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Since 2010, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) has been 
conducting a lengthy status review of the Wood Stork, a Federal-listed 
species, to determine whether or not it is warranted to downgrade the 
Wood Stork from endangered to threatened status. 
 Wood Storks were placed on the Federal Endangered Species 
List in 1984 due to severe population declines, principally caused by 
habitat loss due to draining wetlands for development and agriculture 
(and developer-backed politicians who approve developing wetlands), 
along with the manipulation of water levels by constructing levees, 
canals, and weirs for either water retention, or drainage for flood 
control. 
 Historically, Wood Storks ranged across the southeastern 
United States from Texas to South Carolina, but today they’re found 
as breeding birds only in Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina. Florida 
remains their stronghold, but in recent years they have been migrating 
northward, presumably more out of necessity to find food than an 
actual range expansion due to increased numbers.    
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Earlier this year, Tropical Audubon 
settled its lawsuit against the United States 
Army Corps of Engineers and the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection 
arising out of the proposed permitting 
of the Port of Miami shipping channels. 
Tropical Audubon and others brought the 
suit challenging the permit DEP proposed 
granting to the Corps authorizing the “deep 
dredge” of those channels. The permit 
challenge was brought because the method 
and magnitude of the project had the potential 
to cause significant damage to Biscayne Bay, 
including the Bill Sadowski Critical Wildlife 
Area, which lies immediately adjacent to the 
Port. 
 The settlement improves the terms 
of the permit to better protect Biscayne Bay 
during the dredging work and also commits 
funding for specifically identified projects 
designed to enhance the Bay. Among other 
things, the agreement resulted in enhanced 
mitigation requirements for the anticipated 

impacts to seagrass and hardbottom 
resources. The settlement also included a 
commitment on the part of the County to 
place $1.3 million into a trust account to 
fund wetland and mangrove restoration, long 
term water quality monitoring, and improved 
shoal markers and signage to prevent future, 
additional damage to seagrass beds. 
 The project has a long history. Deep 
dredging the Port channels was thought to be 
necessary to facilitate use of the Port by the 
larger cargo vessels expected to call on US 
east coast ports following the completion of 
the expansion of the Panama Canal. Planning 
for the project began over ten years ago when 
in 1997 Congress appropriated funding for a 
feasibility study. Following the completion of 
a NEPA Environmental Impact Statement in 
2004, the deep dredge project was approved 
by Congress. 
 Miami-Dade County was identified 
as the Local Sponsor for the project and 
responsible for a share of the $160 million 

estimated cost of the work. However, although 
the work was approved by Congress, it never 
received federal funding. As a consequence, 
the project did not go forward until early 
2011 when Governor Rick Scott committed 
state tax dollars to cover the federal share of 
the costs.  
 With the support of the Governor, 
state permitting quickly moved forward 
and in August 2011 DEP issued a proposed 
permit allowing the dredging project to move 
forward and also proposed granting the 
Corps variances from Florida’s water quality 
standards. The work included the removal 
of approximately six million cubic yards of 
material and the permit authorized up to 600 
days of blasting to loosen the limestone for 
dredging. 
 Tropical Audubon, joined by 
Biscayne Bay Waterkeeper and Captain 
Dan Kipnis, asked DEP for time to study 
the proposed permit and to meet to discuss 
the project. When the request was rejected, 

Settlement Helps Protect Biscayne Bay

by Roger L. Hammer
TO KILL A WOOD STORK

By James M. Porter, Esq. 

Wood Storks nesting at Paurotis Pond, Everglades. Detail, by Rafael Galvez
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Dear Friends,

 This past year, by virtue of your support, we were able to make our team more robust and our 
outreach to the community better than it has ever been. We engaged 1,500 new volunteers and members; 
we doubled the number of internships we provide for students and young professionals; we doubled our 
Facebook contacts; and held twice as many events and programs than in 2011. 
 Some of the most important outreach we do is to our decision-makers. We met with the Miami-
Dade delegation in the Florida legislature, our county commissioners, and leaders in local municipalities to 
thread together how environmental issues affect the lives of their constituents. We also worked hard to build 
consensus on key issues, and we formed coalitions to rally support to effect change and to defend against 
threats to weaken environmental protections. We continue to think about how to reach new audiences 
every day. 
 Last year, our work helped to achieve key successes. We saw the continued protection of thousands 
of acres of wetlands that buffer the Everglades as well as the 70,000 acres of submerged lands that comprise 
the Biscayne Bay Aquatic Preserves. We saw an increase in the state’s investment in the Everglades from 
zero dollars to 32 million dollars. 
 Perhaps our most arduous task this year was protecting Biscayne Bay and our near-shore reefs 
from the irreversible impacts from the Port of Miami expansion. During the permit challenge, we brought 
to light the economic value of our natural resources to the local economy. In the end, the result was an 
improvement in the terms of the permit. 
 With your help, we can keep the momentum going in 2013. During hard economic times it is 
difficult to maintain the argument that environmental protection deserves to be considered and upheld. Yet 
in our state and in our community, the quality of our natural environment is directly tied to the industries 
upon which our economy most heavily depends. It is counter-intuitive to strip away protections that protect 
our air, water supply, green space and coastal areas when they are the very reason people make south Florida 
their home and place of work. 
 There are critical actions we must take this year to ensure conservation issues are considered as 
urgent to our decision makers as they are to us. We must continue to build coalitions to amplify our voice, 
sustain partnerships to serve as much of the community as we can, and maintain the activities that provide 
access to and knowledge about south Florida’s ecosystems and wildlife.
  One of the most important ways you can get involved is to participate in one of our committees. 
Read on for information about vacant committee seats. Do you have a few hours this year that you can 
spend with us learning a new skill to support our work or putting your skill set to use? Can you donate 
something on our wish list? Have you renewed your membership, starting at $20 a year? Or maybe consider 
becoming a named donor for $50 or more and let us know what conservation issues are most important to 
you. Tell a friend about why you support us and “like” our Facebook page. 
 Expect to hear from us again soon! We will send you an email to solicit your input as part of our 
strategic planning process. We want to know what is important to you. Join our email list by visiting our 
website www.tropicalaudubon.org. 
 In this climate of uncertainty about the future of Miami-Dade County’s natural resources, one 
thing remains crystal clear to us: your successes are driven by your determination and conviction expressed 
through your willingness to give of your time and financial support. By becoming a donor, a member, or 
volunteering, you are not just protecting our community’s last remaining green space and the flora and 
fauna here today. You are helping us realize a future where our citizens experience better quality of life and 
the wildlife we cherish have the resources they need to thrive. 

With hope and dedication,
Laura Reynolds

Tropical Audubon Society (TAS) is a group of dedicated citizens who care about the quality of South Florida’s environment. Established in 1947, we are a chapter of National Audubon Society and Florida Audubon 
Society. Tropical Audubon’s Mission: 1) Conservation: To work toward protection of the natural world and to promote wise stewardship of natural resources, especially native plants, animals and their habitat.  
2) Education: To promote, among members and the public of all ages, an understanding and appreciation of nature, the environment, and ecological relationships. 3) Enjoyment: To enjoy together the study and 
protection of nature. We believe in the wisdom of nature’s design. We seek to foster and promote ecological conscientiousness in our community. This is the official publication of the Tropical Audubon Society (TAS), a 
non-profit, 501(c) (3) tax-exempt organization. Our headquarters, the Doc Thomas House, is a Dade County Historic site on three sub-tropical acres of native habitat in South Miami, located at 5530 Sunset Drive, Miami, 
Florida 33143. The phone number is (305) 667-7337. Membership rate, $20 per year. Please make your checks payable to Tropical Audubon Society, and mail to our office (address above). Contact TASpublisher@gmail.
com for comments, letters and guidelines for anyone wishing to contribute to future issues.
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Matheson Hammock County Park is a 
nostalgic place to many who grew up in the 
Miami area, filled with cherished memories of 
taking one’s first swim in the ocean, seeing their 
first Brown Pelicans, or dip netting through 
the seagrass to find small fish. I had my first 
hands-on experience with nature at Matheson 
Hammock County Park, with many fond 
memories of joining the other children in search 
of aquatic animals. As I grew, my first birding 
exploits made me return to this historical 
park rich in a varied landscape of beaches, 
mangroves, tropical hardwood hammocks, and 
open parklands. The varied number of habitats 
translates into a long list of breeding, migrant, 
and wintering species. 
 Originally created as an 80-acre gift 
of land by William J. Matheson to preserve 
the wild and natural beauty of the area, this 
venerable park is the oldest in Miami-Dade 
County.  Many of the original coral structures 
of the park still stand. Although the park is 
heavily used by locals and despite the dogs, 
leaf blowers, and other disturbances, I still find 
this to be one of the most exciting and reliable 
places in suburban Miami-Dade to see a varied 
subset of birds with a constantly shifting cast of 

characters through the seasons. 
 Spring is a busy time of the year, when 
the park fills with the melodic songs of Northern 
Cardinals. With a sense of urgency, wintering 
and migrant flycatchers, vireos, warblers, 
raptors, and shorebirds make a rapid exodus for 
points north much to the chagrin of local birders. 
During this time, the rising, buzzing song of the 
resident subspecies of Prairie Warbler fills the 
mangroves, while the loud, ringing calls of the 
Common Hill Myna are a consistent feature in 
the tropical hardwood hammock and parkland 
further inland. The open area on the west side 
of Old Cutler Road has many dead Royal Palm 
stumps riddled with cavities dug out by busy 
woodpeckers (Red-bellied and Pileated) which 
turn into miniature condominiums for the 
many resident exotic species and even Eastern 
Screech-Owls.
 By the time mid-July rolls around, fall 
migration is well underway in extreme southeast 
Florida – a time of peak species diversity at 
Matheson Hammock, which highlights its 
importance as a stopover site. The initial 
appearance of Louisiana Waterthrush, an early 
passage migrant, around the ephemeral pools 
along the trails is a sure sign autumn migration 

