Walk  

Robin Diaz leads. See Sept. 4 for details. 

 

Sun., Sept. 25 — Matheson Hammock 

Bird Walk  

Raul Urgelles will lead birders through 

Matheson Hammock on Old Cutler Rd. 

immediately north of Fairchild Gardens. 

The group meets in the parking area on 

the left inside the park entrance at 

7:30am. Return is at approximately 

11:00am. 

 

Sat., Oct. 1 — Middle Keys Hawk 

Watch / Florida Keys Birding Festival 

This is an all day carpool event, led by 

John Boyd, to the official Keys hawkwatch 

site at Curry Hammock State Park (mile 

marker 56.2, oceanside). Meet at 7:00am 

in the parking lot of the Burger King on 

US 1 in Florida City (just after the end of 

the turnpike). Bring lunch. E-mail John at 

boydj@fiu.edu, or check the Florida Keys 

Birding Festival website at http://www.

keysbirdingfestival.com for more informa-

tion. 

 

Sun., Oct 2 — Kendall Indian Ham-

mocks Bird Walk  

Brian Rapoza will lead a group through 

Kendall Indian Hammocks at 11345 SW 

79th Street. The entrance is on the west 

side of SW 112th Ave. at SW 79th Street. 

The group meets in the parking area adja-

cent to the baseball field at 7:30am, re-

turning at approximately 11:00am. 

 

Sat., Oct. 8 — Bill Baggs Cape Florida 

State Park Bird Walk 

Ellen and Todd Snow lead. See Sept. 3 

for details. 

 

Sun., Oct. 9 — A.D. Barnes Park Bird 

Walk  

Bill Boeringer leads. See Sept. 4 for de-

tails. 

 

Sat., Oct. 15 — South Dade Birding 

John Boyd will lead this all day carpool 

trip, which may include stops at Lucky 

Hammock, Mary Krome Park, and Dump 

Marsh. Meet at 7:00am in the parking lot 

of the Burger King on US1 in Florida City 

(just after the end of the turnpike). This is 

an all day trip. Bring lunch. E-mail John at 

boydj@fiu.edu for info. 

 

Sat., Oct. 22 — Shark Valley / Loop 

Road Birding  

Paul Bithorn and Juan Villamil will lead 

this carpool trip. Meet at 7:00am at the 

east gate (SW 55th Ave.) of the Doc Tho-

mas property (5530 Sunset Drive, South 

Miami). Bring lunch. 

 

Sun., Oct. 23 — Charles Deering Estate 

Nature Walk  

Rick Cohen and Joe Barros will empha-

size the botanical and geological features 

found in the 420 acre park. The park en-

trance is located just east of Old Cutler 

Rd. on SW 168th Street. Wear sturdy 

shoes. Bring water, hat, and bug spray. 

Rating: easy to moderate. Reservations 

required by October 9. Contact Rick at 

rickc@tropicalaudubon.org and include 

your phone number or call 305-667-7337. 

This is a popular outing and space is lim-

ited so call early! Fee: $10.00 for mem-

bers, $12.00 for nonmembers includes 

Deering entrance. 

 

NEW! Sat., Oct. 29 — Okaloacoochee 

Slough / CREW Marsh / Ft. Myers 

Beach Birding 

Brian Rapoza will lead this all day carpool 

trip to birding locations in Hendry, Collier 

and Lee Counties. Meet at 6:00am at the 

east gate (on SW 55th Ave.) of the Doc 

Thomas property (5530 Sunset Drive, 

South Miami). Bring lunch and wading 

shoes (for Ft. Myers Beach). E-mail Brain 

at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org for 

more information. 

 

Sat., Nov. 5 — Everglades National 

Park Birding  

John Boyd will lead this all day carpool 

trip. Meet in the parking lot of the Coe 

Visitor Center at Everglades National park 

at 7:30am. There is an entrance fee to the 

park. Bring lunch. 

 

Sat., Nov. 12 — Everglades National 

Park Beginning Bird Walk 

Jeff Weber will lead this trip. Meet in the 

parking lot of the Coe Visitor Center at 

Everglades National park at 7:30am. 
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Tropical Audubon Society (TAS) is a group of dedicated citizens 

who care about the quality of South Florida’s environment. 

