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T 

he National Parks Conservation Association (NPCA) 
joined TAS in filing a lawsuit in federal court against the US 

Army Corps of Engineers, opening a new front in the battle to 
stop inappropriate development from overwhelming the multi-
billion dollar commitment to restore America’s threatened Ever-
glades.  TAS and NPCA believe that the Corps violated federal 
law by allowing a controversial wetland fill permit to move for-
ward for one purpose, agriculture, although the property owner, 
Atlantic Civil, Inc., and prospective developer, Lennar Corpora-
tion, have filed plans with the State of Florida to build a mega-
development on the site. 
 
The property is a few miles away from and directly between Bis-
cayne and Everglades National Parks. Part of the “Model 
Lands,” these wetlands recharge the aquifer and filter the water 
flowing to Florida and Biscayne Bays. Atlantic Civil obtained a 
permit in April 2001, to fill nearly 1000 acres of low-lying wet-
lands in Miami-Dade County for agriculture.  In 2004, the owner 
filed plans for a huge development – backed by one of the na-
tion’s largest production homebuilders, Lennar – to build 6000 
homes and related commercial development. 
 

Given the development proposal, the Corps rightly questioned 
the owner’s claim to only want to fill for agriculture and tempo-
rarily suspended the permit. However, when the owner ob-
jected, the Corps acquiesced and subsequently extended the 
permit until August 2006. The Corps maintains that any change 
in the land use from agriculture to housing would require a new 
permit. But the owner said that once it has finished filling the 
property, the Corps would not have jurisdiction over the site. 
NPCA and TAS allege the Corps should consider the develop-
ment plans now, before the dredging and filling is completed. 
 
NPCA and TAS have also sent a letter of intent to sue to the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service and the Corps citing concerns over 
the impacts of the project on imperiled species.  Our decision to 
send this letter was validated when representatives from TAS 
and NPCA came across a dead Florida Panther on Card Sound 
Road in early February.  The Corps is currently reviewing an-
other request by the property owner to extend the timeline of the 
permit until 2011. This battle is one of many that the restoration 
community is waging to preserve and increase the size of wet-
lands across South Florida.  

TAS and NPCA file suit! 
sue to halt mega-development 

Cynthia Guerra, Jamie Furgang  

and Traci Romine 

 

W 

hat a difference a couple of 

months make! If you haven’t heard 

about it by now, the UDB debate became 

even more complex when Carol Wehle of 

the South Florida Water Management 

District and Coleen Castille of the Florida 

Department of Environmental Protection 

recently paid an unexpected visit with the 

County. Governor Jeb Bush acted in favor 

of balancing urban and environmental 

needs this week when these two State 

agencies refused to approve Miami-Dade 

County’s water consumptive use permit 

request. 

 

This action came on the wake of Miami-

Dade’s failure to identify alternative water 

sources or implement programs for its 

conservation and re-use, all of which are 

called for in Senate Bill 444. While other 

local governments throughout Florida 

have submitted these types of projects to 

the State for matching funds, Miami-Dade 

County has been slow to act. Yet all the 

while, County Commissioners continue to 

consider nine major development projects 

that would stretch beyond the urban de-

velopment boundary and further strain 

limited water resources. 

 

The state’s position sends a strong signal 

to the county: urban vitality depends upon 

a healthy natural environment and ample 

natural resources. Urban sprawl, without 

programs to reserve water for the natural 

environment, will harm both the environ-

ment and the quality of life of all Floridi-

ans. The Governor and State agencies 

took this action to balance growth pres-

sures with the needs to restore the Ever-

glades and bays. Now the State must turn 

attention to completing the overdue proc-

ess of reserving water for the Everglades, 

Biscayne and Florida bays. Without pro-

tections in place now, new demands for 

growth will further destroy the environ-

ment. 

 

As we reported last time, the County 

Commission voted to transmit the applica-

tions to move the UDB to the state’s De-

partment of Community Affairs for further 

review despite a mayoral veto. The DCA 

completed their review and have recom-

mended denial of all the applications, cit-

ing issues relating to waters supply, over-

crowded schools and traffic. The applica-

tions will come back to the Planning Advi-

sory Board on March 20 and the County 

(Continued on page 6) 

Urban Development Boundary Update 
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Tropical Audubon Society (TAS) is a group of dedicated citizens 

who care about the quality of South Florida’s environment. 

