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Tropical Audubon’s Annual Meeting Awardees 

Recap and More Photos from the Meeting, pages four & five                             

I n response to critically low levels 
in water supply wells in South 

Dade, the South Florida Water Man-
agement District, on May 7th, signed 
an emergency order to implement 
one day a week landscape irrigation 
restrictions in Miami- Dade and 
Monroe counties. 
 

Tropical Audubon, as well as many 
others in the environmental commu-
nity, have been working to highlight 
many issues effecting salt-water in-
trusion in the South Dade region. 
We feel that the agricultural draw 
down practice must be analyzed to 
better suit the needs of the citizens. 
At this time we are releasing valu-
able freshwater that could help keep 
saltwater intrusion at bay in the 
model lands region. TAS hopes to 
see the SFWMD Governing Board 
take a hard look at possible opera-
tional changes in the region that can 
benefit all stakeholders. Currently 
flood control is a priority over mak-

ing sure the state does not suffer 
severe drought conditions.  
 

Another issue facing this region is 
the cooling canal structures associ-
ated with the Turkey Point power 
plant. In the 1970’s our best science 
was concerned solely with the warm 
water effluent plume generated by 
the power plant. Now, with new 
technology we have seen that the 
hypersaline water that has been 
building in this large radiator over 
the past 30 years is now coming 
back to haunt us. A dense concen-
tration of salt coming from under the 
bedrock is exacerbating the saltwa-
ter intrusion in the region. 
 

The interceptor ditch that was cre-
ated in order to keep this system 
operational in a closed loop system 
is only 18-25 feet deep. The plume 
has breached this system and major 
mitigation is needed to solve the is-
sues now facing the Homestead, 

Florida City and Florida Keys water 
supply wells, not to mention the 
valuable wetlands in the region. 
 

We also now see how these opera-
tions are counter productive when 
the state and federal governments 
are spending millions of dollars to 
restore this region. Please let the 
SFWMD know you are concerned 
for the future of our water supply in 
this region, and support them in 
their efforts to solve these issues 
now. We can not afford to wait for 
the next drought. 
 

Take a periodic look at future gov-
erning board agendas posted online 
at www.sfwmd.org over the summer. 
Your public comments and phone 
calls can make a difference in ele-
vating this issue.  
 

For an aerial overview  
of the situation see  

 
http://tropicalaudubon.org/SWIM_Slide10.pdf  

Water Supply Concerns in South Dade  
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Tropical Audubon Society (TAS) is a group of dedicated 
citizens who care about the quality of South Florida’s 
environment. Established in 1947, we are a chapter of 
National Audubon Society and Florida Audubon Society. Our 
headquarters, the Doc Thomas House, is a Dade County 
Historic site on three sub-tropical acres of native habitat in 
South Miami. 
 

Tropical Audubon’s purposes are: 
1) Conservation: to work toward protection of the natural 
world and to promote wise stewardship of natural resources, 
especially native plants and animals and their habitat. 
2) Education: to promote, among members and  the public of 
all ages, an understanding and appreciation of nature, the 
environment, and ecological relationships. 

3) Enjoyment: as a society of members with compatible 
interests, to enjoy together the study and protection of 
nature. We believe in the wisdom of nature’s design. We seek 
to foster and promote ecological conscientiousness in our 
community. 
 

Editor: Jen Lindsley 
Desk Top Publishing: Steven Mumford 

 

Tropical Audubon Bulletin, the official newsletter of the 
Tropical Audubon Society, is published bimonthly by the 
Tropical Audubon Society, a non-profit, 501(c) (3) tax-exempt 
organization. Throughout this newsletter, “TAS” refers to the 
Tropical Audubon Society, while “DTH” refers to the Doc 
Thomas House, the site of our office located at 5530 Sunset 

Drive; Miami, Florida 33143. The phone number is (305) 667-
7337. Membership rate, $20 per year. Please make your 
checks payable to Tropical Audubon Society, and mail to our 
office (address above). Articles, news of events, original 
drawings, and letters to the Editor are welcomed, and should 
be submitted to the TAS office 4 weeks prior to each by-
monthly publication. It would be preferable if your copy were 
submitted via the internet. See the "About TAS" section of 
our website for more information. 
 