Examining the connection between 
city planning and citizen health has become 
an increasingly popular topic in the past few 
years, not only for professional planners and 
environmentalists but also for the doctors 
who serve in urban areas. The links between 
the environment we live in and our health are 
many, from the air we breathe to the water we 
drink, to the access we have to green spaces, 
alternative modes of transportation, and 
opportunities to exercise.
 For years Tropical Audubon 
educated decision-makers about the reasons 
why protecting the natural environment 
also enhances their constituent’s quality of 
life. Because of our efforts, we were invited 
to join a presentation on the subject at this 
year’s annual meeting of the Florida Medical 
Association (FMA) in Boca Raton. Our 
presentation highlighted the fact that “smart 

growth” by way of smart city planning is a 
benefit to public health.  
 I was honored and excited to co-
lead a presentation with Dr. Todd Sack, chair 
of the Environmental and Health Section of 
the FMA.  Dr. Sack focused his presentation 
on what doctors and their patients need to 
know about urban planning and its effects on 
patients’ health while I presented Miami as a 
case study of Florida’s growth management 
framework.  
 According to Dr. Sack, poor urban 
planning decisions have left Americans 
dependent on automobiles, and poorly 
planned communities do not make walking, 
biking or using public transportation easy 
and safe. There are fewer opportunities to 
access locally grown food, and there is little 
access to information on the harmful effects 
of air pollution and other effects of urban 
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“EVERY PERSON HAS A STAKE IN ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEALTH, AND AS 
ENVIRONMENTS DETERIORATE, SO DOES THE PHYSICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH 
OF THE PEOPLE WHO LIVE IN THEM.”

CDC monograph “The Impact of the Built Environment on Public Health” 
Dr. Richard J Jackson, MD, MPH, Chris Kochtitzky MSP

by Laura Reynolds

Northern Parula, above
Matheson Hammock trail, below 
© Carlos Sanchez 3

The Florida Medical associaTion & 
Tropical audubon socieTy TeaM up

The Birds of Matheson Hammock Park by Carlos Sanchez

build healTh:
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South Florida is home to a number of birds, such as White-
crowned Pigeon and Mangrove Cuckoo, whose range includes much 
of the Caribbean basin. Birders visiting our subtropical wonderland 
expect not only to see these species, which can’t be found anywhere 
else in the U.S., but also hope that a visit by a vagrant bird or two 
from elsewhere in the West Indies coincides with their visit. During 
the first half of 2012, an outstanding variety of Caribbean strays 
delighted both visiting and residents birders alike. A most cooperative 
La Sagra’s Flycatcher was present at Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park 
on Key Biscayne from December through April; another was found in 
February at Dagny Johnson Key Largo Hammock Botanical State Park 
and a third was at Spanish River Park in Boca Raton in early May.  
 A Bahama Mockingbird was found at Spanish River Park 
the day after the La Sagra’s was discovered; three days later, a second 
Bahama Mockingbird was seen at Ft. Zachary Taylor State Park on Key 
West. A Western Spindalis was reported in a South Bay campground 
in February; another was photographed at Hugh Taylor Birch State 

Park in Ft. Lauderdale in April.  A Thick-billed Vireo was at Birch in 
early May. The Dry Tortugas were visited by a Caribbean Short-eared 
Owl in late March, a Red-footed Booby in May and as many as three 
Black Noddies during April and May. In late June, a White-cheeked 
Pintail of unknown provenance was spotted along I-95 in Jupiter. Also 
of unknown origin was a Cuban Grassquit that was photographed at 
Matheson Hammock Park in late June. 
 Those with access to a boat were able to view up to nineteen 
American Flamingoes, present for several weeks, beginning in January 
at Lake Ingraham in Everglades National Park. Shiny Cowbirds were 
reliable both at Flamingo and in the Homestead area, while Smooth-
billed Anis remained scarce; singles were reported near Ft. Lauderdale 
airport during May and on Virginia Key in July.  Most unexpected 
were three Neotropic Cormorants, present at Wakodahatchee 
Wetlands in Delray Beach beginning in late January. Included was 
a possible Neotropic/Double-crested juvenile hybrid being fed by 
an adult Neotropic. A Great Cormorant appeared in late December 
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Five years ago, the vision for the Tropical 
Audubon Grounds was to work toward creating 
a landscape of nearly all native plants. This 
involved removing invasive exotics, planting 
more native plants and gradually removing 
other exotics. The goal was to restore Pine 
Rockland and Rockland Hammock habitats. 
With the recent designation of the Grounds 
as the Steinberg Nature Center in honor of 
TAS board member Alan Steinberg’s years 
of service and support for the organization, 
the vision shifted to both preserve these two 
unique south Florida habitats and interpret 
them for visitors.
 Work on the Nature Center has 
been moving forward thanks to a significant 
increase in volunteers made possible by 
two grants through Together Green, a 
partnership between Toyota and National 
Audubon Society to involve new volunteers 
in meaningful environmental work. 
 To help visitors better understand 
the Pine Rockland and Rockland Hammock, 
we are creating separate paths to these 
habitats. 
 The Pine Rockland path starts near 

the tool shed and winds through the restored 
fragment of this habitat. Visitors can observe 
the difference in maturity of pines that were 
planted in 2008, 2002, and 1998.  Along the 
way, visitors can read several interpretative 
signs, see botanic tags on many of the 
pineland plants, and pick up two brochures:  
Born From Fire, which explains the critical 
importance of fire in this habitat; and Connect 
to Protect, which explains the importance of 
even a small fragment of this habitat. 
 The Rockland Hammock path starts 
near the front gate and goes around the 
west side of the Doc Thomas House and the 
Activity Area. This path demonstrates the 
use of Rockland Hammock plants for visual 
screening. The path continues behind the 
rock wall south to the Chickee, passing the 
Brookfield Hammock.   
 In both habitats we have planted 
many bird-friendly native plants. Visitors can 
learn about them by picking up the brochure: 
Bird Friendly Native Plants for Your Yard.   
 The vision for the Steinberg Nature 
Center is becoming a reality as the improved 
grounds continue to draw more visitors. 

A group of high school students spent the 
day at the Center as part of the Fairchild 
Challenge Program and through hands-on 
activities learned about native and invasive 
exotic plants. They planted butterfly nectar 
plants and learned about the butterfly life 
cycle. They also learned about water issues 
for south Florida and engaged in role-play of 
various stakeholders including homeowner, 
farmer, developer, Florida Power and 
Light representative, County official, and 
environmentalist. 
 Corporate groups also visit Tropical 
Audubon for their annual Day of Service. 
Some bring spouses and children. They plant 
native trees, help with general maintenance, 
learn about Pine Rockland and Rockland 
Hammock habitats and tour the Doc Thomas 
House. 
 Whether it’s an organized group 
volunteering to work, or a mother and 
her child stopping for respite on the shady 
landscape, new and returning visitors are 
always welcome to Tropical Audubon’s lovely 
grounds.

By Lewis “Brother” Milledge
Steinberg nature Center:  From ViSion toward reality



at Cape Florida and inexplicably remained until 
early June.
 Several birds from the western U.S. 
visited south Florida during the first half of 
2012. In January, a Cassin’s Kingbird returned to 
Stormwater Treatment Area 5 in Delray Beach and 
remained for several months. A drake Cinnamon 
Teal also arrived there in January.  A Bar-tailed 
Godwit was discovered in Flamingo during 
February, possibly the same individual seen there 
two years ago. Black-throated Gray Warblers were 
found on ENPs Rowdy Bend Trail in February and 
at Greynold’s Park in March. A Lazuli Bunting was 
present at a backyard feeder in Ft. Myers during 
April.  Most surprising was a Varied Thrush that 
was photographed in Naples in April, one of only 
a handful of records for Florida.

Restoration projects at Tropical Audubon’s Porter-Russell 
Pine Rockland Preserve (PRPP) and the Steinberg Nature Center 
(SNC) are moving forward thanks to the support of hundreds of 
volunteers, many drawn to TAS through grants from Together Green, 
a partnership between Toyota and National Audubon Society.
 With the help of dedicated volunteers on fourteen workdays 
over the past year, TAS has been building its dream Nature Centers to 
serve as first class venues for environmental education and outreach 
in South Miami. The Centers are also providing much-needed urban 
oases for wildlife.
 Joining all of Miami-Dade’s municipalities in an effort to 
increase green canopy in the county, Tropical Audubon’s restoration 
plan includes building its own tree nursery to provide municipalities 
and neighbors alike with native plant species to help build their own 
urban oasis.
 Increasing green canopy will result in reducing the County’s 
carbon footprint. 
 Plans for the Steinberg Nature Center nursery are under 
review by engineers and building materials have been bought, with 
plans to complete the project by the end of this autumn.
  Many young visitors to the Steinberg Nature Center have 
never experienced nature before setting foot on the TAS grounds. 
It is with these visitors in mind that TAS has strived to add more 
interpretative signage throughout the grounds to help make the 
experience more informative and educational. 