Established in 1947, we are a chapter of National Audubon 

Society and Florida Audubon Society. Our headquarters, the 

Doc Thomas House, is a Dade County Historic site on three sub-

tropical acres of native habitat in South Miami. 

 

Tropical Audubon’s purposes are: 

1) Conservation: to work toward protection of the natural world 

and to promote wise stewardship of natural resources, especially 

native plants and animals and their habitat. 

2) Education: to promote, among members and  the public of all 

ages, an understanding and appreciation of nature, the 

environment, and ecological relationships. 

3) Enjoyment: as a society of members with compatible interests, 

to enjoy together the study and protection of nature. We believe 

in the wisdom of nature’s design. We seek to foster and promote 

ecological conscientiousness in our community. 

 

Editor: Jen Lindsley 

Desk Top Publishing: Steven Mumford 

 

Tropical Audubon Bulletin, the official newsletter of the 

Tropical Audubon Society, is published bimonthly by the 

Tropical Audubon Society, a non-profit, 501(c) (3) tax-exempt 

organization. Throughout this newsletter, “TAS” refers to the 

Tropical Audubon Society, while “DTH” refers to the Doc 

Thomas House, the site of our office located at 5530 Sunset 

Drive; Miami, Florida 33143. The phone number is (305) 667-

7337. Membership rate, $20 per year. Please make your checks 

payable to Tropical Audubon Society, and mail to our office 

(address above). Articles, news of events, original drawings, and 

letters to the Editor are welcomed, and should be submitted to 

the TAS office 4 weeks prior to each by-monthly publication. It 

would be preferable if your copy were submitted via the 

internet. See the "About TAS" section of our website for more 

information. 

 

Visit Tropical Audubon on the internet at: 

tropicalaudubon.org 

A 

s South Florida continues to 

recover from 2005’s unprece-

dented hurricane season, local 

Christmas Bird Counts provided 

opportunities to assess how Ka-

trina and Wilma impacted winter-

ing bird populations. Though 

much of the Flamingo area in Ev-

erglades National Park remained 

closed to the public during the 

count period, access to the area 

was permitted for the Coot Bay 

count. A possible indication of the 

damage to hardwood hammock 

canopy was the low count for 

White-crowned Pigeons. Only 

one White-crowned Pigeon was 

counted compared with 28 last 

year and an average of 16 for the 

past fifteen years. Only four 

Sharp-tailed Sparrows (3 Nel-

son’s, 1 Saltmarsh) were found in 

coastal prairie habitat that was 

clearly impacted by storm surge. 

No Greater Flamingos were seen 

in Florida Bay during the count 

(40 were tallied in 2004) and only 

61 Roseate Spoonbills were 

counted, the lowest number since 

the mid-1980’s. On the other 

hand, counts were high for many 

shorebird species, including Wil-

let (3,200), Marbled Godwit (413) 

and Dunlin (5,500), though these 

numbers do fluctuate dramati-

cally from year to year, depend-

ing on tidal conditions. 

 

The Long Pine Key CBC, now in 

its sixth year, saw high counts for 

many species, undoubtedly the 

result of thorough coverage of 

the circle area by its eighteen 

participants. Higher numbers of 

grassland species such as Sedge 

Wrens, Savannah, Grasshopper 

and Swamp Sparrows, and East-

ern Meadowlarks were seen in 

areas such as Hole-in-the Donut, 

where invasive Brazilian Pepper 

has recently been eradicated. Two 

American Golden-Plovers were 

spotted in an area along the old 

Ingraham Highway that is being 

converted to marsh. The pair re-

mained in the area through Janu-

ary. The female Vermilion Fly-

catcher that wintered last year at 

Paurotis Pond, returned for a sec-

ond year, just in time for the CBC. 

