
 

5530 Sunset Drive; Miami, Florida 33143                 (305) 667-7337 January/February 2005 

An Eight-Day Birding Tour of 

Some of the “Hottest Spots” 

around Tucson, the Upper San 

Pedro River Watershed, the Mata 

Ortiz/Casas Grandes Region, and 

the Northern Sierra Madres ! 

 

March 5-12, 2005 

 

J 

oin us for this birding tour of 

SE Arizona and Mexican 

“specialties” combined with the 

natural history and culture of the 

these local areas.  We’ll spend 

three days birding in several habi-

tats near Tucson, from low desert 

to conifer forest. The remaining 

days we devote to birding at ripar-

ian areas in the states of Sonora 

and Chihuahua. We spend two 

nights in the famous pottery vil-

lage of Mata Ortiz and tour the 

prehistoric ruins nearby. A high-

light of the trip is visiting the old 

growth forest in the Sierra Madre 

Mountains to spot Thick-billed 

Parrots. 

 

Possible sightings include: Thick-

billed Parrots, Whiskered Screech 

Owl, Pygmy Owl, Black-throated 

Sparrow, Gambel’s Quail, Spotted 

Towhee, Rufous-crowned Spar-

row, Arizona and Acorn Wood-

pecker, Hutton’s Vireo, Warblers 

(Black-throated Gray, Virginia’s, 

Grace’s), Painted Redstart, 

Greater Peewee, Cordilleran Fly-

catcher, Olive Warbler, Yellow-

eyed Junco, Hermit Thrush, Band-

tailed Pigeon, Zone-tailed Hawk, 

Golden Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, 

Rufous-crowned Sparrow, Tropi-

cal Kingbird, Green Heron, Black-

bellied Whistling Duck,  Black 

Hawk, Streak-backed Oriole, and 

Lucys Warbler. 

 

The price of this tour is $1799 and 

includes all transportation from 

Tucson, lodging, meals, activities, 

entrance fees, and expert natural-

ist guides. The single supplement 

is $200. $150 of the tour price is a 

tax-deductible donation to Tropical 

Audubon Society. Group size is 

limited to 15. A deposit of $300 

per person is required to reserve a 

spot on the trip. For more informa-

tion and to register, please contact 

Rochelle Gerratt at 520-696-

2002, info@naturetreks.net, or 

visit www.naturetreks.net.  

 ~A BIRDING SAMPLER~ 
SOUTHEASTERN ARIZONA AND NORTHERN MEXICO BIRDS AND CULTURE 

Tropical Audubon Society presents 

TAS NATIVE Plant Sale 
Sat.-Sun., Feb 26 & 27 

Native Plant Sale  

at the Doc Thomas House 
 

G 

o Native! Kick-start conser-

vation at home by purchas-

ing some native plants at the next 

Tropical Audubon Society Native 

Plant Sale. Plants available for 

sale are perfect for creating bird, 

butterfly and wildlife habitat and 

also help to conserve water.  

Experts will be on hand for ad-

vice.  

 

All proceeds support TAS. The 

gate opens both days at 9 am.  

Saturday we close at 5 pm, Sun-

day at 3 pm.  Once again, there 

is a bonus event - our plant sale 

will be held the same weekend as 

the South Miami Arts & Crafts 

Festival (taking place on Sunset 

Drive between US1 and Red 

Road). 
Illustration by Amy Kimball-Murley  
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Tropical Audubon Society (TAS) is a group of dedicated citizens 

who care about the quality of South Florida’s environment. 

Established in 1947, we are a chapter of National Audubon 

Society and Florida Audubon Society. Our headquarters, the 

Doc Thomas House, is a Dade County Historic site on three sub-

tropical acres of native habitat in South Miami. 

 

Tropical Audubon’s purposes are: 

1) Conservation: to work toward protection of the natural world 

and to promote wise stewardship of natural resources, especially 

native plants and animals and their habitat. 

2) Education: to promote, among members and  the public of all 

ages, an understanding and appreciation of nature, the 

environment, and ecological relationships. 

3) Enjoyment: as a society of members with compatible interests, 

to enjoy together the study and protection of nature. We believe 

in the wisdom of nature’s design. We seek to foster and promote 

ecological conscientiousness in our community. 

