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T ropical Audubon was among the 500 atten-
dees over the course of a two-day event spon-

sored by the Everglades Foundation.  And although 
the event was over shadowed by the worst environ-
mental disaster is decades, the oil spill in the gulf, 
the message of the importance of restoration for 
Florida and its economy was clearly delivered. 
 

Delegates to the Everglades Summit in 
Washington, D.C. on May 19 and 20 
had three asks for Congress: pass a 
Water Resources Development Act 
(WRDA) approving Everglades Restora-
tion projects, support the President’s 
budget and support federal involvement 
in land acquisition for restoration. 
 

The legislators and aides delegates met 
with were extremely supportive of the 
Comprehensive Everglades Restoration 
Plan (CERP) and were thrilled about the 
momentum seen recently (four ground-
breakings in five months). They were 
frank, however, about the challenges 
they face in expediting restoration. The 
word on the street is that a WRDA will n o t 
pass this year. The federal government needs to 
approve several components of CERP, but House 
Republicans have their hands tied by their leader-
ship’s no-earmarks rule. 
 

The aide’s had some advice for Everglade’s advo-
cates: reach out to appropriations committee mem-
bers and make sure they understand why CERP is 
worth the hefty price tag. In that arena, delegates 
were given substantial ammo during the Summit. 
Mather Economics disclosed some of the findings 
they have come across in studying CERP’s impact 
at the request of the Everglades Foundation. 
Mather’s study, which will be fully released at the 
end of the month, concluded that the $11.2 billion 
investment in CERP would yield more than $32 bil-
lion in benefits and create more than 300,000 jobs.   

The Obama Administration appears to take this 
message seriously, as it has requested more than 
$250 million for Everglades Restoration for FY 
2011. The Department of the Interior’s Tom Strick-
land announced at the Summit that the administra-
tion will seek to elevate 5.5 more miles of Tamiami 
Trail, a measure necessary to restoring water flows 
to both national parks.  

 
With announcements such as these, Summit atten-
dees couldn’t help but exude a palpable excitement 
that Everglades Restoration will set an example for 
the world, demonstrating that habitat restoration is 
possible and necessary.  Water Quality, Quantity 
and healthy ecosystems in Florida are worth their 
weight in gold!  And if we want to keep a viable 
economy into the future for Florida we will have to 
spend the money now to fix the Everglades.  All 
Florida voters should take a hard look at candidates 
and start to ask the tough questions of how they will 
be weaving the Everglades and a non-development 
based economy into our future.  It has to be crea-
tive just like the production of Energy will be in the 
future.  
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Thank you - Steve Mumford! 

Americas Everglades Summit   

 

ENP seeks public comments, See Page  6  
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Tropical Audubon Society (TAS) is a group of dedicated 
citizens who care about the quality of South Florida’s 
environment. Established in 1947, we are a chapter of 
National Audubon Society and Florida Audubon Society. Our 
headquarters, the Doc Thomas House, is a Dade County 
Historic site on three sub-tropical acres of native habitat in 
South Miami. 
 

Tropical Audubon’s purposes are: 
1) Conservation: to work toward protection of the natural 
world and to promote wise stewardship of natural resources, 
especially native plants and animals and their habitat. 
2) Education: to promote, among members and  the public of 
all ages, an understanding and appreciation of nature, the 
environment, and ecological relationships. 

3) Enjoyment: as a society of members with compatible 
interests, to enjoy together the study and protection of 
nature. We believe in the wisdom of nature’s design. We seek 
to foster and promote ecological conscientiousness in our 
community. 
 

Editor: Laura Reynolds 
Desk Top Publishing: Steven Mumford 

 

Tropical Audubon Bulletin, the official newsletter of the 
Tropical Audubon Society, is published bimonthly by the 
Tropical Audubon Society, a non-profit, 501(c) (3) tax-exempt 
organization. Throughout this newsletter, “TAS” refers to the 
Tropical Audubon Society, while “DTH” refers to the Doc 
Thomas House, the site of our office located at 5530 Sunset 

Drive; Miami, Florida 33143. The phone number is (305) 667-
7337. Membership rate, $20 per year. Please make your 
checks payable to Tropical Audubon Society, and mail to our 
office (address above). Articles, news of events, original 
drawings, and letters to the Editor are welcomed, and should 
be submitted to the TAS office 4 weeks prior to each by-
monthly publication. It would be preferable if your copy were 
submitted via the internet. See the "About TAS" section of 
our website for more information. 
 