 

Over 130 Black Scoters were seen 

offshore during the Miami CBC, 

while five Horned Grebes and two 

Buffleheads were spotted off Black 

Point during the Kendall CBC. An-

other Bufflehead was discovered in 

January at Windmill Park in 

Broward. A straggler from the fall 

invasion of Franklin’s Gulls was 

found at the Miami-Dade sewage 

treatment plant during the Kendall 

count. Nashville Warblers, now 

regular during winter in South Flor-

ida, were seen during CBCs at 

Greynold’s Park and Pinecrest 

Gardens (formerly Parrot Jungle), 

as well as at Easterlin Park in 

Broward. A Tennessee Warbler, 

very rare in Florida during winter, 

was found at Greynold’s Park dur-

ing the Miami CBC. Another Ten-

nessee Warbler was seen and 

photographed in January at South-

ern Glades Wildlife and Environ-

mental Area, outside Everglades 

National Park. Though not found 

during the Miami CBC, the Carolina 

Chickadee at Greynold’s Park con-

tinued to be seen through the win-

ter. 

 

The Common Nighthawk reported 

from a Homestead shopping center 

in December was videotaped and 

its voice recorded, confirming for 

the first time its presence in Florida 

during winter. A Buff-bellied Hum-

mingbird was discovered for the 

second consecutive winter at 

Fairchild Tropical Gardens. Also 

during the season, female Black-

chinned Hummingbirds were re-

ported from both Fairchild Gardens 

and Castellow Hammock. The diffi-

culty in distinguishing female 

Black-chinned from Ruby-throated 

Hummingbird has complicated ef-

forts to confirm these sightings. 

Myiarchus flycatchers have also 

produced identification challenges 

this winter. A flycatcher seen, 

heard and photographed at Black 

Point in late December was origi-

nally identified as an Ash-throated. 

After considerable discussion on 

the TAS Birdboard, identification 

shifted to Brown-crested Fly-

catcher, a more likely candidate but 

still a good find for the area. An-

other Brown-crested Flycatcher 

was reported in early February 

from near Hidden Lake in Ever-

glades National Park. Farther a 

field, a Fork-tailed Flycatcher was 

discovered in December at a king-

bird roost near Lake Apopka and 

was reliably viewed through Janu-

ary. 

 

By March we begin to say goodbye 

to winter visitors during the last of 

the season’s TAS carpool trips; in 

April we greet the increasing vari-

ety of neotropical migrants during 

our spring bird walks. Check the 

TAS calendar (page 6) for a com-

plete listing of all these exciting 

trips and we hope you can join us!  
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F 

lock to our Annual Meeting, Sunday, 

April 30th from 4 to 7 pm, at the Doc 

Thomas House! The Wingding features 

yummy refreshments and appetizers and the 

presentation of awards recognizing those in 

our community who are actively working to 

protect and conserve our environment.  We 

will also be announcing the winners of the 

2006 Birdathon!  Everglades National Park 

Superintendent Dan Kimball (confirmed) and 

Biscayne National Park Superintendent Mark 

Lewis (invited) will deliver our Keynote ad-

dress.  

Help us feather our nest with contributions 

for our first Silent Auction. We need dona-

tions, so if you or your business has an item 

to donate to the auction, please call us at 

305-667-7337 or e-mail direc-

tor@tropicalaudubon.org. Potential auction 

items include gift certificates, sporting, cul-

tural, and other event tickets, jewelry, wine, 

art, electronic equipment, services, or other 

wonderful and desirable items. Then come to 

the meeting prepared to bid and win!  Items 

will be auctioned off on a cash and carry 

basis (Visa, MasterCard and personal 

checks are accepted). 

 

During this meeting, we will be nominating 

new and returning members to our Board of 

Directors. Our nominating committee is ac-

tively soliciting names of people who might 

be interested in serving on the TAS Board. 

We are always looking for dedicated and 

energetic individuals who can help with our 

programs, activities, and fundraising.  If you 

are interested or know someone who might 

fit the bill, please contact us at 305-667-7337 

or e-mail director@tropicalaudubon.org. 

Annual Meeting, Conservation Awards, Birdathon Winners and Silent Auction!! TAS Wingding: 

O 

ur Annual Birdathon will span April 14-29, 2006.  

You can count birds during any 24 consecutive 

hours in this period.  A Birdathon is like a walkathon. You 

collect pledges for birds species seen instead of miles 

walked (for example, $1 per bird, 25¢ per bird, etc.), or 

simply for a flat amount. You can bird solo, form a team, 

or join an existing team. You can even do your Birdathon 

on any of the TAS birdwalks during this period. 