 

Editor: Cynthia Guerra 

Desk Top Publishing: Steven Mumford 

 

Tropical Audubon Bulletin, the official newsletter of the 

Tropical Audubon Society, is published bimonthly by the 

Tropical Audubon Society, a non-profit, 501(c) (3) tax-exempt 

organization. Throughout this newsletter, “TAS” refers to the 

Tropical Audubon Society, while “DTH” refers to the Doc 

Thomas House, the site of our office located at 5530 Sunset 

Drive; Miami, Florida 33143. The phone number is (305) 667-

7337. Membership rate, $20 per year. Please make your checks 

payable to Tropical Audubon Society, and mail to our office 

(address above). Articles, news of events, original drawings, and 

letters to the Editor are welcomed, and should be submitted to 

the TAS office 4 weeks prior to each by-monthly publication. It 

would be preferable if your copy were submitted via the 

internet. See the "About TAS" section of our website for more 

information. 

 

Visit Tropical Audubon on the internet at: 

tropicalaudubon.org 

F 

all migration concluded with 

a bang this October, as the 

passage of a mid-month cold 

front resulted in a most impres-

sive assemblage of southbound 

birds at migrant traps throughout 

south Florida.  Reports from local 

parks and backyards included a 

wide variety of flycatchers (such 

as Acadian and Least), vireos (a 

Philadelphia was seen at the 

Coe Visitor’s Center at Ever-

glades National Park), thrushes 

(including several Wood Thrush), 

warblers (over 20 species, most 

notably Golden-winged, Blue-

winged, and Bay-breasted) and 

tanagers (including Western).  

Sightings of migrants were re-

duced to a trickle by the end of 

that wonderful weekend 

(exceptions were a Bay-Breasted 

Warbler seen two weeks later at 

Shark Valley, and a Nashville 

Warbler at Lucky Hammock in 

early November); those few that 

remained will likely spend the en-

tire winter. 

 

Several old friends from last win-

ter arrived at familiar locations 

during the season.  The male 

Vermilion Flycatcher that win-

tered last year at the South Dade 

Greenway off of CR 9336 near 

the entrance to Everglades Na-

tional Park returned in late Octo-

ber for a second winter.  A fe-

male Vermilion was seen at Pau-

rotis Pond in Everglades Na-

tional Park in mid-November. A 

small flock of Lark Sparrows 

were back again for the winter at 

Larry and Penny Thompson 

Park.  A good variety of sparrow 

species were recorded in south 

Florida during October and No-

vember, including Field, White-

crowned, Song, Lincoln’s, Chip-

ping, Clay-colored, Grasshopper, 

Swamp, and, of course, Savan-

nah. 

 

Several vagrants of tropical ori-

gin made the south Florida hot-

lines this fall. In addition to the 

Thick-billed Vireo at Boot Key, a 

male Western Spindalis of the 

green-backed race, and thus 

possibly from Cuba, made itself 

at home at Indigenous Park in 

Key West.  A second Western 

Spindalis, this one a female, was 

reported from Long Key State 

Park.  A very wary Zenaida Dove 

was spotted on at least a couple 

of occasions at Cape Florida 

State Park in late October and 

early November.  From Central 

America, a Sulfur-bellied Fly-

catcher spent a week in Novem-

ber delighting birders at Lucky 

Hammock.  First recorded in 

Florida in 1995, this species is 

now reported almost annually in 

the area.  Also in November, a 

Buff-Bellied Hummingbird was 

reported coming to a feeder in 

Martin County. 

 

Wintering American Goldfinches 

invade south Florida from the 

north almost annually; this year 

appears to be shaping up as an 

especially abundant one for that 

species. Other northern invaders 

uncommonly seen even in the 

northern half of the state have 

already made appearances this 

far south, including a Pine Siskin 

seen flying over Cape Florida 

State Park in late October. Most 

unusual was a Red-breasted 

Nuthatch seen at a small park in 

Martin County in late October.  

Both Lapland Longspur and 

Dark-eyed Junco were reported 

from Everglades National Park 

during the season, while a Snow 

Bunting was spotted at Canav-

eral National Seashore in late 

November. As the fall season 

wound down, wintering scoters 

were already being spotted wing-

ing there way south off the 

state’s Atlantic coast.  A Surf 

Scoter was discovered at Eco 

Pond in Everglades National 

Park in late November, while 

Eurasian Wigeon were reported 

from both Merritt Island and Ea-

gle Lakes Park in Naples by 

month’s end. 