Visit Tropical Audubon on the internet at: 
 

tropicalaudubon.org 

A s is often the case during 
spring, the discovery of 

West Indian vagrants high-
lighted the birding season in 
south Florida.  Key West was 
definitely the place to see vagrants 
this year, with rarities from the Car-
ibbean and beyond appearing al-
most non-stop throughout the sea-
son.  The streak began with a La 
Sagra’s Flycatcher that appeared at 
Ft. Zachary Taylor State Park in late 
February. The bird was found by 
Key West birder extrordinaire Carl 
Goodrich, who also found North 
America’s first Loggerhead Kingbird 
at that same location two years ago, 
and Florida’s first Neotropic Cormo-
rant several months later at nearby 
Boca Chica Key.  During a mid-April 
visit to Ft. Zachary Taylor, Carl’s 
amazing knack for finding rarities 
continued when he discovered an-
other Loggerhead Kingbird!  That 
discovery seemed to open the rarity 
floodgates. A week after the kingbird 
appeared, Carl found a Bahama 
Mockingbird at the Botanical Gar-
dens on nearby Stock Island.  Three 
days later, a Yellow-faced Grassquit 
was found at Ft. Zachary Taylor; two 
days after that, a Fork-tailed Fly-
catcher arrived at the fort.  Early the 
next week, a Western Spindalis of 
the black-backed race was photo-
graphed at the fort; another was 
spotted at nearby Indigenous Park.  
In early May, a possible White-
tipped Dove joined the Western 
Spindalis at Indigenous Park.  The 
dove’s discoverer: you guessed it – 
Carl Goodrich.  
  
Both Western Spindalis and La 
Sagra’s Flycatcher were reported 
from other locations in south Florida 
this spring. Two Western Spindalis 

were found in Ft Lauderdale: one 
seen in mid-March at Evergreen 
Cemetery, another in early May at 
Snyder Park.  In mid-April, a La 
Sagra’s Flycatcher was photo-
graphed at Ft. Jefferson in the Dry 
Tortugas; still another was reported 
earlier in the month from Snake 
Bight Trail in Everglades National 
Park.  Later in April, a La Sagra’s 
was banded at Bill Baggs Cape 
Florida State Park on Key Biscayne. 
A Bicknell’s Thrush, which winters 
on Hispaniola and is rarely seen 
during migration, was banded at 
Cape Florida in early May. This was 
the fourth verified sighting of this 
species at the park, and the third 
bird to be banded!  A few other Car-
ibbean vagrants were seen in the 
area during the season, but all were 
one-day wonders and none were 
photographed or otherwise docu-
mented.  Sightings included a Ba-
nanaquit, reported in late February 
from Gumbo Limbo Nature Center in 
Boca Raton and two Thick-billed Vir-
eos, reported in early April from 
Spanish River Park in Boca Raton 
and from the Everglades City area.   
  
Pine Siskins continued their winter 
invasion of the peninsula, with a siz-
able flock present in late February 
along Snake Bight Trail.  A few va-
grants from the western U.S. made 
it to south Florida this spring, includ-
ing another Black-throated Gray 
Warbler, this one discovered in early 
March at Bill Sadowski Park.  Wil-
son’s Warblers were seen at A D 
Barnes Park and on Snake Bight 
Trail, while Bell’s Vireo sightings 
continued along Aerojet Road in 
Homestead, as well as at Sugden 
Park in Naples.  Brown-crested Fly-
catchers were seen at a number of 
 

locations in and around Everglades 
National Park, as well as at Mathe-
son Hammock Park.  Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds were also recorded from 
several locations in south Miami-
Dade, including Cutler Wetlands, 
which continues to be Miami-Dade’s 
place to expect the unexpected.  In 
addition to the blackbird, April sight-
ings at Cutler Wetlands included 
Gull-billed Tern, Upland Sandpiper, 
Bronzed Cowbird and Fulvous Whis-
tling-Duck.  At nearby Dump Marsh, 
the Tropical Kingbird continued for a 
seventh month.  
  