 

Collecting $50 in pledges nets you a colorful TAS cap.  

Individuals that pledge $50 or more get a cap too!  Bir-

dathoners win prizes for raising money and for counting 

the most birds.  Prizes in the past have included birding 

trips to the Dry Tortugas, binoculars, accommodations in 

New Orleans and the Keys, Audubon prints, restaurant 

meals, native plants and more.  Check our website for a 

list of this year's prizes or call the Doc Thomas House for 

info. Please contact us at 305-667-7337 or at direc-

tor@tropicalaudubon.org if you or your business can do-

nate a prize. 

 

Prize categories include 

 

• Highest pledge total ($) 

• Most bird species seen by an individual or a team 

 

 

To participate, simply download the pledge forms from 

tropicalaudubon.org. You can also receive copies of the 

pledge forms via USMail by calling 305-667-7337 or by 

emailing director@tropicalaudubon.org  

 

How to Birdathon! 

 

1) Get pledges from friends, neighbors, co-workers, 

strangers. See the info sheet on our website for ideas 

about how to boost your pledge totals. 

 

2) Tell us your name or your team name by April 14 by 

calling us at 305-667-7337 or by e-mailing direc-

tor@tropicalaudubon.org. 

 

3) Count birds. 

 

4) Tell us how many species you saw and how many 

pledges you received.  To be eligible for prizes, this info 

must be called in by 4 pm April 30th to 305-667-7337.  

Leave your name, team name, number of birds species 

seen and total pledged amount.  Prize winners will be an-

nounced during our annual meeting on April 30th. 

 

5) Collect pledge donations and forward to TAS at 5530 

Sunset Drive, Miami, Fl 33143 by May 27. 

 

6) Come to TAS on June 3 be-

tween 9 am and 5 pm or June 4 

between 9 am and 3 pm to col-

lect your prizes and caps. 

 

Doing the Birdathon is a lot of 

fun and every single dollar raised 

stays right here in south Florida to 

support Tropical Audubon's work. 

We need your help to do it, so 

grab some friends, grab your bin-

oculars, and get birding! 

Sun.-Wed, Apr. 30-May 3  

 - Dry Tortugas Spring Migration Boat Trip - 

 

Larry Manfredi leads birders aboard the Playmate out of Key 

West. This trip is every birder's dream! Reservations and fee re-

quired. Ten percent of your fee will be donated to TAS and is tax-

deductible. Contact Larry at birderlm@bellsouth.net  or call 

305-258-9607.  

Don’t Miss The Boat To  

Fort Jefferson!! 
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FAIRCHILD TROPICAL GARDEN 

Palm and Cycad Sale – Mar. 18-19, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 

p.m., presented by the South Florida Palm Society. 
 

International Orchid Festival – Mar. 31–Apr. 2, 9:30 

a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 

Heliconia Sale – Apr. 15, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., pre-

sented by the Heliconia Society of South Florida. 

 

Bromeliad Show and Sale – Apr. 22-23, 9:30 a.m. to 

4:30 p.m., presented by the Bromeliad Society of 

South Florida. 

 

Begonia Show and Sale – Apr. 29-30, 9:30 a.m. to 

4:30 p.m., presented by the Miami Begonia Society.  

WHAT OUR FRIENDS ARE DOING: 

FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY  

The Dade Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society 

meets on fourth Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. at Fairchild 

Tropical Botanic Garden (social time 7:15).  Meetings 

are free and open to the public.   

 

On March 28, Chris Migliaccio, Professor at Miami-

Dade College, presents "Barking Up the Right Tree" -- 

identification of South Florida's native trees by their 

bark.   

 

The April 25 program is to be announced.  Call 305-

255-6404 for more information or visit www.fnps.org  

(follow links to Chapters-Dade).  

NORTH AMERICAN BUTTERFLY ASSOC.  

MIAMI BLUE CHAPTER 

Mar. 4, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Native Plant Day at Deering Estate at Cutler 

 

Mar.18, 2:00 – 3:30 p.m.  