 

December for birders means 

Christmas Bird Counts.  In Mi-

ami-Dade and Monroe Counties, 

birders have several opportuni-

ties to assist in collecting data on 

the area’s wintering bird life, from 

the long-established Miami and 

Coot Bay counts to the more re-

cently created Long Pine Key 

and Kendall-area counts.  Let’s 

hope you were able to participate 

in Audubon’s longest-running 

winter tradition.  Let’s also hope 

that you take the opportunity to 

join Tropical Audubon as we 

continue an exciting season of 

birding and other natural history-

related field trips.  Check out our 

complete schedule on the TAS 

web site at tropicalaudubon.org.  
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Seeing Green with Shannon Mayorga 

A 

fter what many consider one of our nation's most 

divisive presidential elections, there is good news to 

report at the local level in Florida. Voters in a number of 

counties directly approved measures intended to limit 

sprawl and protect environmental lands. Audubon took a 

position on a number of these and helped mobilize our 

members and the public to vote yes. These results show 

that when voters and taxpayers are personally involved in 

decision-making, they vote to protect the environment. 

 

Here are some examples of local conservation efforts 

around Florida that made waves. 

 

Miami-Dade: Building Better Communities bond referen-

dum. Item #2 was passed with over 58% of the vote. This 

bond program will provide funding $40 million for Miami-

Dade's Environmentally Endangered Lands program. 

Funding will go towards acquisition. The EEL acquisition 

priority list includes land prioritized for preservation and 

restoration in coastal Everglades habitat. 

 

Lake County: Local voters passed a small increase in 

property taxes by an enormous 71% that will fund land ac-

quisition (from willing sellers only) efforts for the County. 

Geographically important for conservation efforts to pro-

tect the Green Swamp and Wekiva watersheds, this initia-

tive will go far in protecting remaining wildlife habitat and 

water resources. The Green Swamp is designated by the 

State of Florida as an Area of Critical State Concern, 

which is a major source of replenishment for the Floridan 

Aquifer. Protection of the Green Swamp and Wekiva wa-

tersheds are priority Audubon of Florida conservation is-

sues. 

(Continued on page 5) 

TAS 4th Annual  

Birdathon!!! 
 
Saturday, April 9 – Sunday, April 24 

 

Raise money for TAS!  

 

Tropical Audubon's Third Annual 

Birdathon is coming in April! 
 

It’s easy to get  
in on the fun! 

 
1) Bird for up to 24 consecutive 
hours anytime during April 9-24.  
2) Collect pledges per bird seen 
or for the whole day.  
3) Win prizes!  
 
Stay tuned for more information 
about our exciting Birdathon… 
Fun teams, great prizes, all day 
birding and all for a good cause! 
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General Meetings are held the 2nd Wed. of every month. 

Members and non-members alike are welcome to join us at 

the Doc Thomas House (5530 Sunset Dr., Miami) for our 

monthly meetings. The doors open at 7:30pm and the presen-

tations begin at 8pm. Below is the schedule for November - 

December. If you would like to suggest an idea for a future 

presentation, please call 305-667-7337. 

 

Wed., Jan. 12 — Nancy Moreland:  “African Wildlife” 

Nancy Moreland, teacher at MAST Academy and amateur na-

ture photographer, will present slides of wildlife from her four-

week tour of Kenya and Tanzania National Parks and Pre-

serves. 

 

Wed., Feb. 9 — Muriel Horacek:  “Earthwatch Volunteer Expe-

riences” Muriel Horacek, Volunteer Field Rep with Earthwatch 

Institute, will describe what an Earthwatch volunteer does and 

show slides from the expeditions including: mist-netting hum-

mingbirds in Manu National Park in Peru; reintroducing of 

whooping cranes into Florida; observing the mating dance of 

long-tailed manakins in Monteverde, Costa Rica; bird migra-

tion projects in Alaska, Israel and Kenya; conducting bird sur-

veys in the Pantanal of Brazil and Bolivia; monitoring nesting 

leatherback turtles in Trinidad, Virgin Islands and Costa Rica; 

and participating in cheetah conservation activities in Namibia.  

 

TAS Workdays 
Want to learn about native plants, help Tropical maintain our 

native landscape at the Doc Thomas House and get your 

hands dirty? We need you! Show up anytime between 8:30-

noon and you will find a host of hard workers. This is a great 

opportunity for students to earn community service hours.  

Workdays will be held January 15 and February 12.  

The Dade Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society meets on the 

4th Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. at Fairchild Tropical Garden.  On January 

25, Rob Campbell, grower for Plant Creations Nursery, will discuss 

"Alternatives to Seed Propagation", such as air layering, cuttings and 

grafting.  On February 22, Miami-Dade Parks naturalist Roger Ham-

mer will present "South Florida’s Morning-Glories And Their Rela-

tives".  Programs are followed by a plant raffle, refreshments and 

socializing.  Meetings are free and open to the public. 