Established in 1947, we are a chapter of National Audubon 

Society and Florida Audubon Society. Our headquarters, the 

Doc Thomas House, is a Dade County Historic site on three sub-

tropical acres of native habitat in South Miami. 

 

Tropical Audubon’s purposes are: 

1) Conservation: to work toward protection of the natural world 

and to promote wise stewardship of natural resources, especially 

native plants and animals and their habitat. 

2) Education: to promote, among members and  the public of all 

ages, an understanding and appreciation of nature, the 

environment, and ecological relationships. 

3) Enjoyment: as a society of members with compatible interests, 

to enjoy together the study and protection of nature. We believe 

in the wisdom of nature’s design. We seek to foster and promote 

ecological conscientiousness in our community. 

 

Editor: Cynthia Guerra 

Desk Top Publishing: Steven Mumford 

 

Tropical Audubon Bulletin, the official newsletter of the 

Tropical Audubon Society, is published bimonthly by the 

Tropical Audubon Society, a non-profit, 501(c) (3) tax-exempt 

organization. Throughout this newsletter, “TAS” refers to the 

Tropical Audubon Society, while “DTH” refers to the Doc 

Thomas House, the site of our office located at 5530 Sunset 

Drive; Miami, Florida 33143. The phone number is (305) 667-

7337. Membership rate, $20 per year. Please make your checks 

payable to Tropical Audubon Society, and mail to our office 

(address above). Articles, news of events, original drawings, and 

letters to the Editor are welcomed, and should be submitted to 

the TAS office 4 weeks prior to each by-monthly publication. It 

would be preferable if your copy were submitted via the 

internet. See the "About TAS" section of our website for more 

information. 

 

Visit Tropical Audubon on the internet at: 

http://tropicalaudubon.org 

NEW! Sat.-Sun., Oct. 8-16 —  

Trinidad and Tobago Highlights tour 

Bone Island Bird Expeditions, in conjunction with Caligo 

Ventures, is offering a chance to visit Trinidad and To-

bago, one of the world’s true birding paradises. Partici-

pants on the tour will spend the first five nights based at 

the world famous Asa Wright Nature Center on Trinidad, a 

200-acre wildlife sanctuary in Trinidad’s rainforested 

Northern range. First time visitors to the region are likely 

to see 20 to 30 life birds before breakfast, including such 

stunning species as Violaceous Euphonia, Blue Dacnis, 

Lilac-rumped Parrotlet and Tufted Coquette. Tours of the 

lodge’s trails will yield looks at Bearded Bellbird, Oilbird, 

and many, many other species. Field trips will be made to 

Caroni Swamp to see the Scarlet Ibis roost, Nariva 

Swamp, and the seaside village of Blanchisseuse. The 

latter part of the trip will be based at Cuffie River Lodge on 

Tobago, located in a secluded tropical rainforest at the 

edge of Tobago’s main ridge — the oldest protected tropi-

cal rainforest in the western hemisphere. Field trips will be 

made to the seaside town of Speyside and the island of 

Little Tobago, renowned for its nesting colonies of Red-

billed Tropicbirds, Red-footed Boobies and Brown Boo-

bies. The tour will be led by Mark Hedden of Bone Island 

Bird Expeditions in conjunction with a number of expert 

local guides. The tour price is $2,250.00, of which $225.00 

will go to TAS as a fund raiser and is tax-deductible. The 

tour price includes roundtrip airfare from Miami. For more 

information and a detailed itinerary, go to www.

boneisland.com, or call Mark at 305-587-6059 or 800-426-

7781. 

 

Sat.-Mon., Jan-14-16 —  

Merritt Island Birding 

Brian Rapoza and Paul Bithorn will lead this three day, 

two-night van trip to Brevard County. Costs ($195.00 per 

person double occupancy: $75.00 single supplement) in-

clude hotel and van/gas. Reservations are required by De-

cember 31. E-mail Brian at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org 

for further information. 