 Our workdays have not only brought us closer to our building 
goals, they have also brought us closer to building an integrated 
network of environmentally-conscious citizens who will make use of 
their civic muscle to hold their elected officials in line. Working side-
by-side with members of our community has allowed us to break the 
ice and share our conservation goals. 
 TAS volunteers have been knocking on its neighbor’s doors to 
invite the community to become part of the green movement. During 
our last workday at the Porter-Russell Pine Rockland Preserve, our 
knocking was answered. Our neighbors from the Christian Center, La 
Ultima Cosecha, came over to lend us a hand; they even brought their 
own machetes! 
 Volunteers have been helping TAS prepare the Porter-
Russell Pine Rockland Preserve for a much-needed prescribed burn. 
Work is underway on a firebreak all around the property, and to finish 
picking up the brush cuts and other fire-hazardous materials from the 
preserve. The preparations will facilitate the prescribed burn, which is 
designed to help the ecosystem thrive and spring back with renewed 
strength. 
 Toyota’s Together Green grant and the effort by everyone 
involved with TAS are already bearing fruit. Stay tuned for updates 
and for an invitation to the inauguration of our tree nursery. If you 
would like to help TAS you can donate or become a member. We are 
always looking for fresh faces with refreshing ideas to help us grow!

A Neotropic Cormorant (right) at Wakodahatchee Wetlands 
about to feed a possible hybrid fledgling (left). 
February 2012. © Mark Berney 5

by Brian Rapoza

TogeTher  green  UpdaTe:  Final  sTeps,  iniTiaTe  The  coUnTdown!
by  celeste  de  palma
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Significant environmental 
issues including climate change have 
helped renewable energy become 
a widely accepted approach to 
reducing humanity’s carbon footprint.  
Replacing traditional, unsustainable 
energy sources with renewable energy 
can have many positive impacts on the 
environment, including a reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions.  Although 
many environmental groups support 
the shift to renewable energy, this 
shift causes a predicament because of 
the negative consequences that affect 
both wildlife and natural areas.
 Since the 1980s, the wind 
power industry has quickly grown 
as an efficient, cost-effective, and 
competitive source of renewable 
energy. Though wind power 
technologies have many advantages 
over other energy sources, they also have many unexpected effects on 
wildlife and habitats. High numbers of bird and bat fatalities have been 
reported at wind power sites throughout the U.S., and the construction 
of wind turbines can destroy wildlife habitat.  
 A significant and detrimental effect of wind turbines on birds 
is collision. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) estimates that 
between 100,000 and 440,000 birds in the U.S. are killed each year by 
wind turbine collisions. Bat fatalities have also been recorded at almost 
every major wind facility in North America where surveys have been 
done. While birds are usually killed by collision, the reason behind 
death is less certain for bats. Two hypotheses include barotrauma, 
caused when bats fly into a rapid reduction in pressure near turning 
blades, or collision.  Indirect effects of wind turbines on wildlife 
include habitat loss and fragmentation, displacement and behavioral 
changes of wildlife species, and increased predator populations or the 
introduction of invasive plant species.   
 The Department of Energy’s goal is to have 20 percent U.S. 
electricity supply from wind energy by 2030, and if achieved, the 
American Bird Conservancy (ABC) estimates that bird fatalities will 
increase to one million per year. Moreover, if the Department of Energy 
reaches its 20 percent goal, an estimated five million hectares of land 
would be impacted, which is about the size of Florida. Altogether, 
this would have a significant impact on bird and bat species, pushing 
those already categorized as federally endangered towards extinction, 

and diminishing the numbers of 
otherwise healthy populations.
 Florida is currently without wind 
farms, but a proposal was recently 
written for the Sugarland Wind 
Project, a 200-megawatt wind farm 
slated for Palm Beach County. The 
location is 13,000 acres between 
Lake Okeechobee and the Arthur 
R. Marshall Loxahatchee National 
Wildlife Refuge, both of which the 
ABC designates as containing critical 
habitat for birds. This could be very 
detrimental to migratory birds, as 
the location is in a main flight path 
and the turbines would reach up to 
475 feet into the air. At this height, 
lighting will be necessary at night, 
which may attract birds and bats 
and lead to increased fatalities. This 
project may also negatively impact 

wading birds, as they tend to wade in agricultural farm fields such as 
the planned location of this wind farm. This project, run by the Wind 
Capital Group, has been approved by the County Commission, but will 
also need state and federal environmental permits to proceed.  
 One strategy for mitigation is to use a radar system to shut off 
each turbine when flocks of birds fly near the rotating blades. Another 
option is to completely shut down the wind farm during migratory 
seasons. If the Sugarland Wind Project is approved and moves forward, 
the Tropical Audubon Society supports the use of these options, which 
would help reduce the high number of bird fatalities expected from 
wind turbine collisions. The downside is that neither of the options 
completely addresses displacement or behavioral changes of wildlife 
species due to the turbines. 
 The USFWS stated that more time is necessary to determine 
the impact of this project on threatened and endangered species in the 
area, and an evaluation is necessary before the project moves forward. 
In reality, it is very difficult to determine the number of bird and bat 
fatalities that would occur from this wind farm, but based on research 
at other wind farms across the U.S., it is likely to be a serious issue for 
birds and bats, especially if no action is taken to mitigate the impacts.  

Stay updated on the project progression by searching for the Sugarland 
Wind Project on the Palm Beach County website:
http://www.pbcgov.com/.
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Tropical Audubon Society is proud to once again offer an outstanding 
lineup of outings and monthly programs. You will see bird, plant and 
butterfly trips; morning trips, all day trips, overnight trips; outings 
nearby and outings afar; the very important seasonal bird counts; 
special events (Birdathon!!); workdays; plant sales; and lots of ways 
to have a good time while supporting a great cause and learning 
more about our native environment. All events with a confirmed date 
are included. Please mark your calendars and join us! 

Field trips take place rain or shine (remember that rainy days are often 
birdy days, especially during migration). Please remember that some 
parks charge entrance fees, participants usually share gasoline costs 
for carpool trips, and overnight and boat trips will mean additional costs. 
Also, on some of the nature walks a fee may be required. To allow 
communication with trip leaders, walkie-talkies are recommended 
for carpool trips. The specifics for each trip are indicated below. In 
some cases, the trip leader has included his/her email address and 
phone number for direct contact.  All trips are led by volunteer leaders 
from the Tropical Audubon Society. Unless otherwise indicated, they 
are free and open to the public, and reservations are not necessary. 
For more information concerning any field trip, contact Brian Rapoza 
the field trip coordinator at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org or at  
(305) 388-1544.  

Sat., Sept. 1 — Everglades Agricultural Area Birding 
Paul Bithorn will lead an all day carpool trip to sod farms and flooded 
fields in the Belle Glade area of Palm Beach County. Meet at 7:00am 
at the intersection of US 27 and Holeyland Road at the Broward/
Palm Beach County line. No fee. There will be a lunch stop at a 
restaurant.  

Sat., Sept. 8 — Corkscrew Swamp / Ft. Myers Beach Birding 
Brian Rapoza will lead an all day carpool trip to Collier and Lee 
Counties. Meet at 6:00am at the east gate (on SW 55 Ave.) of the 
Doc Thomas property (5530 Sunset Drive, South Miami) or 7:00am at 
the Government Road/Snake Road service station (Exit 49 on I-75). 
There is an admission fee for Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary (discount 
for Audubon members) and a fee for beach parking. Bring lunch and 
beach footwear. Walkie-talkies are recommended.  

Sun., Sept. 9 — Fairchild Tropical Botanical Gardens Bird Walk
Joe Barros will lead birders through Fairchild Tropical Botanical 
Gardens. Meet at 7:30am in the Matheson Hammock parking area 
adjacent to Fairchild’s north entrance. Entrance fee to Fairchild will be 
waived for TAS members.  Return is at approximately 11:00am.  

Sat., Sept. 15 — Greynolds Park Bird Walk 
Jim King will lead birders through Greynold’s Park, 17530 W. Dixie 
HWY in North Miami Beach. Meet at the park boathouse at 7:30am. 
Parking available near the playground and the elevated mound op-
posite the boathouse. Return is at approximately 11:00am. No fee.

Sun., Sept. 16 — A.D. Barnes Park Bird Walk 
Bill Boeringer will lead birders through A.D. Barnes Park. Enter on 
SW 72 Ave. just north of Bird Rd. (SW 40 St.), turn left at the T inter-
section and park in spaces on either side of the road. Meet at 7:30am, 
returning at approximately 11:00am. No fee.

Sat., Sept. 22 — MDC Environmental Center / Kendall Indian 
Hammock Park Bird Walk  
Stephen Paez and Jake Tucker will lead birders through the Environ-
mental Center on the Miami-Dade College Kendall Campus, followed 
by a visit to Kendall Indian Hammock Park. Meet at 7:30am at the 

Environmental Center entrance on SW 113 Place, on the west side of 
the campus. Return is at approximately 11:00am. No fee.

Sun., Sept. 23 — Matheson Hammock Park Bird Walk 
John Boyd will lead birders through Matheson Hammock on Old 
Cutler Rd. immediately north of Fairchild Gardens. The group meets 
in the parking area on the left inside the park entrance at 7:30am.  
Return is at approximately 11:00am. No fee.