 

10th Native Plant Day - March 5, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Biscayne 

Nature Center in Crandon Park, Key Biscayne.   A full day of pro-

grams about native plants in natural areas and landscaping, nature 

walks, children's nature activities, displays and a plant sale.  The 

event is free after the parking fee for Crandon Park.  Call the Dade 

Chapter at 305-255-6404 for info.  

Florida Native Plant Society  

Thanks to our Donors! 
 

The following generous individuals and organizations 

have contributed to TAS since the last Bulletin.   

As always, we GREATLY appreciate your support! 

 

Swallow-tail Kite ($5000 +) 

Porter Anderson 

Dennis Olle 

Alan & Sue Steinberg 

 

Roseate Spoonbill ($1000 to $4999) 

Amy Kimball-Murley 

 

Great White Heron ($500 to $999) 

Roger Hammer 

 

Purple Gallinule ($250 to $499) 

Tom & Marilyn Lodge 

Steve Schnably 

 

Painted Bunting ($100 to $249) 

John Atkinson 

Lisa Blackwelder 

John & Wendy Greenleaf 

Penny Lambeth 

Martha McDonough 

Jeanne & George Van Wyck 

 

White-Crowned Pigeon ($59 to $99) 

Anonymous 

Alison Austin 

Charles Butler 

Alexina Crovella 

Jeff & Kerry Guerra 

Virgina Lepper 

Mary Munroe Seabrook 

Betty Singer 

Martha Sonderegger 

Dick Townsend 

 

Other Donors: Kate Carpenter, Walt & Julie Chwalik, 

Gary & Diane Collins, Efren Cotero, Amelia Finkle,  

Paul Lester, Duff Masterson, Walter Margicin, Carl 

Peterson, Sean Romero, Ellen Siegel, Holly Troup 

 

Special thanks to Patricia & Richard Schwing and 

Michael & Vernee Stevenson for their contributions  

in memory of Mrs. Iris Nemire.  

 

Thank You! 
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Watson Island Update 

 

O 

n November 30, in what was described as some 

attendees of the hearing as a "love-fest" between 

the City of Miami and Miami-Dade County Governments, 

the County Commission unanimously approved the Wat-

son Island mega-yacht marina development. Over the ob-

jections of TAS and Sierra Club–Miami Group, Miami-

Dade's Department of Environmental Resources Manage-

ment rationalized the destruction of more than 15 acres of 

seagrasses by stating that the mitigation would make up 

for the impacts caused by the construction. TAS remem-

bers a time when the County would work with developers 

to minimize impacts, and we also remember a time when 

a good mitigation proposal was not a sufficient excuse to 

destroy resources. We are extremely disappointed by the 

decisions made by the County and the handling of this 

project. 

 

The following is a recap as reported in the Miami Sun 

Post on December 2, 2004: 

 

County Commission Approves Dredging of Biscayne Bay, 

Miami Environmentalists Concerned About Impact - 

County commissioners praised the mega-yacht marina 

plan. 

 

By Erik Bojnansky, Editor 

 

Enthusiastic about the promise of jobs and making Miami 

home to a "mega-yacht" marina, the Miami-Dade County 

Commission unanimously gave permission for developers 

to dredge several acres of Biscayne Bay, during a meet-

ing Tuesday. 

 

The future mega-yacht marina is part of a larger scheme 

proposed by Flagstone Development and the City of Mi-

ami to redevelop Watson Island. The public-private proj-

ect, totaling about $281 million, will feature two hotel tow-

ers and a marina equipped with 50 slips that are designed 

to berth vessels greater than 100 feet in length. 

 

Miami Commissioner Johnny Winton spoke on behalf of 
(Continued on page 6) 

A Message from Cynthia 

(Continued from page 3) 

 

Also in Lake County, voters in Groveland approved a 

charter amendment limiting Green Swamp development 

by over an overwhelming ballot return. Led by local advo-

cates- Citizens Coalition of Lake County, this successful 

charter amendment aims to limit growth in the Green 

Swamp to 1 house on every 5 acres. 

 

Brevard County: In another local move to protect conser-

vation lands, voters approved the extension of a signifi-

cant environmentally sensitive land acquisition program. 