 

 

NEW! Fri., April 7 – Sun., Apr. 16 —  

Costa Rica Highlights Tour 
This professionally organized and conducted birding tour 

to Costa Rica is in conjunction with Exotic Birding, an en-

vironmentally sensitive birding tour operator based in Tuc-

son, AZ. The tour will be led by a master Costa Rican 

birding guide and cover three of the best birding destina-

tions in Costa Rica, namely the Talamanca Mountains 

south of San Jose, La Selva Biological Station and sur-

rounding areas on the Carribean slope, and Carara Bio-

logical Reserve in the Pacific lowlands. We should see 

many tropical specialties on this diverse tour, including 

Resplendent Quetzal, Sunbittern, Scarlet Macaw, a wide 

variety of parrots, parakeets, hummingbirds, manakins, 

honeycreepers, tanagers, and more. The tour is priced at 

$2575 from San Jose, of which $257.50 will go to TAS as 

a fund raiser and is tax-deductible. For additional informa-

tion, contact Brian Rapoza at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.

org (or by phone at 305-388-1544) or Laura Fellows of 

Exotic Birding toll-free at 877-247-3371 or see the Exotic 

Birding website at www.exoticbirding.com. 

 

Wed.-Sat, May 3-6 —  

Dry Tortugas Spring Migration Boat Trip 

Larry Manfredi leads birders aboard the Playmate out of 

Key West. This trip is every birder's dream! Reservations 

and fee required.  Ten percent of your fee will be donated 

to TAS and is tax-deductible.  E-mail Larry at 

birderlm@bellsouth.net, or call 305-258-9607.  

Pack your Bags and Binoculars for TAS Overnight Trips!! 
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hat if you found a really, really rare 

bird, and couldn’t tell anyone?  That 

was exactly the dilemma faced by those who 

rediscovered the Ivory-billed Woodpecker in 

the swamps of northeastern Arkansas.  Obvi-

ously we’re talking here about a bird that’s 

much more than just “rare.”  This is a bird 

that for the last sixty years was believed to be 

extinct.  To prevent the area from being over-

run by thousands of birders and curiosity-

seekers, the discoverers of this spectacular 

bird wisely kept the sighting a secret until 

necessary preparations could be made.  Of 

course, even though the entire world now 

knows where to find an Ivory-billed Wood-

pecker, there’s no guarantee that anyone 

who goes will actually see one.  Researchers 

have in the last year logged thousands of 

hours searching and hoping for glimpses of 

the bird, and have been rewarded for their 

efforts only a handful of times.  In spite of the 

odds, it’s a sure thing that in the coming 

months and years, birders will take their 

chances and make the pilgrimage to Arkan-

sas in the hope of seeing this “holy grail” of 

birding. 

 

South Florida has always had its share of 

rarities to chase, and this spring has been 

no exception. Birders hoping for Bahamian 

and other West Indian vagrants would not 

be disappointed.  Western Spindalis sight-

ings continued in the Key West area, this 

time at Key West Tropical Forest and Bo-

tanical Garden on Stock Island.  Yet an-

other Red-legged Honeycreeper was dis-

covered, this time at Ft. Zachary Taylor in 

Key West.  As is the case with all of the 

honeycreepers found in Florida in the last 

couple of years, the origin of this bird re-

mains unknown.  In early May, two swal-

lows seen by visiting birders on No Name 

Key were identified as Bahama Swallows.  

These birds were never relocated by other 

birders. 

 

Sightings of La Sagra’s Flycatcher in south 

Florida occur almost annually.  In mid-

April, a flycatcher believed to be a La Sa-

gra’s was spotted briefly at A. D. Barnes 

Park in Miami.  In early May a La Sagra’s 

was seen by many birders and later photo-

graphed at Hugh Taylor Birch State Park 

in Ft. Lauderdale.  Also in Broward in May, 

a most-cooperative Thick-billed Vireo 

made itself at home in the ornamental 

trees surrounding the parking area at Ann 

Kolb Nature Center in Hollywood.  In light 

of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker rediscovery, the media 

picked up on this sighting and turned the bird into a local 

celebrity.  Farther afield, a Kirtland’s Warbler, which win-

ters in the Bahamas, was discovered across state at Ft. 

DeSoto County Park in St. Petersburg. 