Unexpected sightings from upstate 
included a female Common Mergan-
ser that spent one early-April week-
end on a golf course pond in Pasco 
County, in the company of Red-
breasted Mergansers, then disap-
peared for several weeks, only to be 
re-found on a nearby pond in early 
May.  Even more unexpected was a 
White-throated Swift that was taken 
to a rehabilitation center in Pensa-
cola.  This record, if accepted, will 
be a first for Florida. Several North-
ern Fulmars, an extremely rare spe-
cies for Florida, were found on 
beaches in the Daytona area and 
taken to rehabilitation centers.  Un-
usual gulls, including California, 
Thayer’s, Glaucous and Iceland, 
continued on beaches from Daytona 
Beach north to the Georgia border. 
European shorebirds were also re-
ported in the state, including Curlew 
Sandpipers from Merritt Island Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, seen there in 
late February, and a Ruff, found in 
mid-March at Alligator Lake Recrea-
tion Area near Lake City.  Finally, a 
Kirtland’s Warbler, rarely seen any-
where during migration, was photo-
graphed at a park on Cocoa Beach. 

 Brian Rapoza’s Birding Report 
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T he Feather Distribution Project was founded in 
1982 in response to a request for macaw feathers 

from the late Fred Cordero of Cochití Pueblo, New Mex-
ico. Native peoples of the Southwest have used ma-
caw, parrot, wild turkey and other feathers for religious 
rituals for more than 1,000 years. To date, the Pueblo 

Indians, Native Ameri-
can Church members 
throughout the United 
States, members of the 
Cherokee and Wyan-
dotte nations of Okla-
homa, and other Native 
Americans have re-
ceived more than eight 
million macaw, parrot, 
wild turkey, goose, and 
duck feathers, free-of-
charge, to celebrate 
and maintain traditional 
cultural activities. The 
project neither buys nor 
sells feathers. All feath-
ers received are given 
away. Zoos, bird clubs, 
breeders, bird owners 
and bird rescue facili-

ties donate macaw and parrot feathers, while The Na-
tional Wild Turkey Federation and individual hunters 
donate wild turkey, goose and duck feathers. Many of 
the zoos and other donor institutions are shown on the 
project’s Web site. The project does not provide feath-
ers from federally protected species such as eagles, 
hawks, and other raptors, or from federally protected 
migratory and passerine species.   
  

The Feather Distribution Project has three goals, all of 
which involve conservation. Our stated mission is first, 
to provide macaw, parrot, wild turkey, duck, goose and 
other feathers to Pueblo Indians, Na-
tive American Church members and 
other American Indians for use in reli-
gious ceremonies to help them main-
tain their traditional cultural practices 
and to ensure their First Amendment 
right to Freedom of Religion under 
the United States Constitution. The 
project has a permit from US Fish & 
Wildlife Service to distribute feathers 
from captive raised macaws and par-
rots. The collection and distribution of 
wild turkey, duck and goose feathers 
from legally hunted birds recycles a 
resource that would otherwise be dis-
carded. The collection and distribu-
tion of macaw and parrot feathers 

lessens the dependence of Native Americans on the 
commercial market for these feathers, thereby reducing 
the market for feathers from illegal sources. 
  
This leads to the project’s second goal: To reduce and 
eventually eliminate the smuggling of endangered and 
threatened species of macaws and parrots, at least to 
the United States, and, in turn, to lessen the destruction 
of native bird populations and their habitats in Latin 
America. Again, the emphasis is on conservation of re-
sources; by giving away the feathers, we hope that the 
commercial market for birds and feathers declines to 
the point that the capture and killing of birds and de-
struction of habitat are not profitable. 
  
The third and final goal is to eliminate feather plucking 
by providing Pueblo macaw and parrot owners with the 
particular feathers they must have so that they will use 
only molted feathers from their own birds. Plucking is 
both painful and harmful to birds because they regulate 
body temperature, in part, through feathers. The project 
will provide twice as many feathers as the birds will molt 
during the course of a year if  
Pueblo bird owners promise not to pluck feathers from 
their birds and agree to let us see the birds during our 
periodic visits to the Southwest to make sure they are 
not plucked. 
  