Passed by 69% of the voting electorate, this EEL program 

has targeted over 70,000 acres of lands, including impor-

tant endangered Florida Scrub Jay habitat. 

 

Palm Beach County voters returned a firm NO on threats 

to the Everglades in western Palm Beach County by pass-

ing a voluntary annexation referendum with a vote of 54%. 

Aggressively fought by development interests and local 

cities, this measure creates more County Commission 

oversight of decisions that could convert rural agricultural 

and environmentally significant lands into sprawling high-

intensity housing and condos in the Everglades Agricul-

tural Area. 

 

Seminole County voters passed, by 56%, a unique ap-

proach to conservation of rural areas. Fed up by municipal 

zoning that often favors poorly planned growth, citizens 

approved a referendum measure that establishes a "rural 

area" in the eastern part of the county and makes it more 

difficult for cities to annex into the area. This new designa-

tion enacts a requirement that county approval is needed 

for new municipal annexations that might open the way for 

development in rural portions of the county near the St. 

Johns and Econlockahtchee Rivers. 

 

Indian River County voters approved by 67% a 1/2 mill 

increase in property taxes to fund a $50 million environ-

mental land acquisition bond issue. 

 

A landmark turnout of voters in Volusia County helped to 

approve an urban growth boundary in the county's charter. 

This referendum was heavily opposed by development 

interests, but voters decided in favor of this Audubon sup-

ported proposal by 70%. 

 

Osceola County realized a well-timed conservation victory 

with voters approving a new environmentally sensitive 

lands bond referendum. Led by a small group of forward 

thinking developers and a strong 67% voting block, 

Osceola County residents passed a bond referendum to 

acquire and manage important wildlife habitat and green 

space. Supported with a small property tax levy, the bond 

program aims to raise $60 million for environmentally sig-

nificant lands otherwise lost to sprawl and bad growth 

management decisions.  

Seeing Green  
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(Continued from page 5) 

the dredging request and argued that the marina will help 

make his city a world-class destination. "I've never been 

on a mega-yacht before, but I've seen them and I know 

people who own them," he said. 

 

But to accommodate the marina it will be necessary to 

dredge 15.8 acres of submerged bay bottom to depths of 

minus 18 feet, according to a report from Dade Environ-

mental Resources Management (DERM). "The applicant 

has stated that dredging to this depth is necessary to ac-

commodate the deeper drafts of mega yachts that pres-

ently cannot be moored at the existing marina," wrote 

John Renfrow, director of DERM, in his report to commis-

sioners. "As proposed, the completed marina will be able 

to accommodate mega yachts with a maximum length not 

to exceed 465 feet." 

 

The amount of dredging worried repre-

sentatives of Sierra Club Miami and the 

Tropical Audubon Society. "We want to 

be clear that we are not opposed to a 

marina," said Cynthia Guerra, executive 

director of the Tropical Audubon Society. 

But Guerra, a former employee of 

DERM, questioned whether or not the 

county environmental agency truly 

grasped the impact digging would have 

in the environmentally protected (and 

manatee protected) Biscayne Bay. "We 

believe the applicant's goals and the 

city's goals can be realized with [a plan] 

that is better for the bay." 

 

"There are going to be impacts, no doubt 

about it," Renfrow told commissioners. 

But Renfrow said his agency has been 

meeting with Flagstone for the last two 

years and the mitigation plans the com-

pany has proposed will make up for any 

negative impacts caused by dredging Biscayne Bay. 

"Basically it balances it out," Renfrow said. "We think it is 

a good plan right now." 

 

Winton reminded the county commission that Miami vot-

ers approved the Watson Island redevelopment plan in 

November 2001. He also believes that the new marina will 

provide Miami's working class with much-needed jobs. 

 

County commissioners praised the mega-yacht marina 

plan. "We're not a small town, we are a big city and this 

puts us on the map, especially with those who own mega-

yachts," said Commissioner Natacha Seijas. 

 

- Cynthia Guerra, TAS Director 

Call 305-667-1651 for information on these events 

 

Afternoon Tea at Fairchild 

Jan. 20, 3:00 p.m. in the Ballroom at the Visitor Center 

 

Karen Frey Watercolor Exhibit Opens ~ Hula Palms and Other Tropical Beau-

ties Jan. 24, 7:00 p.m. Exhibit Opens in the Gallery Building and runs through 

Feb. 28 

 

Gala in the Garden ~ A Night of Tropical Splendor 

Feb. 5, Black tie fund raiser with proceeds to benefit Fairchild's programs in edu-

cation, horticulture, research and conservation. 