Tues., Sept. 25 - Sun., Sept. 30 — Florida Keys Birding and 
Wildlife Festival
The 14th Annual Florida Keys Birding and Wildlife Festival is anchored 
at Curry Hammock State Park, MM 56.2, Marathon FL. It hosts an as-
sortment of field trips, to the Dry Tortugas National Park, National Key 
Deer Refuge, Dagny Johnson Key Largo Hammock State Park and 
numerous other national, state and private natural areas. The Florida 
Keys Hawkwatch will welcome visitors and participants daily. Addi-
tional information is available by calling Kritie Killam at the National 
Key Deer Refuge Visitor Center at 305-872-0774 (9:00am-4:00pm) or 
305-304-9625 or email flkeysbirdfest@gmail.com. Bill Thompson III, 
editor of Bird Watcher’s Digest will be the Keynote Speaker.

Sat., Sept. 29 — Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park Bird Walk  
Angel and Mariel Abreu will lead birders through Bill Baggs Cape 
Florida State Park on Key Biscayne. The park opens at 8:00am. 
Participants should meet at No Name Harbor (from the entrance  
station, take your first right and drive west to the parking area). The  
walk will begin by 8:15am.  Costs include an entrance fee to the park 
and the Rickenbacker Causeway toll.

Sun., Sept. 30 — Cutler Bay Birding
Roberto Torres will lead this tour of Cutler Bay birding locations. Meet 
at Bill Sadowski Park, 17555 SW 79 Ave., at 7:30am. Other stops 
may include Black Point, Dump Marsh and Cutler Wetlands. No fee.

Thur., Oct. 4 – Sun., Oct. 7 — South Florida Birding Festival
Join TAS for an exciting four-day event at Fairchild Tropical Botanic 
Garden. Keynote speaker will be Pete Dunne, author of The Feather 
Quest and many other books on birds and birding. There will be work-
shops, presentations and, of course, birding adventures. Field trips to 
several Miami-area birding hotspots are scheduled on Thursday and 
Friday. Saturday and Sunday will begin with a bird walk at Fairchild 
at 7am. Gates open to the public at 9:30am. There will also be arts 
and crafts, activities for children and vendor’s booths. Bird-attracting 
plants will be available for sale. The South Florida Birding Festival is 
co-sponsored by Tropical Audubon Society and is made possible by 
support from the James A. Kushlan Bird Conservation Program. For 
more information and a complete schedule, visit the Fairchild Tropical 
Garden website.

Sat., Oct. 13 — South Dade Birding   
Raul Urgelles will lead this carpool trip, which may include stops at 
Lucky Hammock, Castellow Hammock and Dump Marsh. Meet at 
7:30am in the parking lot of the Coe Visitor Center at Everglades 
National Park. No fee. Bring lunch.

Sun., Oct. 14 — A.D. Barnes Park Bird Walk  
Bill Boeringer will lead birders through A.D. Barnes Park. Enter 
on SW 72 Ave. just north of Bird Rd. (SW 40 St.), turn left at the T 
intersection and park in spaces on either side of the road. Meet at 
7:30am, returning at approximately 11:00am. No fee. 

Sat., Oct. 20 — Shark Valley / Loop Road Birding   
Paul Bithorn will lead this carpool trip. Meet at 8:00am at the airboat 
concession on the north side of Tamiami Trail (US 41), one mile west 
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of the Shark Valley entrance. There is an entrance fee to Shark Valley. 
Bring lunch.

Sun., Oct. 21 — Crandon Park Birding 
Rangel Diaz will lead birders through Crandon Park on Key Biscayne. 
Meet at 7:30am at the Crandon Visitor and Nature Center at Parking 
Lot #1, accessed via the North Beach entrance to the park (no fee 
before 8:00am). The tour will start at the Coastal Dune Trail, followed 
by a walk along the beach to the mud flats for shorebirds and a visit 
to Crandon Gardens.

Sat., Oct 27 — Everglades National Park Beginning Birding
Jeff Weber will lead this trip. Meet at 7:30am in the parking lot of the 
Coe Visitor Center at Everglades National Park. There is an entrance 
fee to the park. Bring lunch.

Sat., Nov. 3 — STA-1E Birding
Audubon Society of the Everglades invites TAS to join them for a 
tour of Stormwater Treatment Area-1E in Palm Beach County. For 
those planning to carpool, this trip is limited to 20 participants and 
reservations are required. No fee. Contact Brian Rapoza at fieldtrips@
tropicalaudubon.org for details, including meeting place and time. 

Sat., Nov. 10 — Southern Palm Beach Birding
John Hutchison will lead this carpool trip. Meet at 7:30am at 
Wakodahatchee Wetlands (13026 Jog Road, about 1.5 miles north of 
Atlantic Avenue in Delray Beach.) No fee.  Bring lunch.

Sat., Nov. 17 — Everglades National Park Birding 
John Boyd will lead this all day carpool trip. Meet in the parking lot of 
the Coe Visitor Center at Everglades National Park at 7:30am. There 
is an entrance fee to the park. Bring lunch. 

Sat., Nov. 24 — Snake Bight Kayaking/Canoeing 
David Schaffter leads this kayak/canoe trip to Snake Bight in Ever-
glades National Park, a 7-9 mile round-trip paddle, designed for inter-
mediate to advanced paddlers. Meet at Flamingo Marina for a 9:00am 
departure. Return by 4:00pm. Bring lunch, water, hat, sunscreen, in-
sect repellant and PFDs. There is an entrance fee to the park, plus 
a kayak/canoe entrance fee. Rentals, including paddles/PFDs, are 
available at the marina: kayaks-$45.00 per day, canoes-$32.00 for 8 
hours. Call 239-695-3101 for rental details.

Sat., Dec. 1 — South Florida Exotics Trip
Paul Bithorn will lead birders in search of parrots, bulbuls, mynas, and 
other introduced species in this carpool trip which begins at Matheson 
Hammock Park. Meet at 6:30am in the parking area on the left inside 
the park entrance. No fee.

Sat., Dec. 8 —Plantation Preserve Birding
South Florida Audubon Society’s Paddy Cunningham invites TAS to 
join her for a tour of Plantation Preserve in central Broward County.  
The preserve is on Broward Blvd., two miles east of University Drive. 
Meet Paddy at 8:00am at the trailhead past the playground. Lunch at 
a local restaurant will follow. No fee.

Sat., Jan. 5 — Southern Palm Beach Birding
Nancy Freedman will lead this carpool trip. Meet at 7:30am at 
Wakodahatchee Wetlands (13026 Jog Road, about 1.5 miles north of 
Atlantic Avenue in Delray Beach.) No fee. Bring lunch.

Sat., Jan. 12 — Everglades National Park Birding
John Boyd will lead this all day carpool trip. Meet in the parking lot of 
the Coe Visitor Center at Everglades National Park at 7:30am. There 
is an entrance fee to the park. Bring lunch.

Fri. - Mon., Jan. 18-21 — North Florida Birding 
Brian Rapoza and Paul Bithorn will lead this four day, three-night 
van trip to the Tallahassee area. Costs ($495.00 per person double 
occupancy: $150.00 single supplement) include hotel and van/gas. 
Email Brian at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org for further information.

Sat., Jan 19 — Crandon Park Birding  
Jim King will lead birders through Crandon Park on Key Biscayne. 
Meet at 7:30am at the Crandon Visitor and Nature Center at Parking 
Lot #1, accessed via the North Beach entrance to the park (no fee 
before 8:00am). The tour will start at the Coastal Dune Trail, followed 
by a walk along the beach to the mud flats for shorebirds and a visit 
to Crandon Gardens.

Sat., Jan 26 — North Broward Birding
John Hutchison will lead this carpool trip to birding locations in 
northern Broward County. Meet at 8:00am at Tall Cypress Natural 
Area. From Florida’s Turnpike, exit at Sample Road (Exit 69). Drive 
west 3 miles to Turtle Run Blvd. Turn right and drive north 0.2 miles to 
the park entrance. Bring lunch. 

Sat., Feb. 2 — STA-5 Birding 
Hendry Glades Audubon Society invites TAS to join them for a tour of 
Stormwater Treatment Area-5 in Hendry County. For those planning 
to carpool, this trip is limited to 20 participants and reservations are 
required. Contact Brian Rapoza at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org for 
details, including meeting place and time. No fee.

Sat., Feb. 9 — Everglades Nature Photography 
Jeff Weber and Trey Mitchell will lead this all-day event in Everglades 
National Park.  Meet at 7:00am at the Coe Visitor Center. There is an 
entrance fee to the park. Bring lunch. 

Sat., Feb. 16 — South Dade Birding 
Roberto Torres will lead this carpool trip, which may include stops 
at Lucky Hammock, Castellow Hammock and Dump Marsh. Meet at 
7:30am in the parking lot of the Coe Visitor Center at Everglades 
National Park. No fee. Bring lunch.

Sat., Feb. 23 — Shark Valley/Loop Road Birding 
John Hutchison will lead this trip. Meet at 8:00am at the airboat 
concession on the north side of Tamiami Trail (US 41), one mile west 
of the Shark Valley entrance. There is an entrance fee to Shark Valley. 
Bring lunch. 

Sat., Mar. 2 — Martin County Birding 
This is an all day carpool trip to birding locations in Martin County, 
including Dupuis Management Area and Jonathan Dickinson State 
Park. Meet Brian Rapoza at 6:00am at the east gate of the Doc 
Thomas property on SW 55th Ave. just south of Sunset (5530 Sunset 
Drive, South Miami). Costs include an entrance fee to the state park. 
Bring lunch. Walkie-talkies are recommended.