Butterfly walk at Deering Estate at Cutler  

TAS Fun Days 

W 

ant to learn about native plants, help Tropical 

Audubon maintain our native landscape at the Doc 

Thomas House and get your hands dirty? We need you! 

Show up anytime between 8:30-noon and you will find a 

host of hard workers. This is a great opportunity for  

students to earn community service hours.   

 

Workdays will be held March 18 and April 15. 

General Meetings are held the 2nd Wed. of every month. Members 

and non-members alike are welcome to join us at the Doc Thomas 

House (5530 Sunset Dr., Miami) for our monthly meetings. The 

doors open at 7:30pm and the presentations begin at 8pm. Below is 

the schedule for November - December. If you would like to suggest 

an idea for a future presentation, please call 305-667-7337. 

 

Wed., Mar. 8 — Michelle Davis, Robin Diaz, & Liz 

Golden: “Fall Migration Banding at Cape Florida” 

Michelle, Robin and Liz will discuss their migratory bird 

research conducted at Cape Florida. The presentation 

will include photos and other visuals as well as a dis-

play of banding equipment used in the field. 

 

Wed., Apr.12 — Eileen Smith: “African Americans, 

Church and Nature in Miami” The influence of grow-

ing up in places from the rural U.S. South to the Baha-

mian islands has shaped the way many African Ameri-

cans in Miami feel about and respond to the natural en-

vironment. Dr. Eileen M. Smith, an environmental soci-

ologist from Nova Southeastern University, will discuss 

her research on environmental projects that have origi-

nated in local African American churches as well as 

how “place,” history and spirituality have significant im-

pact on how people feel about, speak about, and act to 

preserve nature in urban areas.  

Fri., Apr. 7 - Sun., Apr. 16 

Costa Rica Highlights Tour 

NEW! This professionally organized and conducted 

birding tour to Costa Rica is in conjunction with Exotic 

Birding, an environmentally sensitive birding tour opera-

tor based in Tucson AZ. The tour will be led by a master 

Costa Rican birding guide and cover three of the best 

birding destinations in Costa Rica, namely the Tala-

manca Mountains south of San Jose, La Selva Biologi-

cal Station and surrounding areas on the Caribbean 

slope, and Carara Biological Reserve in the Pacific low-

lands. We should see many tropical specialties on this 

diverse tour, including Resplendent Quetzal, Sunbittern, 

Scarlet Macaw, a wide variety of parrots, parakeets, 

hummingbirds, manakins, honeycreepers, tanagers, 

and more. The tour is priced at $2575 from San Jose, 

of which $257.50 will be donated to TAS (that $257.50 

is tax-deductible). For additional information, email 

Brian Rapoza at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org (or 

phone at 305-388-1544) or contact Laura Fellows of Ex-

otic Birding toll-free at 877-247-3371 or see the Exotic 

Birding website at www.exoticbirding.com. 

Bird Costa Rica! 

TAS General  Meeting 

and Conservation  

Meeting Schedule 



5 

T 

he following generous 
individuals and organiza-

tions have contributed to TAS 
since the last Bulletin.  

As always, we GREATLY  
appreciate your support! 

 

Swallow-Tailed Kite  

($5000+) 
 

Porter Anderson Fund at  
Dade Community Foundation 

Alan & Sue Steinberg 

 

Roseatte Spoonbill  

($1000 to $4999) 
 

Ron Elenbaas 
Joe & Helen Barros 

Anonymous 
 

Great White Heron  

($500 to $999) 
 

Tom Perez 
Rock & Heather Salt 

Heinz & Marianne Luedeking 

Anonymous 

 

Purple Gallinule  

($250 to $499) 
 

John Sorgie  
(Sunset Quickprint) 
Steve Schnably 
Mark Izard &  

Janet Humphreys 

Douglas M. Santoni 

Anonymous 

 

Painted Bunting  

($100 to $249) 
 