What happens to all these feathers? Most are used in 
traditional ceremonies for Pueblo ritual masks, clothing, 
altars, and other objects. Even damaged feathers that 
would otherwise be discarded are conserved and used.  
Native American Church members make ceremonial 
fans, the Cherokee use wild turkey primary wing feath-
ers to fletch arrows in the traditional manner, and the 
Wyandotte use wild turkey feathers for traditional head-
dress. All feathers are precious, and all are used one 
way or another. 

The Feather Distribution Project 
http://www.wingwise.com/feather.htm 

Readers who wish to donate macaw, parrot, wild turkey, or other  
feathers – but please, no blue jay, cardinal, or other federally  

protected migratory and passerine species – should send them to: 
 

Dr. Jonathan E. Reyman 
The Feather Distribution Project 

Illinois State Museum 
Research & Collections Center 

1011 East Ash Street 
Springfield, IL 62703-3500 

reyman@museum.state.il.us  
 

It is preferred that feathers be shipped by mail  
(Parcel Post or the least expensive class).  

We will reimburse postage unless directed otherwise. 
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Annual Meeting and Birdathon Wrap-Up Photos! 

WHO’S WHO: (1) Susan Markley and Dennis Olle; (2) Laura Reynolds and Beth Kibbler;  (3) Laura  
Reynolds, Dick Frost and Cynthia Guerra;  (4) Keynote Speaker Katy Sorenson addresses the crowd.  

1 2 

3 
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F or those of you who were able to attend this years 
"Wing Ding" you know we could not have ordered up 

a nicer crowd of enthusiastic conservationists or better 
weather. We all came together, not only to raise money 
for Tropical Audubon’s Biscayne Bay restoration efforts, 
but for the general upkeep of our wonderful historical 
property and environmental center. Those of you who 
made contributions and donations to TAS, please know 
we could not continue to function without your support. 
 

On Sunday April 26th, Tropical hosted a large number 
of our members and friends for our annual event. This 
year we welcomed as our keynote speaker Katy 
Sorenson, our GREEN Champion on the Dade County 
Board of County commissioners. Not only has Katy 
been working hard on Dade County resolutions to sup-
port southern CERP projects, she has been a strong 
supporter of smart growth and energy efficiency, includ-
ing supporting solar energy and other clean renewables. 
We were very charged by the keynote address and we 
will continue to fight another day with her energetic 
words behind us. Katy has also challenged our commu-
nity to run for open office seats in South Florida so that 
we can make a difference in the future! 
 

Not only do we have SFWMD board seats open around 
the State, but a number of races will be underway lo-
cally and statewide in the next two years. Please re-
member to educate as many people as you know, not 
only to actually vote, but to choose wisely for strong en-
vironmental stewardship. 

After our keynote address we were pleased to award 
Susan Markley, of the Department of Environmental Re-
source Management, the Dan Beard Government Ser-
vice Award. Her service for the protection of Wetlands, 
Biscayne Bay and manatees over the many years she 
has served Miami-Dade County is unmatched. We 
awarded former superintendent of Biscayne National 
Park, Dick Frost, The Polly Redford Citizen Service 
Award for his work on elevating issues related to the 
protection of Biscayne Bay and his service now as act-
ing chair of the Biscayne Bay Regional Restoration Co-
ordination Team. Beth Kibler, a citizen activist from Pal-
metto Bay, was also awarded the Polly Redford Citizen 
Service Award for her work in protecting wetlands adja-
cent to Biscayne National Park. Elane Nurhring received 
the TAS Board Appreciation award for her long time ser-
vice as a former board member of TAS and ongoing 
award and library committee chairperson. Without the 
work all of these Miami-Dade citizens have provided 
over the years we would not be effective in elevating 
conservation issues that benefit our collective quality of 
life. 
 

The event concluded with recognition of our birdathon 
winners with a fabulous silent auction. This year’s first 
place winner was David Simpson with 181 recorded 
species. In second place was Paul Bithorn with 122 spe-
cies. David received a Leopold spotting scope and Paul  

(Continued on page 8) 

Annual Meeting and Birdathon Wrap-Up 

D iane and Alvis May are new Docents who are 
helping with the Tropical Audubon grounds. They 

are retired and recently married . They met at a confer-
ence on neurological disabilities about three years ago. 
 

Diane is a South Miami native. Her working life was as a 

nurse in the areas of Alzheimer’s and spinal cord inju-
ries.  She has always been interested in nature and has 
been a member of the Reptile and Fossil Clubs. 
 

