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Lowcountry singer
Quiana Parler stands
at career crossroads

PROVIDED

Quiana Parler balances an active music career with motherhood. Born and raised in Harleyville, she now lives in Summerville.

BY ADAM PARKER
aparker@postandcourier.com

he’s from Harleyville, about 50 miles
from the coast, and that explains a lot.
When Quiana Parler was sum-
moned to the grand Angel Oak for
a photo shoot recently, she made her
way downtown from her home in
Summerville, thinking she was sup-
posed to meet her bandmates some-
where inside Hampton Park.
She’d never heard about the sprawling tree on Johns
Island that’s at least 500 years old.

When she was first introduced to the songs her band
Ranky Tanky was to learn, everyone else — drummer
mer, trumpet player Charlton Singleton, gui-
tarist Clay Ross and bassist Kevin Hamilton — knew the
material already; the African Americans in the group
had grown up with these tunes.

Not Parler, who was more familiar with the church
hymns of upper Dorchester County than with the songs
of the sea islands. She was learning the music as they
recorded it, she said.

The musicians of Ranky Tanky are about to leave the
country for a set of concerts in Europe. For Parler, 37,
this will be the first time she has traveled overseas. These
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performances likely mark “Phase Three” of an evolving

career, one that has enjoyed slow and steady growth.
Accustomed to singing backup vocals, or leading her
party band, Parler now faces the prospect of a sudden
breakthrough. Ranky Tanky has been getting a lot of
attention for its authentic yet contemporary interpreta-
tions of Gullah songs.
Late last year, band members raised money to make
a CD and plotted a modest 2017 performance schedule
of maybe 10 gigs at festivals and special events. The last
thing any of these seasoned musicians want at this point
in their careers is to spend weeks on a tour bus. They
have families. They have lives. Charleston is home sweet

Please see PARLER, Page G7

home.

A glance at the Ranky Tanky
website, though, reveals that
36 gigs are on tap this year,
with more to come.

Something is working.

Probably that something has
to do with Parler.

Normal life

“I've always been a singer,
I've never had a 9-to-5,” Parler
said.
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She sang in church growing ~ them ever since, especially she knows when to go church,
up. She sang while she wasat-  Aiken, w)ho became godfather  sheknows when to go pop. She
tending Harleyville-Ridgeville O Parler’s son, Chamberlin, can switch on and off, make it
Middle and High School. when he was born in 2006. sound effortless.”
Starting at age 8, she took pri- ~ She’s also performed with Mi- Occasionally, Singleton would
vate voice lessons with the late  randa Lambert, Kelly Clark- sit in with Parler’s party band.
June Bonner, a storied teacher ~ $on and Maroon 5. She was The party band was meant
and former opera star who on t£1e rofd for 10 years after {4 be upbeat, but Singleton
ran the Coconut Club and her “Idol” tryout. Her parents,  and Parler also wanted to do
who eventually introduced the ~Barbaraand Joe Parler, helped  some contemporary jazz and
young singer to the local jazz Dy looking after Chamberlin.  RgB tunes, pay homage to
scene. Mom and dad are very sup-  Roberta Flack and Anita Baker.
“Growing up, that was nor- portive of her efforts, Parler So Singleton put together a new
mal for me, that was normal said. Joe Parler once was a band, Contemporary Flow,
life,” Parler said. member of the band The Soul  meant to provide the music that
While Parler was still in Drifters, which putoutahit,  ;ccompanies the cocktail hour
high school, she enrolled at Funky Soul Brother.” He before everyone starts dancing,
the College of Charleston, sang and played saxophone. he said.
starting in 1998, accumulat- (https://www.youtube.com/ Years later, when Singleton
ing college credit and captur- ~ Watch?v=KbpFPSga2xU) Both 5 musical director of the
ing the attention of Baxter and her parents sang at weddings.  Charleston Jazz Orchestra, he
pianist Tommy Gill. Both of On the road, Parler felt torn.  yyyrned to Parler once again
them taught music at the col- She wanted to (l‘)e home with when a program required a
lege and played in the pit band ~ her son more. “Tma full-time 1 owerfyl vocalist.
for Brad and Jennifer Mo- mom when I'm at home,” she Probably she has had oppor-
ranzs revue called “Serenade”  $2id, pausing to ERethiel st call  typitiesto go solo and chase
at the Charleston Music Hall. ~ from Chamberlin’s school. stardom on the road, but Par-
The show needed a singer. In 2008. she started her local  Jeps priorities are family and
Baxter and Gill recommended ~ P2ty band, Quiana Parlerand . 4¢ 55d community, Single-
Parler. She was 15 years old. Erigiids. shie b goodfriends: 4 ¢34 And in the Charles
“My parents would bring Stephen Washington onkeys; 1 15 she can more easily
me,” she recalled. “Ididntgo ~ L@Vonta Green on bfiSS; L nurture her small business and
to my prom; I was doing the metrins Doctor an keys, trom- 319 living.
show.” She had to abandon her POneand SEIRALLITEY bass; It can be tough singing back-
graduation party early to get Greg Loney on gnifar; Aaron up and bouncing from city to
to the Music Hall. She missed ~ 1ines onbackupvocals;iand iy ginoleton said.
other typical teenage experi- LL, Rollersgn' on drums. Of- “It’s nice living here; there’s
ences. But she learned how to te?, others JOLI. . less stress. You can make more
be a professional musician. The wedding b”usmess. has money and live more comfort-
In 2003, she auditioned been great to me,” she said. ably here than out on the road
for the TV show “American But now things are changing. living in New York.”
Idol.” It was the show’s second Rooted in Charleston Besides, Parler is allergic to
season. Parler was among . cigarette smoke, which often
thousands to try out, and she Singleton, who called Parler fills up clubs and bars, and she’s
ended up in the top 29, among authentlcally honest., Fe f it ol T .
: membered first meeting the SEOSILIVETO loud. IUSIC, GSpe
the last of the singers cut be- singer when she was in “Ser- cially when she’s not the one
fOSr}i the .S};EW atni ed. 4 enade” producing it, she said.
e might not have enjoye - . » .
the effec%s of TV fame, IJ)u}t’ L yeapyeuy Linpr essed,” he Chaﬁles iarin i manu
: said. “I mean, Quianawaspol-  2g¢s the Charleston Music Hall,
the experience nevertheless : o L as well as the local band Susto,
brought her success. She be- ished. She was singing Whitney said Parler’s attachment to the
friended Clay Aiken, who fin- Houston tunes and things 11}<e I et b it
: that. It was just flawless. She’s OWEONNIry 15 ONE G the Hungy
ished second and gotarecord o e blend of raw talent,  that makes her such a compel-
deal with RCA, and Ruben 2 -1 lingartist.
Studdard, who won that year polished talent and professional «She’s almost a household
and landed his own record coach;ng, Yau know what I hame. iti the senise that she's
COTLEALE. mean? That’s a serious trifecta. been around a whil > Car
She knows how to breathe. CEN AToUNC A WOTIENOW, Jual Page 2 of 5