Steven Hess 
Tom & Marilyn Lodge 

Ellen Siegel in honor  

of Steven Sack 

Freda C. Tschmumy 

Susan Weiss 

Caroline Gaynor 

Linda Atkins 

Ruth & Victor Balestra 

Bill & Lissette Boeringer 

Allen Etheridge &  

Shanna Ramsey 

Daphne Connor 

David Pearson 

Edward & Nancy Pastroff 

Gwladys Scott 

Allan Milledge 

Roger Dunwell 

Elaine & Joel Ehrenkranz 

Cathy & Mike Weber 

Karen Shane 

Hugh Harris 

 

White-Crowned Pigeon  

($50 to $99) 
 

Thomas & Carolyn Abbott 

Kerry & Jeff Guerra 

Pamela Shandrick 

Jerry Turner 

Carl Bauer 

Regina Undorfer 

Marie-Luise Friedemann 

Edith M. Einspruch 

Robin Just 

Michael Pancier 

Peter & Michele Wagoner 

William P. Butler 

Donald Chauncey 

Shonali Laha 

Micheline McCarthy 

Rona Sawyer 

Christine Talcott-Roberts 

Mark & Irene Thaw 

Fred & Helene Furgang 

Robert Vance 

Sue Nulman 

Arlene M. Samalion 

Clyde & Niki Butcher 

Mikolay Plater Zynerk 

Beverly Kislak 

George & Kathy Wheeler 

 

Other Donors 

Rosalind Dobkin 

John Atkinson 

Greta Steinberg 

Beverly & Sidney Robbins 

Paul McLean 

Robert McNeese 

Mary Ruden 

James R. Tomonto 

Roberto Torres 

Phil & Karen Acosta 

Amelia Finkle 

Sherry Lookofsky 

Lois Gordon 

Petsy Mezey 

Renate Skinner 

Emma Chavez 

Ira Horowitz 

Barbara Friedbauer 

Peggy Wingard 

Caryn Cotton 

Arlene Ferris 

Anonymous 

 

Special thanks to Patty 

Phares for underwriting our 

expenses associated with the 

December Potluck event at 

AD Barnes Park. 

Thanks to our Donors! 

M 

any folks continue to respond generously to our 

2005 Year-End Annual Fund Appeal letter and for 

that we are extremely grateful.  Tropical Audubon may 

be a small non-profit organization, but we accomplish so 

much more than our little budget would suggest that we 

can.  We rely on our Board of Directors, and you – our 

members – to support the work we do. 

 

Please take this opportunity to send your tax deductible 

contribution to TAS at 5530 Sunset Drive, Miami, FL, 

33143.  Every dollar you send to us stays with TAS to 

support our important conservation work in  

Miami-Dade County.  As always, we appreciate your 

generosity! 

Thank
  

You Al
l! 
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CALENDAR OF WALKS, WORKDAYS, FESTIVALS, SALES, CLASSES - EVERYTHING YOU EVER WANTED TO DO WITH TROPICAL AUDUBON SOCIETY  

The specifics for Tropical's ongoing activities are indicated below.  In some cases, the trip leader has included his email address and phone number for direct contact.   

Otherwise, please call TAS at 305 667 PEEP (7337) or email tas007@tropicalaudubon.org, or see our web page http://tropicalaudubon.org for more information.    

Sat., Mar. 4 — Everglades National 

Park Birding 

This is an all day carpool trip with 

John Boyd. Meet in the parking lot of 

the Coe Visitor Center at Everglades 

National Park at 7:30am. Entrance fee 

required.  Bring lunch. 

 

Sat., Mar. 11 — Three Lakes  

Wildlife Management Area Birding 

This is an all day carpool trip to the 

Lake Kissimmee area. Meet Brian 

Rapoza at 6am at the east gate of the 

Doc Thomas property on SW 55th 

Ave. just south of Sunset (5530 Sun-

set Drive, South Miami). Bring lunch. 

 

Sat., Mar. 18 — Wakodahatchee / 

Green Cay Wetlands Birding 

Nancy Freedman will lead this walk. 

Meet at 7:30am at Wakodahatchee 

Wetlands (13026 Jog Road, about 1.5 

miles north of Atlantic Avenue in 

Delray Beach.) 