Visit Tropical Audubon on the internet at: 
 

tropicalaudubon.org 

 Brian Rapoza’s Birding Report 

Tropical Audubon  
South Texas Birding 

 

A fter our Saturday arrival in San 
Antonio, we headed south to Choke 

Canyon State Park, where our trip’s first 
target bird was a rare Northern Jacana. 
It managed to elude us, but we did find 
Neotropic Cormorant, Harris’s Hawk and 
both Golden-fronted and Ladder-backed 
Woodpecker. At a farm in Beeville, a 
Northern Wheatear, another hotline bird, 
was easily found.  We began Sunday 
with a Rockport Whooping Crane cruise.  
We encountered thirteen cranes in and 
around Aransas National Wildlife Ref-
uge; also seen were Eared Grebe, 
American Oystercatcher, American Avo-
cet, Long-billed Curlew, Gull-billed Tern, 
Horned Lark and Seaside Sparrow. We 
then drove north into the refuge; along 
the way, we spotted our first White-tailed 
Hawk. Thousands of Broad-winged 
Hawks formed kettles over the refuge’s 
entrance road, a spectacular site. We 
found a Townsend’s Warbler near the 
refuge visitor center and saw two distant 
Whooping Cranes from the refuge’s ob-
servation tower. In Kingsville, Hooded 
Orioles greeted us at the hotel.  On 
Monday, we visited the King Ranch; our 
guide for this amazing tour was Tom 
Langschied. At a location where Tom 
consistently finds Ferruginous Pygmy-
Owl, an owl was soon heard and even-
tually found using a spotting scope.  At 
our next stop, a pygmy-owl flew into a 
tree directly over our heads! Other spe-
cies seen on the ranch included Inca 
and White-tipped Dove, Greater Road-
runner, Northern Beardless Tyrannulet, 
Great Kiskadee, Couch’s Kingbird, Spra-
gue’s Pipit, Long-billed and Curve-billed 
Thrasher, Tropical Parula and Audu-
bon’s Oriole. Following the tour, we 
stopped in Sebastian, where we found 
fifteen Mountain Plovers.  Our first stop 
on Tuesday was Hugh Ramsey Nature 
Park in Harlingen. Seen here were Plain 
Chachalaca, Black-bellied and Fulvous 
Whistling-Duck, Brown-crested Fly-
catcher, Verdin and Lesser Goldfinch. 

Outside Laguna Atascosa National Wild-
life Refuge, three Ferruginous Hawks 
were spotted. Species seen around the 
refuge visitor center included Buff-
bellied Hummingbird, Green Jay and 
Bronzed Cowbird; along the auto tour 
road, we added American Golden-
Plover and White-faced Ibis.  Back in 
Harlingen at dusk, we located a noisy 
flock of Red-crowned Parrots. 
 

We began Wednesday at Santa Ana 
National Wildlife Refuge.  A Green King-
fisher was along the canal beyond the 
visitor center, while at Willow Lake, we 
found Least Grebe, Black-crested Tit-
mouse, Clay-colored Thrush and Al-
tamira Oriole. We spent the afternoon at 
Estero Llano Grande State Park, hoping 
to see a rare Rose-throated Becard, but 
luck was not with us here. As darkness 
descended, we located a raucous flock 
of Green Parakeets north of our hotel in 
McAllen.  We spent Thursday morning 
at Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley State 
Park; chachalacas, jays, orioles and 
other specialties were active at the 
park’s feeders, while a Gray Hawk 
soared overhead. Our first Chihuahuan 
Raven was spotted at Kingfisher Over-
look, but we missed the Black-headed 
Grosbak being seen at Acacia Loop. In 
the afternoon, we visited Anzalduas 
County Park, then returned to Bentsen 
in search of night creatures. Along the 
park road, a Bobcat crossed ahead of 
us. As dusk approached, Lesser Night-
hawks fluttered overhead and the distant 
calls of Common Pauraque were heard. 
Soon, a tiny Elf Owl poked its head out 
of a tree cavity we were watching and 
began to call. We were later surprised to 
discover that there were three Elf Owls 
in residence! We then turned our atten-
tion to searching for pauraque; one was 
spotted near the entrance to Acacia 
Loop.  On Friday we stopped briefly at 
Roma Bluffs, overlooking the Rio 
Grande, where our best sighting was 
“Audubon’s” Warbler.  At Salineño, three 
Red-billed Pigeons flew overhead and 
Muscovy Ducks were spotted upriver. 
On Salineño dump road, we found Cas-