 

The Tropical Audubon van trip to Ft. DeSoto in mid-April 

produced the usual assortment of tanagers, buntings, ori-

oles, grosbeaks and other neotropical migrants, though 

the number of warbler species seen was down signifi-

cantly compared with last year’s trip.  A Shiny Cowbird 

was spotted at East Beach, one of many seen in Florida 

this spring.  Others Shiny Cowbird sightings included sev-

eral in Flamingo in Everglades National Park, at Ft. Zach-

ary Taylor in Key West and in the Dry Tortugas.  As is al-

most always the case in spring, the Tortugas produced a 

few rarities of its own, including White-tailed Tropicbird, 

Black Noddy, a possible Red-footed Booby. A Mississippi 

Kite was photographed in the Tortugas for the first time.  

Add to this list over two dozen species of warblers, plus all 

the other expected migrant land birds, shorebirds and 

birds of prey. 

 

Migration seemed more prolonged this spring, with mi-

grant warblers such as American Redstarts and Blackpoll 

Warblers being seen until late in May.   
Continued on page 6 

(Continued on page 6) 
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There is an entrance fee to the park. 

Bring lunch. 

 

Sat., Nov. 19 — Wakodahatchee / 

Green Cay Wetlands Birding 

Ellen and Todd Snow will lead this car-

pool trip. Meet at 7:30am at Wakoda-

hatchee (13026 Jog Road, about 1.5 

miles north of Atlantic Avenue in Delray 

Beach, Palm Beach County.) 

 

Sun., Nov. 20 — Fakahatchee Strand 

State Reserve Nature Walk  

The Fakahatchee Strand is one of the 

most botanically rich areas in North 

America. It contains the largest stand of 

Royal palms found in the state, as well as 

many unusual species of plants. Meet at 

the Preserve HQ. Wear sturdy shoes and 

long pants. Be prepared to wade. Bring 

water, a hat, bug spray, and snacks. A 

walking stick can be helpful. A change of 

clothes and shoes at the end is sug-

gested. Rating: moderate to difficult, trail 

can be wet and muddy. Space is limited 

to 20. Reservations required by Novem-

ber 6. This unique trip is very popular, so 

call early. Rick Cohen leads. Call 305-

667-7337 or e-mail Rick at 

rickc@tropicalaudubon.org for more infor-

mation. Fee: $13.00 for members, $15.00 

for nonmembers. 

 

Sat., Dec. 3 — South Florida Exotics 

Trip  

Paul Bithorn will lead birders in search of 

parrots, bulbuls, mynas, and other intro-

duced species in this carpool trip. Meet at 

1:00pm at the east parking lot of Baptist 

Hospital (8950 N Kendall Drive). 

 

Sat., Jan 7 — South Dade Birding 

Raul Urgelles leads.  See Oct. 15 for de-

tails. 

 

Sat., Jan. 21 — Wakodahatchee / Loxa-

hatchee NWR Birding  

John Boyd will lead this carpool trip. Meet 

at 6:30am at the east gate (SW 55th 

Ave.) of the Doc Thomas property (5530 

Sunset, Miami) or at 7:45am at Wakoda-

hatchee Wetlands (13026 Jog Road, 

about 1.5 miles north of Atlantic Avenue 

in Delary Beach, Palm Beach County.) 

Bring lunch. There is an entrance fee to 

the LNWR.  E-mail John at boydj@fiu.edu 

for information. 

 

Sat., Jan. 28 — Everglades National 

Park Birding  

This is an all day carpool trip with Ellen 

and Todd Snow. See Nov. 5 for details. 

 

New! Sat., Feb. 4 — North Broward 

Birding  

John Huchinson will lead this carpool trip 

to birding locations in northern Broward 

County.  Meet at 8:00am at Fern Forest 

Nature Center, 201 Lyons Road South, 

Coconut Creek (just south of Atlantic 

Boulevard and west of Florida’s Turn-

pike.)  Bring lunch. 

 

Sat., Feb. 11 — Everglades National 

Park Beginning Bird Walk 

Jeff Weber leads. See Nov. 12 for details. 

 

Sun., Feb. 12 — Fakahatchee Strand 

State Reserve Nature Walk  

Rick Cohen leads.  See Nov. 20 for de-

tails. 

 

Sat., Feb. 18 — Lake Wales Ridge Bird-

ing  

Led by Ellen and Todd Snow, this is an 

all-day carpool trip to Archbold Biological 

Station and Highland Hammock State 

Park in Highlands County. Meet at 

6:00am at the Tri-Rail station at Griffin 

Road off I-95.  Call 954-926-0265 for 

more information. 