Sat., Mar. 9 — East Everglades / Chekika Area Birding
Carlos Sanchez leads this carpool trip to the east Everglades, 
including Chekika Day Use Area of Everglades National Park. Meet 
at 7:00am at the C-357 sparrow fields. From Krome Avenue, drive 
west 3.0 miles on Richmond Drive (SW 168 Street). Park near the 
entrance, at a yellow gate just west of the C-357 Canal. No fee. 

Sat., Mar. 16 — Everglades National Park Birding 
John Boyd will lead this all day carpool trip. Meet in the parking lot of 
the Coe Visitor Center at Everglades National Park at 7:30am. There 
is an entrance fee to the park. Bring lunch.
 
Sun., Mar. 17 — Spring Wildflower Walk with Roger Hammer
Well known South Florida plant expert, Roger Hammer, will lead this 
walk down the Long Pine Key Nature Trail in Everglades National 
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Park. Meet at the Ernest Coe Visitor Center in Everglades National 
Park at 8am, return approximately 11:30am. There is an entrance 
fee to the park.  Reservations and fee required: $40 members/$45 
nonmembers includes an autographed copy of one of Roger’s re-
cent books: Everglades Wildflowers, Florida Keys Wildflowers or 
Everglades National Park and the Surrounding Area (your choice). 
A $25 discount ($15 members/$20 nonmembers) if you bring along 
your own copy of one of Roger’s books! Call 305-247-1634, or e-mail 
Roger at kaskazi44@comcast.net to register or for more information.

Sat., March 23 — South Broward Birding
John Hutchison will lead this carpool trip to birding locations in 
southern Broward County. Meet at 8:00 AM at Plantation Preserve. 
The preserve is on Broward Blvd., two miles east of University Drive. 
Meet at 8:00am at the trailhead past the playground. Bring lunch. 

Sun., Mar. 24 — Porter-Russell Pine Rockland Walk 
Joe Barros will lead this walk through Tropical Audubon’s own pine 
rockland, a remnant of Miami-Dade’s most threatened habitat. Meet 
at 7:30am. From Florida’s Turnpike, exit at SW 216 St. Turn right and 
drive west on SW 216 St., across US-1, to SW 124 Ave. Turn left and 
drive south to SW 220 St. The pineland is on the right, just south of 
SW 220 St.  No fee.

Sat., Mar. 30 —Southern Palm Beach Birding  
Nancy Freedman will lead this carpool trip. Meet at 7:30am at 
Wakodahatchee Wetlands (13026 Jog Road, about 1.5 miles north of 
Atlantic Avenue in Delray Beach.) No fee.  Bring lunch.

Sat., Apr. 6 —MDC Environmental Center / Kendall Indian 
Hammock Park Bird Walk 
Stephen Paez and Jake Tucker will lead birders through the 
Environmental Center on the Miami-Dade College Kendall Campus, 
followed by a visit to Kendall Indian Hammock Park. Meet at 7:30am 
at the Environmental Center entrance on SW 113 Place, on the west 
side of the campus. Return is at approximately 11:00am. No fee.

Sun., Apr. 7 — Fairchild Tropical Botanical Gardens
Joe Barros will lead birders through Fairchild Tropical Botanical 
Gardens. Meet at 7:30am in the Matheson Hammock parking area 
adjacent to Fairchild’s north entrance. Entrance fee to Fairchild will be 
waived for TAS members. Return is at approximately 11:00am.

Sat., Apr. 13 — Greynolds Park Bird Walk 
Jim King will lead birders through Greynold’s Park, 17530 West Dixie 
Hwy in North Miami Beach. Meet at the park boathouse at 7:30am. 
Parking is available near the playground and the elevated mound 
opposite the boathouse. Return at approximately 11:00am. No fee.

Sun., Apr. 14 — Crandon Park Birding
Rangel Diaz will lead birders through Crandon Park on Key Biscayne. 
Meet at 7:30am at the Crandon Visitor and Nature Center at Parking 
Lot #1, accessed via the North Beach entrance to the park (no fee 
before 8:00am). The tour will start at the Coastal Dune Trail, followed 
by a walk along the beach to the mud flats for shorebirds and a visit 
to Crandon Gardens.

Sat., Apr. 20 – Mon., Apr. 22 – Florida Keys and  
Dry Tortugas Birding
Brian Rapoza and Paul Bithorn lead this three-day, two night van 
trip through the Florida Keys, including a one day boat trip to Dry 
Tortugas National Park. Costs ($795.00 per person double occupancy: 
$150.00 single supplement) includes two nights hotel in the Key West 
area, van/gas, park fees and ferry to the Dry Tortugas. Email Brian at 
fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org for further information.

Sat., Apr. 20 — Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park Bird Walk 
Robin Diaz will lead birders through Bill Baggs Cape Florida State 

Park on Key Biscayne. The park opens at 8:00am. Participants 
should meet at No Name Harbor (from the entrance station, take 
your first right and drive west to the parking area).  The walk will 
begin by 8:15am. Costs include an entrance fee to the park and the 
Rickenbacker Causeway toll.

Sun., Apr. 21 — A. D. Barnes Park Bird Walk 
Bill Boeringer will lead birders through A.D. Barnes Park. Enter on 
SW 72nd Ave. just north of Bird Rd. (SW 40th St.), turn left at the T 
intersection and park in spaces on either side of the road. Meet at 
7:30am, returning at approximately 11:00am. No fee.

Sat., Apr. 27 — Big Cypress Swamp Birding
Jeff Weber will lead this carpool trip to Big Cypress National Preserve.  
Meet at 7:30am at the Oasis Visitor Center on Tamiami Trail (US 41). 
Bring lunch and insect repellant. No fee.

Sun., Apr. 28 — Matheson Hammock Park Bird Walk
John Boyd will lead birders through Matheson Hammock on Old 
Cutler Rd. immediately north of Fairchild Gardens. The group meets 
in the Matheson parking area on the left, inside the park entrance, at 
7:30am. No fee.

Sat., May 4 – Hugh Taylor Birch State Park / Evergreen Cemetery 
Birding 
South Florida Audubon Society’s Paddy Cunningham invites TAS to 
join her for a tour of Hugh Taylor Birch State Park, followed by a visit 
to Evergreen Cemetery in Ft. Lauderdale. The state park’s entrance 
is on Sunrise Blvd., just west of A1A. Meet at 8:00am at the Hammock 
Trail parking area. Costs include an entrance fee to the park. 

Sun., May 5 — Key Largo Hammocks State Botanical Site: Birds, 
Butterflies and Native Plants
Joe Barros will lead this trip to the largest remaining tract of coastal 
tropical hardwood hammock in the Florida Keys. Meet at 7:00am 
at the Cracker Barrel restaurant at US 1 and Palm Drive in Florida 
City. Bring water and insect repellant. There is an entrance fee to the 
botanical site. Lunch at a Key Largo restaurant.

Sat., June 15 – Sun., Jun 23 — Northern New England Birding 
Brian Rapoza and Robin Diaz lead this nine-day, eight-night trip from 
the magnificent White Mountains of New Hampshire to the spectacular 
coast of down-east Maine. Included are visits to Mt. Washington, 
Baxter State Park, Machias Seal Island and Acadia National Park. 
This trip, which begins and ends in Portland, Maine, involves eight 
full days of birding, with hikes in both mountain and coastal habitats, 
and is designed for intermediate to advanced birders. Group size will 
be no more than ten (10) participants. Costs: $1,325.00 per person 
double occupancy, $400.00 single supplement. Cost includes van 
transportation, hotel accommodations and park entrance fees. Not 
included is air fare to Portland, tips, laundry costs and other incidental 
expenses. Meals will be eaten in local restaurants and are paid for by 
each participant. For a detailed itinerary and reservation requirements, 
email Brian Rapoza at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org. 

Sat., July 13 - Sat., July 27 –Birding in Central Panama 
Brian Rapoza leads this 15-day, 14-night birding tour of Panama, 
home to over 950 bird species, the highest in Central America!  We’ll 
spend a full week at world-famous Canopy Tower, in Soberania 
National Park along the Panama Canal. Among our many birding 
destinations will be legendary Pipeline Road as well as Achiote Road 
on the Caribbean coast. Our second week will be based at luxurious 
Canopy Lodge at El Valle de Anton, where we’ll explore cloud forest 
habitat in the caldera of an extinct volcano. Costs: $2,850.00 per 
person double occupancy (with private bath), $2,675.00 single in a 
single room (with shared bath), $3,410.00 single in a double room 
(with private bath). Cost includes transportation, meals, lodging and 
guides. Not included is round-trip airfare to Panama City, tips, laundry 



costs and other incidental expenses. For a detailed itinerary and trip 
application, with reservation requirements, email Brian Rapoza at 
fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org.

Join the Christmas Bird Counts! Every year since 1900 teams of 
interested birders have joined together across the country to count 
the number of individual birds within each species occurring on the 
same date in the same place. This huge task is coordinated by the 
National Audubon Society. The consistency of the count creates a 
viable set of statistics that can be compared and used to measure 
the effects that changes in the environment have had on the bird 
population. These measurements act as important warnings of 
environmental deterioration that should be heeded. In addition to 
the serious consequences of the bird counts, they are a fun way to 
spend a day with fellow birding enthusiasts. This is an all day event. 
Volunteers are needed for all areas.  