sin’s and Black-throated Sparrow, 
Curve-billed Thrasher and Northern 
Bobwhite. At Falcon State Park, we 
added Ash-throated and Vermilion Fly-
catcher and Pyrrhuloxia.  In Zapata, we 
stopped at City Park, but were unable to 
find any resident White-collared Seed-
eaters.  At San Ygnacio Bird and Butter-
fly Park, we searched again for seedeat-
ers as well as for Brown Jay, but failed 
to find either. We then said goodbye to 
the Rio Grande Valley and headed for 
Uvalde.   
 
Our last full day began at Lost Maples 
State Natural Area.  Our first Western 
Scrub-Jay was spotted just outside the 
park entrance.  Carolina Chickadee, Ru-
fous-crowned Sparrow and House Finch 
were coming to feeders near the trail-
head. Singing Golden-cheeked Warblers 
were easily found as we began our hike 
into Sabinal Canyon.  Other birds found 
here included Black Phoebe, Yellow-
throated Vireo, Common Raven, Can-
yon Wren and Louisiana Waterthrush.  
To see Black-capped Vireos, we had to 
hike up to the rim of the steep canyon; 
we heard vireos almost as soon as we 
reached the rim. At a canyon overlook, 
some of us had brief looks at vireos in 
flight; Bewick’s Wren and Scott’s Oriole 
were also seen here.  As we began our 
return to the canyon floor, we finally 
found cooperative vireos; most of us had 
excellent views.  After lunch at the Lone 
Star Motorcycle Museum, we headed 
north to South Llano River State Park.  
Four bird blinds at this park provided an 
opportunity to study a number of spar-
rows, including Spotted and Canyon 
Towhee and Clay-colored, Field, Lark, 
Black-throated, Lincoln’s and White-
crowned Sparrows. A stop on Sunday at 
Friedrich Wilderness Park, just west of 
San Antonio, provided our last new bird 
of the trip: a Hutton’s Vireo, a rare mi-
grant through central Texas. We ended 
the tour with 209 bird species and a life-
time of memories. I would like to thank 
co-leader Robin Diaz and all who partici-
pated for a truly fantastic trip. 
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T he Tropical Audubon Society was pleased to be 
among the many partners to celebrate the ground-

breaking on May 7th of an important construction project 
to improve freshwater flows into Biscayne Bay. TAS has 
been a staunch proponent of restoring Biscayne Bay since 
it has been severely degraded over the past 50 years due to 
its close proximity to a major metropolitan 
area with great needs for freshwater.  The bay 
is plagued with pulsed freshwater entry at the 
mouth of each canal.  Our vital nursery 
grounds along the shoreline have been dealt a 
deadly had of unpredictable salinity, where 
organisms can be faced with hyper salinity in 
the dry season and washed out by heavy rain 
events with the summer rains.  This project is 
the first step in the right direction to stop 
these unpredictable conditions, by diverting 
canal flows to hydrate costal habitats before 
entering the bay.  Fisherman and hotel own-
ers alike should be celebrating!  
 

South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) Gov-
erning Board Chairman Eric Buermann called the project 
launch and “Exhilarating moment, this flow-way will 
benefit plants, birds, wildlife and the greater Everglades 
ecosystem while enhancing recreational opportunities for 
residents and visitors,” Buermann said.  
 

The Tropical Audubon Society was publicly thanked for its 
advocacy efforts related to this project by both Katy 
Sorenson and Palmetto Bay Mayor Eugene Flinn pictured 
with Laura Reynolds TAS Executive Director below. 
 

The $4.2 million project is designed to help reestablish 
productive nearshore habitat, including nursery habitat for 
shrimp, shellfish and fish. It will also offer better recrea-
tional and educational opportunities in Biscayne Bay and 
adjacent wetlands. 
 

The flow-way will redistribute excess freshwater runoff 
within the C-100 basin, directing it away from existing ca-

nal discharges and back into the original wetland slough. 
Plans call for a spur canal extension; a pump station instal-
lation; Old Cutler Road discharge pipe underground instal-
lation; and an education site on a 2-acre wetland built in 
cooperation with Miami-Dade County Parks and Recrea-
tion Department. The project is scheduled to be complete 

in May 2011. 
 

