
Southeast Arizona during the Monsoon 

August 2-11, 2020 
(9 nights, 8 full days) 

Leaders: Stefan Schlick, Brian Rapoza 

Fee: $1,900.00  Single Supplement: $400.00 

Includes: Lodging, transportation, guiding, park fees 

Excludes: Flights, food, tips 

 

Overview 

 

Southeast Arizona is hands down the 

best place to bird in early August in 

the ABA area. When the monsoon 

rains arrive in mid-July, the desert 

turns green and birds love it! Some 

species like Cassin’s Sparrow 

actually breed exclusively during the 

monsoon season. While the lowlands 

are still hot (and humid), the higher 

elevations will be pleasant and could 

even be cool. Of course, we may 

have to deal with occasional 

thunderstorms and flooding. 

 

The number of specialties that can be seen on this tour is staggering. Even if you have 

been to Southeast Arizona before, you’ll still feel like a kid in the candy store! I have visited 

thirty times and can’t wait to return! Other flora and fauna will be of interest to us as well, 

and occasionally we are lucky enough to see a Javelina, Ringtail or a Coati. The monsoon 

is a great time for a rarity being discovered in the area. Should this happen, we will try to 

work it into our itinerary. It will be fun! Great fun! As usual ... 

 

Itinerary (subject to change) 

 

August 2: Arrival in Tucson 

 

By afternoon/early evening we will have made our way to Tucson. We’ll meet at 6pm at 

the hotel and then go for dinner. Overnight in Tucson. 



August 3: Willcox and transfer to the Chiricahuas, around Portal 

 

We’ll probably not linger in Tucson and will 

immediately leave for Willcox. A quick stop at the 

sewage ponds in Benson may yield some water 

birds. Eared Grebe is often present. In Willcox, the 

Playa is a fabulous little spot and you never know 

what is going to stop over at the pond. This is also 

the reason why we will stop by here again on the 

way back. Tropical Kingbird and Vermilion 

Flycatcher are often present and the golf course 

edges are great for Scaled Quail. Lilian’s Eastern 

Meadowlarks might be singing, as well as Cassin’s 

Sparrow. There are usually lots of shorebirds to sift 

through, but be warned: it will be hot. 

 

Afterwards, we’ll head straight to Portal, checking residential areas around town for 

Scott’s and Hooded Oriole, Verdin, Ladder-backed Woodpecker, Cassin’s Kingbird and 

doves. There are two yards open to birders where we may pay a visit.  

 

Overnight in Portal for the next three nights. 

 

August 4: Stateline Road, The High Chiricahuas 

 

In the morning, we’ll check out Stateline Road, which 

divides Arizona and New Mexico  (if birded with this in 

mind, one can produce lists for both states!). Bendire’s 

Thrasher is probably the main target here, but Botteri’s 

Sparrow and Scaled Quail are typically also around. 

Willow Tank might attract something interesting but 

will depend if it holds water. The first wintering Lark 

Buntings will likely also be in this area as well. 

 

Afterwards we’ll head for the high Chiricahuas. We 

might stop on the way up, especially near the 

Southwestern Research Station and Herb Martyr 

campground for flycatchers and Montezuma Quail, but 

we really want to head uphill quickly to find ourselves 

in the right habitat for Red-faced and Olive Warbler, 

Greater Pewee and Mexican Chickadee. High 



elevation birds like Hermit Thrush, Cordilleran Flycatcher and other woodland species will 

be in the firs above 7000ft at Rustler and Barfoot Park. 

 

August 5: South Fork, Paradise 

 

One of the most exciting birding spots of the tour is South 

Fork, the easiest place in Southeast AZ to find Elegant 

Trogon. The birds are often elusive and we’ll definitely 

need a little bit of luck. Other targets there include 

Sulphur-bellied and Dusky-capped Flycatcher, Hepatic 

Tanager and Blue-throated Mountain-gem. 

 

For the rest of the day we’ll work the road to Paradise, 

including the town itself and higher elevations. Zone-

tailed Hawk could be anywhere, as could Montezuma 

Quail, but the main target here is Juniper Titmouse. An 

evening outing around Portal could yield Whiskered 

Screech-Owl and Common Poorwill. 

 

August 6: Willcox, St. David, San Pedro House 

 

Our first stop en route to the Huachuca Mountains will 

be a return to Willcox, unless that is, we need to head 

uphill again for Mexican Chickadee.  

 

The monastery at St. David is a fabulous low elevation 

site to visit, often yielding Cassin’s and Tropical 

Kingbird, Northern Beardless Tyrannulet, Western 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Lucy’s Warbler and Abert’s 

Towhee. We’ll cruise the town of St. David for signs of 

Mississippi Kite, which breed in the area; Chihuahuan 

Raven should also be easy to find here. 

 

If there is time, we’ll stop at the San Pedro House. This is an odd site, that is productive 

even in the heat of the day. Green Kingfisher is sometimes seen there, but we will need 

lots of luck to see it. Maybe the resident Western Screech-Owl will come out of its hole 

for us. Lesser Nighthawk can be seen hawking insects downhill from Sierra Vista or in 

town, so we may run out to try for them tonight. 

 

Overnight in Sierra Vista for the next three nights. 