        Fri., Dec. 14 — Key Largo / Plantation Key CBC, 
 Coordinated by Peter Frezza. pfrezza@audubon.org        
        Fri., Dec. 14 — Biscayne National Park CBC, Coordinated by  
 Dr. V. McDonough. vanessa_mcdonough@nps.gov.
        Sat., Dec. 15 — Miami-Dade County CBC, Coordinated by  
 Brian Rapoza. fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org
        Mon., Dec. 17 — Long Pine Key CBC, Coordinated by Robin  
 Diaz. robin@tropicalaudubon.org
        Sun., Dec. 22 — Kendall CBC, Coordinated by Bill Boeringer.  
 bill@tropicalaudubon.org
        Sun., Dec. 29 — Coot Bay / Everglades CBC, Coordinated  
 by Brian Rapoza. fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org

conservation committee meetings at Doc Thomas House are 
scheduled on the 4th Wednesday of the month from August to No-
vember and January to April. Meetings begin at 7:30 PM and are 
open to TAS members and guests alike. Dates in 2012-13: Aug. 22, 
Sept. 26, Oct. 24, Nov. 28, Jan. 23, Feb. 27, Mar. 27 and Apr. 24.

birdathon: Tropical Audubon’s Eleventh Annual Birdathon is coming 
in April. From Saturday, April 6 – Sunday, April 21, raise money for 
TAS! Bird for up to 24 consecutive hours anytime during April 6-22. 
Collect pledges per bird seen or for the whole day. Win prizes! Stay 
tuned for more information about our exciting Birdathon. . . fun teams, 
good prizes, all day birding and all for a good cause!

Workdays: Want to learn about native plants, help Tropical maintain 
our native landscape at the Steinberg Nature Center at Doc Thomas 
House and get your hands dirty? We need you! Workdays are held 
every third Saturday of every month. Show up anytime between 8:30 
and noon and you will find a host of hard workers. This is a great 
opportunity for students to earn community service hours. Dates in 
2012-13: July 21, Aug. 18, Sept. 15, Oct. 20, Nov. 17, Dec. 15, Jan. 
19, Feb. 16, Mar. 16, Apr. 20, May 18, June 15 and July 20.

native plant sales, scheduled on October 20-21, members only 
Oct. 19, February 25-26 and June 1-2, are famous and fun. We 
have a great selection of South Florida plants with knowledgeable 
sales people to help you choose the best ones for your yard. Come 
early for the best selection, stay late to enjoy the company. 

For more information concerning conservation meetings, 
workdays and plant sales, contact TAS at (305) 667-7337 or 
director@tropicalaudubon.org.  To volunteer for workdays,  
e-mail volunteer1@tropicalaudubon.org.

2013 Conservation ConCert series
SAVE THE DATES!

With fall migration already taking flight, our eagerly 
anticipated 2013 Conservation Concert season is just a few 
months off. While the bands are yet to be announced, click 
or flip forward to your Winter calendar and plan to spend the 
last Saturday evening of January, February, March and April 
enjoying music under the stars, the oaks and the pines at 
TAS. “ConCon” initiates are already counting down to the 
loveliest, most enchanting old Florida evenings imaginable. A 
donation Bird Bar, courtesy of Republic National Distributing 
Co., provides refreshment, and picnic tables are available 
on a first-come basis. Nearby restaurants offer take-out, 
including TAS community partners: George’s, Sports Grill 
SoMi, Town Kitchen & Bar, and Whisk Gourmet.

Make a Saturday Night Date with TAS
January 26
February 23

March 30
April 27

Gates open at 6pm, concert starts at 7:30pm. 
Proceeds benefit capital improvements to the 

grounds and historic buildings.

tas annual conservation Workshop

Get involved and participate in helping set the TAS’ 
Conservation Agenda in the coming year at our Annual 
Conservation Workshop at The Deering Estate on Sat., 
September 22, 2012.

Early birds wil be able to take advantage of a bird walk with 
TAS President Joe Barros at 8:00am. Opening remarks, 
followed by panel sessions will start at 9:00am. The topics 
to be discussed are as follow:

Central Everglades Planning and Seepage Management
Threats to Biscayne Bay’s Health
Planning for Miami-Dade’s Future

Our Place on the Atlantic Flyway - Bird Conservation

This workshop is free and open to the public, participation 
is highly encouraged. So we can plan better and provide 
you with more details and information, please R.S.V.P. with 
us. 

Contact us with any questions at 305-667-7337

Meetings and Events

Bird Counts

TAS is looking for an enthusiastic intern to work on conservation 
advocacy and outreach. This is an excellent opportunity for young 
environmentalists to learn about local issues and to gain experience 
in public speaking, community organizing and communications. 
Writing skills and a background in environmental science a plus. 
For more details, contact Celeste De Palma at (305) 667-7337.

Exciting internship opportunity at TAS
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Tropical Audubon Society’s native hardwood 
hammock provided a shady setting for the 
inaugural Tri-Annual Food Truck Migration 
that hatched Sunday, June 3. More than 
300 attendees foraged for their supper 
among 12 vendors; some dined alfresco at 
communal picnic tables, while others tucked 
in under the chickee. Everyone slaked his or 
her thirst at the Bird Bar and wandered The 
Steinberg Nature Center trails. Guided tours 
of the historic Doc Thomas House were also 
on the menu. As if on cue, a chorus of birds 
sang the sun to bed to everyone’s delight.

Steve Simon of Food Truck Invasion 
organized the “Migration”; each vendor 
tithed a portion of his or her proceeds to 
TAS. Simon was thrilled with turnout and 
will stage another Food Truck Migration at 
TAS on Sunday, october 21, the same 
weekend as the next Native Plant Sale.

Admission is FREE; donations to Tropical 
Audubon Society are welcomed. $20 donors 
will be thanked with an annual membership 
to Tropical Audubon Society.

Gates open at 4 pm; vendors serve until 8 
pm, rain or shine.

Parking: Limited parking is available on 
the TAS grounds via the 55th Avenue gate. 
Limited free parking along 56th Avenue and 
free limited guest parking at TAS community 
partner Whisk Gourmet; metered parking 
on Sunset Drive; various garage and valet 
parking options within 1-3 blocks; Metro-rail 
service to South Miami Station.

Proceeds benefit capital improvements to the 
grounds and historic buildings.

Don’t miss Audubon Florida’s signature conservation event! This year’s Audubon 
Assembly focuses on Florida’s natural water resources. Learn how Audubon is using 
cutting-edge science and policy to preserve and protect our state’s most precious 
resource. The event brings together representatives of Audubon’s 35,000 members 
and 44 chapters with conservation leaders, scientists, educators and policy makers. 
Don’t miss the opportunity to network with Tropical Audubon’s conservation partners 
while enjoying nature-inspired walking workshops, inspiring speakers and thought-
provoking learning sessions. The 2012 Audubon Assembly is your chance to learn 
how you can make a difference in Florida’s future:

TAS hatches  Tri-Annual  Food  Truck  Migration

audubon assembly 2012: conserve Water to sustain life

Date: Oct. 26-27, 2012 (Friday- Saturday). Location: Hyatt Regency Sarasota on Sarasota Bay (must book separately)
For more information or to purchase tickets, please visit: http://fl.audubon.org/audubon-assembly-2012 

Or contact Jon Webber at 850-224-7546, jwebber@audubon.org.

• Attend a special keynote presentation from 
Florida author Cynthia Barnett, Author of Mirage 
and the Blue Revolution
• Engage in informative learning sessions featuring 
leading guest speakers
• Journey to a local special place for a hands-on 
field trip
• Learn cutting-edge conservation techniques for 
your community

TAS Food and Arts Events
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To feather Tropical Audubon Society’s proverbial nest year-round, 
an expanded group of South Miami restaurants are headlining 
the 2012/2013 Dine Out with Tropical Audubon Society series, 
including new community partners Solé and Sports Grill. The pilot 
Dine Out program (wherein each restaurant donates ten percent 
of dinner checks from designated first Tuesdays of the month to 
TAS) debuted last fall and was headlined by George’s, Town Kitchen 
& Bar and Whisk Gourmet. It generated so much publicity and 
attracted so many new patrons that Dine Out’s founding partners 
(each a TAS neighbor) generously repeated the program in the 
winter. 
 Bringing even more attention to the local dining scene in 
summer was both strategic and supportive. “All of our participants 
are our neighbors,” notes TAS director Laura Reynolds, “so we 
wanted to shine the spotlight on nearby restaurants that we enjoy 
patronizing. Being able to grow our Mission with an infusion of 
Dine Out funding is the icing on the cake.” Whisk Gourmet, Dine 
Out’s most frequent partner, officially inaugurated the Summer 
Season on Tuesday, July 3rd. “It’s a great thing for the South 
Miami community, and we are always surprised by the turnout 
of patrons each time,” says Whisk co-owner Kristin Connor. “We 
see incredible support for TAS in the neighborhood, and hope 
that Dine Out continues to bring more people through its gates.” 
Sports Grill South Miami stepped up to the plate on August 7th 
and attracted an olympic crowd.