The flow-way is part of a larger master restoration plan for 
Biscayne Bay, an effort known as the Biscayne Bay 
Coastal Wetlands Project. The project is part of the state-
federal Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan 
(CERP). CERP is helping to restore the quantity, quality, 
timing and distribution of fresh water throughout the South 
Florida ecosystem. 
 

All though many residents see the need and value of CERP 
just one week earlier the Miami Dade County Commission 
approved a 4-lane road project that Florida Power and 
Light says it needs to build its new nuclear reactors at Tur-
key Point.  It seems the county commission is looking to a 
new funding source for campaign contributions as many of 
them run for Mayor.  TAS is very concerned about this 
project even though FPL is determined to say this is a tem-
porary impact and they will mitigate above and beyond 
what is required of them.  We had our one lone vote of rea-

son on the board and as we hold our breath to see 
who will take her place, we should start asking 
the tough environmental questions of these new 
candidates.  And hope that we have other Green 
candidates emerge in other districts.  
 

Tropical Audubon will not only be sure to watch 
projects that are incompatible with restoration but 
also push to see that phase 2 of this project as 
well as phase 2 of the C-111 project are a priority 
for the state and federal governments before we 
see any further degradation in the area.  Come to 
our conservation meetings the 4th Wednesday of 
every month to get involved in this and many 
other issues facing us, we need volunteers! 

Great Day for Biscayne Bay  
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W e had a wonderful turnout for this year’s annual 
"Wing Ding" with great weather for our dedicated 

members and guests. Everyone came together to raise money 
for Tropical Audubon’s conservation efforts and to help with 
the general upkeep of our wonderful historical property and 
environmental center. Those of you who made contributions 
and donations to TAS, please know we could not continue to 
function without your support. 

 
 

On Sunday April 25th Tropical kicked off the event in the Doc 
Thomas House garden with our Keynote speaker Eric Buer-
mann, governing board chair of the South Florida Water Man-
agement District, who has been a strong ally in Tropical’s Ev-
erglades restoration efforts. Buermann updated members on 
measures to restore the Everglades and praised the Obama 
Administration for making efforts to "move the ball down the 
field" when it comes to restoration efforts that have clearly 
become mired in controversy and economic problems. 

 
 

Alan Farago, conservation chair of Friends of the Everglades, 
was awarded the Polly Redford Citizen Service Award. Co-
writer of the blog “Eye on Miami” Farago has been an envi-
ronmental activist since the 1980s and led the successful bat-
tle to stop the conversion of the Homestead Air Force Base 
into a major commercial airport. He is also a founding mem-
ber of the Hold The Line campaign. 
 
Farago inspired all of us with his speech, telling the audience 
it’s time to "start dreaming big for the Everglades," and sug-
gested it may be time to consider the option of land condem-
nation to acquire properties critical to restoring water flow in 
the Everglades. 
 
 

Gary Milano, coordinator of the Coastal Habitat Restoration 
Program, was presented with the Dan Beard Government Ser-
vice award presented by, Emily Young. He has successfully 
completed more than 50 habitat restoration projects and has 
coordinated the restoration of more than 500 acres of wet-
lands, 150 acres of coastal strand and dune community, 150 
acres of tropical hardwood hammock and 22 islands in Bis-
cayne Bay. 
 

The TAS Board Appreciation Award was given to Brian 
Rapoza, a TAS Board member and Tropical’s Field Trip Co-
ordinator who has tirelessly organized and led many birding 
field trips from Miami Dade County to countries far and wide. 
We are extremely grateful for Brian’s expertise and passion 
for education. 

 

Members and guests were also charged by environmental 
journalist and author of "Paving Paradise" Craig Pittman, who 
spoke about his new book, "Manatee Insanity," and the his-
tory of manatee protection efforts across the state.  
 
Without the work that all of these Miami-Dade citizens and 
environmental watchdogs have provided over the years we 
would not be effective in elevating conservation issues that 
benefit our collective quality of life. 
 
The event concluded with recognition of our birdathon win-
ners and with a fabulous silent auction. Special thanks to all 
those who contributed items to the silent auction and to those 
who helped support us by donating this year. TAS members, 
docents, supporters and interns were able to bring this suc-
cessful event together and we are grateful to all of them. 
Thanks to one and all for helping TAS continue to be a strong 
presence in the environmental community of South Florida. 
We hope you plan to join us next year. To make recommen-
dations for speakers or awardees please call TAS at (305) 
666-2842 or e-mail us at director@tropicalaudubon.org . 

