
 

 

 

 

Greece: Birding the Hellenic Republic 

May 14 – 28, 2018 

Strategically located at the crossroads of three continents, 

Greece is a destination not only rich in history but also one of 

the most bird-rich corners of Europe. Guided by Stefan 

Schlick and Paul Bithorn, you’ll experience a fabulous blend 

of great birding, magnificent cultural sites, delicious food and 

breathtaking scenery. You’ll visit fantastic birding areas that 

include Mt. Parnassos, Delphi, Immitos Mountain, Schinas 

National Park, Evros Delta, the Dadia forest and Lake Kerkini. 

This comprehensive tour, which begins and ends in Athens, 

involves two full weeks of birding, is designed for intermediate 

to advanced birders and is limited to twelve participants.  

Fee: $2,495.00 per person double occupancy; $500.00 single supplement. Fee includes 
all ground transportation, internal flight from Athens to Alexandroupoli, lodging, 
breakfasts, entrance fees, excursions and the services of your skilled leaders.   Not 
included are airfare from your city of departure to Athens, tips, laundry costs and other 
incidental expenses.  Lunches and dinners will be eaten in local restaurants and are paid 
for by each participant. 
 
All trip participants are responsible for their own personal travel insurance to cover 

accidents, medical expenses or loss of personal belongings. Trip cancellation/interruption 

insurance is strongly recommended; see http://www.tripinsurancestore.com/ for 

additional information.  All participants must indicate upon booking any medical conditions 

that could limit participation in the tour. 

Reservation Requirements: 

To reserve your space, a deposit of $500.00, along with a completed trip application and 

agreement must be submitted within 30 days of booking. Email Brian Rapoza, TAS Field 

Trip Coordinator at fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org to request an application.  Make out a 

check to Tropical Audubon Society and mail to: Brian Rapoza, TAS Field Trip 

Coordinator, 14525 SW 88 Street, J-207, Miami, FL 33186 

http://www.tripinsurancestore.com/
mailto:fieldtrips@tropicalaudubon.org


Balance of payment must be received by December 31, 2017 to ensure your reservation.  
No refunds for cancellations after 12/31/17. Again, trip cancellation/interruption insurance 
is strongly recommended. 

 

Itinerary (subject to change) 

Monday, May 14: Arrival in Athens 

 

We'll have our first meeting this evening at a hotel not too far away from the Athens 

airport. We’ll start our bird list with some of the more common European backyard birds. 

 

Tuesday, May 15: Mt. Parnassos 

 

We're off towards Delphi this morning, but won't arrive at the 

hotel in Delphi until the late afternoon. Mid-morning, we'll work 

our way up Mt. Parnassos, crossing several different habitats 

en route. The lower elevations should yield Blue Rock Thrush 

and Black-eared Wheatear and in the conifers midway up, 

Coal Tit and Mistle Thrush. Near the top, we’ll search for 

Black Redstart, Alpine Accentor (with luck), Rock Bunting and 

Rufous-tailed Rock Thrush. For White-headed or Black 

Woodpecker, we’ll need a lot of luck. We’ll enjoy amazing 

views during dinner in one of the neat authentic tavernas in Delphi town as swifts and 

swallows wheel above us. Overnight in Delphi. 

 

Wednesday, May 16: Delphi 

 

Early morning, we’ll take a short hike uphill from town, 

targeting Rueppell's and Subalpine Warbler. After 

breakfast, we’ll visit the archaeological site when it 

opens. By the time the masses from Athens are 

arriving, we should have seen Cirl Bunting and Western 

Rock Nuthatch. A little later, we’ll drive downhill through 

olive tree-lined hills towards the Gulf of Corinth and 

then back up to the convent of Moni Profitti Ilia. With 

luck we’ll find Rock Sparrow, but surely we’ll see Woodchat and Lesser Gray and Red-

backed Shrikes. We’ll return to Delphi for another dinner in the most beautiful setting of 

our trip. Overnight in Delphi. 



Thursday, May 17: Delphi and transfer back to Athens 

 

We’ll spend the morning looking for species we missed in the Delphi area and then 

head back towards Athens. The morning could also be used as a free morning to visit 

the shops in town, go back to the ruins or just simply relax. We wouldn’t normally 

suggest this for a birding trip, but it’s just such a special place and one should take time 

to take it in properly. If there’s time, we’ll stop at the Oropos wetlands en route. 

