
 

 

Student Volunteer of the Year Award Winner 

Thomas Holt  

 

Thomas Holt won the Student Volunteer of the Year Award during SVW 2013.  A student at Edge Hill 

University Thomas worked with 5 local and national charities. Since April 2011, Thomas has devoted 166 

hours as a telephone counsellor to over 400 children for Childline. He also spent four hours a week with a 

little boy as part of a mentoring scheme on behalf of 'Action for Children'. In addition Thomas is also an 

active Beaver, Cub and Scout leader working with more than 50 children a week aged from 6 to 15. On 

average, Thomas spends 18hrs each week volunteering on top of his full time University course.  

We followed up with Thomas a few months after his win to find out what he thought about the Student 

Volunteer of the Year Award.  

What was special about the Student Volunteer of the Year Award? 

I originally only considered that I would even able to apply for the award when my students union put my 

forward. I quickly learnt how important it was and what it could mean. I knew that winning such award could 

only have a positive effect on what I do, but even knowing that the University recognised me enough to put 

me forward meant a great deal.  

What was the impact of winning the award 

Immediately after it was announced that I’d won the award I was really quite speechless. There were people 

from every angle congratulating me and getting statements and quotes for various news articles and I felt 

almost lost. In the longer term I knew that the 

prize money would have a fantastic impact on the 

charities I volunteer for. I chose two charities that I 

hold dear to me and divided up the funding 

between them.  £500 gives one child a years work 

of 1-2-1 mentoring with Action for Children in the 

Knowsley area, with the other £500 giving 100 

children a two hours climbing and bouldering 

session as part of a respite camp in Devon with a 

charity called CHICKS. Each charity was given a 

cheque at an event meaning that it really helped 

to boost the publicity of each 

charity tremendously.  

What are you doing now? Has your volunteering have an impact on this? 

Since winning the award I have continued my volunteering. I have become more actively involved in 

two charities and for the first time ever am trying to form a partnership between them, allowing the 



 

 

referring of children to respite camps, sharing of volunteers and resources. It has boosted my 

reputation in the local community and the local organisations I support. This allows me to have a bigger 

input in the planning of events and share other people’s Ideas that may have gone unheard.  

Since winning the award I have been asked to go to Slovenia to represent the UK in a conference aimed 

at creating a framework for reference writing for volunteers so that businesses Europe-wide will have 

further appreciation of  the work that volunteers do. I am due to attend in July and my input with have 

an impact on the topic in the future. This is an opportunity I’d never have had access to if it wasn’t for 

winning the Student Volunteer of the Year Award.  

What would their advice be to people supporting other future potential winners? 

Whilst the award is in itself an honour and 

reflects directly what you have done to achieve 

it, it can be used as a key to other things. As a 

volunteer getting your name out there is very 

important, if you feel you have the skills to make 

something happen having an award of this type 

behind you helps get things moving. Winning 

this award not only will benefit your collection of 

skills, attributes and knowledge but also greatly 

benefits the organisations you are working for. 

The money from the award can make something 

amazing happen, but the award itself can bring 

so much else!  

I would encourage people working with student volunteers to nominate them for this award, both to 

recognise their achievements but also to inspire them to take their volunteering further and realised 

their potential.  

 