A Successful Annual Meeting 
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T he trip from Florida City to Ever-
glades National Park is less than ten 

miles, but it was a journey to a new world 
for a group of children on a Tropical Audu-
bon Society outing April 3. 
 
Twenty-five boys and girls with Florida 
City-based Branches, a United Methodist-
sponsored program, joined TAS naturalists 
to explore the plants, birds and beauty of the 
Everglades. Many of the children, from 
grades 1-12, had never been to the national 
park before the outing. 
 

“It’s beautiful here,” said Roberto Garcia, 
10, a newcomer to the park. 
 

TAS Grounds Chair Brother Milledge or-
ganized the educational trip in an effort to 
join TAS volunteers and a well-established 
community group for a good cause. 
Branches, which is run by South Florida 
Urban Ministries, offers after-school tutor-
ing and mentoring to the children of the 
working poor and immigrant families in 
Florida City. 
 

The idea behind the outing was to introduce 
the children to the wonders of nature in the 
Everglades ecosystem and the importance of 
conservation and preservation. 
 

“It’s a natural fit,” Milledge said. “Just 
exposing kids to the outdoors, you never 
know what’s sinking in. It is a different ex-
perience and it could be transformative.” 

Branches Director Kim Torres said the trip 
gave the children an opportunity to learn 
about something new. “The Everglades are 
right there and they don’t get to see the rich 
beauty of things right around them,” she 
said. 
 
The children were led in groups by 
Milledge, as well as TAS volunteers Nancy 
Moreland, a teacher and nature photogra-
pher, and her husband, Bruce, of Miami; 
Dennis Olle, TAS Board Vice President; and 
new volunteers Ana Lima (the author of this 
article), and Paulo Lima, of Miami.  Several 
mentors from the Branches program also 
joined the outing. 
 
The groups began the day on the Anhinga 
Trail, where they saw Blue Herons, Anhin-
gas, Purple Gallinules, Cormorants, Alliga-
tors, fish and many more animals. The chil-
dren were excited to use binoculars and 
search through bird guides to identify the 
species that they saw. They were encouraged 
to listen to the birds. 
 
“Oooh, look at that bird’s eyes!” said 
Marknal Benoit, 11, who spotted the blue 
eye ring on an Anhinga. 
 

There were lots of questions. 
 

“Do crocodiles eat vegetables and meat?” 
 

“Are alligators wild animals?” 
 

“Who brought all the animals here?” 
 
Shortly after seeing more than 20 alligators 
basking in the sun, the groups spotted a 
Swallow-tailed Kite overhead. “They have 
cool tails,” Roberto Garcia said. 
 
The children also had an opportunity to feel 
the pink bark on a Gumbo Limbo tree and 
run their fingers along a blade of the Ever-
glades’ signature sawgrass. 
 
TAS volunteer Nancy Moreland was eager 
to share her sophisticated camera with the 
children, who were equally excited to look 
through the lens. “You never know, I may 
have the next National Geographic photog-
rapher on my hands,” she said. 
 
The children enjoyed the trip so much that 
Torres said she would like to organize more 
Everglades outings with other Branches chil-
dren and with parents. She hopes that the 
families learn that the Everglades National 
Park is a wonderful recreational alternative 
to the movies or the fair. 
 

As the children ate turkey and cheese sand-
wiches, cookies and apples for lunch at the 
picnic area at Long Pine Key, they chattered 
about the neat birds and alligators they 
saw. Carolina Juarez, 8, said she enjoyed the 
visit. “This place has a lot of stuff,” she 
said. “And it’s fun.” 

TAS Bulletin Gets New Look 
 
TAS is proud to announce a new format for its printed bi-
monthly newsletter. Starting next month of this year, the Tropi-
cal Audubon Bulletin that we have all grown to love over the 
years will arrive at our mailboxes in a new dynamic full-color 
layout.  
 
The bimonthly TAS publication has been an important voice in 
our community for decades; it has served to educate members 
about important conservation issues, and has been a reliable 
source of information about upcoming events, meetings, and 
calls for action.  
 