She’s been touring with
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her name, everyone’s expected  leisure, her daughter said. So might come.
her to make it big. ... She’sdoing ¢} helps to run the Trident
exactly what she needstobe do-  Technical College campus in Contact Adam Parker at
ing. She’s rooted in Charleston, gt George. Joe Parler works aparker@postandcourier.com
she’s {ooted in the scene.” at Argos cement plant in Har- If you go
She’s appeared more than 30 leyville. Each year, Quiana
times on the stage of the Music  p3¢ler and Friends play the WHAT: Quiana Parler with
Hall during the past fiveyears,  Christmas party. Contemporary Flow at Fill
he estimated. Now she’s gearing up for a Restaurant & Piano Bar
“She’s on everything, she’s tribute to Michael Jackson WHEN: 7:30 p.m. Thursday,
all over the place. Her energy’s (June 9 at the Music Hall) and May 25 (dinner starts at 6
amazing, Her voice and talent abunch of summer Ranky p.m.)
are amazing.” Tanky gigs — in the north- WHERE: Fill Restaurant &
And now, w ernmost reaches of eastern Piano Bar, 1150 Hungry Neck
“It’s cool to see them re- Canada, in California, in Blvd., Mount Pleasant
ally pull something original northern and Eastern Europe. COST: Dinner package is
and unique out of the Gullah “Ive never been overseas,” $50 and includes a ticket to
culture and be nationally ac- Parler noted. the show and three-course
cepted,” Carmody said of the Performing Ranky Tanky meal. Bar package is $30
new venture. “I hope that she songs is always interesting. and includes a ticket to the
can, like Shovels & Rope and Audiences beyond the Low- show and two drinks of your
some others have done, live in country don’t know what choice.
Charleston and still tour, to Gullah is. They become MORE INFO: fillbar.com/
call Charleston home and be intrigued and, often, very upcoming-special-events, or
invested in the Charleston com-  engaged in the music-making, ~call 843-800-3042.
munity.” she said.
Safe bet. Often, Parler and Ross will
. arrive early for a concert and
Taklng off visita Ioca}l, school or group
“I'm very grounded,” Parler  home or prison, bringing
said. “I have the same friendsI  along a prepared curriculum.
had in childhood” They will demonstrate Gullah
And she’s in a good relation-  thythms and explain the his-
ship with Cory Broadwater,a  tory,
detective who’s been with the “ think Ranky Tanky will
Charleston Police Department  take off” Singleton said. “It is
for 20 years and who acts in in the process of taking off.
TV shows and movies on the When people hear Quiana
side. sing, she will definitely get
The family lives in Summer-  calls and inquiries to do a lot
Ville, and Parler commutes to more, to appear on people’s
downtown Charleston for gigs  recordings and stuff. ... ’'m
or to Harleyville to visit her looking forward to seeing how
parents. She’s Vel'y inVOIVCd in She ShOOtS away Wlth that_”
Chalnberlin’s llfe Now 10, the Parler said she’s glad to have
boy plays baseball and soc- the chance to share an impor-
cer, and he studies pianowith  tant American culture with
Richard White Jr.and drums  patrons across the country
with Dave Patterson. and, now, around the world.
Parler isn’t the only success- “It feels good,” she said.
ful child of Barbara and Joe; Before Ranky Tanky, she was
her brOther Mahk isa phOtO- becoming aware Ofa hard_to_
journalist in Tampa, Florida. reach itch. “I felt I was sup-
Their work ethic surely was posed to be doing something
inherited. Barbara Parlerwas  more.” Now that the band is
a supervisor at the Depart- gaining steam so quickly, she’s
ment of Social Services before  Tittle taken aback.
she retired. But she’s not com- But she’s ready for whatever Page 3 of 5

fortable with the concept of
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Parker is comfortable singing a variety of musical styles, from pop to R&B to gospel to
jazz.
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RIVERLAND STUDIOS
Quiana Parler is a regular presence on Charleston stages. She fronts a popular party band and now provides lead vocals for the band Ranky Tanky.
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