Overnight at Park Hotel in Athens. 

 

Friday, May 18: Mt. Immitos and Schinias National Park 

 

We’ll have a local guide today to show us around. We’ll 

definitely look for Cretzschmar's Bunting and Rueppell's 

Warbler at Mt. Immitos. Eleonora's Falcon is also a possibility 

there, but they can show up anywhere at this time of year. At 

Schinias National Park, we 

should find waterfowl including 

Ferruginous Duck, marsh birds, 

Zitting Cisticola and maybe 

some late migrants. Other stops 

may include a quarry for Rock Sparrow, a quick seawatch 

for Scopoli's and Yelkouan Shearwater and hopefully a 

stop at Cape Sounio for Bonelli's Eagle. Overnight at Park 

Hotel in Athens.  

 

Saturday, May 19: Athens 

 

Today, we’ll go into town and visit the Akropolis! 

While most migrants will have passed through, we 

should still see a few of the rather tame residents on 

the grounds, including Alpine Swift, Hoopoe and 

Sardinian Warbler. This is a good time to relax and 

simply enjoy the history that has once engulfed this 

place. Mid-afternoon, we’ll be taking a short flight from 

Athens to Alexandroupoli, gateway to eastern Thrace. 

We should also see the first of many White Stork nests before we get to the hotel. 

Overnight near Alexandroupoli. 

 

 

 



Sunday, May 20: Evros Delta (public area) 

 

Stress free at last in Northeastern Greece! Today we’ll spend almost the entire day in 

the Evros Delta, one of the most significant wetlands in Europe. We’ll be targeting four 

species of larks, including Calandra and Lesser Short-toed, Isabelline Wheatear, Tawny 

Pipit, Long-legged Buzzard and many others. Our first Great Reed Warbler will surely 

be entertaining. This will also be a great opportunity to connect with Eastern Olivaceous 

Warbler, Squacco Heron and a variety of shorebirds at Anthia Marshes. Maybe we'll see 

a Roller perched up on a wire there too. We’ll enjoy lunch at nearby Loutros Hill, 

watching raptors and storks overhead. Ortolan Bunting, Black-headed Bunting and 

Woodlark should be singing along the access road. A stop along the river should yield 

Golden Oriole, but this bird is a tough one to get a good look at. Overnight in Dadia. 

 

Monday, May 21: Dadia 

 

Today will be a special day as we’ll be hiking about one 

mile one-way to the bird blind at Dadia to see the birds of 

prey of the area. During the hike, your head will spin 

from the cacophony of singing and calling Chaffinches. 

The offerings usually include Short-toed Eagle, Black 

Kite, Griffon, Cinereous and Egyptian Vulture. Eastern 

Bonelli's Warbler, a pine tree specialist, can also be 

found there. The pastoral setting near the forest edges 

around Dadia town may yield Eastern Orphean Warbler 

and Masked Shrike. After lunch, we’ll work the road to 

the Kapsalo radio mast and the fields just outside 

Lefkimi. Overnight in Dadia. 

 

Tuesday, May 22: Evros Delta (military zone) 

 

After spending a little more time around Dadia in the 

morning, we’ll embark into the military zone of the 

Evros Delta for another day of waterfowl, gulls and 

terns and marsh birds. We’ll require a special permit 

from the Greek government to be able to enter here, 

but it's usually well worth it. Our focus of the day will 

be the beautiful Spur-winged Plover, with about 12 

pairs one of the rarest breeding birds in Greece. If it 

gets too hot, we’ll retreat and drive the Loutros-Dadia 

mountain road to have a second chance at some of the birds we may have missed 

earlier. We should pick up a Little Owl somewhere in Dadia in the evening. Overnight in 

Dadia. 



 

Wednesday, May 23: Dadia to Fanari 

 

We’ll require an early start today to be at the Lesser Kestrel 

colony in Kalamokastro early in the morning. Then we’ll work 

our way towards Porto Lagos, first stopping at Mandra Marsh, 

which has been really productive in the past. At Porto Lagos, 

we should find shorebirds, terns including White-winged and 

Whiskered, Pied Avocet and hordes of Greater Flamingo in 

the salt pans. We’ll also search for Slender-billed and 

Mediterranean Gull in this area. Overnight in Fanari. 