In light of new affordable printing technologies and with the 
enthusiasm of a re-organized editorial team, TAS feels it is 
time to upgrade the bulletin to a higher standard in order to 
meet the interests of the society. 
 
Members and friends may continue to expect top-quality infor-
mation from the upcoming newsletter format. Yet now, the 
publication will be assembled in an attractive design that will 

include a wider range of contributions from our members, in-
cluding illustrated articles about birding, photo essays and pro-
files, conservation stories affecting our national parks, and 
various entertaining features for members of all interests and 
ages. 
 
The publication’s new editor is Ana Maria Lima, a multimedia 
journalist with experience reporting for respected periodicals 
such as The Star-Ledger and The New York Post. The new 
publisher is Rafael A. Gálvez, a producer who has been at the 
helm of projects in collaboration with Audubon, BirdLife Inter-
national, and various field guides. 
 
The field of communications is becoming increasingly competi-
tive, and TAS is striving to make its voice clearer and wide 
reaching. The society is privileged to have many talented indi-
viduals in its ranks and the newly formatted bulletin will be a 
great showcase for the photography, profiles, and writing of 
our members. If you are interested in becoming a participating 
contributor to the new Tropical Audubon publication, please 
contact Laura Reynolds at 305-667-7337. 

Branches Everglades Outing 

Tropical Audubon Society Leads Everglades Trip for Florida City Branches Kids 

Notice of New Look for Newsletter 
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T A S Thanks our Donors! 

Elizabeth Ordway Dunn Foundation 
Everglades Foundation 

The Villagers 
Earthshare 

 

Purple Gallinule ($250) 
Elane Nuehring 

Coral Gables Firefighters 
Benevolent Association 

 

Painted Bunting ($100) 
Joe Barros 

Alan Mishael 
Paul Bithorn 

Plumbers Educational Trust Fund 
Heinz and Marianne Luedeking 

Alan and Sue Steinberg 
Sara Sinclair Ellenburg 

Joan Renninger 
Kathi Eastham 

Sally Clifton 
Jerry Turner 

Ram Construction Enterprises 
Bet Shira Congregation 

Gwladys Eliot Scott  
Richard F. Cohen 

William Kleh 
Elizabeth McQuale 

Nancy Pastroff 
Charles Rice  

Anne and David Pearson 

Carol  Rist 
Nancy Freedman 
John Freedman 

Roxanne Featherly 
Brian Rapoza 
Daniel Koch 
John Boyd 

 

White-crowned Pigeon ($50) 
Cecile Derouin 
Cyrus Gibson 
Marcia Proctor 
Brian Rapoza 
John Stevens 

 
John and Mary Rose 

Virginia Carver 
Arturo Leon 

Cynthia Blanck 
Marcia Proctor 

Peter Thornburn 
Jocelyn Robinson 

Alice Pace 
James Barnes 
Larry Murphy 

 

Other 
Rick Lapworth 

Lois Blum 
Ben Morgan 
Arturo Leon 

Alfred Price and Barbara Chevrette 
John Abernathy 

Lee Ann Masterson 
John Kneen 

Tighe and Patricia Bauer 
Nancy Lee 
Vicki Brown 

Pauline Rosenblatt 
Dolora Batchelor 
Barbara Blank 

Carole Cholasta 
Estelle Roth 
Myra Rosen 

Arlene Randall 
Helen Donaldson 

Rosemary Twinam 
George Cohen 

Beverly Rosenberg 
Donna Rich 

Cheri Rosenberg 
Patricia Jacobi 
Philip Palmer 
Blanca Mesa 

Juan del Hierro 
Marian Hasty 

Jacqueline Accardi 
Richard Lapworth 

Yehudit Teitelbaum 
Barry White 

The following generous individuals and foundations that have contributed  to TAS since our last Bulletin.  

We greatly appreciate their support! 

T he preferred plan identified in the DEIS would add 
5.5 miles of bridging to the current 1-mile bridge un-

der construction, increasing the total amount of bridge 
span within the 10.7-mile corridor to 6.5 miles.  When 
coupled with other planned restoration projects, the ad-
ditional bridging would provide for unconstrained flow to 
Northeast Shark River Slough, Everglades National 
Park.  The increased water volumes and improved flow 
distributions will re-establish seasonal water depths and 
flooding durations that are critical to the survival of many 
fish and wildlife species, including the federally endan-
gered Wood Stork, Everglades Snail Kite, and Cape Sa-
ble Seaside Sparrow, and state listed Roseate Spoon-
bill. 
 