August 7: Hunter Canyon, Carr Canyon, Ash Canyon 

 

Right at sunrise we’ll hike one mile into Hunter Canyon. This 

has been a great site for Rufous-capped Warbler, but they 

don’t always come out on command. The scrubby hillsides 

are also good for Black-chinned Sparrow and Crissal 

Thrasher. 

 

Carr Canyon is a high elevation site that one can only reach 

via a series of switchbacks that offer amazing vistas of Sierra 

Vista. Olive Warbler, Red-faced Warbler, Zone-tailed Hawk 

and Buff-breasted Flycatcher are often seen there. Virginia’s 

Warbler is possible, as is Woodhouse’s Scrub Jay. 

 

If Ash Canyon B&B remains open to the public (sadly, the 

owner passed away recently) we should find the very 

localized Lucifer Hummingbird. 

 

August 8: Miller/Ramsey Canyon or Patagonia 

 

Depending on recent reports, we’ll either visit Miller 

Canyon or Ramsey Canyon. Either can have a staggering 

array of rare birds when the timing is right. Both will 

involve a hike of up to five miles, which may take most of 

the day.  Mexican Spotted Owl can be found in both 

canyons. Some years a family of apache Northern 

Goshawks are present. Red-faced Warbler gets easier to 

find the higher up you go. 

 

Another option would take us to Patagonia for the day. 

Our first stop would be Sonoita Grasslands where 

Botteri’s, Cassin’s, Black-throated and Grasshopper 

Sparrow are often found very close to each other. This is 

also another good location for Lilian’s Eastern 

Meadowlark. White-tailed Kite is an uncommon breeder 

in the area as well. There are lots of targets around 

Patagonia, including Violet-crowned Hummingbird at the Paton’s feeder’s and Thick-

billed Kingbird at the famous Patagonia Roadside Area.  A drive to Harshaw Canyon 

could yield Eastern Kingbird and Montezuma Quail. 

 



Patagonia Lake State Park is another fabulous place to visit, even in the hottest part of 

the day. This would be our first chance to see Black-capped Gnatcatcher. Northern 

Beardless-Tyrannulet is yet another target here. Neotropical Cormorants are on the lake; 

the lake edges also have good numbers of butterflies and dragonflies. 

 

August 9: Tubac, Tumacacori, Montosa Canyon 

 

Leaving Sierra Vista early this morning, our 

plan for the day would depend on whether 

we have already visited Patagonia. If so, we 

could stop at Kino Springs, Rio Rico and 

Amado Sewage Pond. There are lots of 

access points to the Santa Cruz River; some 

of the best are near Tubac and Tumacacori. 

Some years, Rose-throated Becard breeds 

along the river and we’ll try for them if there 

is are recent reports. Green Kingfishers are very rare, but occasionally you luck out and 

see a bird fly up or down the river.  

 

Montosa Canyon is a hotspot for Five-striped Sparrow and Black-capped Gnatcatcher. 

We will visit this neat spot if time permits. Canyon Wren and Lazuli Bunting typically are 

singing even in the hottest part of the day. 

 

Overnight in Green Valley for the next three nights. 

 

August 10: Madera Canyon, including Box and Florida Canyon 

 

Madera Canyon is one of the single best-known birding locations in the US and there are 

a lot of things to do there. We will start our day with a short hike at Florida Canyon, a 

great site for Black-capped Gnatcatcher and Rufous-capped Warbler. Both are difficult to 

see, but there are typically lots of other really nice birds to find.  At Box Canyon, Five-

striped Sparrow is often singing during the monsoon. 

 

Bridled Titmouse and Dusky-capped Flycatcher are near the Santa Rita Lodge which also 

boasts a nice set of feeders with the occasional rarity. Rivoli’s Hummingbird is usually 

present. The Kubo, yet another lodge higher up, will also have a set of feeders worth 

visiting. 



The higher elevations at Madera Canyon involve hiking. If we still 

need some of the higher elevation species, we will do so. Greater 

Pewee can be up the Carrie Nation Trail, for example. 

 

August 11: Return to Tucson 

 

Time permitting, we’ll be birding early in the morning somewhere 

between Green Valley and Tucson. For example, a pair of Harris’s 

Hawk has been in Green Valley for a few years now and we may 

want to search for it. 

 

We’ll then have to say goodbye to Southeast Arizona and head 

back to the Tucson airport for our trip home. 

 

RESERVATION REQUIREMENTS  

To reserve your space, a deposit of $500.00, along with a completed trip application and 

agreement must be submitted within 30 days of booking. Email Brian Rapoza, TAS Field 

Trip Coordinator at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org to request an application.  Make out a 

check to Tropical Audubon Society and mail to: Brian Rapoza, TAS Field Trip 

Coordinator, 14525 SW 88 Street, J-207, Miami, FL 33186. 

Balance of payment must be received by May 2, 2020 to ensure your reservation.  No 

refunds for cancellations after 2/2/20. All trip participants are responsible for their own 

personal travel insurance to cover accidents, medical expenses or loss of personal 

belongings. Trip cancellation/interruption insurance is strongly recommended; see 

http://www.tripinsurancestore.com/ for additional information.  All participants must 

indicate upon booking any medical conditions that could limit participation in the tour. 

 

mailto:fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org
http://www.tripinsurancestore.com/