 

Sat., Feb. 25 — Marco Island Birding 

Brian Rapoza will lead this all day carpool 

trip, which will include stops at Big Cy-

press Bend boardwalk, Eagle Lakes Park, 

and Tigertail Beach. Meet at 6:30am at 

the east gate (SW 55th Ave.) of the Doc 

Thomas property (5530 Sunset Drive, 

South Miami). Bring lunch. The first stop 

will be at the new Kirby Storter Park. 

Shared gasoline costs, plus $4.00 per 

vehicle at Tigertail Beach. Bring lunch 

and wading footwear. 

 

Sat., March 4 — Everglades National 

Park Birding 

 This is an all day carpool trip with John 

Boyd. See Nov. 5 for details. 

 

Sat., Mar. 11 —Three Lakes Wildlife 

Management Area Birding 

This is an all day carpool trip to the Lake 

Kissimmee area. Meet Brian Rapoza at 

6:00am at the east gate of the Doc Tho-

mas property on SW 55th Ave. just south 

of Sunset (5530 Sunset Drive, South Mi-

ami). Bring lunch. 

 

Sat., Mar. 18 — Wakodahatchee /Green 

Cay Wetlands Birding  

Nancy Freedman leads.  See Nov. 19 for 

details. 

 

Sat., Mar. 25 — Spring Wildflower Walk 

with Roger Hammer  

Well known South Florida plant expert, 

Roger Hammer, will lead this walk down 

Long Pine Key trail in Everglades Na-

tional Park. See the wildflowers, butter-

flies and birds that share the varied habi-

tat of pine rockland, Everglades prairie 

and upland hammock communities. This 

is an excellent chance to see the grass 

orchids in bloom. Meet at the Coe Visitors 

Center at 8am, return approximately 

11:30am. Reservations and fee required: 

$40 members/$45 nonmembers includes 

an autographed copy of Roger's recent 

book, Everglades Wildflowers. Call 305-

667-7337 for more information. 

 

Sat., Apr. 1 — Matheson Hammock 

Bird Walk  

Joe Barros leads.  See Sept. 25 for de-

tails. 

 

Sun., Apr. 2 — Charles Deering Estate 

Nature Walk Rick Cohen leads.  See 

Oct. 23 for details. 

 

Sat., Apr. 8 — Bill Baggs Cape Florida 

State Park Bird Walk  

Ellen and Todd Snow lead.  See Sept. 3 

for details. 

 

Sun., Apr. 9 — A.D. Barnes Park Bird 

Walk  

Gigi Pardo leads.  See Sept. 4 for details. 

 

Sat., Apr. 15 — Matheson Hammock 

Park Bird Walk  

Raul Urgelles leads.  See Sept. 25 for 

details. 

 

Sat., April 22 — Bill Baggs Cape Flor-

ida State Park Bird Walk  

David Wright and Mary Ellen Ahearn 

lead.  See Sept. 3 for details. 

 

Sun., April 23 — Elaine Gordon En-

chanted Forest Bird Walk  

Nancy Freedman and Alex Harper lead.  

See Sept. 11 for details. 

 

Sat., April 29 — A.D. Barnes Park Bird 

Walk  

Gigi Pardo leads. See Sept. 4 for details. 

 

Sat., May 6 — Matheson Hammock 

Park Bird Walk  

John Boyd leads. See Sept 25 for details. 

 

Sat., May 13 — North Key Largo State 

Botanical Site. Birds, Butterflies and 

Native Plants  

Celebrate International Migratory Bird 

Day with Joe Barros. Joe will lead this trip 

to the largest remaining tract of coastal 

tropical hardwood hammock in the Florida 

Keys. Meet at 7:30am in the parking lot of 

the Burger King on US1 in Florida City 

(just after the end of the turnpike). Bring 

water and insect repellant. 
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2005 – 2006 TAS Special Events 

~ Plant Sales ~ 
Our native plant sales are famous and fun. We have a great selection of South Florida plants with knowledgeable sales people to 

help you choose the best ones for your yard. Come early for the best selection, stay late to enjoy the company.  Sat.-Sun., Sept. 