Public Workshop 
 

The public is invited to attend a public workshop that will 
be held on June 24, 2010 from 6:00 to 9:00 pm at South 
Dade Regional Library 1st Floor, 10750 SW 211th St, 
Cutler Bay, Florida. Park staff will provide a presentation 
on the project at 7:00 pm with time before and after for 
the public to view project information, talk with park 
staff, and provide comments. 
 

 
Public comment: 
The public is encouraged to view the DEIS and submit 
comments through the NPS Planning, Environment, and 
Public Comment website: http://parkplanning.nps.gov 
<http://parkplanning.nps.gov/> , selecting "Everglades 
NP" from the drop down box, then "Tamiami Trail Modi-
fications: Next Steps Project", and "Open For Public 
Comment". The "Document List" link provides a list of 
south Florida libraries that have paper copies for review. 
The comment period ends July 27, 2010. 
 

Written comments can be mailed to:  
Everglades National Park,  

attn: Bruce Boler - TTM:NS DEIS,  
950 North Krome Avenue, 3rd Floor,  

Homestead, FL, 33030. 
 

Copies of the DEIS may be requested by calling the 
park at 305-242-7700. If prompted by voice mail, press 
"2" at 1st prompt and "5" at 2nd prompt to leave mailing 
information. A limited number of copies are available. 
 

For more information or questions, contact  
Bruce Boler, Project Manager at 305-224-4234  

or bruce_boler@nps.gov. 

ENP seeks public comments on Tamiami Trail 
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N early two dozen corporate 
volunteers traded their of-

fices for the outdoors on Earth 
Day to plant 200 trees and 
shrubs at the Doc Thomas 
House.  Employees of Diageo, 
a global spirits, wine and beer 
business with an office in Mi-
ami, spent a day of service 
beautifying Tropical Audubon 
Society’s grounds with native 
plants, while helping the com-
pany reach its goal to plant one 
million trees. 
 

The April 22nd event was coor-
dinated by TAS groundskeeper 

Brother Milledge and Hands on 
Miami, a non-profit that brings 
companies and organizations 
together for projects. Mia 
Batlle, development director for 
Hands on Miami, said the event 
was a good partnership. “We 
get the opportunity to expose 
people to the Audubon Society 
and we also get the opportunity 
to further our commitment to 
being green.” 
 

The volunteers worked up a 
sweat on the warm day to plant 
a variety of tree species includ-
ing Fiddlewood, Limber caper, 
Simpson Stopper, Jamaica ca-
per, and Bahama Strongbark. 
They also planted shrubs to at-
tract butterflies and birds in-
cluding West Indian Lilac, Wild 
Sage, Coontie, Blue Porter-
weed, and Corky Stem Passion 
Vine.  
 

Rosie Frye, of Brickell, who is 
part of Diageo’s Enriched Com-
munities Program, enjoyed a 
break from her finance job to 
plant trees and push a wheel-

barrow full of mulch around the 
TAS grounds. She said the 
event also offered her and her 
colleagues a good opportunity 
to learn about TAS and its mis-
sion. After lunch, the employ-
ees learned about the history of 
the Doc Thomas House, butter-
flies and the grounds from 
three TAS expert volunteers. 
 

“It’s exciting,” Frye said. 
“Especially on Earth Day. It’s a 
good place to be and it’s good 
teamwork. And we learned a lot 
about Audubon. Giving back to 
the community is one of the pil-
lars of Diageo.” 

Job Description 
 

A re you looking to become a part of the Tropical 
Audubon Society’s mission while gaining valuable 

work experience with a non-profit organization? Then 
consider applying to be the next TAS Outreach Coordi-
nator.  
 
The Outreach Coordinator will communicate with the 
public through tabling events, online social networking, 
monthly e-newsletters, press releases and other medi-
ums. He or she will also communicate with public offi-
cials by speaking at meetings, sending letters and writ-
ing reports. Other tasks include coordinating special 
events, recruiting volunteers, designing flyers and main-
taining a presence in our office to speak with the public. 
 
 

The ideal candidate for this one-year position will have 
a passion for and an understanding of environmental 
and conservation issues.  Preferred skills include public 
speaking, writing, knowledge of social media, Photo-
shop or other graphics programs, and a willingness to 
learn. The work schedule is 20 hours per week. The po-
sition opens in September; some volunteer work over 
the summer is encouraged to shadow the current out-
reach coordinator. 
 