Alvis got his love for nature growing up on a 300 acre 
farm in West Virginia.  He has a doctorate in Biological 
Sciences and taught at Ohio State. He worked for IBM 
when it established a medical science division. After his 
career at IMB, Alvis came to FIU for postdoctoral work 
and then ran a research dive vessel in the Turks and 
Caicos. 
 

The Mays live in a condo so helping with the grounds 
has offered them the opportunity to get outside and to 
help TAS.  They have undertaken the very important 
task of watering the more than 200 native plants that 
have been planted by our volunteers since the last rainy 
season. They have also help to keep the grounds open 
for lunch on Wednesdays and Sundays. 
 

Now that they have gotten their feet wet, Diane and 
Alvis are looking forward to helping with other projects 

to improve the historical Doc Thomas property.  
 

THANKS ALVIS AND DIANE! 

Meet two of our Docents! 
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THE DADE NATIVE PLANT WORKSHOP  

 
The Dade Native Plant Workshop meets at the MDC Kendall Campus 
Landscape Technology Center on 3rd Tuesdays at 7p.m.  The workshop is 
co-sponsored by the Institute for Regional Conservation and MDC, and is 
led by biologist Steve Woodmansee.  Bring at least 3 flowering/fruiting 
plants of any species (even if not the subject matter). Contact Steve, 786-
488-3101, Stevewoodmansee@bellsouth.net,  or see www.
regionalconservation.org/ircs/aboutus/Outreach.asp for a map and the topic 
each month.  Whether you are a new learner or old hand at plant ID, there is 
something to learn. Free! 

What Our Friends Are Doing 

B ob Kelly was a long time 
President and life blood of 

TAS.  He also was instrumental in 
the formation of the National 
American Butterfly Association - 
Miami Blue Chapter.  Over the 
past few months, TAS and Miami 
Blue have been cooperating to 
establish an improved butterfly 
habitat at the Tropical Audubon 
Center where the historic Doc 
Thomas House serves as the 
headquarters for TAS.  The con-
cept is to create, as a Memorial to 
Bob Kelly, a butterfly habitat of 
native plants which are an integral 
part of the landscape.  To this 
end, we have planted butterfly 
host plants with the other native 
plants around the TAS grounds.  
We have made a special effort to 
plant butterfly nectar plants in the 
front yard and in the activity area 
behind the house.  On a sunny 
day there are many Zebra Long-
wing, Julia and Gulf Fritillary but-
terflies hovering around the 
corkystem passionflower and nec-
taring on the coffee and blood-
berry plants as well as the butter-
fly nectar plant strip along the 
fence on Sunset Drive. 
 
Come by to see our creative pro-
gress,  and don’t forget to come to 
the Native Plant Sale to purchase 
beautiful plants for your own but-
terfly habitat! 

Bob Kelly 

Butterfly 

Habitat 

The following generous individuals 

have contributed to TAS since our last 

Bulletin. We GREATLY appreciate your 

support! 
 

Bay Keepers 
 

Ordway Dunn Foundation 
Everglades Foundation 

Mary Barfield 
Paul Cauley  

Dawn Shirreffs 
Robin Gray-Urgelles 

Raul Urgelles 
Dan and Kit Kimball 

Jaon Sampieri 
Megan Tinsley 
John Ogden 

Claudia Laurindo 
Patty Phares 

Dick and Bonnie Frost 
Amy Leonard 

Julie Hill 
Bick Simpson 
Mary Cronin 
Patty Harris 
Mark Lewis 
Amy Roda 

Beth Kibbler 
Lynn Scarlett 

Elizabeth and Tom  Smith 
Barbara Berman 
Laura Reynolds 

Frank & Romy Biedermann 
Marie-Luise Friedemann 

Jean Kelly 
Virginia Lepper 

Richard Pettigrew 
S. Troner 

Jose Barros 
Lynn Zakevich 
Mona Markus 

 