 

Afternoon Tea at Fairchild 

Feb. 10, 3:00 p.m. in the Ballroom at the Visitor Center 

 

Moonlight Musicale ~ Big Band for Lovers 

Feb. 14, gates open at 5:30 p.m. concert begins at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Afternoon Tea at Fairchild 

Feb. 24, 3:00 p.m. in the Ballroom at the Visitor Center  

Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden Events 

AMessage from Cynthia 

Help move Audubon’s new Coastal Everglades Campaign forward by volunteering to 

be a District Team Leader.  The southern coastal Everglades are under threat by over-

development and the loss of birds and wildlife.  We need volunteers to help work with 

potential community advocates to visit the County Commissioner in your district.  A 

little time commitment will go a long way in influencing sound public policy on behalf 

of the Everglades, Biscayne Bay, Florida Bay and South Florida’s two National Parks.   

Contact Shannon Mayorga at 305-371-6399 x136 or smayorga@audubon.org  
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I 
n the 1970s Governor Askew became 

concerned over the future of Florida.  

He saw that unplanned growth was hurt-

ing people, communities and natural re-

sources.  The Governor and others de-

cided that growth in Florida had to be 

managed so it evolved in a way that made 

economic, social and environmental sense 

and so it didn't burden the people already 

living here. Growth management laws 

were developed and they became the 

envy of the rest of the country. Florida 

became renowned for having developed 

some of the best growth management 

principles in the nation. 

 

So, we do have a good plan for growth in 

Florida.  All communities are required by 

the state of Florida to have a Comprehen-

sive Plan which directs and plans for 

growth. The State Department of Commu-

nity Affairs (DCA) reviews these plans for 

consistency with State law.  The DCA and 

the laws help protect your quality-of-life in 

your existing community while still allow-

ing for smart, well-planned growth.  It is 

the framework for that elusive win-win, 

balancing growth and the needs of exist-

ing communities. 

 

There is a problem, however.  The laws 

are weakly enforced.  Worse, some devel-

opers who do not have the good of your 

community as their goal hire lobbyists to 

put pressure on elected officials to change 

the Comprehensive Plans that protect you 

and your community. County and City 

Governments are deluged with Compre-

hensive Plan changes because the devel-

opers and lobbyists have been so success-

ful at getting Commissioners to weaken 

the plans over time. These changes do not 

help you and your family because the 

Comprehensive Plan was not meant to be 

changed.  It is a long range plan that 

grows with your community and is subject 

to a State mandated review and update 

every 7 years. 

 

Because you are busy with your job, home 

and family, you voice is not heard and you 

probably are not even aware of what has 

been going on around you. You just see 

things that you do not like changing.  

Without your voice, the lobbyists and de-

velopers are having a field day with your 

community. They get their changes and 

your quality-of-life suffers.  You find the 

schools get more crowded, traffic gets 

worse, your taxes get higher because you 

are subsidizing the growth that wasn't 

meant to happen where it is happening.  

Your roads, libraries and schools don't get 

fixed because funding is being pulled from 

existing communities and being put to-

wards new developments. 

 

Maybe more importantly, you might not 

know that this growth creates more de-

mand for another increasingly limited re-

source, your drinking water. The Ever-

glades are parched, trillions of gallons of 

water are lost to tide in a water manage-

ment system that was intended to serve a 

much smaller urban base.  There is not 

enough water to go around.  The Biscayne 

Aquifer - where your drinking water comes 

from – is projected to dry up within 10 

years.  Everglades Restoration is needed, 

not only to restore the famed ‘River of 

Grass,’ but also to stabilize your drinking 

water supplies.  If the developers followed 

the growth management laws that are in 

place (instead of monopolizing the political 

system for short-term economic gains that 

benefit only them) your needs would be 

addressed and new growth would not 

have such a negative effect on your life. 

 

We are very concerned about a real threat 

that is happening now: in the Comprehen-

sive Plan, the Urban Development Bound-

ary --which stops growth to the west and 

south of our communities -- is not sup-

posed to be moved for the next 20 years. 

In 20 years (when the Comprehensive 

Plan is ready to address the movement of 

the boundary) there will be an east-west 

rail system in place along Kendall Road, 

the County will have completed a Water-

shed Plan (a process that is supposed to 

balance environmental protection and 

growth), and Everglades Restoration proj-

ects will be constructed and on-line.  This 

would be a better time to consider the 

movement of the boundary. 