The new Outreach Coordinator will replace Caitlin 
MacLaren, who has been an excellent addition to the 
TAS staff this past year. We will miss her dedication to 
our mission, work ethic, and exceptional public speak-
ing and organizational skills. We wish her luck at New 
York University, where she will be a freshman this fall. 
 

Please send a cover letter and resume to  
marcaimac@gmail.com. 

TAS Seeks Outreach Coordinator 

Corporate Day at TAS 
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Sat.-Sun. June 5-6  
Native Plant Sale at the Doc Thomas House 
Our native plant sales are famous and fun. We 
have a great selection of South Florida plants with 
knowledgeable sales people to help you choose 
the best ones for your yard. Come early for the 
best selection, stay late to enjoy the company. 
 

Sat. June 12-Sun. June 20  
Great Lakes to Prairie Potholes Birding 

Brian Rapoza and John Boyd lead this nine-day, 
eight-night trip, beginning in Detroit, Michigan and 
ending in Fargo, North Dakota. Target species in-
clude Kirtland's and Connecticut Warbler, Great 
Grey Owl, Yellow Rail and Baird's Sparrow. This 
trip involves eight full days of birding, and is de-
signed for intermediate to advanced birders. Costs: 
$1,390.00 per person double occupancy (not in-
cluding air fare); $400.00 single supplement. Cost 
includes van transportation, hotel accommodations 
and park entrance fees. Not included are tips, laun-
dry costs and other incidental expenses. Meals are 
paid for by each participant. Contact Brian for a de-
tailed itinerary. 
 
Thursday, June 17 – Chamber South and TAS 
join forces to raise money to send to help birds 
cope with the oil spill.  We will have a wine and 
cheese event to raise money for this cause at the 
Doc Thomas House, 5530 Sunset Drive,   $10 ad-
mission the event begins at 5:30pm and runs until 
8pm 

 
Sat. June 19 

Workday at the Doc Thomas House 
Want to learn about native plants, help Tropical 
maintain our native landscape at the Doc Thomas 
House and get your hands dirty? We need you! 
Show up anytime between 8:30-noon and you will 
find a host of hard workers. This is a great opportu-
nity for students to earn community service hours. 
Call 305-667-7337 or e-mail volun-
teer1@tropicalaudubon.org for more information. 
 
Wednesday, June 23 – Want to discuss conser-
vation issues facing the region, meet us for an 
hour long discussion and planning session start-
ing at 7:30pm. Bring questions, issues to raise or 
just come to learn and get involved!  For more in-
formation e-mail director@tropicalaudubon.org 

Sat. July 17 
Workday at the Doc Thomas House 

Want to learn about native plants, help Tropical 
maintain our native landscape at the Doc Thomas 
House and get your hands dirty? We need you! 
Show up anytime between 8:30-noon and you will 
find a host of hard workers. This is a great opportu-
nity for students to earn community service hours. 
C a l l  3 0 5 - 6 6 7 - 7 3 3 7  o r  v o l u n -
teer1@tropicalaudubon.org for more information. 
 
Wednesday, July 29 - Want to discuss conserva-
tion issues facing the region, meet us for an hour 
long discussion and planning session starting at 
7:30pm. Bring questions, issues to raise or just 
come to learn and get involved!  For more informa-
tion email director@tropicalaudubon.org 
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CALENDAR OF WALKS, WORKDAYS, FESTIVALS, SALES, CLASSES - EVERYTHING YOU EVER WANTED TO DO WITH TROPICAL AUDUBON SOCIETY  
The specifics for Tropical's ongoing activities are indicated below.  In some cases, the trip leader has included his email address and phone number for direct contact.   

Otherwise, please call TAS at 305 667 PEEP (7337) or email fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org, or see our web page http://tropicalaudubon.org for more information. 
{ES} denotes events with Spanish language leaders 

TAS CALENDAR 

Kayak with TAS 

Kayaking Trips are available all summer; with a group of 
4 or more we can set a date just for your group.  Full 
day trip with guide and rental start at $40 per person 
and half day trips start at $20, 100% of this money will 
be donated to TAS.  Inquire and plan your adventure by 
emailing us at director@tropicalaudubon.org or call 
786-543-1926 