Birdathon Donors 
 

Stephen Bankert 
Dolora Batchelor 

Nancy Baxter 
John Boyd 

Giselle Chamizo 
Barbara Crutchfield 

Diane Dickhut 
Nancy Domenico 
Helen Donaldson 
Sara Ellenburg 

Roxanne Featherly 
Carol Green 

Barbara Hosford 
Frances Keneth 

Daniel Koch 
Diana McCoy 

Alice Pace 
Arlene Randall 
Brian Rapoza 

Jocelyn Robinson 
Mary Rose 
Myra Rosen 
Estelle Roth 

David Simpson 
Suzanne Trushin 

Rosemary Twinam 
Koch & Trushin, P.A 

Joseph Paternostro Accountant 
Service  

 

Painting Bunting  

($100-$249) 
William Kleh 

Kathleen O’Connor 
 

White-crowned Pigeon  

($50 to $99) 
Alan Amdur 

Melissa Buckner 
Ernie Cantelmo 
Gabriel Perez 

Deborah & Michael Troner 

TAS Thanks! 
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A s an aspiring Environmental Scientist I was honored 
to be nominated as the winner of the Tropical Audubon 

Society Bird Conservation Essay Contest. As part of the re-
ward for winning the Bird Conservation Essay Contest the 
Tropical Audubon Society generously awarded me with $500, 
to be used for educational purposes. I plan to use the money 
to help pay for college applications and any school fees that 
arise during my senior year. My interest in the environment 
has leaded me to further work with the Tropical Audubon So-
ciety as an intern during the summer. While working as an in-
tern at the Tropical Audubon Society’s Doc Thomas House I 
will be working towards completing a number of coordinated 
environmental projects. These projects include but are not 
limited to; maintaining and improving the Doc Thomas 
grounds, creating signs identifying and describing native 
plants, and constructing a plant nursery for growing native 
plants. The native plants raised in the nursery will be donated 
and sold throughout the Miami, from there they will go onto to 
play the vital role of not only shading and beautifying our city, 
but also reducing our ever rising carbon footprint. Overall, the 
goal Tropical Audubon Society and me as an intern is to work 
towards betterment of the environment and our  
quality of life. 
 
“We are inexorably creatures of fate and causality. As 
we reveal in this realization, we ultimately gain control 
of our own destiny.” 

A Message From our Bird Conservation Essay Winner 

 - Jabari Lee - 

(Continued from page 5) 
 
won a trip to the Dry Tortugas. Nancy Freedman re-
ceived a $500 American Airline certificate for the most 
money raised with Delora Batchelor, in a close sec-
ond place, winning tickets to attend TAS's pelagic trip. 
All others received TAS shopping bags for their dona-
tions. Please see our list of Donors for those who 
made this event possible. Plan on joining a team next 
year!  
 

Special thanks to all those who contributed items to 
the silent auction and to those who helped support us 
by donating this year. TAS members, docents, sup-
porters and interns were able to bring this successful 
event together and we are grateful to all of them. 
Thanks to one and all for helping TAS continue to be 
a strong presence in the environmental community of 
South Florida. We hope you plan to join us next year 
in April. To make recommendations for speakers or 
awardees please call TAS at (305) 666-2842 or  
e-mail us at tropicalaudubon@gmail.com. 

Annual Meeting Wrap-Up 

 

W ant to learn about native plants, help Tropical maintain our 
native landscape at the Doc Thomas House and get your 

hands dirty? We need you! Show up anytime between 8:30-noon 
and you will find a host of hard workers. This is a great opportunity 
for students to earn community service hours. For more 
information e-mail  volunteer@tropicalaudubon.org or call 305-667-
7337. TAS Workdays will be held on:  
 

June 20 and July 18 

TAS WorkDays 

FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 
 

The Dade Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society invites you to 
the chapter's monthly meetings at Fairchild Tropical Botanic 
Garden, 10901 Old Cutler Road (South entrance) on 4th Tuesdays 
at 7:30 (except August and December).  Refreshments start at 7:15, 
followed by the program and plant raffle. Meetings are free and 
open to the public, with refreshments and plant raffle starting at 
7:15. For more information about all activities, call 786-340-7914 or 
see http://dade.fnpschapters.org.  

 

June 23:  
“The Human and Natural History of South Florida”  

by naturalist and author Roger Hammer,  
covering the time when South Florida became available for 

colonization by plants and animals, to the present.  

What Our Friends Are Doing 