Dine Out with TAS 

2012 Summer Series
TAS extends warm thanks to George’s, Sports Grill & 

Whisk Gourmet for their generous participation and support

2012 Fall Series
Restaurants TBA; Tuesdays, October 2, November 6, December 4.

2013 Winter Series
Restaurants TBA; Tuesdays, January 8, February 5, March 5

A Walk in the Woods with Wine & Whisk 

Wednesday November 7. Sonoma County’s esteemed Jordan 
Vineyard & Winery and South Miami’s celebrated Whisk Gourmet 
will stage an intimate winemaker dinner under the TAS Chickee 
Hut. Seating is extremely limited. 7pm reception; $125 p/p. 
RSVP to 305-740-7170

SOMI Artwalk 2012-13 Season

Second Friday of the month from October through March. 
Artwalks start at 6pm and finish at 9pm:

October 12
November 9
December 14

January 11
February 8

March 8
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living.  All of this has led to less exercise among Americans and poor 
food and lifestyle choices. As a result, doctors attest to health effects 
ranging from physical ailments such as respiratory disease, cancer, 
cardiovascular disease and obesity to mental health issues, including 
depression. 
 Dr. Sack also promotes the “Green Doctor Office Program,” 
a public service provided by the Environment and Health Section, 
where doctors can join and learn how to lower their environmental 
footprint and reap the cost savings. Dr. Sack also promotes the 
practice of incorporating environmental health-related questions into 
patient assessments. Patients are asked whether there are recreational 
opportunities near their home, or if there are toxins in or near their 
home.  
 Tropical Audubon’s presentation focused also on the 
fact that as local governments realize the importance of health-
focused urban planning, some city planners have started to design 
plans that provide for a healthier way of life. Miami-Dade County’s 
Comprehensive Development Master Plan (CDMP) includes a vision 
for a sustainable future in Miami-Dade County. Key elements of this 
plan are incorporated into the county’s newest initiative, GreenPrint. 
Our county was chosen as one of three communities nationwide to 
participate in this sustainability planning process that will incorporate 
existing sustainability goals, and provide citizens, business interests and 
community stakeholders with a community plan for sustainability. 
 Our county has also developed a Parks and Open Space 
Master Plan with specific improvements to be made in these key 
areas:  open places such as county parks and public spaces; natural and 
cultural heritage places; bike trails; greenways and trails; and streets. 
Implementing and funding the initiatives outlined in our CDMP and 
GreenPrint should be a major goal for Miami-Dade County leadership 
and residents in the coming decade.
 One of the ways TAS has worked to promote smart growth 
and the wise use of our natural resources is our continued fight to hold 
the Urban Development Boundary (UDB). The UDB was created by 
lawmakers and designed to control urban sprawl by requiring higher 
density development inside the boundary and less building outside of 
it.
 In 2007, the FMA made it their policy to oppose any 
movement of the UDB, and made their position known to our governor 
and county leadership. The FMA’s policy is based on the premise that 
the public’s health would be adversely affected by shortsighted city 
plans that would shift focus and dollars away from improving public 
transportation and promoting high-density living.  
What does “Smart Growth” mean for South Florida? According to 
the Smart Growth Partnership, a Southeast Florida Initiative, smart 
growth:

1) encourages development in existing urbanized areas; 2) creates 
more compact development in non-urbanized areas; 3) promotes the 
proximity of jobs; 3) shopping, and services to residential areas; 4) 
provides more transportation options; and 5) ensures access to natural 
areas.  Using smart growth principles, roads are no longer strictly 
made for motorized vehicles but for pedestrian- and bike-friendly 
corridors as well, helping us move away from our dependence on 
cars and promoting a variety of ways to get around, enhancing public 
transportation. 
 How well has Florida done? Florida’s Growth Management 
Act was gutted in 2011 under Governor Rick Scott, negatively 
impacting Florida’s Comprehensive planning in many ways. The law 
was renamed the Community Planning Act, and the agency responsible 
for overseeing state land planning, Department of Community Affairs, 
was eliminated.  The capacity of the checks-and-balances system 
we have relied on for 30 years to ensure local compliance with state 
planning criteria has been greatly reduced. It is also more difficult for 
citizens to effectively challenge local government decisions that allow 
more development. Several fundamental statutory requirements from 
local comprehensive plans have been eliminated such as financial 
feasibility, demonstration of need, and transportation strategies to 
reduce emissions.  Follow TAS’ activities during the legislative session 
starting in January 2013 to help ensure no additional degradation of 
environmental laws.  
 On the bright side, South Florida is fortunate to have the 
“Seven50 Plan.” Seven counties, Martin through Monroe, will plan for 
the next 50 years over the next 18 months.  This is currently the only 
place where comprehensive planning is taking place in Florida on a 
multi-county level.  We need to ensure that the environmental voice 
is at the table, so be sure to attend the events in your area! Learn more 
at www. seven50.org.
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Here are four things you can do this year to promote smart 
growth in South Florida and health-focused urban planning in 
MDC:
1. Participate in community land use planning discussions. 
Join the TAS email list to stay informed.
2. Write a letter-to-the-editor and share your thoughts with your 
community. Feel free to ask us for guidance or talking points on 
the topic you care about. 
3. Support the TAS. Your membership dollars and volunteer 
hours are directly invested in our community through decision-
maker engagement and hands-on nature experiences.
4. Learn more about Healthy Communities. Watch Richard 
Jackson’s PBS special or read his book: Designing Healthy 
Communities by Richard J Jackson with Stacey Sinclair.

by Laura Reynolds

The 
     Florida Medical associaTion
         and 
             Tropical audubon socieTy
                 TeaM up

Build HealtH:

 Continued from page 3



Tropical  Audubon  Society

Placing Wood Storks on the Endangered 
Species List helped bring their numbers up 
from about 5,000 breeding pairs in the 1970s 
to approximately 11,000 breeding pairs today. 
In the 1930s, however, it was estimated that 
there were 20,000 breeding pairs across the 
southeastern United States. Now Wood 
Storks are under assault again from the 
Florida Home Builders Association, a pro-
development lobbying group that claims the 
Wood Stork’s protected status creates an 
economic hardship to developers who want to 
raze Florida’s diminishing wetlands for profit. 
It was the Florida Home Builders Association 
that petitioned the USFWS to re-evaluate the 
Wood Stork’s status on the Federal level.  
     Changing the status from endangered 
to threatened doesn’t leave Wood Storks 
unprotected, but it’s one step closer to 
delisting them entirely, which would no 
doubt dramatically increase development 
in Florida’s wetlands. The Wood Stork is 
also a state-listed endangered species but, 
if it is downgraded by the Feds, then state 
agencies may be pressured to delist them 
as well, even though the Wood Stork is 
clearly endangered in parts of the state. 

     Regardless of the increase in nesting pairs 
of Wood Storks across their current range, 
populations in South Florida continue to 
struggle in such places as Everglades National 
Park, Big Cypress National Preserve, and 
Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary, principally due 
to detrimental water management practices to 
appease developers and agricultural interests. 
Periods of drought, and even overtly rainy 
years, can be devastating to Wood Storks as 
well. When water levels either become too 
high, causing fish to spread over wider areas, 
or too low, which can eliminate wading bird 
feeding grounds entirely, Wood Storks will 
abandon their nests and leave their young 
to die. Sadly, whenever there is a drastic 
reduction in their food base (mostly small 
fish), necessary to sustain nesting colonies, 
the storks have no other choice but to fly off 
in an effort to find enough food for their own 
survival.
     It doesn’t take much to kill a Wood Stork. 
History shows that covering wetlands with 
homes and shopping malls works remarkably 
well. History also shows that without 
protection, 20,000 breeding pairs can decline 
to 5,000 breeding pairs rather quickly. Stay 
tuned.

has begun. Numbers and diversity continue to build straight 
through October with the passage of nearly thirty species of 
warbler, half a dozen flycatchers and vireos, both grosbeaks, 
both tanagers, both orioles, and various raptors. I have the most 
fun birding here at this time, quietly stalking the undergrowth 
for a peek at a Swainson’s or Kentucky Warbler, flushing a 
Chuck-will’s-widow, and picking through migrant feeding flocks 
for less common migrants such as Blue-winged or Blackburnian 
Warbler. 
 As October draws to a close and the first cold front 
pushes through the state, avian numbers and diversity stabilize 
and the weather shifts into a warm and dry winter pattern.  A 
mixed flock of Semipalmated Plovers, Least Sandpipers, and 
Ruddy Turnstones forage along the shores of the park as they 
have in winters past. Ring-billed Gulls move in on the beach 
to join the Laughing Gulls for food scraps. In contrast to the 
leafless and cold forests just to the north, the tropical hardwood 
hammocks remain lush and verdant throughout the winter, with 
over half a dozen species of warbler, three species of vireo, Ruby-
throated Hummingbird, Summer Tanager, Painted Bunting, 
Baltimore Oriole, and Great Crested Flycatcher sticking around. 
Occasionally, western visitors make an appearance such as 
Brown-crested Flycatcher and Western Tanager. By the time 
Cedar Waxwings finally arrive, which isn’t a given every year, 
winter is wrapping up in South Florida and the cycle of the 
seasons at Matheson Hammock begins again.

 Continued from page 3

The Birds of Matheson Hammock           by Carlos Sanchez
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by Roger L. Hammer

TO KILL A 
WOOD STORK

© Rafael Galvez

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, Orange-winged Parrot 
© Carlos Sanchez
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Each fall season, hundreds of bird 
species migrate through South Florida 
on their way towards the Caribbean, 
Central and South America.

The Florida Keys Hawkwatch monitors 
the migration of birds as they travel over 
the island chain. You may volunteer or 
visit from September 15 - November 13, 
9am to 4pm at Curry Hammock State 
Park. For more information, call 305-
804-6003. 

During the fall of 2012, 2976 Peregrine 
Falcons were observed from the Florida 
Keys Hawkwatch. Most of these birds 
continued their migration over the 
Florida Straits or the Gulf of Mexico, to 
distant destinations, as far as southern 
Chile, only to return during the spring! 
Where have you seen one?

photo by Kevan Sunderland

bird MigraTion connecTs 
us across conTinenTs

Tropical  Audubon  Society

Help improve our part of the Atlantic Flyway
Plant Natives and learn how to attract birds to your area

Fall migration has arrived!  Our biggest challenge in South Florida is having suitable habitat for birds to rest 
and refuel as they head south. Miami-Dade and the State of Florida are a critical part of the Atlantic Flyway. 
To ensure birds are successful in their passage through our area, help Tropical Audubon create an Urban 
Oasis in Miami-Dade County. 