 

Thursday, May 24: Fanari to Lake Kerkini 

 

After spending the morning again in Porto Lagos, we’ll head 

over to the Lake Kerkini area. We’re hoping to see Roller and 

raptors during the drive. On the east side of Lake Kerkini, we’ll 

check the Strimon marshes for Penduline Tit, which is often 

present, as well as Purple Heron. Overnight in 

Chryssohorasafa, where we’ll have dinner right next to the 

hotel. 

 

 

Friday, May 25: Lake Kerkini (north and west) 

 

Lake Kerkini is another one of Europe's major wetlands. 

Famous for Pygmy Cormorant and Dalmatian Pelican, which 

we should see relatively easily, there are a large number of 

species that call the area home due to the many different 

habitats. Woodpeckers, waterfowl, Little Bittern, European 

Spoonbills and White-tailed Eagle will be on the menu today 

as we start at the northwest corner of the lake at Mandraki 

Harbor and work our way towards the southeast. Around 

Sidirokastro, we will check an old quarry for Rock Sparrow 

and visit the castle. Overnight in Chryssohorasafa.   

 

 



Saturday, May 26: Lake Kerkini (south side) 

 

Today, we’ll spend the day on the south side of the lake. 

This is often a great place for raptors: Lesser Spotted 

Eagle, European Honey-Buzzard, Back Kite and Levant 

Sparrowhawk are all possible. We'll try hard to get an 

Olive-tree Warbler to pop up on the Himarros track. This is 

also a good spot for Masked Shrike, which never seems to 

linger long. We’ll have lunch in the shade near the creek. 

In the afternoon, we’ll work our way towards Kerkini town. 

During an owling outing after dinner, we’ll try for Eurasian 

Eagle-Owl and/or European Scops Owl. Overnight in 

Chryssohorasafa.  

 

Sunday, May 27: Lake Kerkini to Alexandroupoli 

 

Before we catch our afternoon flight back to Athens, we have several options for our last 

day in Northeastern Greece, but will only be able to pursue one or them. Participants 

will vote whether to visit Philippin archaelogical site, Mt. Paggeo (Alpine Chough, Water 

Pipit, Shore Lark), Nestos Gorge (raptors, vultures, Rock Partridge) or the southern 

coast west of Kavala for some seawatch opportunities. The trip will end when we land in 

Athens. Overnight in Athens. 

Monday, May 28: Return Home 

 

Essential Supplies: 

Waterproof hiking shoes 

Rain gear 

Binoculars 

Spotting scope (optional) 

Field guides (Recommended: Birds of Europe, Second Edition by Lars Svensson, Killian 

Mullarney and Dan Zetterstrom) 

Water bottle 

Insect repellant 

Snacks 

Money for meals, incidental expenses 

 



Please pack light, and bring only what you really need!  We will be traveling in two 

vans and will have no room for large suitcases.  Though you can check your luggage on 

the flight to Athens, one rectangular suitcase with wheels, of a size approved by airlines 

for carry-on is preferred.  Suitcases will be stored in the back of each van.  Also bring a 

small backpack to store field guides, water (essential for hikes!) and other everyday 

supplies.  Backpacks will be stored in the passenger area.  Guides will have spotting 

scopes, so bringing your own is not essential. 

Other Considerations: 

• Greece’s currency is the Euro (€) which at present is slightly stronger than the U.S. 

dollar. We will always be within range of an ATM throughout the tour. 

• The current in Greece is 220V, so you will need an adapter to use standard 

electronic devices. Most devices designed for travel are dual voltage, denoted by 

“110/220V.”  

• To enter the military zone of the Evros Delta, a permit from the Greek government 

is required. Participant passport numbers will be submitted as part of the permit 

application process. 

• There are no particular health considerations for this tour. Tap water is now safe 

anywhere in Europe. 

• Laundry services will be available, but costs may vary with location. 

• Tipping in Greece is not obligatory, but it is customary to round up. So, if the bill is 

18.8€, you can round up to 20.0€ if you were satisfied with the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