 

Many developers and speculators have 

bought up land on the other side of the 

Urban Development Boundary and the 

pressure to move the boundary is on 

NOW. These developers have hired lobby-

ists and are planning very dense commu-

nities (like Miami Beach and Aventura) 

farther and farther west. Have you ever 

been in Aventura traffic?  It is legendary. 

The latest proposal will occupy land that is 

on Kendall Drive all the way out to Krome 

Avenue.  Lobbyists are working on Com-

missioners to move the line now instead 

of in 20 years.  And 3 other developers 

have giant proposals --which will bring 

tens of thousands of people to your com-

munity -- in various stages of planning.  

Aventura-type traffic will be everywhere. 

 

You may not think you can keep the de-

velopers and lobbyists from changing your 

way of life. But you can! 

 

You must finally let your voice be heard.  

The only other people besides developers 

and lobbyists that Commissioners listen to 

are constituents. You and your neighbors 

have the power to demand your Commis-

sioners be accountable to you because 

you vote.  If Commissioners hear from 

enough of their constituents they will have 

to listen.  Lobbyists and out-of-town de-

velopers can raise money for Commission-

ers but they can't vote for them.  You can, 

and your vote is important to them.  If 

you are unhappy with what is happening, 

you, your neighbors and your neighbor-

hood groups must speak loud and clear on 

this issue. 

 

We are suggesting that you: 

 

1) Help organize a campaign to reach out 

and educate County Commissioners, those 

who will have the final decision on moving 

the Urban Development Boundary. 

 

2) Share information. Identify sympathetic 

centers of influence within your neighbor-

hoods and adjacent communities. 

 

3) Organize your own contact lists with 

complete mail lists and telephone contact 

info. 

 

4) Identify a single contact person who 

can work with other concerned organiza-

tions, to establish resources needed to 

keep the public engaged and informed 

(including presentations, mailings, news-

paper and radio ads, flyers, etc) 

 

5) Make a commitment to act quickly.  

Find out who your elected officials are and 

make arrangements to meet with them. 

 

There are many organizations that stand 

ready to assist you in these efforts and 

TAS is one of those organizations.  Let's 

all do our part and take responsibility for 

how our communities grow! 

A Message from the Urban Environment League 
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TAS CALENDAR 
CALENDAR OF WALKS, WORKDAYS, FESTIVALS, SALES, CLASSES - EVERYTHING YOU EVER WANTED TO DO WITH TROPICAL AUDUBON SOCIETY  

The specifics for Tropical's ongoing activities are indicated below.  In some cases, the trip leader has included his email address and phone number for direct contact.   

Otherwise, please call TAS at 305 667 PEEP (7337) or email tas007@tropicalaudubon.org, or see our web page http://tropicalaudubon.org for more information.    

Sat., Jan 8 — South Dade Birding 

Raul Urgelles will lead this all day car-

pool trip, which may include stops at 

Lucky Hammock, Mary Krome Park, 

and Dump Marsh. Meet at 7:00am in 

the parking lot of the Burger King on 

US1 in Florida City (just after the end of 

the turnpike). This is an all day trip. 

Bring lunch. 

 

Fri.-Mon., Jan. 14-17 — North Florida 

Birding Brian Rapoza and Paul Bithorn 

will lead this four-day, three-night van 

trip to North Florida. Stops will include 

St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge, Alli-

gator Point/Bald Point State Park, Ap-

palachicola National Forest, Torreya 

and Florida Caverns State Park, Three 

Rivers State Recreation Area, Tall Tim-

bers Research Station, Springhill STF, 

and Black Swamp. Costs ($225.00 per 

person double occupancy, $75.00 sin-

gle supplement) include rental van, 

gasoline and hotel (three nights in Talla-

hassee). Reservations are required by 

December 31. Call 305-667-7337 or 

E-mail fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org 

 

Sat., Jan. 15 — Biking the Old Ingra-

ham Highway Shannon Mayorga leads 

this 22 mile mountain bike tour on the 

original road through Everglades Na-

tional Park. The road is closed to auto-

mobile traffic and is partially overgrown. 

Entrance fee for Everglades National 

Park required. Pedal past dwarf cypress 

vistas and see wildlife away from roads 

and cars! Highlight will include search 

for rare Cape Sable Seaside Sparrow in 

selected areas along highway. Bring 

lunch, water, sunscreen and bug spray. 