Here is how you can help:
Attend our next plant sale and talk to the experts: October 20 and 21, members only Oct. 19, 2pm until 
dark.
Plant natives that attract wildlife in your backyard, and be sure your municipality does the same. Make 
sure they report any tree plantings on Milliontrees.org so we can all reach our tree canopy goals of 30 
percent by 2020 by planning 1 million trees.  We are currently at 12% and that ranks us among the worst 
cities in the US.
Keep clean fresh water outside at all times.  
Put out birdseed. Use hanging cylinders instead of open trough feeders to limit your visitors to birds.
Be sure your neighborhood and local parks are free of feral cats. Feral cats hunt birds. Report sightings or 
use a “have a heart trap” to remove them from your property and take them to animal control. Or try to 
find someone to adopt them. Overall encourage everyone to keep cats indoors.
Avoid using pesticides. They kill insects, which are a big part of a bird’s diet.
Use mulch and remove grass to improve the health of your plants. 
Remember that birds like thickets, woodpiles and deadwood.
Meet with local elected officials and give them a copy of TAS’ handy plant list and encourage the planting 
of not just trees but understory as well. Advocate for passive parks and encourage the planting of bird 
friendly trees. 
Volunteer with TAS and other groups advocating for increase tree canopy such as our partners Treemendous 
and the Native Plant Society, or donate or become a member.

You will find in no time an increase in the productivity and viewing excitement of your backyard and 
neighborhood. We want to hear testimonials and stories of how your transformation is going. Send us 
photos and pictures or consider writing something for our newsletter. 
  

Email or call anytime for advice on how you can help make Miami-Dade more wildlife friendly: 
305-667-7337, director@tropicalaudubon.org

•

•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

by Laura Reynolds
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Swallow-tailed Kite ($10,000)
Finlay Matheson
Alan Steinberg

Roseate Spoonbill 
($5,000)
Florida Keys Audubon Society
Joy Klein
Leica Camera Inc.
Team Foot Works 

Great White Heron
($1,000)
Joe Barros
Kenneth & Marcia C. Proctor
Space Coast Audubon Society
Whisk Gourmet

Painted Bunting 
Bickley Simpson
Pilar Rodriguez
George’s on Sunset
Dennis Olle

Purple Gallinule 
Anonymous
Karen Friend
Cynthia & Frances Guerra 
Daniel Koch Esq.
Gerald H. Laurie 
Joyce & Richard Newman
Patricia L. & Anne M. Phares
Denise Fairbanks Simpson
Sports Grill South Miami

The Merrill G. & Emita E. Hastings   
     Foundation
Ann Wiley

White-crowned Pigeon
Unity on The Bay
Marjory Stoneman Douglas  
     Biscayne Nature Center
Blanche T. August
Sandy Batchelor 
William D. & Nancy Baxter
Paul Bithorn
John Boyd
Richard F. & Joan H. Cohen
Sara Ellenburg
Family Trust of N. Frances 
Freedman
Nancy Freedman
Carol Green
Mindy Hersh
Linda S. Humphries
John Hutchison
Daniel Koch Esq.
Cheryl K. & Benjamin Q. Morgan
Alice Pace
Carol B. Rist
Margaret Ryder
Steven Siegel
Mr. John G. Simms, Jr.
John A. Stevens
Anitra Thorhaug:
     In Memory of Wangari Maathai
Melissa Zitowsky

The following generous individuals and foundations have contributed to TAS since our last publication. We GREATLY appreciate their support!
Elizabeth Ordway Dunn Foundation

The Everglades Foundation
Together Green: A Partnership with Audubon & Toyota

Earthshare

Seaside Sparrow 
Accountant Consultants
Dawn Addy
Cindy Amar
Raul Amores
Sally Ancona
Ed Artigas
Ruth Balestra
Antonio Balladanes
Dolora Batchelor
Priscilla Bittson
Richard Brennan
Vicky Brown
Eve Cater
Brent Cavolt
Maya Chatterjea
Elizabeth Cozad
Ronald C. Crider
Leticia de Mello Bueno
Brian Derry
Rangel Diaz
Nancy Domenico
Christina Dupuy
Barbara Erickson
Juan del Hierro
Arlene Ferris
Sherri Flinn
Karen A. Frauman
John Freedman
Peter Frezza
Susan Froehlich
Tami Gautier
Gloria Golightly
Richard Higgins
Christoper Jackson

Ruth Jacobs
Kimberly Kaeser
Helen Keatley
John G. Keen
Fran Kenneth
Arlene Kahn
Beth Kibler
Jennifer Kilpatrick
Ray Kilpatrick
Barbara Clement Klammer
Claudia B. Kotchka
Carole Kotkin
Jeanie H. Kreitzburg: 
     In memory of Audrey M. Knight
Mr. & Mrs. David Kwiat
Nancy Lee
Doreen Le Page
Bradley T. Lipps
Elizabeth Longo
Martha Lopez
David Lotker
Mike Maunder
Doug McDonald
Patty McDonald
Carolyn McLeavey
Paul & Coty Michel
Arsenio Milian
Dr. J. Kenneth Miller
Michelle Miller
Alexander Mitchell
Russell Mofsky, Gold Dust Lounge
Angela Montes
Jorge Montesino
Aaron and Anna Morris
Dean Murphy

Kirsten Onsted
Tony Pasko
Diana Perez
Dr. Robert S. Pittell
Sarah Enit Phelps
Arlene Randall
Toni Randolph
Chris Rawls
Jeanette Rawls
Donna Rich
Nathan Roan
Mary Rose
Myra Rosen
Cheri Rosenberg
Estelle Roth
Wayne F. & Debra A. Russell
Mary Sands
Charles & Maria Sanders
Karen Sims
Marion Elizabeth & Larry J. Snipes
Michael Smith
Soaring Eagle Marketing Company
Valentine Soler
Claudia Steadman
Marsha Talianoff
Caonabo Antonio Taveras
Rafael C. Toledo
Claire Tomlin
Sherrye Troy
Rose Mary Twinam
Almann Ulysse
Valeria Vidal
Laura Weinfeld:
     In Memory of Richard Lapidus
Leah Yany

Cape Sable

See South Florida from a different point of 
view and paddle through waterways you 
never knew existed on one of Tropical 
Audubon’s guided sea kayak tours. Even 
if you’ve lived in South Florida for decades 
this tour is sure to take you somewhere 
new! We provide the boats, life jackets, 
and safety equipment. All you need to 
bring are water shoes, sunscreen, lunch, 
and water. Paddlers of all levels are 
welcome.
 Tropical Audubon’s Executive 
Director, Laura Reynolds, along with 
a select crew have made a conscious 
decision to keep the groups relatively 
small so that each paddler can get 
personalized attention. Kayak along 

South Florida’s natural waterways and 
get a first hand view of the environment 
that Tropical Audubon fights so hard to 
protect. 
 Tours are scheduled for the third 
Saturday of each month through January. 
We offer half- day and full-day excursions. 
We appreciate a $40 donation per paddler 
for half-day tours and an $80 donation for 
full-day tours. All children nine and up are 
welcome and each paddler will receive a 
free membership to Tropical Audubon 
and a Paddle Out guide and sticker for 
attending the trip. Private tours with 
groups of four or more are also available. 
Contact for scheduling at Pilar77@gmail.
com. Hablo Español.

 Continued from page 1
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PaDDle Out witH trOPical auDuBOn
 tO DiScOver BiScayne Bay

By Pilar rodriguez

in November 2011, the parties filed an 
administrative challenge to the permit and 
the variances. The United States Army Corps 
of Engineers, the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection, and Miami-Dade 
County were each parties to the litigation. 
 After several months of discovery 
the parties agreed to mediation. The 
mediation itself took several weeks to 
complete. As a result of that process the 
parties were able to come to the settlement. 
The deep dredge project is scheduled to go 
forward in January. Be on the alert. Report 
any activities that threaten the environment 
to Mark Thomasson, Division Director, Water 
Resource Management, FL Department 
of Environmental Protection at 850-245-
8035. We believe Biscayne Bay will be better 
protected as a result of the legal challenge 
and settlement. 

Port of Miami 
D e e p  D r e d ge

By James M. Porter, Esq. 



co-sponsored by tropical audubon society, and is made possible by support
from the James a. kushlan bird conservation program.

WWW.fairchildgarden.org

half and full day birding tours around south florida, thursday and friday, 
october 4 and 5. for field trip information and prices or to register contact 

305.663.8091 or nWhite@fairchildgarden.org.

bird-attracting plants Will be available for sale. arts and crafts, and vendors.

keynote speaker: pete dunne, 1pm saturday, director of the cape may 
bird observatory, founder of the World series of birding, and author of 

the feather Quest and many other books on birds and birding. 

bird Walks at 7am and 4pm, saturday and sunday led by Joe barros
children’s Walk at 11am, saturday and sunday

lecture, the atlantic flyWay, 3pm, saturday by brian rapoza
raptors & other migrating birds of s. florida, 11:30am sunday: rafael galvez

tHurSDay - SunDay OctOBer 4 -7
FaircHilD  trOPical
B O t a n i c   G a r D e n S
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