24-25, 2005; Sat.-Sun., Feb. 18-19, 2006; Sat.-Sun., June 3-4, 2006  

~ Workdays ~ 
Want to learn about native plants, help Tropical maintain our native landscape at the Doc Thomas House and get your hands 

dirty? We need you! Show up anytime between 8:30-noon and you will find a host of hard workers. This is a great opportunity for 

students to earn community service hours. Call 305-667-7337 for more information. Workdays are planned for July 16, Aug. 20, 

Sept. 17, Oct. 8, Nov. 12, Dec. 10, 2005 and  Jan. 14, Feb. 11, Mar. 18, Apr. 15, May 27, June 24, and July 16, 2006. 

Christmas Bird Counts 

Join the Bird Counts! Every year since 1900 teams of in-

terested birders have joined together across the country to 

count the number of individual birds within each species 

occurring on the same date in the same place. This huge 

task is coordinated by the National Audubon Society. The 

consistency of the count creates a viable set of statistics 

that can be compared and used to measure the effects 

that changes in the environment have had on the bird 

population. These measurements act as important warn-

ings of environmental deterioration that should be heeded. 

In addition to the serious consequences of the bird 

counts, they are a fun way to spend a day with fellow bird-

ing enthusiasts. This is an all day event. Volunteers are 

needed for all areas. 

 

Wed., Dec 14 — Long Pine Key CBC 

Coordinated by Dick Cunningham and Robin Diaz. For 

additional information, email Robin at Rd4birds@aol.com. 

 

Sat., Dec. 17 — Miami-Dade County CBC 

Coordinated by Brian Rapoza. For additional information, 

email Brian at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org. 

Sat., Dec. 24 — Kendall CBC 

Coordinated by Dick Cunningham and Bob Kelley. For ad-

ditional information, contact Bob at 

tas005@tropicalaudubon.org or by phone at 305-284-

4747(O) or 305-666-4246(H). 

 

Sat., Dec. 31 — Coot Bay / Everglades CBC 

Coordinated by Dick Cunningham and Brian 

Rapoza. For additional information, email Brian at 

fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org. 

 

TAS 5th Annual Birdathon!!! 

Saturday, April 15 – Sunday, Apr. 30 

Raise money for TAS! Tropical Audubon's Fifth 

Annual Birdathon is coming in April. Bird for up to 

24 consecutive hours anytime during April 15-30. 

Collect pledges per bird seen or for the whole day. 

Win prizes! Stay tuned for more information about 

our exciting Birdathon...fun teams, good prizes, all 

day birding and all for a good cause! 

 

Sun., April 30 — Tropical Audubon Annual 

Meeting, 4 - 7 pm, Doc Thomas House 

Fun people, fun program. Details to follow. 

 

(Continued from page 4) 

Connecticut Warblers made appearances at several locations in 

early-May, including Spanish River Park, Hugh Taylor Birch State 

Park, Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park.  Two were found (and 

videotaped) in the bird-friendly backyard of TAS leaders Ellen and 

Todd Snow!   A total of thirteen species of warblers were tallied in 

Monroe and Miami-Dade Counties during the North American Mi-

gration Count on May 14.  Several of these species, such as Prai-

rie Warbler and the Cuban race of Yellow Warbler are year-round 

residents.  The Prothonotary Warblers seen on Loop Road in Big 

Cypress National Preserve also stay to breed.  The others won’t 

be seen again until fall. 

 

This past year’s TAS field trips produced sightings of an amazing 

array of birds, butterflies, wildflowers and other natural wonders.  

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all the TAS leaders who 

made these trips a success:  Mary Ellen Ahearn, Joe Barros, 

Paul Bithorn, Bill Boeringer, John Boyd, Rick Cohen, Robin Diaz, 

Nancy Freedman, Roger Hammer, Alex Harper, Bob Kelley, Larry 

Manfredi, Shannon Mayorga, Gigi Pardo, Ellen and Todd Snow, 

Raul Urgelles, Juan Villamil, Jeff and Linda Weber, and David 

Wright.  These trips wouldn’t be possible, of course, without all of 

you who joined us.  Check out our just-released calendar of trips 

for the coming year, and hope to see you out there! 