Roadway is degraded limestone with 

mud in some areas. Road bikes (skinny 

tires) are not recommended. Meet at 

9:00 AM at trailhead. Park entrance fee 

required. For directions, contact Shan-

non at 305-371-6399 or by e-mail at 

smayorga@audubon.org 

 

Sat., Jan. 22 — Wakodahatchee / 

Loxahatchee NWR Birding John Boyd 

will lead this carpool trip. Meet at 

6:30am at the east gate (SW 55th Ave.) 

of the Doc Thomas property (5530 Sun-

set, Miami) or at 7:45am at Wakoda-

hatchee Wetlands (13026 Jog Road, 

about 1.5 miles north of Atlantic Avenue 

in Delary Beach, Palm Beach County.) 

Bring lunch. There is an entrance fee to 

the LNWR.  E-mail boydj@fiu.edu for 

information. 

 

Sat., Jan. 29 — Everglades National 

Park Birding This is an all day carpool 

trip with Ellen and Todd Snow. Meet in 

the parking lot of the Coe Visitor Center 

at Everglades National Park at 7:30am. 

There is an entrance fee to the park. 

Bring lunch. 

 

Sat., Feb. 5 — Flamingo Road ESL /

Pembroke Pines Birding Paul Bithorn 

will lead a trip to the Flamingo Road En-

vironmentally Sensitive Land and to the 

wetlands at the South Broward Re-

gional Library in Pembroke Pines. Meet 

in the ESL parking lot at 8am. Direc-

tions: From I-75 exit Griffin Rd. east to 

Flamingo Rd; turn north on Flamingo to 

SW 36th Ct.; west on SW 36th Ct. to 

SW 130 Ave; north on SW 130 Ave to 

the entrance on the left. There are 

grass trails and no facilities. 

 

Sat.-Sun., Feb. 12-13 — Lake Wales 

Ridge Birding and Camping Led by 

Ellen and Todd Snow, this is an over-

night van trip to Archbold Biological Sta-

tion, Avon Park Bombing Range, and 

Highland Hammock State Park. Reser-

vations required by January 29. Costs 

($120.00 per person double occupancy; 

$30.00 single supplement) include ho-

tel, rental van and gas. Call 954-926-

0265 for more information. 

 

Sun., Feb. 13 — Fakahatchee Strand 

State Reserve Nature Walk Meet at 

the Preserve HQ. Wear sturdy shoes 

and long pants. Be prepared to wade. 

Bring water, a hat, bug spray, and 

snacks. A walking stick can be helpful. 

A change of clothes and shoes at the 

end is suggested. Rating: moderate to 

difficult, trail can be wet and muddy. 

Space is limited to 20. Res-

ervations required by Janu-

ary 30. This unique trip is 

very popular, so call early. 

Leader: Rick Cohen. Call 

305-667-7337 or e-mail 

rickc@tropicalaudubon.org 

for more information. Fee: 

$13.00 members, $15.00 

nonmembers. 

 

Sat.-Sun., Feb. 19-20 — Kayak the 

10,000 Islands 

Shannon Mayorga leads this aquatic 

trip through the Wilderness Waterway. 

Pavilion Key is the ultimate beach 

camping destination in this two-night/

three-day trip. The shoals surrounding 

Pavillion Key provide excellent fly fish-

ing opportunities and marine explora-

tion. In event of high winds, a more pro-

tected route will be available. Partici-

pants must supply own kayak, camping 

gear, food, and water. For more infor-

mation on kayak rental suggestions or 

more information contact Shannon at 

305-371-6399 or smayorga@audubon.

org. Previous kayak experience and 

RSVP required. 

 

Sat., Feb. 19 — Everglades National 

Park Beginning Bird Walk Dick Cun-

ningham will lead this trip. Meet in the 

parking lot of the Coe Visitor Center at 

Everglades National park at 7:30am. 

There is an entrance fee to the park. 

Bring lunch. 

 

Sat., Feb. 26 — Everglades National 

Park Birding John Boyd will lead. See 

Jan.29 for information. 

 

Sat., Mar. 5 — Corkscrew Swamp 

Sanctuary / Macro Island Birding 

Brian Rapoza will lead this all day car-

pool event to Collier County. Meet at 

6AM at the east gate (on SW 55th Ave.) 

of the Doc Thomas property (5530 Sun-

set Drive, South Miami). There is a $10 

admission fee to Corkscrew Sanctuary 

($5 for Audubon members), plus $4 per 

vehicle at Tigertail Beach. Bring lunch 

and wading shoes.  
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