 

Sat., Mar. 25 — Spring Wildflower 

Walk with Roger Hammer 

Well known South Florida plant ex-

pert, Roger Hammer, will lead this 

walk down Long Pine Key trail in Ever-

glades National Park. See the wild-

flowers, butterflies and birds that 

share the varied habitat of pine rock-

land, Everglades prairie and upland 

hammock communities. This is an ex-

cellent chance to see the grass or-

chids in bloom. Meet at the Coe Visi-

tors Center at 8am, return approxi-

mately 11:30am. Reservations and 

fee required: $40 members/$45 non-

members includes an autographed 

copy of Roger's recent book, Ever-

glades Wildflowers. Call 305-667-

7337 for more information. 

 

Sat., Apr. 1 — Matheson Hammock 

Bird Walk 

Joe Barros will lead birders through 

Matheson Hammock on Old Cutler 

Rd. immediately north of Fairchild 

Gardens. Meet in the parking area on 

the left inside the park entrance at 

7:30am. Return is at approximately 

11:00am. 

 

Sun., Apr. 2 — Charles Deering  

Estate Nature Walk 

Rick Cohen will emphasize the botani-

cal and geological features found in 

the 420 acre park located just east of 

Old Cutler Rd. on SW 168th Street. 

Wear sturdy shoes. Bring water, hat, 

and bug spray. Rating: easy to moder-

ate. Reservations required by March 

19. Call 305-667-7337 and please in-

clude your phone number. This is a 

popular outing and space is limited so 

call early! Fee: $10.00 members, 

$12.00 nonmembers - includes Deer-

ing entrance fee. 

 

Sat., Apr. 8 — Bill Baggs Cape  

Florida State Park Bird Walk 

Ellen and Todd Snow will lead birders 

through Bill Baggs Cape Florida State 

Park on Key Biscayne. Meet in the 

west end of the Seaquarium parking 

lot on the Rickenbacker Causeway at 

7:30am. Costs includes entrance fees 

to the park and a causeway toll. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun., Apr. 9 — A.D. Barnes Park 

Bird Walk 

Gigi Pardo will lead birders through A.

D. Barnes Park. Enter on SW 72nd 

Avenue just north of Bird Rd. (SW 

40th St.) and take the first left to park 

near the baseball fields. Meet at 

7:30am, returning at approximately 

11:00am. 

 

Sat., Apr. 15 — Matheson  

Hammock Park Bird Walk 

Raul Urgelles will lead birders through 

Matheson Hammock.  Meet in the 

parking area on the left inside the park 

entrance at 7:30am. Return is at ap-

proximately 11:00am. 

 

Sat., Apr. 22 — Bill Baggs Cape 

Florida State Park Bird Walk 

David Wright and Mary Ellen Ahearn 

will lead this walk through Bill Baggs 

Cape Florida State Park on Key Bis-

cayne. Meet in the west end of the 

Seaquarium parking lot on the Rick-

enbacker Causeway at 7:30am. Par-

ticipants will carpool to the state park. 

Costs include an entrance fee to the 

park and the causeway toll. 

 

Sun., Apr. 23 — Elaine Gordon  

Enchanted Forest Park Bird Walk 

Nancy Freedman and Alex Harper will 

lead walk.  Meet at 8am in the first 

covered picnic area just inside the 

park entrance at 1725 NE 135th St. 

west of Biscayne Blvd. 

 

Sat., Apr. 29 — A.D. Barnes Park 

Bird Walk 

Gigi Pardo will lead birders through A.

D. Barnes Park. Enter on SW 72nd 

Ave. just north of Bird Rd. (SW 40th 

St.) and take the first left to park near 

the baseball fields. Meet at 7:30am, 

returning at approximately 11:00am. 
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Commission on April 10, 11, and 17. These public hearings will decide 

the ultimate fate of the UDB. TAS urges you to stay involved. Keep con-

tacting your County Commissioner and remind them to Hold the Line! 

We had tremendous public involvement at the meetings in November, it 

is critical that the public stay engaged. Check our website for more infor-

mation – www.tropicalaudubon.org 

 

In the coming weeks, you may be getting a call from us as we approach 

the Commission meeting dates. If we call you, we will be asking you to 

contact your County Commissioner and we will provide you with all the 

info you need to make that contact. We appreciate your involvement. 

Holding the line depends on grassroots activity and all you arm-chair 

activists out there!  

UDB Update 

TAS CALENDAR 


